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This Week

Governor Kelly’s State of the State address, was moved to Jan. 24. The celebratory event
set the tone for a week of action, including LGBTQ+ rights legislation and a rousing debate
on the corruption of passing bills in the dead of night. A bipartisan coalition of lawmakers is
pushing for a pay raise, citing the significant financial barriers to public service that young
people face. Anti-abortion legislation was introduced in both chambers and predictably
faced immediate statewide pushback.

Did you know? All committee hearings and chamber proceedings can be found on the
Kansas Legislature’s YouTube page. 
 

“Don’t Be Sheep:” The House Rules Debate

In the first three weeks of the session, we only voted on rules that govern the legislature
for the next two years. The two Democrats who serve on the rules committee offered
amendments to improve transparency and accountability. But the GOP leadership got
its members to vote in lockstep to promote the GOP interests. Democrats offered several
amendments, including one to end debate at midnight and one to record every committee
vote. Another floor amendment would have allowed any member to offer changes to the
budget during floor debate. Ultimately, HR 6004 passed 79-41, I voted against accepting
the rules because our amendments were very important to my district. 
 

“Kansas House tangles on procedural rules before preserving late-night debates, bill
bundling,” Kansas Reflector, 1/26/2023
“This Kansas rep wanted to run for House speaker on a transparency platform. The
GOP shut him down.” Kansas Reflector, 1/9/2023

A New Mural: Recognizing and Honoring the 1st Kansas
(Colored) Voluntary Infantry

On Thursday, January 26, Assistant Democratic Leader Valdenia Winn (D-KCK) provided
testimony to the Veterans & Military Affairs committee in support of HB 2088. The bill
directs the capitol preservation society to develop and approve plans for a mural
honoring the 1st Kansas (Colored) Voluntary Infantry regiment. The 1st Kansas
Colored Infantry was the first African American unit to serve in the Civil War.
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In Rep. Winn’s remarks, she spoke about the invaluable and selfless contributions of the
free and ex-slaves who fought in the Civil War, saying, “HB 2088 is about honoring those
who gave their last full measure of devotion and ultimate sacrifice to serving the
United States of America.” Read her full remarks to the committee here.
 
The committee was thrilled with the bill and responded very positively to her testimony. The
committee hearing may be watched in full here. 

Freedom For All: LGBTQ+ Rights

Reps. Susan Ruiz (D-Overland Park), Brandon Woodard (D-Lenexa) and Heather
Meyer (D-Overland Park) introduced two pieces of legislation this week that embody key
Democratic values of freedom and fairness. HB 2177 legalizes gay marriage, and HB
2178 amends the Kansas act against discrimination to include sexual orientation,
gender identity or expression, and status as a veteran as protected classes.
 
https://twitter.com/Woodard4Kansas/status/1618298568904945664/photo/1

Young People in the House

For decades, Kansas legislators have been paid $88.66 per day, plus an additional $157
per day for meals and lodging costs during the legislation session. This low pay, in
addition to the difficulty of living away from home or traveling out of town for three to four
months per year, creates a very difficult environment for parents of young children or young
people at the prime of their careers to serve. This year, the momentum for a pay increase
couldn’t be more clear -- or more bipartisan.
 
The problem affects the ability of both parties to recruit talented, young leaders.  Rep. Nick
Hoheisel (Wichita), a Republican member of the bipartisan “Millennial Action Project,” said
“That shouldn’t be a Republican and Democrat issue, and that shouldn’t be
something that we use against the other side, or the other side uses against us, in the
next election,” Hoheisel said. …We need to be forward-thinking and remember this is a
tool that will be used to attract qualified folks in the Legislature.
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Rep. Rui Xu (D-Westwood) told a group this week, “If I was being paid a little bit more, I’d
probably do this forever, if I could. But right now, the reality of it is just like, I’m giving up a
lot of prime income-earning years to do this. And it would make me sad to have to
leave, but that’s something I have to think about at least. I would love to not have to make
that choice. I don’t want to.”

“Young Kansas lawmakers say pay increase is needed to remain in office, attract
better candidates,” Kansas Reflector, 1/25/2023
“Kansas legislators probably make less than you do. Should they change that in
2023?,” Topeka Capital-Journal, 1/25/2023

The People Spoke, and They Weren’t Confused:
Leave the Constitution Alone

Despite a landslide victory for pro-choice and freedom advocates on August 2, legislators
in both chambers have introduced bills to ban abortion.
 
House Democratic Leader Vic Miller released a statement saying, “We all witnessed
the undeniable rejection of the anti-abortion constitutional amendment on August 2, from
rural towns to urban centers,” Rep. Miller said. “Kansans could not have been more
clear -- the government has no right to say what a woman does with her body. In
November, Kansans showed up en masse yet again to overwhelmingly retain the Kansas
State Supreme Court justices who proclaimed a woman’s right to bodily autonomy is
protected by the Kansas Constitution.”
 
I will try to alert the you if, and when, hearings on the bill are scheduled and how to submit
testimony. Read HB 2181 here.
 
In the meantime, watch your newspapers and news cover such as: 

“Abortion ban, other proposals likely to fail in Kansas. Why are lawmakers still
pushing them?” Wichita Eagle, 1/27/2023

State of the State Address

Long gone are the days of Kansas making headlines for failure and mismanagement…
 
Governor Laura Kelly gave her annual State of the State address on Tuesday, January 24
to a House chamber filled with legislators, Kansas State Supreme Court justices, honored
guests, and more. 
 
You may watch the address here, read a full transcript here, and see a photo gallery here.
 
The Governor, once again, has showed her commitment to making Kansas a prosperous
state. Her ability to work across the aisle and balance our budget are reasons people
elected her a second time. You’ll be hearing more about the budget from me as we debate
it in the Appropriations Committee, this session. 

“In state of the state address, Laura Kelly warns Republicans away from
conservative agenda,” Topeka Capital-Journal, 1/24/2023
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“KS Gov. Kelly warns against politics in classrooms, renews calls for medical
marijuana,” Wichita Eagle, 1/24/2023

Reports by the Cabinet: Kansas Department of Transportation

The Kansas Department of Transportation continues to pilot and manage programs aimed
to ease burdens of Kansas Residents. There are several notable programs; the Drivers
Education Reimbursement Grant, Eisenhower Legacy Transportation Program (IKE),
Kansas Turnpikes, and the Bipartisan Infrastructure Law (BIL). 
 
In 2020, Governor Kelly signed into law several transportation related solutions one of
which includes the Drivers Education Reimbursement Grants. This is a program that
provides financial backing for Drivers Ed students who may not be able to afford
it. The requirements to be eligible for the reimbursement are; that you must be a Kansas
resident, between the age of 14-29, and do not exceed 200% of the federal poverty
threshold. 
 
The Eisenhower Legacy Program, 2020 10-year highway plan, (IKE). As a part of the
annual report, KDOT outlined the total growth and future of this program. In 2022 they
funded a total of eleven highway expansion projects totaling $520 million and they
are funding and developing 33 new highway projects yet to be announced, in 2023.
 
The Kansas Turnpikes Authority (KTA) also had a record year in investments. KTA invested
33.8 Million in ongoing roadway and bridge preservation. In 2022, they exceeded $1 billion
in assets, and for the first time ever KTA constructed five cashless tolling. Those zones
are located in Sedgwick and Sumner Counties and they plan to expand 12 additional
sites, in 2023.
 
In 2021, the United States Congress passed the Bi-Partisan Infrastructure Law (BIL). BIL
provides a historic investment into nationwide infrastructure. It provides a total $2.1 Trillion
nationally. Kansas will receive these federal dollars in the form of formula grants and
competitive grants. Formula grants are guaranteed dollars that Kansas has already
been pre-allotted totally $3.8 billion. Competitive grants are amounts the are to-be-
determined and are competitive between all 50 states. 
 

Bills to Watch

HB 2163: Requiring statutory due process procedures for a school district's non-
renewal or termination of a teacher contract.
HB 2169: Permitting a prosecution for childhood sexual abuse to be commenced at
any time, permitting victims of childhood sexual abuse to bring a civil action for
recovery of damages caused by such abuse at any time and reviving claims against
any party for such damages that occurred on or after July 1, 1984.
HB 2143: Establishing requirements for school district bullying policies and
procedures for investigating complaints.
HB 2126: Authorizing the over-the-counter purchase of ivermectin tablets and
hydroxychloroquine tablets.
HB 2138: Creating the career technical education credential and transition incentive
for employment success act to provide additional state aid to certain school districts
for students who obtain career technical education credentials.
HB 2139: Creating the crime of abuse of a sports official and providing criminal
penalties therefor.
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HB 2140: Increasing the age range of able-bodied adults without dependents
required to complete an employment and training program to receive food
assistance.
HB 2141: Requiring custodial and non-custodial parents to cooperate with child
support enforcement programs and disqualifying such parents for being delinquent
in payments.
HB 2112: Enacting the Representative Gail Finney foster care bill of rights.
HB 2115: Prohibiting the use of restraints during hearings under the revised Kansas
juvenile justice code unless deemed appropriate by the court.
HB 2124: Allowing businesses to sell cereal malt beverage by the drink on Sundays
without requiring that 30% of such businesses’ gross receipts be derived from the
sale of food.

Pages

We are currently accepting applications for Paging at the Capital during the next few
months.

Please contact my office if you are 12-16 years of age and interested in spending the day
with me here, 785.296.7657, or email sydney.carlin@house.ks.gov.

Keep In Touch
 

It is a special honor to serve as your State Representative.  I value and need your input on
the various issues facing our community and the state government.  Please contact me
with your comments and questions. 

My o�ce address is Room 451-S, 300 SW 10th Street, Topeka, KS 66612. 

You may reach my o�ce at (785) 296-7657, or the legislative hotline (800) 432-3924 to
leave a message.

If you feel strongly about a policy or bill, let your legislators know. Find their contact
information here. Catch up on past issues of the House Democrats’ newsletter here.

Email at sydney.carlin@house.ks.gov

Please follow my legislative activity or the entire session. You may also view all committee
hearings and chamber proceedings on the Kansas Legislature’s YouTube page.
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Thank you!

Sydney 

Carlin

66th District
Representative

Our mailing address is:
Sydney Carlin

Kansas House of Representatives
300 SW 10th Street

Suite 451-S
Topeka, KS 66612

Want to change how you receive these emails?
You can update your preferences or unsubscribe from this list.
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