
Climate Strategy One Pager: Public Transit
Background, Focus, and Actions

Background
● There are over 1 million ICE vehicles registered in Calgary. To become net-zero, all of these will either

need to be replaced with ZEVs or other modes of transport1

○ Transit can offer significant environmental, social and fiscal benefits over cars
● Low density, car-oriented development imposes significant infrastructure costs on Calgary and it’s

citizens
○ Especially low-income households, people who choose not to own a vehicle and on other

vulnerable populations
● COVID-19 has shown us that communities and individuals are open to alternate forms of transport for

both work and pleasure2. This is an opportunity to rethink the role of public transit in the context of the
changing role of the downtown core3

● Riding transit instead of driving can reduce GHG emissions per kilometre by approximately 77%.4

● 43% of the Greenline is approved, funded, and will provide many benefits to Calgarians.5

● In 2016, 15.4% of commuters used transit as their main mode.6

● To be net-zero compatible, all transit vehicles must be Zero Emission Vehicles (ZEVs)

Focus
● Increase transit ridership, target 17.5% modal share by 2025
● Improve shuttle service to C-Train stations and BRT hubs
● Ensure all transit vehicles are zero emission by 2030
● Provide transit that is accessible, affordable, convenient and connected
● Improve efficiency of transit routes

Actions
● Complete the Green Line, from Keystone to Seton, the Airport Line, and electrification of the bus

fleet7 by 2030
○ Perform a full costing of the Green Line completion from Keystone to Seton
○ Apply for Federal funding to convert transit vehicles to ZEVs8

○ Push for inclusion of complete, costed Green Line in the Provincial 20 year strategic capital plan
● Prioritise the introduction of 10 minutes or less service frequencies on all LRT and Max routes

during all hours of operation in the next 4 year City of Calgary budget cycle
● Expand the Free Fare Zone to include Sunalta, Sunnyside, Bridgeland, and Victoria Park stations
● Improve transit shelters at hubs along BRT routes to provide more seating and heating.
● Introduce a Student Bus Pass Program for secondary and post secondary students to increase

ridership and lifelong transit use. influence behavioural change 9

● Guarantee the low income transit pass program will be protected from provincial/municipal budget
cuts10

● Engage in a public consultation to determine ridership behaviour and transportation/movement patterns
of Calgarians for both work and non work related activities.

● Incorporate efficient transit concepts such as the grid system and anchoring11

● Create bus-only lanes so that taking transit is the more efficient and direct choice over driving
● Implement “Ultra Low Emission Zone” pricing in downtown core for private vehicles12



Endnotes
1.  As of March 31, 2021 there are 1,006,510 vehicles registered in Calgary,
https://open.alberta.ca/publications/number-of-motorized-vehicles-registered-in-alberta-as-of-march-31-years
2. https://calgaryherald.com/news/local-news/calgary-transit-and-downtown-parking-still-feeling-covid-impact
3. https://www150.statcan.gc.ca/n1/pub/45-28-0001/2021001/article/00012-eng.htm
4. https://cutaactu.ca/wp-content/uploads/2021/01/issue_paper_52_-_the_ghg_reduction_impact_of_public_transit_.pdf
5. https://www.projectcalgary.org/9_reasons_to_support_greenlineyyc
6. https://www150.statcan.gc.ca/n1/pub/75-006-x/2019001/article/00008-eng.htm, table 5
7.  Edmonton (adding 20 more electric buses to their existing fleet of 40)
https://edmonton.ctvnews.ca/edmonton-s-zero-emission-bus-fleet-to-grow-by-20-after-14-4m-federal-investment-1.54546
15 , Vancouver (announced the purchase of 15 new electric buses in 2022)
https://www.translink.ca/news/2021/january/translink%20expands%20battery-electric%20bus%20fleet#:~:text=The%2015
%20new%20battery%2Delectric,Metro%20Vancouver%20Gas%20Tax%20Fund. , Montreal (recently received 30 New
Flyer long range electric buses)
https://www.stm.info/en/press/press-releases/2019/long-range-electric-bus-arrives-in-montreal , Ottawa (seeking to add
74 electric buses in 2023, and phase in of 450 ZEBs by 2027)
https://electricautonomy.ca/2021/06/08/ottawa-electric-buses/ , Winnipeg (goal to operate 100 Zero Emission Buses, ZEB,
by 2027) https://clkapps.winnipeg.ca/DMIS/ViewPdf.asp?SectionId=590985
8. Canada’s ministry of Innovation, Science, and Industry has announced $2.75 billion in funding over the next 5 years to
enhance public transit systems and switch them to electric power
9.  As successfully implemented in Kingston,
10.
https://calgaryherald.com/news/politics/province-to-continue-funding-low-income-transit-pass-but-city-staff-say-further-sup
ports-needed
11. https://humantransit.org/2010/02/vancouver-the-almost-perfect-grid.html
12.  https://tfl.gov.uk/modes/driving/ultra-low-emission-zone
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