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‘Our Climate, Our Health’

Health groups launch joint campaign to position global health as a key
issue in the global climate change negotiations

A global health campaign launched today, Our Climate Our Health, insists health
must be a priority issue in determining both the nature and scale of climate policies
adopted by nations around the world, and reflected in the global climate agreements.

Climate change affects health in many ways, threatening food and water supplies,
exacerbating extremes of temperature, and changing the spread of infectious
diseases. If it continues at its current pace, the impacts will worsen, with rising sea
levels and extreme weather leading to the loss of homes and livelihoods, mass
migration, and civil conflict. These effects are unevenly distributed, with the worst of
the impacts felt by those who have done the least to cause climate change:
low-income countries and poor and marginalised populations globally.

Local campaign partner Climate and Health Alliance (Australia) is calling on the
Turnbull government to raise its ambition on climate change, saying Australia should
be cutting emissions “as fast as possible”.

CAHA will be calling on health professionals across Australia to join the call for
action.

“Climate is already harming health, and in a worsening climate, the health burden will
grow. As health professionals, we have a duty to our patients, communities and to
future generations to call for strong and effective action on climate change to avoid
unacceptable risks to health and wellbeing and community safety,” said Fiona
Armstrong, Climate and Health Alliance Executive Director.

http://www.ourclimateourhealth.org
http://www.caha.org.au


“Health professionals across the world are taking this opportunity to lend their voice
to the global effort to demand our politicians act in the interests of their local
communities as well as the global community in committing to a rapid transition to a
low carbon world.”

“The science is now clear, our health is threatened by our interference of our climate.
So to secure future health, we must act now to cut the emissions driving global
warming.”

The ‘Our Climate Our Health’ campaign was launched in parallel with a global Call to
Action from the United Nations health agency, the World Health Organization, and
the launch of an Australian initiative of the Royal Australian College of Physicians,
‘Doctors for Climate Action’.

The World Health Organization’s global Call to Action, calls on the “global health
community to add its voice to the call for a strong and effective climate agreement
that will save lives, both now and in the future”.

“The evidence is overwhelming: climate change endangers human health.
Solutions exist and we need to act decisively to change this trajectory.”
- Dr Margaret Chan, WHO Director-General

An accompanying CAHA initiative is an online campaign calling on Australian
parliamentarians to commit to developing a National Strategy for Climate and Health.

“This campaign is our opportunity to ensure that policy makers and the wider public
understand the ways in which climate change is already affecting health and if we do
not act swiftly, these will worsen. It is not a remote risk for the distant future, and it is
not merely a matter for the environment. Human lives are at stake. But there is good
news!

“Opportunities exist now to improve health in a low carbon world – the co-benefits
arising from cutting emissions can deliver improvements in health in the immediate to
short term, with accompanying financial savings for health budgets, while the climate
benefits accrue in the longer term - a win-win-win,” Ms Armstrong said.

Find out more at http://www.ourclimateourhealth.org/
Like the campaign on Facebook https://www.facebook.com/ourclimateourhealth
Follow on Twitter: @ClimateHealth
Sign up to the Call to Action:
http://www.who.int/globalchange/global-campaign/signup/en/
Email your Australian MP or Senator:
http://climateandhealth.good.do/act-on-climate-to-protect-health/email-your-local-mp-
and-senators/

For more information please contact: Fiona Armstrong, Executive Director, Climate
and Health Alliance M: 0438 900 005 E: fiona.armstrong@caha.org.au
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