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Global survey of national climate and health policies to be
presented at Global Climate and Health Summit during COP21

A new report from a global survey to evaluate how nations are responding to the
health impacts of climate change will be presented at the Global Climate and Health
Summit in Paris during COP21 on Saturday 5th December 2015.

Produced for the World Federation of Public Health Associations (WFPHA), the
report outlines responses from 35 countries in the first-ever global benchmarking
survey of national climate and health policy.

It reveals the majority of respondent countries do not have plans to adequately
protect the health of their citizens from the harmful impacts of climate change, which
include risks from extreme weather (including heatwaves, bushfires, and violent
storms), spread of infectious diseases, malnutrition from declining agricultural
productivity, and risks to social cohesion associated with resource depletion, forced
migration and land use change.

Project Coordinator Fiona Armstrong from the Climate and Health Alliance (Australia)
will present the report to 500 health and medical leaders who are gathering in Paris
during the United Nations global climate change talks.

CAHA Executive Director Fiona Armstrong said the report highlights the
shortcomings of national governments in predicting and preparing for the most
significant global and local consequences of climate change: human health impacts,
which are both well documented and potentially avoidable.

“This report shows the majority of respondent countries (77.1%) have no
comprehensive identification of health risks of climate change projections for their
citizens and most (66%) have not identified vulnerable populations and infrastructure,
developed public health adaptation responses, or assessed coping capacity or gaps
in knowledge,” Ms Armstrong said.

The report’s recommendations call for health protection and promotion to be a central
principle in global climate policies being negotiated under the United National
Framework Convention on Climate Change. It calls on all governments to develop
national climate and health plans, and for health professional associations globally to
make advocacy for climate action a priority.

Contact: CAHA Executive Director Fiona Armstrong fiona.armstrong@caha.org.au
0438900005.

The report is available at:
http://caha.org.au/projects/climate-change-and-health-policy-assesment-project-repor
t-a-global-survey-2015/
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