
SGAC Committee Meeting Minutes June 24, 2022 

Presiding:  Jess Grams, CRC Chair, SGSC Nonvoting Chair, Jon Fure, CRC Executive Director 

Members Present:  Bill Hanley, Sandy Smith, Will Travis, Bill Huepenbecker, Alan Ostergaard, Jean Krueger, Linda Kohl, 

Adrean Clark,  

Members Absent:  Crystal Merriwether, Vijay Andrew, Peg Guilfoyle, Olga Nichols 

1. Public Safety Update: 

Presenters: SPPD Commander Laura Bolduan; John Bandemer, Director of Safety Strategies Saint Paul Downtown 

Alliance 

Crimes against persons are up. Most of these are domestic assaults. 

Crimes against property are down but are still 20% up for the year mostly due to arsons in the downtown area. 

Firearm discharges are down for the year. 

New officers have completed their training.  New Police Academy starting in August. 

Alliance Bank key for after hours entry to the skyway had gone missing which had impeded police entry but has now 

been replaced at Alliance Bank and an emergency key is in place at the police department. 

Bill Hanley brought up the question as to why the police department doesn’t have emergency keys for all skyway doors. 

Alan Ostergaard also expressed his concern about the lack of emergency keys for skyway doors and potential problems 

for after hours emergency response. 

Commander Bolduan will follow up with the fire department regarding this as they are considered first responders. 

John Bandemer reports no new significant skyway safety concerns.   

2.  Presentation by Sara Fleetham, Listening House Director of Development: 

Sara is asking for the Capitol River Council, and the SGAC as part of CRC, to sign a letter of support regarding obtaining a 

permanent location for Listening House, a daytime drop-in shelter for people in need of essential services.  Multiple 

other entities and individuals, including elected officials, have already signed on she states.   

They have never had a permanent site and are looking at purchasing the old Red Savoy Pizza building.  Due to the closing 

of Freedom House, they anticipate an increased need for their services and need a larger space which the Red Savoy site 

will give them.  This will also enable them to expand their hours of service.  The location eliminates residential concerns. 

While the committee members generally voiced support for the endeavor and felt that it was appropriate for CRC to sign 

on to a letter of support, there was some disagreement and discussion as to whether or not the SGAC is the appropriate 

venue to recommend this to the CRC.  There were some members that felt that this is not really a SGAC issue and 

expressed concerns that this may open doors for other groups to request SGAC support for their individual projects 

unrelated to the skyway.  There was also a concern that this committee hadn’t engaged the public regarding their 

support.  There were concerns that employees of businesses/state buildings around the site had not been involved in 

discussions regarding any concerns they might have.  

There was also the viewpoint of some that the constituency served by Listening House also uses the skyway system so 

that bringing this issue to SGAC was appropriate. 

It was mentioned that there are a number of people in the skyway who are experiencing homelessness who essentially 

live and overnight in the skyway system so this is an appropriate SGAC issue.  



A motion was made by Alan Ostergaard to recommend that the SGAC sign on to the letter of support.  There was no 

second so the motion did not go forward. 

It will be added to the CRC annual meeting agenda. 

3.  Other business: 

Bill Hanley reports that no dogs will be allowed in the tot lot. 

Linda Kohl reports that she is still waiting to hear from DSI regarding skyway “stubs”. 

Alan Ostergaard wonders what is the current role of the SGAC.  How can we think outside the box regarding skyway 

issues? 

Sandy Smith recommends that the committee review the General Policy Statement for the Construction of the Saint 

Paul Skyway System, last amended in 2006, and how that policy statement is applicable to our current situation.  How 

much of that policy has actually gone forward?  How do we integrate the skyway into the rest of downtown? 

Respectfully submitted, 

Sandy Smith 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 


