
28 February 2022  
 
Hon Greg Hunt MP  
Minister for Health and Aged Care  
Parliament House  
Canberra ACT 2600 
 
Dear Minister, 
 
Thank you for your letter dated 18th January 2022 in response to the open letter from The 
George Institute for Global Health, the Climate and Health Alliance, and 35+ health and 
medical groups in relation to incorporating health in Australia's national response to climate 
change. 
 
We appreciate you taking the time to respond on behalf of the Australian Government.  
 
In response to your letter, we seek clarification on whether further action can be considered. 
 
1. We welcome the development of the National Climate Resilience and Adaptation 

Strategy 2021-25 as an important step in ensuring Australia is prepared for, and resilient 
to, the impacts of climate change. Given health has been identified in the top three most 
vulnerable sectors to climate impacts worldwide, we seek to clarify what the Australian 
Government's plans and policies are for ‘sustainable and responsive health systems’ in 
the context of the Strategy and how the Department of Health is preparing for this 
nationally, and with our Pacific neighbours.  

2. We welcome the Australian Government’s commitment of $2 billion to support mitigation 
and adaptation efforts in our region. This funding will make significant contributions to 
regional security and climate resilience. We seek to clarify how this funding will support 
the needs of the health sector, including through the Green Climate Fund. 

3. We welcome the establishment of the Emergency Response Fund Act 2019 as another 
important step towards resilience in the face of climate change. As the increase in 
frequency and severity of extreme weather events continues, community preparedness 
and recovery after climate-worsened disasters has emerged as an election issue. We 
seek to clarify what the Australian Government’s proposal is for the Emergency 
Response Fund in relation to the health sector. 

 
Thank you again for taking the time to read our correspondence. We look forward to your 
early response on this important issue. 
 
Yours sincerely, 

            
 
Chelsea Hunnisett           Fiona Armstrong 
Co-chair, Planetary Health Working Group        Executive Director 
The George Institute for Global Health        Climate and Health Alliance 
 


