
SGAC Meeting Notes April 22, 2022 

Presiding: Jess Grams, CRC Chair, SGAC Chair; Jon Fure, CRC Executive Director 

Members Present: Bill Hanley, Sandy Smith, Will Travis, Bill Huepenbecker, Alan Ostergaard  

Members Absent: Jean Krueger, Crystal Meriwether, Linda Kohl, Vijay Andrew, Adrean Clark, Peg Guilfoyle, Olga Nichols 

Public Safety Update: 

Presenters:  SPPD Commander Laura Bolduan; SPPD Senior Commander Jesse Mollner; John Bandemer, Downtown 
Alliance Safety Communication Center Downtown Improvement District 

There was an overall drop in crimes against persons of 76% in the downtown area. 

Aggravated assaults are down this month compared to last month. 

Simple assaults are up 8% compared to the same time last year. No evidence to suggest that individuals or groups of 
people are being targeted. Many seem to be domestic or acquaintance related. 

Property crimes are down 34% in a month to month comparison. Arson continues to drive a slight increase in property 
crimes compared to last year.  

The “return to office” police detail was successfully implemented over the last couple of weeks and engaged many 
downtown business and community partners with a focus on parking ramps and the skyway. 

The Justice Assistance Grant (JAG) was started this week focusing on area hot spots in downtown and the central 
district. This is in partnership with the Office of Neighborhood Safety under the direction of Brooke Blakey as well as 21 
Days of Peace, the Community Ambassadors, and District Councils. 

New officers are continuing their field training and hopefully will be certified to solo patrol in mid to late June. 

Emma Burns from the Downtown Alliance reported some concerns regarding decreased police presence and private 
security in the skyway on weekends. Commander Bolduan stated that although there is a drop in the number of SPPD 
officers in the system on the weekend, central district officers are utilized for any priority service calls. Senior SPPD 
Commander Jesse Mollner stated that even though the weekend daytime shift has a smaller number of officers, the 
evening shift is fully staffed seven days a week. The goal is to fill the daytime vacancies with the new officers currently in 
training. 

Metro Transit has increased their presence at Central Station. 

There was concern expressed regarding multiple shelters planned for closure in the near future. Senior Commander 
Mollner reported ongoing discussions with Ramsey County and Catholic Charities. 

John Bandemer reports that activity around the Central Station and Vertical Tower is better. The negative behavior 
appears to have moved towards skybridge #44 to the Capitol City Ramp. Plans are in place for enforcement action at this 
site. However, with the increase in the workforce, negative activity has decreased. 

One of the Ambassadors continues to be dedicated to the skyway system 40 hours per week, early morning to early 
afternoon. There is also an evening Ambassador who splits their time 50/50 between street and skyway levels. 

Ambassadors are receiving training regarding what they can offer to unsheltered individuals, e.g. a safe place to stay, 
clothing, etc. This need will rise as shelters close. 

DSI Update: Presenter Akbar Muhammad, Department of Safety and Inspections  



Again, there continues to be problems with illegal skyway door locking by certain building owners. 

Violations at Park Square Court, Railroader Printer Building, Saint Paul Athletic Club, and 375 Jackson are currently being 
reviewed by the City Attorney. Bill Hanley reports that at Rebecca Noecker’s last Skyway Security meeting there was 
active conversation regarding proceeding with both criminal and civil action against Park Square Court and the 
Railroader Printer buildings. Look for further action by the end of this summer. Both buildings are owned by Madison 
Equities who, per Bill Hanley, plan to fight this all the way through the court system. 

Lighting violations between the Press House and Victory Ramp have been communicated to Fire Safety. 

In view of the frequent building violations and legal obstacles pertaining to code enforcement, Alan Ostergaard 
expressed concern regarding losing the skyway optics as a public good. 

There was discussion regarding the role of the SGAC and opportunities for governance/advising for the majority of 
skyway users and how to address these policy issues. 

It was felt that it would be beneficial to contact Councilmember Noecker and also state legislators expressing our 
concerns. 

The committee thought that administrative penalties could help address some of these issues, as discussed at our last 
meeting, and that even though this change to the charter recently failed passage, the charter commission may be 
persuaded by an amendment with a narrower scope. 

A motion was made by Sandy Smith and seconded by Alan Ostergaard to request that the charter commission 
reconsider the amendment related to administrative penalties and specify that violations of the skyway hours of 
operation are subject to administrative penalties. 

Jon Fure will send this to the charter commission chair and ask for a meeting to discuss this. 

As a quorum was not present, the motion will be emailed to all SGAC voting members and a vote will be done via email. 

Downtown Alliance Update:  Presenter Emma Burns, Director of Operations Downtown Alliance 

Annual meeting on April 28th at Osborn370. All are welcome. The President of the International Downtown Association 
will be speaking on challenges facing downtowns and solutions. 

Other Business: 

Members were again reminded of the increased needs of unsheltered individuals with the closing of multiple shelters 
and the potential added burden this may place on the downtown area. 

Viking River Cruises will be starting service this summer on the Mississippi River. 

Respectfully submitted,  

Sandy Smith 


