
From Michael Rubin and the Green Party of Alameda County 
 
 
SPONSOR:  Green Party of Alameda County 
 
PRESENTER:  Barry Sheppard and Michael Rubin, c/o Michael Rubin, 510-436-
3722, rubinarnol@aol.com 
     
SUBJECT:  Democratic Party failure and our opportunities 
 
BACKGROUND, PURPOSE, and PROPOSAL:  Please see the full proposal, below.  Here is a 
summary:     The 2020 election gave the Democratic Party both houses of Congress and the 
presidency,  They have accomplished very little to improve the lives of their voters and meeting the 
pressing needs of our planet.  Their performance has demoralized their supporters and they are in 
danger of losing both houses of Congress.  Their failures have given our party an opportunity to 
grow.  We propose a discussion at the upcoming state meeting on how we can take advantage of this 
situation.        
 
COMMITTEE DECISION:  The Green Party of Alameda County consensed for this proposal to be 
submitted. 
 
TIMELINE/RESOURCES:  We will work with the Agenda Team to figure out an appropriate time, 
format, and length for this agenda item. 
 
Full Proposal:  
 
While Republicans continue their adoption of reactionary positions in the states they control and 
pressing them beyond, the Democrats have either adopted some of them or have only weakly 
countered others, as many activists and commentators have noted.  
On Black Lives Matter, the Democratic establishment has by and large betrayed Black people, and 
supported new funding of the police. Police murders of Black people continues in most of the 
country, and are rarely punished.  
On climate change, the White House promotes increasing fossil fuel production.  
On immigration, Trump’s policies at the border with Mexico have not only been continued, but 
intensified.  
Attacks on public education, including promoting charter schools (publicly funded private schools), 
have intensified under the Democratic administration.  
While Republicans drive to prohibit teaching of the real history of the oppression of African 
Americans and other people of color, establishment Democrats fail to counter their arguments.  
The same is happening with teaching about LBGTQ rights.  
With Roe vs Wade already gutted, Democrats have failed to counter with national legislation, and 
have retreated to defending women’s right to choose only on the state level.  
Democrats are losing support among Blacks, many of whom see voting as producing no changes in 
their oppression. The same with Latinos. 
Alexandria Ocasio-Cortez warns that progressive youth are turning away.  
In general, Bernie Sanders, AOC and the “Squad” as well as other Democratic progressives are 
shunted aside.  
These policies and actions by the Democratic Party pose new challenges for the Green Party as well 
as new opportunities.  
We propose that the upcoming California state convention put a point on this in its agenda for 
discussion and proposals as we go into the election period leading up to the November state and local 
elections. 
 


