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Kansas Works - Hot Jobs Listings
Attached here is the weekly Hot Jobs List from KansasWorks for the Manhattan
area. Statewide listings may be found here.

Page Information
If you have a student that would like to be a page for the Legislature, please contact my office at
785.296.7657, or via email. Dates are available in February and March. To serve as a page
you must be 12 years of age or older.

HB 2173 - Establishing a commercial industrial hemp program
This bill authorizes the Kansas Department of Agriculture (KDA) to develop a state plan that
contains the minimum standards set by federal law for a commercial hemp program and any
necessary requirements to implement the plan with administrative regulations. Both Kansas
Senators supported the 2018 Farm Bill that removes hemp from the list of controlled substances
and allows its farming.
This bill would pave the wave for expanded agricultural opportunities for Kansas
farmers. Industrial hemp has a variety of uses and can be highly profitable for farmers who may
already be struggling financially with growing current commodities. Maximizing this potential will
require fairness to all Kansas farmers with as little bureaucracy and lowest licensing fees
possible.
The House Agriculture Committee amended the original legislation after hearing concerns from
farmers, law enforcement, and the Department of Agriculture. The goal of the amendment was

to simplify the licensing process while addressing concerns of law enforcement over
transportation and THC levels. The committee has recommended its passage in current form to
the House floor.

SB 9 - KPERs Payment
The House passed SB 9 on Friday. This bill authorizes the transfer of $115 million from the
State General Fund (SGF) to the Kansas Public Employees Retirement Fund (KPERs)
during FY 2019. In 2016, then-Governor Brownback delayed $97.4 million in KPERS
contributions, with an 8 percent interest rate to be paid by the end of FY 2018.
The Brownback budget scheme moved the $115 million to the unfunded liability, resulting in
$630,000 of monthly interest payments. The $115 million will be paid and credited to the
KPERS school group, which was not done under Brownback nor Colyer, and now we are
forced to deal with their unpaid bills. Presently, the school group is at a 60 percent funding
ratio.
This payment will increase the funding ratio to approximately 70 percent. This actuarial
required payment is being done for the first time in 25 years, and projected savings in
interest payments over 30 years are approximately $186.1 million. This first step in helping
KPERs recover from the gross mismanagement of former-Governor Brownback’. I voted
for passage of the bill. It now goes to Governor Kelly’s desk for signature.
SB 22 - Brownback Tax Plan 2.0
This week, the House Taxation Committee held hearings on SB 22. This bill is designed to
benefit giant, multi-national corporations and will cost Kansas $187.3 million for FY
2020. By FY 2022, its estimated cost to Kansas is upwards of $416 million. This would
steal more money out of our state, local economies, and Kansan’s pockets. This is a
repeat of the failed Brownback tax plan that was repealed less than two years ago. A 2016
study by a non-partisan non-profit, Feeding America, found that the cost of eliminating
hunger in Kansas is $185 million.
The failed Brownback tax plan left Kansas bankrupt, with crumbling infrastructure,
dangerously underfunded state agencies, struggling schools, decreases in Kansans’
pocketbooks, and more. The recent state of emergency declared at El Dorado by Governor
Kelly and the Kansas Department of Corrections is a prime example of the threats these
policies still hold – and the dangers in passing another tax experiment. This calls into
question the priorities of our Republican colleagues. We should put Kansans first, instead
of more tax breaks to multi-national corporations.
I have grave concerns about any legislation that does not put Kansas on a path to fiscal
responsibility and harms hardworking Kansans. We have only just begun to stabilize our
economy after the failed Brownback tax plan and cannot go backwards.

Upcoming Legislation
The coming week will see increased legislative action, as both chambers face the February
28th "Turnaround" deadline for most bill introductions. The remainder of session will be
spent reviewing Senate action and finalizing budget proposals. My committee's schedules
and pending issues may be found below.
House Appropriations Committee
House Agriculture and Natural Resources Budget
House Agriculture Committee
HB 2070 - Designating a portion of Highway 75 as the John Armstrong Memorial
Highway
On Wednesday, the House voted unanimously to approve HB 2070. This act will designate a
portion of Highway 75 in memorial to John Armstrong. John Armstrong established the first
Underground Railroad station in Topeka in 1857, and worked for years helping hundreds of
escaped slaves find freedom in the North. The memorial highway's route closely covers this
path to freedom. Further information about Armstrong's role in Kansas history may be
found here.

Correction from Last Week: John Allard, Lacy Pitts - K-State Student Body Vice-President,
Linda Morse, and Representative Carlin.

Gavin Starling, Governor Laura Kelly, Nick McGaughey, and Representative Carlin. Nick and
Gavin braved the weather Wednesday to serve as pages for the House.

On Thursday, February 21, the Kansas African American Legislative Caucus and the KS QuadCaucus, in cooperation with the Kansas Black Leadership Council, hosted Black Legislative Day
at the Capitol. There were many in attendance, with special guests from the Kansas Black
Farmers Association, the NAACP Youth, the Delta Sigma Theta Sorority, the Alpha Kappa
Alpha Sorority, and the Kansas African American Affairs Commission. They hosted advocacy
training workshops, forums on issues, and met with legislators and Governor Kelly.

Kenrick Waite (Owner of the Little Grill) singing a special song. Happy 90th Birthday Mary
Zoeller!

Keep In Touch
It is a special honor to serve as your State Representative. I value and need your input on the
various issues facing our community and the state government. Please contact me with your
comments and questions.
My office address is Room 451-S, 300 SW 10th Avenue, Topeka, KS 66612.
You can call my office at (785) 296-7657, or the legislative hotline (800) 432-3924 to leave a
message.
Email at sydney.carlin@house.ks.gov
Please follow my legislative activity or the entire session.

Thank you!

Sydney Carlin - 66th District Representative
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