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Ward 2 Candidate Cameron Kroetsch Proposes Leveraging
City-Owned Assets to Expand Affordable Housing

Ward 2 candidate Cameron Kroetsch believes the City of Hamilton can do
more to provide affordable housing units in Hamilton. Kroetsch believes the
City should leverage its existing land assets as one important part of the
affordable housing strategy outlined in his platform.

“For too many years, the City has been aware of a growing problem in
housing affordability for individuals and families, but has failed to make any
real progress,” says Kroetsch. He points to the fact that CityHousing Hamilton
has sold off or closed more units than it’s built over the past 10 years. He
wants to ensure better cooperation between CityHousing Hamilton and the
city’s Housing Services Department - also a part of his platform.

“We’re falling further behind every year. Affordable housing is not just a crisis
in Ward 2, or even in the lower city. It’s a citywide crisis and we need citywide
problem solving to begin to address it,” Kroetsch added. He says both data
and a willingness to look at things differently are key to success.

As one example of thinking differently, Kroetsch recently used City of Hamilton
data to conduct his own research along the length of the LRT line, identifying
every city-owned property within 500 metres of the LRT line (from Eastgate
Mall to McMaster University). He says what he found was 21 sites totalling 12.5
acres that could be developed into affordable housing. He believes the LRT
line must be more than just towers of new condos.

https://www.cameronforward2.ca/platform
https://www.cameronforward2.ca/platform
https://open.hamilton.ca/
https://open.hamilton.ca/


“I want the City to help with what is often the most difficult piece of the puzzle
- the cost of the land on which to build housing. I want to see partnerships
between the City, CityHousing Hamilton, and our award-winning,
not-for-profit organizations with proven track records of building and
maintaining deeply affordable housing.”

When asked who would pay to build the units, Kroetsch pointed to
strengthening relationships with existing not-for-profits, such as
Hamilton-based Indwell, Kiwanis Homes, the YWCA, and the Salvation Army,
that are able to find investments from other levels of governments for their
projects. Kroetsch has been speaking with these providers for years and sees
an opportunity for the City to create partnerships and provide more support.

He also points out that these providers often build and operate deeply
affordable units, well below the City’s own defined affordable housing
threshold at 125% of the market rate. “We need to get serious about how we
define affordability and I don’t think 125% of the market rate in one of North
America’s most expensive housing markets is even close to acceptable. We
can do better.”

Kroetsch’s interactive map not only highlights where the city-owned
properties are located, but also provides photographs and important stats for
each site along the LRT line. “Waiting for private, for-profit developers to
somehow solve our affordable housing crisis isn’t working. We’re getting
further and further behind. We need creative partners that all agree high
quality, accessible, affordable housing is the goal.”

Kroetsch’s research, including an interactive map, can be found on the
Downtown Sparrow website.
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