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 To Mr. Jenkins’ surprise, after her abortion she 
returned to speak with him. The change in her demeanor was 
evident. The sadness seen at her arrival had given way to anger 
at her circumstances and particularly towards the father of her 
children - her living little girl and the aborted one.

A collection of photos by Joanne of Arc from the event
 
 If there is one thing that needs to be remembered 
from this event is that all the presenters seemed to agree that 
working in the pro-life movement changed them. In other 
words, a conversion of the heart took place for them. The 
meaning of the value of life took a much deeper purpose. Even 
the way sexuality was perceived and the way men and women 
treated each other took on a whole new meaning, because there 
is now an understanding that sexuality leads to the creation of 
life which in turn is sacred and cannot be eliminated.
 
 Some of the participants raised questions after the 
presentations. One of them inquired about the importance 
of educating youth on the virtue of chastity, which could 
ultimately reduce the number of pregnancies and abortions. 
Blaise from CCBR agreed that it was an important point that 
should be explored in parallel to the education on the reality 
of abortion. The purpose of organizing this event early in the 
year was to start the year strong and focus on ways to install a 
culture of life in Quebec. Young adults walked out informed 
and networked after our Students for Life event. Many seemed 
motivated in order to make a real change in their communities, 
to install a culture of life. It appears the event yielded some 
fruits already; QLC President Georges Buscemi stated that 
similar events are foreseen in Montreal, yes, but also across the 
province.

CCBR emphasised the goal of zero abortions in Canada and 
encouraged participants to form strategies to achieve this goal, 
coming up with protocols to follow in order to reach specific 
goals.

 After a short break, the afternoon ended with talks 
from Ms. Diaz, Philip, and Mr. Jenkins. Ms. Diaz invited 
participants to attend two activities her group would be leading 
the following day – a two-hour apologetics teaching session 
along with a 90-minute practicum on the streets of Montreal. 
(Between ten and fourteen persons attended these two sessions 
the next day.) 

 

Maeve and Kim from CLC before giving their presentations. 

 Philip shared about the founding, a friend and him, of 
a pro-life group (“Action Vitale”) for students on the campus of 
the college he attends – CEGEP du Vieux-Montréal along with 
some leafleting and other exercises the group has done.

 QLC Vice-President ended the afternoon of talks 
speaking of the pastoral work that he is intimately involved 
in. Originally five, but now four abortion facilities lie within 
a half kilometer radius of the intersection of Berri and St. 
Catherine Streets. Currently a fifty-meter bubble zone exists 
preventing pro-life leafleting from approaching and handing 
out alternatives to abortion to those thinking of aborting their 
child. This has not always been the case as in 2016 the provincial 
Health Minister, Gaetan Barrette sponsored a bill enacting this 
restriction.
 Prior to this bill, Mr. Jenkins would be up close and 
frequently interact with the clients of the abortion facilities. 
He related the story of Julie, a petite French Canadian who 
shared with him her plight and why she had scheduled an 
abortion. 

 The gathering was well attended. Students from five 
separate schools attended the event and the consensus was one 
of gratitude for an opportunity to meet in person and to discuss 
with like-minded individuals that care about human rights and 
defending life from conception to natural death.
 The two ladies from CLC began the proceedings. Ms. 
Roche noted that the demographic of women which undergoes 
the most abortions are those attending university and college. 
Hence, university and college pro-life groups can play an 
important role at impacting and reducing the number of 
abortions. Ms. Headly gave a testimony of her pro-life journey.
 Katie Somers (TRtL) spoke on the importance of 
good apologetics training to change people’s minds and hearts. 
She drew on her nine-year experience in the pro-life field to 
show how one-on-one encounters with people from various 
backgrounds can change hearts on the topic of abortion. Her 
talk was interspersed with humour much to the audiences’ 
pleasure.
 Keynote speaker Alleyne’s hour-long presentation was 
well thought out. Using videos, graphs, and pictures, the CCBR 
representative made the case for abortion victim photography 
by citing three instances in history when photography moved 
hearts and minds to redress a societal wrong – slavery, child 
labour, and US segregation laws. Then, Mr. Alleyne noted 
that history is repeating itself with the same opportunity. 
Photography is permitting us not only to see the victims of 
abortion but also to marvel at the development of life in the 
womb. This decade and half veteran of pro-life activism at 
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MONTREAL - On January 14th, 2023, Quebec Life Coalition 
(QLC) hosted an afternoon conference for pro-life students in 
the Montreal area.

 QLC Director of Political Operations, Arpad Nagy, 
organized the Montreal event to encourage pro-life students to 
come together and network, while discussing the culture of life in 
Quebec.

 The afternoon conference, held at the former Grand 
Seminary of Montreal, included featured speakers from outside 
Quebec : Maeve Roche, Campaign Life Coalition’s youth 
Coordinator, her colleague Kim Headley, CLC’s Assistant Youth 
Coordinator, keynote speaker Blaise Alleyne, Eastern Outreach 
Coordinator of the Canadian Center for Bio-Ethical Reform, 
(CCBR) and Katie Somers, Director of Outreach for Toronto 
Right to Life (TRtL).These invited guests were joined by local 
speakers - Merichel Diaz, co-founder of Montreal Against 
Abortion, Philip founder of the college pro-life group “Action 
Vitale,” and QLC’s own Brian Jenkins.

 The bilingual event offered simultaneous translation, 
done by QLC’s president, Mr. Georges Buscemi.
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Building a Christian society that defends faith, family, and the human person, from conception to natural death

The participants at our event “Students For Life”, on January 14th 2023.
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A five-year-old child’s breathing 
tube will be removed even if it 
kills him.
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MONTREAL – The Quebec Court of Appeal has ruled that a 
child’s breathing tube can be permanently removed despite his 
parents opposing the decision.

 According to Global News, Quebec’s Court of Appeal 
has ruled that Sainte-Justice Hospital can permanently remove 
the breathing tube from a five-year-old child in intensive care 
who has been in a coma since he fell into the family pool in June 
2022.

 “The parents were hoping that the Court of Appeal 
would force the hospital to keep the child alive with a breathing 
tube”...“but the court said ‘No’ ” reported Stephane Giroux for 
CTV news. 

 “The principle of preserving life at all costs is 
not absolute when the conditions for maintaining life are 
unacceptable,” the high court wrote.

 The judgment confirms an earlier court judgment 
based on what doctors and experts were saying that there was no 
chance for the child to ever improve, as he has no brain activity, 
according to them. 

 “Quebec Superior Court Justice Bernard Jolin wrote 
in his Nov. 1 ruling that the parents’ objections were not in 

the child’s best interest and were based on the hope that God 
would miraculously return the boy to the way he was before he 
fell into the pool” reports Global News. 

 Patrick Martin-Ménard, the lawyer of the family, 
explains to CTV that this situation is very challenging for a 
family with limited resources and that cannot afford to fight 
the doctors. 

 “We will decide when to remove the breathing tube” 
said Sainte-Justine Hospital, while also stating that they will 
“respect the will of the parents”. 

 But the will of the parents is not being respected. They 
wish to save the life of the child, allowing extubation only if 
it does not lead to their child’s death, a condition which the 
hospital does not agree with.

 Despite this, the experts say it would be best to 
provide end of life care. The parents of the five-year-old have 
one remaining option, to follow up with the Supreme Court of 
Canada.

 Doctors can and have been wrong in the past. Below 
are a few examples of stories covered by LifeSiteNews that 
support this point. 

 In 2011, in Quebec, a woman that was declared “brain 
dead” woke up. Madeleine Gauron woke up from a coma at 
76-years-old at the Hospital Sainte Croix de Drummondville, 
after her family refused organ donation on her behalf. 

 Just like the five-year-old from the Sainte-Justice 
Hospital, the medical staff contacted the patient’s family, 
explaining to them that their mother was “brain dead,” with “no 
hope of recovery”. 

 According to LifeSiteNews “Patients are declared 
to be ‘brain dead,’ or hopelessly incurable. In many cases, 
aggressive doctors seek the organs of the patient for 
harvesting”.

 Patients need to be given the time and the chance 
to come back to life on their own schedule, despite a negative 
prognosis from the doctors. They cannot guarantee that a 
patient will wake up, but they cannot guarantee that a patient 
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will not wake up either. Such was the case of Martin Pistorius 
who was in a coma for 12 years and yet woke up remembering 
everything that was said around him. 

“Martin wasn’t the ‘vegetable’ that doctors said he was. In fact, 
he could see and hear everything”, wrote LifeSiteNews in 2015. 

 The parents of Martin also were told that he was a 
“vegetable” and the best thing for them to do was take him 
home and keep him comfortable until he died. Except that he 
didn’t die, he woke up and then got married and lived a normal 
life, working as a Web designer. 

 “In 2008 he met the love of his life, Joanna, and 
emigrated to the UK. In 2010 he started his own business.” 
reported LifeSiteNews. 

Announcements

1. Quebec Prays – Weekly outdoors rosary recitation 
on the steps of St. Émile church, 3333 Sherbrooke Street 
East. Prayer begins at 6pm and ends around 6:30pm. All are 
welcomed.
2. 40 Days for Life – Montreal. The twice annual 
outdoor twelve hours per day, 40-day prayer is set to begin 
on Ash Wednesday - February 22, 2023, and run through to 
Passion Sunday, April 2, 2023. The location will be downtown 
Montreal, at the intersection of Berri and St. Catherine Streets, 
outdoors of the Berri-UQAM metro station. 
3. National March for Life – Ottawa. Thursday, May 
11, 2023. As is the custom of the Quebec Life Coalition, 
chartered buses will be available to transport interested persons 
to Ottawa for the day from both Montreal and Quebec City.
4. Conservative Party of Canada National Convention, 
Quebec City, September 7 – 9, 2023.  Attend in order to effect 
change to the party policy on matters related to life, family, and 
faith. Youth early bird tickets are available, save close to 25%; 
and for non-youth, save close to 20%.

happy valentine’s day!

Brian Jenkins, Vice-President, 
Quebec Life Coalition
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