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Welcome leadership from scientific and medical community on climate change

The Climate and Health has welcomed the report on climate change and health from the
Australian Academy of Science released yesterday, and its endorsement by the Australian
Medical Association.

The report from a think tank composed of early and mid-career researchers on topics related
to climate change and health has helped identify some of the key issues that must be
addressed in tackling risks to health and wellbeing from climate change.

The Think Tank identified eight key areas where action is needed to reduce risks to health
from climate change: identifying the vulnerable, coordinating preparations, communicating
the risks, shaping research so it is relevant, national coordination of initiatives, better linkage
of data sets, effective mitigation, and for individuals and institutions to identify those
vulnerable.

CAHA President Dr Liz Hanna said the Think Tank and the report were a welcome
contribution to thinking around the research needed to support effective action on climate
change.

The impacts on health from climate change considered in the report included: extreme
weather events (heatwaves, droughts, storms, cyclones and floods); increased incidence of
disease; pressures on food and water; risks to jobs and livelihoods; and threat to from social
conflict.

“Australia is already facing significant threats to health, particularly from heatwaves, and the
kinds of ‘angry summers’ we have been having are likely to become more the norm as the
planet warms.

“This effort to encourage researchers to turn their attention to the complex challenges of
climate change is welcome – there is far too little research being funded on climate change
and health, with public funding completely disproportionate to the scale of the risk we face.

“The calls for better communication about the risks are welcome, as is the encouragement
for all to take early action.

“But we cannot let governments off the hook. The transformation required to decarbonise our
economy will not occur through the goodwill and efforts of individuals. Effective climate
responses require the implementation of public policy and political leadership to drive
change.

“There is no doubt there is a need to improve understanding within the wider community and
among policymakers and politicians about the risks to health from climate change. This
report from the AAS is a welcome contribution to the broader effort of doing that,” Dr Hanna
said.
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