
SGAC  Committee Meeting Notes July 22, 2022 

Presiding:  Jon Fure, CRC Executive Director  

Members Present:  Adrean Clark, Bill Hanley, Bill Huepenbecker, Linda Kohl, Jean Krueger, Alan Ostergaard, Sandy Smith 

Members Absent:  Vijay Andrew, Jess Grams, Peg Guilfoyle, Crystal Meriwether, Olga Nichols, Will Travis 

Public Safety Update: 

Presenters: 

SPPD Commander Laura Bolduan 

Lt. Aaron Harp, Metro Transit Police 

John Bandemer, Director of Safety Strategies Saint Paul Downtown Alliance 

Crimes against persons down 30% week to week and 11% month to month.  Up overall for the year by approximately 

7%. 

Simple assaults and aggravated assaults continue to be up for the year.  There were two assaults by unknown assailants 

in the last couple of weeks.   

Crimes against property are up 21% YTD.  Arsons are significantly responsible for this percent increase.  Most are trash 

can and dumpster fires.  Some have been in parking garages. 

Criminal and quality of life concerns have arisen in the Lower Landing area where there had been an encampment.  

Construction is or will begin soon to turn this area into a dog park.  Various city departments and the city attorney’s 

office are working on a solution, offering resources and housing options. 

The focus continues to be on those areas downtown with an uptick in activity. 

Overall there have been few calls and concerns regarding the skyway system in the last month. 

Four officers were added to the downtown beat. 

Metro Transit Police report that calls remain low at the vertical building and up in the skyway.  There were a couple of 

calls in the areas of 5th and Cedar and 5th and Minnesota, a robbery and an assault.  Both occurred after 9 pm. 

Calls for service are up at Union Depot.  Most calls are narcotics related. 

John Bandemer reports that there are currently 24 ambassadors employed and hopes to get to 30 by the end of the 

summer.   

There was a meeting with the owners of The Press House.  They have hired a new security company, starting August 1st, 

and that will hopefully help with some of the skyway behavioral issues in that area. 

There will likely be an outreach worker added to the staff to work with the city’s homeless action outreach team. 

DSI Update: 

No representative present. 

Sandy Smith asked where we are at with the courts regarding the illegal locking of the Railroader Printer Building.  Jon 

Fure will check with DSI and the city attorney’s office. 

Jean Krueger asked about updates involving the Athletic Club and inadequate cooling in their area of the skyway 

corridor.  John Bandemer reports that there has been a problem with the building’s air conditioning and that they are 

working on this.  Linda Kohl states that this is clearly a violation of the Skyway Code of Conduct. 



Jon Fure recommended that people call the DSI complaint line with any skyway violations as response tends to be 

complaint driven. 

Review of General Policy Statement for the Construction of the Saint Paul Skyway System: 

Sandy Smith suggested that the committee review the policy, which was first adopted by the City Council of Saint Paul in 

1980 and last amended in 2006, to make recommendations, if any, to the CRC and the Skyway Work Group for possible 

updating.  Also, how much of the policy recommendations are actually going forward?   

The policy defines the purpose of the skyway system and its components, cost sharing and funding, design and material 

requirements/standards, incorporation of public art, submission of plans, easement requirements, and operation and 

maintenance requirements, etc.   

There was concern expressed by Jean Krueger, about the committee’s role in formulating policy.  There was agreement 

that the committee does not, should not, and cannot implement policy changes.  Our role is advisory only.  The City 

Council makes the final determination regarding any changes to policy. 

Reviewing the document may also help the committee with holding chronic offenders accountable regarding skyway 

compliance issues. 

It was decided that the committee needs to take its time and carefully read through the document and discuss this 

further at the next meeting.  Jon will copy and paste the policy on a Google doc and members can add comments and 

questions which we can address at the next meeting. 

Other Business: 

The question was raised regarding where we are at with the charter commission about the previous motion to allow 

administrative fines for skyway building owners who are in noncompliance with skyway code.  Jon is continuing to look 

into this and into addressing concerns that have been brought up regarding unfair and unequal treatment of business 

owners. 

The question was also raised at to why the prosecution of skyway ordinance violations doesn’t move through the 

criminal court, especially those offenders who repeatedly commit violations.  Jon will reach out to John Choi, Ramsey 

County Attorney, for further explanation. 

As there was no other business, the meeting was adjourned. 

Respectfully submitted (and I take all responsibility for any mistakes), 

Sandy Smith 


