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The Climate Reality Project assembled the National Climate League (NCL) with the goal of using
cities as the key pathway for climate policy solutions. The NCL aims to instill a sense of agency and
community through citizen engagement and participatory democracy and draw in diverse
constituencies to demand accountability from their municipalities. 

Citizen-led and data-driven, the National Climate League enables volunteers to gather data on
sixteen carefully chosen primary indicators that reflect a better quality of life for everyday
Canadians living in municipalities. These Standings then function as both a benchmarking and a
lobbying tool comparing how Canadian municipalities fare across these sustainability indicators. 
 The National Climate League, local heroes, fighting grime with data.

The National Climate League was amongst the 2022 Clean50 Top Projects honourees, recognized
at the Clean50 Summit 11.0 in Toronto. 

Cities consume over 70% of the world’s energy
sources; tackling the problem at a smaller urban scale
could therefore be the key to unlocking a just recovery
and a greener future. Climate action and policies
should trickle up and not trickle down, because cities
are much more aware of what goes on within their
regions, and can develop solutions that are both
environmentally and culturally adequate for them. The
National Climate League therefore presents a key
opportunity for a more participative democracy,
resulting in the creation of public policy that is not
only informed by the public, but citizen-led as well.

Citizens call on their city councillors and municipal staff to submit data on thirty-one
different indicators to an open database available to all. With this methodology of data
collection, it engages citizens in all aspects of the policy process. This keeps citizens
involved, with meaningful and impactful public participation. It also provides an
opportunity to get to know their elected officials, and allows them to hold them
accountable when it comes to their climate commitments. Individuals can use the
National Climate League Standings, and the data in our open database, to advocate and
lobby for policies that help improve the lives of people in their community. 

Find previous coverage of the National Climate League here:
  2018, 2019, 2020. 

Why Municipal Action Matters

How Can Citizens Change their Communities?

https://clean50.com/projects/climate-realitys-national-climate-league-local-heroes-fighting-grime-with-data/
https://unfccc.int/news/urban-climate-action-is-crucial-to-bend-the-emissions-curve
https://medium.com/wedonthavetime/in-canada-a-hockey-league-approach-gets-people-going-on-climate-issues-6d0374ec4943
https://medium.com/wedonthavetime/in-canada-a-hockey-league-approach-gets-people-going-on-climate-issues-6d0374ec4943
https://theenergymix.com/2020/02/12/halifax-takes-top-honours-in-national-climate-league-2019-standings/
https://medium.com/wedonthavetime/in-canada-a-hockey-league-approach-gets-people-going-on-climate-issues-6d0374ec4943
https://unpointcinq.ca/sinspirer/ligue-nationale-du-climat-municipalites-classement-2020/?fbclid=IwAR3JmwN8wQAIHHKv5QZOdlEoyTgNHn-w7rMH7JB8AgApvbWCB5r49yuv0Nk


There’s some hope to be had!
The city did particularly well in the Employees Dedicated to the Transition indicator! The city has
nine employees working to develop and implement projects for climate adaptation. With mandates
such as helping other municipal departments reduce their emissions, mitigating environmental
impacts, and improving policy, these employees will ensure momentum on environmentally
responsible policies and best practices.  

Although the city did well in some indicators, there is always room for improvement in others. In
two indicators—Sustainable Energy and Urban Greenness—the city of Calgary didn’t perform so
well. It came in last position in comparison to other cities for which data is available.   
However, the spirit of the National Climate League is that of collaboration and communication, and
there are comparable Canadian cities that your city can look to for inspiration!   
For the Urban Greenness indicator, Calgary can look to the policies and plans of St. John’s, NL. The
city maintains 43 parks, 3,065 hectares of open space, and 53,000 mature trees. It has made green
space a priority: its first Recreation and Parks Master Plan spanned a period of ten years—2008 to
2018—and included the goal that “a neighbourhood park will be provided within 0.8 km radius of
almost all residents.” 
For the Sustainable Energy indicator, there are solutions that exist for municipalities to increase
their use of sustainable energy which Calgary can draw inspiration from, such as district energy
systems (also referred to as thermal grids), and community-level wind and solar energy
generation.  
 
  

Calgary came out in the top five in one of the National Climate League’s indicators and fell to the
last position in two of them.

... But still some work to be done!

"Since COP26, increasingly the role of climate-
concerned citizens worldwide is to hold

governments to their promises while pushing for
more and better policies that will actually get us
where we need to be. Asking municipalities for
the real climate data tells elected officials that

we're keeping an eye on what matters and
reminds them of our expectations of them."
 - Steve Bentley, The Climate Reality Project

Canada’s Regional Organizer for Alberta

HOW DID CALGARY PERFORM?

About the Climate Reality Project Canada
The Climate Reality Project Canada is the Canadian branch of the Climate
Reality Project, founded in 2006 by former Vice President of the United States
and Nobel Laureate Al Gore. Its mission is to catalyze a global solution to the
climate crisis by making urgent action a necessity across all levels of society. It
does so by training a vast and international network of Climate Reality Leaders
to become effective communicators on the science and solutions to climate
change.  

There are 42,278 Climate Reality Leaders worldwide, 1,648 of which are in
Canada. Their mission is to spread awareness amongst their peers and to
advance solutions to the climate crisis. The Climate Reality Project Canada is
also the founder of the Community Climate Hub initiative, which aims to
decarbonize cities across the country, and the Campus Corps program, which
aims to support students at participating campuses as they take countless
initiatives to fight the climate crisis.  
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For more information, visit https://www.climatereality.ca/ncl 
Follow us on social media: 
Twitter: @Reality_Canada
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http://www.stjohns.ca/living-st-johns/recreation-and-parks
https://fcm.ca/en/resources/gmf/factsheets-municipal-energy-roadmap
http://climatehub.ca/
https://www.climatereality.ca/campus-corps
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https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCMD2zwK8-ZTcWiuZkNfBUZA

