
Skyway Governance Advisory Committee Meeting Notes 8/26/2022  

Presiding: Jon Fure, CRC Executive Director  

Members Present: Adrean Clark, Bill Hanley, Bill Huepenbecker, Linda Kohl, Jean Kruger, Alan Ostergaard, Sandy Smith, 
Will Travis Members  

Absent: Jess Grams CRC Chair and non-voting SGAC Chair, Vijay Andrew, Peg Guilfoyle, Crystal Meriwether, Olga Nichols,  

Public Safety Update: 

Presenter: Commander Mary Brodt 

Crimes against persons declined 3% year to year date. 

Two shootings in the 5th and Cedar area at the end of July. One arrest was made. Security at The Intercontinental Hotel 
was threatened this past week by knife. An arrest was made. Arsons continue to drive up crimes against property 
numbers. 30 arsons so far this year compared to 12 last year. One person felt to be responsible for several of these 
arsons was arrested last week. 

Motor vehicle thefts remain high throughout the city. 

Operations are focused around 5th and Minnesota due to narcotic transactions. Three main “players” were arrested. 

East Metro enforcement detail made 30 arrests this week throughout the city recovering 8 firearms. 

Focus is on downtown parks, parking garages, as well as the library. 

New Police Academy has started with 26 currently enrolled. Goal is for two academies per year until staffing is back to 
full force. 

Nothing reported specific to the skyways. 

Bill Hanley reported an ongoing concern with buildings being locked and police not having access through the skyway 
system. He has contacted Chief Ellison, the commanders, Joe Spencer, and City Councilmember Noecker regarding the 
potential for significant safety issues because of this. Councilmember Noecker has scheduled a meeting to address this 
and has also involved the city attorney’s office. 

General Policy Statement for the Construction of the Saint Paul Skyway review: 

Continued from last meeting. 

General comments regarding changes and recommendations to the document were reviewed and discussed to bring it 
up to date. 

There was also discussion regarding policy goals that are not being met/implemented including updated static maps, 
consistent signage including vertical access, public restrooms (a significant and ongoing problem downtown for which, 
after extensive research, a fully staffed restroom seems to be the only viable option per Emma Burns of the Downtown 
Alliance), security features (e.g. public access security phones), easement requirements. 

Discussion was had regarding public restrooms including where, how, and funding. The Public Realm Committee is 
looking into this and it may be something the SGAC may want to weigh into as well. 

There was discussion regarding street level ingress and egress requirements and the difference between these and 
access through the system itself. The hours ordinance pertains to the skyway system but street level ingress pertains to 
the business hours of the particular building and whether that building is open to the public or not. It was felt that street 
level ingress and egress rules are confusing and unclear. This may be an issue for the committee to address. 

A question was raised as to whether or not the Skyway Working Group was still meeting. The answer is no, it is not. 
Emma added that a holistic review of the infrastructure and policy is being done as part of the Downtown Alliance 
Investment Strategy task group. She added “what does a holistic review of the ordinance and the policies” of the skyway 
system look like? She suggested that our committee and the task force share our ideas/recommendations. 



Jon recommended submitting the general policy review suggestions to the Downtown Alliance Investment Strategy task 
group. As the SGAC has standing to make these recommendations, Jon will also submit these to Councilmember Noecker 
for her review. 

Other Updates: 

Emma Burns has met with Councilmember Noecker, the SPCPA, Nancy from The Minnesota Museum of American Art, 
and the managers of the Victory Ramp about a potential project for spring semester regarding public art and mural 
making. This would involve a mural to cover part of the wall between the ramp and the Pioneer Press Building. 

Other Business: 

Question from Adrean: How do we ensure that we resolve the recurring issues rather than booting them to future 
committees...to go over again? 

Jon stated that we have to continue to use the committee to influence the issues in any way that we can in discussions 
with Councilmember Noecker, the Downtown Alliance, and BOMA. We also need to make sure that any work group that 
we form has a chance to succeed. 

Linda Kohl states that she has not heard anything from DSI about the Skyway Stub issue. There being no other business, 
the meeting was adjourned. 

Respectfully submitted (and I take full responsibility for any mistakes), Sandy Smith 

 


