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doing there?! You shouldn’t be standing there!! Come back 
to the hospital. The force of the water is too much, it will 
wash you down. In this condition, you should not be going 
there. Please come back, please come back!” It was a cry of 
helplessness. He was just shouting and saying that I shouldn’t 
be there. Then he told my mother and my sister, “Why did 
you allow her to go ? Ask her to come back” I interpreted this 
dream as the Lord’s voice who was asking me to come back. 
The image of the river I had in my mind was particular, there 
was also a dense forest. After this dream, the next day, I went to 
the Jewish General hospital for the procedure, and you will not 
believe me, but the same picture with a river and a dense forest 
was put up in the room I was staying in for that entire day. 
I left the hospital and decided to keep the baby after spending 
a day there.”

Samuel David at the hospital - Photo : Catherina David

Joanne: Can you describe to me how you left. Did you notify 
someone or simply leave the hospital in a hurry?

Catherina David: I asked to speak with a doctor and they sent 
me the duty doctor for the day. She was in late her fifties and 
she assured me that if I was not convinced to go back home 
and make an informed decision. She said “after all it’s your 
baby and you must decide.”

Joanne: How many weeks were you when you went for the 
abortion?

Catherina David: I was 22 weeks.

Joanne: When were the tests done?

Catherina David: At week 13th and 18th the tests were done, 
so there was not much time. It was at the 20th week that we 
came to discover that Samuel would have trisomy 21.

4th 2021, he told me he had bad news for me. He announced to 
me that my baby had trisomy 21 or Down syndrome and invited 
me to discuss it at his office. It was a big shock for me and I did 
not know how to react. I was devastated just hearing the words 
“Down syndrome”. I cried the whole day, I could not pick myself 
up. Furthermore, I had to wait for a week before I had another 
appointment with the doctor, and that week was the most 
daunting week of my life. I did not have the courage to read 
anything about this on the internet, because all I knew in my 
mind was that Down syndrome was something bad, and I would 
ask myself : Why me? Why my child?
Finally, when I went to the doctor, he had a serious discussion 
with us and said “I leave it up to you whether you want to keep 
the baby, continue the pregnancy or if you want to terminate 
the pregnancy we will make it as easy as possible, but the only 
way to do it, is to go to the hospital and do a regular childbirth”. 
Then he explained the downsides of the pregnancy should I 
proceed with it : heart defects, bowl defects, cognitive delays, 
brain development, hands and legs could be shorter, longer or 
uneven etc. He concluded by saying, “Take your time, have a 
chat with your spouse and see what you want to do. If you ever 
decide to terminate, then you can fix an appointment and I will 
talk to the hospital to have it done”.

Joanne: Thank you for presenting yourself and your story. You 
have also shared with me that before deciding to keep your 
child, you had initially decided to abort the baby and went to the 
hospital for it. Can you confirm with me where had you gone for 
the abortion procedure?

Catherina David: My obstetrician was attached to the Jewish 
General Hospital and that’s where I had gone for the procedure.

Joanne:  I see. But then you decided to keep Samuel. Can you 
describe to me what went through your mind when you changed 
your decision?

Catherina David: Before I went to the hospital for the 
termination procedure, I had a dream that I was fully pregnant, 
almost at full term, and I was at the hospital with my mother 
and sister. The hospital had steps which led down to a big river 
in my country (India). I was walking towards those steps, about 
1000 steps, and then I saw a large amount of water gushing. 
There was also a bridge that led between the hospital and those 
steps, and I was contemplating whether I should go into the 
river. Suddenly, I heard a man shouting to me: “What are you 

She went to the Jewish General Hospital for an abortion, 
before she decided to change her mind and keep the baby. 
Catherina, was guided by her faith and a dream she had that 
she believes was from God and that helped her resist the 
temptation to end the life of her child.

Today, Catherina, Samuel & the rest of her family reside in 
Ontario. She doesn’t regret her decision to keep Samuel who 
adds much joy to the family. This is their testimony.

Joanne: Can you present yourself and your story briefly?

Catherina David: My name is Catherina David, and I am a 
stay at home mom of 4 kids. I had my child, Samuel David, my 
youngest, born on the 18th of Feb 2022. Samuel was born with 
Down syndrome and has been in and out of the hospital since 
the time he was born. He was born with 3 large holes in his 
heart and had to undergo a major heart repair.
When I discovered that I was pregnant with Samuel, I was 
initially very excited. We shared the news with our family 
and friends. My doctor recommended to me that I take some 
tests. The first test I took, everything seemed normal. Then the 
doctor asked me to do the harmony test. I didn’t think there 
would be anything to be worried about, because I had already 
delivered 3 healthy children. The doctor kept calling me for 
some reason and when he finally reached me, on September 

By Joanne of Arc, QLC 

Catherina David is a stay at home mom of four kids who 
contacted us to share the beautiful testimony of her youngest 
child, Samuel David. She reached out to us at first for prayer 
and support on her pregnancy journey. Today, she wants to share 
with us, in detail, how her story unveiled. She discovered she was 
pregnant at almost 9 weeks into her pregnancy while she was 
moving from Quebec to Ontario.

She was very excited and happy about her new pregnancy initially. 
Her doctor asked her to do an additional test when she was 5 
months pregnant, through which she learned that her baby had 
trisomy 21 (Down syndrome).

After having delivered three perfectly healthy children, it was 
certainly a big shock to her. She admits that she was devastated 
and didn’t know how to react. She cried the whole day when she 
found out the news, and then the whole week after it.

When she met with her doctor after learning the news, he said to 
her “I leave it up to you whether you want to keep the baby, if you 
want to continue the pregnancy or if you want to terminate it we 
will make it as easy as possible for you, but you will have to go to 
the hospital and have a regular childbirth delivery.”
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Samuel David at 9 months old with his 3 older siblings and parent -- Photos : Catherina David
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”Late-term abortions are 
performed here every week”
-Nurse at the Jewish General 
Hospital

By Joanne of Arc, QLC --Photo: Unsplash

A nurse at the Jewish General Hospital in Montreal informed 
Quebec Life Coalition that late-term abortions, i.e. at 21 weeks 
gestation or more, are performed on a “weekly” basis at this 
famous Montreal hospital.

According to the hospital’s website, the hospital was founded 
in 1934 and is considered a teaching hospital that is one of the 
largest and busiest acute care hospitals in the province.

A nurse at the hospital, who wishes to remain anonymous, 
contacted us after realizing that an abortion had taken place in 
her workplace at 24 weeks of pregnancy for the eugenic reason 
of having Down syndrome.

“I work at the Jewish General Hospital as a nurse. Last week, 
I discovered that there was a woman 24 weeks pregnant with 
a child with Down syndrome who was in the case room for a 
“therapeutic abortion”. I was devastated to see such a late-term 
abortion take place at my workplace. Because I was so upset, 
I asked Brian [Vice President of Quebec Life Coalition - 
ed.] to pray for this child and his mother. Unfortunately, the 
abortion took place and I still pray that the woman will realize 
the atrocity that happened and seek healing through God’s 
mercy” shares the nurse.

Joanne: What was the doctor’s reaction when you told him you 
would keep the child?

Catherina David: The doctor told me that if I choose to give life 
to my son, they will support him, and he has done everything so 
far to keep this promise.

Joanne: At any point during your pregnancy, did you feel 
pressured to make a choice for abortion from the doctor? 
What about friends?

Catherina David: Absolutely no pressure from my doctor or the 
hospital, all they told us was if we choose life for our baby they 
will do everything to support it. At this point, we had just one 
friend who knew of our situation, and they were supportive.

Joanne: But didn’t you feel that it was a bit much for your initial 
doctor to immediately mention the possibility of termination of 
your pregnancy based on the condition of your child? After all, it 
is human life we are talking about...

Catherina David: It did feel very hard, the possibility of them 
even mentioning it was baffling, because I could not go through 
it as a parent, and I did not want to go through it. It was a lot 
for me emotionally, going to the hospital at 5 months and doing 
a natural labor process.(...) I was told that “every day I keep the 
fetus, I will face more difficulties, because I will experience more 
trauma for myself and the child.” On one hand, yes they said 
they would do everything to help me, but on the other hand... 
I think that because the system is the public health system, it 
is a big burden on them(...) In our country where I come from 
(India) they don’t offer these options. I have to say that they 

moment of my life that God did not need me, but I needed God 
in my life. He was, is, and will always be present in my life no 
matter what my situation or circumstances are.

Joanne: What inspired you to share your testimony with us?

Catherina David: The very fact that I have a son without any 
disabilities and heart repair that could be managed by the 
doctors itself is a testimony worth sharing. We were given to 
understand at week 20 that Samuel’s right ventricle was a tiny 
speck and if it didn’t grow then Samuel would have 9 heart 
surgeries in the first year of life alone. The-head of cardiac team 
told us only one thing : if you choose life for the baby we will do 
everything to support it & the hospital and doctors did that.

Joanne: What is the most important message behind your 
testimony in your eyes?

Catherina David: 2 Samuel 7 : “Then King David went in and 
sat in the LORD’s presence and said, “Who am I, Lord GOD, 
and what is my house, that you should have brought me so far? 
And yet even this is too little in your sight, Lord GOD!” 
The Lord will take up your battles, and he will make a way 
where there’s seems to be no way.

Joanne: What would you like to say to expecting mothers who 
may find out that their child has a condition like yours?

Catherina David: Be cheerful, rejoice in the Lord he will walk 
you through the turbulent waters and the roaring skies. He is the 
giver of life and he will take care of you and your baby now and 
forever. 

The David family --Photo: Catherina David
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prepared us for the worst, but not for the best. They gave us the 
worst possible scenario, but I could not do it (abortion).

Joanne: At which week were you given the “option” to abort 
your child by your doctor?

Catherina David: At week 20th and at week 26th.

Joanne: That’s two separate times. So on two separate 
occasions, your doctor mentioned it again?

Catherina David: Yes, because at week 26 I was told about a 
heart condition.

Joanne: Can you tell me, what does your life look like today? 
(On a day-to-day basis)

Catherina David: Today Samuel is 8 months and counting, he 
is a beautiful gift to us, and we love having him with us. Samuel 
spent the first 4 months of life at the hospital between blood 
work and surgery. He is still recovering, and the road ahead is 
rather a long one for him, but nevertheless we will continue to 
keep the faith for him as parents.

Joanne: Do you ever regret your decision?

Catherina David: Absolutely not.

Joanne: How did your family/friends react to the news?

Catherina David: Most of our friends were very concerned 
for us and our 3 kids since we had no help, and it was a 
devastating period that we were going through it was draining 
us mentally and emotionally. Our friends did all they could to 
help us through by sending food, taking turns to give the kids 
play dates and even help us with trips to the hospital. For our 
families they supported us through prayer constantly, since they 
were 10,000 miles + away,  all they could offer us were words of 
solace and assure us constantly of their prayers.

Joanne: What would you like to sensibilize the readers of this 
article to?

Catherina David: Through the nine months of carrying 
Samuel in my womb I realized that even in the darkest 

4 | 6



”Late-term abortions are 
performed here every week”
-Nurse at the Jewish General 
Hospital

By Joanne of Arc, QLC --Photo: Unsplash

A nurse at the Jewish General Hospital in Montreal informed 
Quebec Life Coalition that late-term abortions, i.e. at 21 weeks 
gestation or more, are performed on a “weekly” basis at this 
famous Montreal hospital.

According to the hospital’s website, the hospital was founded 
in 1934 and is considered a teaching hospital that is one of the 
largest and busiest acute care hospitals in the province.

A nurse at the hospital, who wishes to remain anonymous, 
contacted us after realizing that an abortion had taken place in 
her workplace at 24 weeks of pregnancy for the eugenic reason 
of having Down syndrome.

“I work at the Jewish General Hospital as a nurse. Last week, 
I discovered that there was a woman 24 weeks pregnant with 
a child with Down syndrome who was in the case room for a 
“therapeutic abortion”. I was devastated to see such a late-term 
abortion take place at my workplace. Because I was so upset, 
I asked Brian [Vice President of Quebec Life Coalition - 
ed.] to pray for this child and his mother. Unfortunately, the 
abortion took place and I still pray that the woman will realize 
the atrocity that happened and seek healing through God’s 
mercy” shares the nurse.

Joanne: What was the doctor’s reaction when you told him you 
would keep the child?

Catherina David: The doctor told me that if I choose to give life 
to my son, they will support him, and he has done everything so 
far to keep this promise.

Joanne: At any point during your pregnancy, did you feel 
pressured to make a choice for abortion from the doctor? 
What about friends?

Catherina David: Absolutely no pressure from my doctor or the 
hospital, all they told us was if we choose life for our baby they 
will do everything to support it. At this point, we had just one 
friend who knew of our situation, and they were supportive.

Joanne: But didn’t you feel that it was a bit much for your initial 
doctor to immediately mention the possibility of termination of 
your pregnancy based on the condition of your child? After all, it 
is human life we are talking about...

Catherina David: It did feel very hard, the possibility of them 
even mentioning it was baffling, because I could not go through 
it as a parent, and I did not want to go through it. It was a lot 
for me emotionally, going to the hospital at 5 months and doing 
a natural labor process.(...) I was told that “every day I keep the 
fetus, I will face more difficulties, because I will experience more 
trauma for myself and the child.” On one hand, yes they said 
they would do everything to help me, but on the other hand... 
I think that because the system is the public health system, it 
is a big burden on them(...) In our country where I come from 
(India) they don’t offer these options. I have to say that they 

moment of my life that God did not need me, but I needed God 
in my life. He was, is, and will always be present in my life no 
matter what my situation or circumstances are.

Joanne: What inspired you to share your testimony with us?

Catherina David: The very fact that I have a son without any 
disabilities and heart repair that could be managed by the 
doctors itself is a testimony worth sharing. We were given to 
understand at week 20 that Samuel’s right ventricle was a tiny 
speck and if it didn’t grow then Samuel would have 9 heart 
surgeries in the first year of life alone. The-head of cardiac team 
told us only one thing : if you choose life for the baby we will do 
everything to support it & the hospital and doctors did that.

Joanne: What is the most important message behind your 
testimony in your eyes?

Catherina David: 2 Samuel 7 : “Then King David went in and 
sat in the LORD’s presence and said, “Who am I, Lord GOD, 
and what is my house, that you should have brought me so far? 
And yet even this is too little in your sight, Lord GOD!” 
The Lord will take up your battles, and he will make a way 
where there’s seems to be no way.

Joanne: What would you like to say to expecting mothers who 
may find out that their child has a condition like yours?

Catherina David: Be cheerful, rejoice in the Lord he will walk 
you through the turbulent waters and the roaring skies. He is the 
giver of life and he will take care of you and your baby now and 
forever. 

The David family --Photo: Catherina David

3 | 6CULTURE Of Life CULTURE Of Life

prepared us for the worst, but not for the best. They gave us the 
worst possible scenario, but I could not do it (abortion).

Joanne: At which week were you given the “option” to abort 
your child by your doctor?

Catherina David: At week 20th and at week 26th.

Joanne: That’s two separate times. So on two separate 
occasions, your doctor mentioned it again?

Catherina David: Yes, because at week 26 I was told about a 
heart condition.

Joanne: Can you tell me, what does your life look like today? 
(On a day-to-day basis)

Catherina David: Today Samuel is 8 months and counting, he 
is a beautiful gift to us, and we love having him with us. Samuel 
spent the first 4 months of life at the hospital between blood 
work and surgery. He is still recovering, and the road ahead is 
rather a long one for him, but nevertheless we will continue to 
keep the faith for him as parents.

Joanne: Do you ever regret your decision?

Catherina David: Absolutely not.

Joanne: How did your family/friends react to the news?

Catherina David: Most of our friends were very concerned 
for us and our 3 kids since we had no help, and it was a 
devastating period that we were going through it was draining 
us mentally and emotionally. Our friends did all they could to 
help us through by sending food, taking turns to give the kids 
play dates and even help us with trips to the hospital. For our 
families they supported us through prayer constantly, since they 
were 10,000 miles + away,  all they could offer us were words of 
solace and assure us constantly of their prayers.

Joanne: What would you like to sensibilize the readers of this 
article to?

Catherina David: Through the nine months of carrying 
Samuel in my womb I realized that even in the darkest 

4 | 6



Quebec Life Coalition 
activities  UPCOMING EVENTS

1. VIGIL 365 (Ongoing)
- Having recently completed the “40 Days for Life” prayer vigil 
for the end of abortion, the ongoing daily prayerful presence 
near four abortion facilities in the Montreal downtown core has 
resumed. Do you think God is calling you to participate? There 
are three ways to participate. Call (438) 930-8643 to learn more.

2.  QUEBEC LIFE COALITION HALF DAY BRIEFING – 
Get to know the inner workings of the Quebec Life Coalition 
more deeply by attending three presentations by three of its 
agents:
 – President Georges Buscemi
 – VP Brian Jenkins
 – Political Liaison Arpad Nagy
Saturday, December 10, 2022, 1 – 4:30PM. Grand Séminaire de 
Montréal, 2065 Sherbrooke Street West, Montreal, QC H3H 
1G6. Parking available.

3.  national march for life
a. USA – Friday, January 20, 2023, in Washington, D.C.
b. Canada – Thursday, May 11, 2023, in Ottawa, ON.

4.  40 days for life lenten vigil 
– February 22, 2023, to Sunday, April 2, 2023.

5. monK’S FRUIT CAKE
– Support the pro-life ministry with the purchase of tasty fruit 
cakes produced by the Cistercian community formerly of Oka, 
QC. MUNCH appreciated. 

6. montreal women’s day retreat
– featuring the Sisters of Life, Saturday, March 18, 2023.

 

-Photo: Unsplash

She adds, “I had heard before that abortions take place at the 
hospital where I work, obviously, but for the most part I was 
under the impression that they take place at a less advanced 
stage, at less weeks, not to say it’s better, but the procedure is 
much less complicated at less weeks. I thought the hospital did 
them up to 8 weeks, but I learned through a colleague that late-
stage abortions also take place in the case room and that we have 
to respect that...”

She also sadly added, “I saw another therapeutic abortion on 
the schedule this week at 33 weeks, it happened again, I never 
realized previously how often they happen.”

After our interview, the nurse reported to me that according to 
her co-worker, these “procedures” occur on a weekly basis.
She concluded, “What I find frightening is that this child was 
aborted at 24 weeks at the hospital where I work while we have 
an excellent intensive care unit and we have so many babies at 
24 or 27 weeks who are living because of this intensive care that 
we provide! So it’s stupefying. If the patient wants to keep the 
baby, we do everything we can to keep the baby alive. We put it 
in an incubator, we give it oxygen and even a tube to feed it. We 
do so many interventions because the mother wants to keep the 
child. But, if the mother suddenly decides she wants an abortion 
(at 21 weeks or more), that’s what we end up doing.”

Another woman contacted us to share the story of her Down 
syndrome boy whom she decided to keep after canceling her 
abortion appointment that was scheduled to take place at the 
Jewish General Hospital when she was 22 weeks pregnant. 

Samuel David, a child born with Down syndrome who came close 
to death had his mother aborted him at the Jewish Hospital
– Photo by Catherina David, his mother

Catherina David made a late-term abortion appointment 
on October 16, 2021. She spent an entire day at the Jewish 
hospital in a waiting room before changing her mind and 
saving the life of her baby boy who is doing relatively well 
today.

A representative of the hospital, Barry Morgan, declined any 
comment on the matter.

Asked by CQV about the appropriateness of this type 
of procedure in a Jewish hospital, Rabbi Alan Bright of 
Congregation Sharee Zedek in Montreal said, “I have to tell 
you I’m shocked to hear that.” “ I don’t believe for a second that 
for Down syndrome they could terminate the pregnancy.”
He adds: “I’m horrified to hear that, I’m against abortion, I 
always have been, but for that to happen here.... I don’t even 
want to think about it. I am going to make a few calls to my 
colleagues and the people at the hospital to ask them for 
clarification.”

According to Statistics Canada, in 2020, 74,155 abortions 
were committed in the country, 21,815 of which took place in 
Quebec. Let’s not forget the prescription of the abortion pill. 
According to the Journal de Montréal, in 2020, there were 
670 prescriptions, while in 2021, there were 521. In 2021, the 
figures have dropped and show the lowest number of abortions 
in 25 years due to the decrease in closeness during the 
pandemic, which would explain in part this phenomenon.
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Quebec Life Coalition 
activities  UPCOMING EVENTS

1. VIGIL 365 (Ongoing)
- Having recently completed the “40 Days for Life” prayer vigil 
for the end of abortion, the ongoing daily prayerful presence 
near four abortion facilities in the Montreal downtown core has 
resumed. Do you think God is calling you to participate? There 
are three ways to participate. Call (438) 930-8643 to learn more.

2.  QUEBEC LIFE COALITION HALF DAY BRIEFING – 
Get to know the inner workings of the Quebec Life Coalition 
more deeply by attending three presentations by three of its 
agents:
 – President Georges Buscemi
 – VP Brian Jenkins
 – Political Liaison Arpad Nagy
Saturday, December 10, 2022, 1 – 4:30PM. Grand Séminaire de 
Montréal, 2065 Sherbrooke Street West, Montreal, QC H3H 
1G6. Parking available.

3.  national march for life
a. USA – Friday, January 20, 2023, in Washington, D.C.
b. Canada – Thursday, May 11, 2023, in Ottawa, ON.

4.  40 days for life lenten vigil 
– February 22, 2023, to Sunday, April 2, 2023.

5. monK’S FRUIT CAKE
– Support the pro-life ministry with the purchase of tasty fruit 
cakes produced by the Cistercian community formerly of Oka, 
QC. MUNCH appreciated. 

6. montreal women’s day retreat
– featuring the Sisters of Life, Saturday, March 18, 2023.

 

-Photo: Unsplash

She adds, “I had heard before that abortions take place at the 
hospital where I work, obviously, but for the most part I was 
under the impression that they take place at a less advanced 
stage, at less weeks, not to say it’s better, but the procedure is 
much less complicated at less weeks. I thought the hospital did 
them up to 8 weeks, but I learned through a colleague that late-
stage abortions also take place in the case room and that we have 
to respect that...”

She also sadly added, “I saw another therapeutic abortion on 
the schedule this week at 33 weeks, it happened again, I never 
realized previously how often they happen.”

After our interview, the nurse reported to me that according to 
her co-worker, these “procedures” occur on a weekly basis.
She concluded, “What I find frightening is that this child was 
aborted at 24 weeks at the hospital where I work while we have 
an excellent intensive care unit and we have so many babies at 
24 or 27 weeks who are living because of this intensive care that 
we provide! So it’s stupefying. If the patient wants to keep the 
baby, we do everything we can to keep the baby alive. We put it 
in an incubator, we give it oxygen and even a tube to feed it. We 
do so many interventions because the mother wants to keep the 
child. But, if the mother suddenly decides she wants an abortion 
(at 21 weeks or more), that’s what we end up doing.”

Another woman contacted us to share the story of her Down 
syndrome boy whom she decided to keep after canceling her 
abortion appointment that was scheduled to take place at the 
Jewish General Hospital when she was 22 weeks pregnant. 

Samuel David, a child born with Down syndrome who came close 
to death had his mother aborted him at the Jewish Hospital
– Photo by Catherina David, his mother

Catherina David made a late-term abortion appointment 
on October 16, 2021. She spent an entire day at the Jewish 
hospital in a waiting room before changing her mind and 
saving the life of her baby boy who is doing relatively well 
today.

A representative of the hospital, Barry Morgan, declined any 
comment on the matter.

Asked by CQV about the appropriateness of this type 
of procedure in a Jewish hospital, Rabbi Alan Bright of 
Congregation Sharee Zedek in Montreal said, “I have to tell 
you I’m shocked to hear that.” “ I don’t believe for a second that 
for Down syndrome they could terminate the pregnancy.”
He adds: “I’m horrified to hear that, I’m against abortion, I 
always have been, but for that to happen here.... I don’t even 
want to think about it. I am going to make a few calls to my 
colleagues and the people at the hospital to ask them for 
clarification.”

According to Statistics Canada, in 2020, 74,155 abortions 
were committed in the country, 21,815 of which took place in 
Quebec. Let’s not forget the prescription of the abortion pill. 
According to the Journal de Montréal, in 2020, there were 
670 prescriptions, while in 2021, there were 521. In 2021, the 
figures have dropped and show the lowest number of abortions 
in 25 years due to the decrease in closeness during the 
pandemic, which would explain in part this phenomenon.
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