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Governor Kelly’s Second Term:
“Guided by civility and kindness, even when we disagree.” 

 
Governor Laura Kelly and Lt. Governor David Toland were inaugurated and sworn into
office on Monday, January 9, 2023, on the south steps of the Capitol building. The
governor’s State of the State address, originally scheduled for the 9th, has been postponed
to January 24th. 
 
“Years from now, if we’re remembered only one thing, let it be this: at a time when
national politics was defined by hostility and division, here in Kansas, we chose
civility and unity,” Kelly said. “And the people we serve and the state we love are better
off for it.”
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Photo: Left to Right: Senate President Ty Masterson, Rep Valdenia Winn, and Rep.
Vic Miller attend Gov. Laura Kelly’s inauguration on Jan. 9, 2023, on the Statehouse

steps. (Sherman Smith/Kansas Reflector)

The Governor’s Budget Recommendations: Axing Your Taxes 2.0
On Thursday, January 12, Governor Kelly announced her budget recommendations for
fiscal year 2024. Continuing with her first term’s successful, balanced approach -- and a
noteworthy $2 billion budget surplus -- the governor’s recommended budget includes fully
funding schools, and tax cuts for. It keeps Kansas in a solid fiscal position, without
compromising state functions.
 

Highlights from the Governor’s Budget Recommendations
 

Axes the state sales tax on groceries, diapers, and feminine hygiene products by
April 1, 2023
Implements a 4-day, “back-to-school” sales tax holiday for teachers and parents
Invests in early childhood education and childcare
Keeps the “Bank of KDOT” closed for the second year in a row
Funds $220 million in infrastructure investments, including broadband and
transportation
Adds over $5 million to increase placement rates for foster homes and support foster
kids transitioning to adulthood 
Provides funding for schools to purchase naloxone (Narcan) for prevention of opioid
overdoses in K-12 schools
Creates a micro internship program through the Kansas Board of Regents for
workforce development
Allocates $20 million for cybersecurity upgrades to KDOL and more

 
Read more about Governor Kelly’s budget recommendations and view the full
presentation:

Governor Kelly’s Budget Recommendation FY 2024, Adam Proffitt, Director of the
Budget, 1/12/2023
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Fund Our Courts: State of the Judiciary
 

At the beginning of every legislative session, the Kansas State Supreme Court justices join
the legislature for the State of the Judiciary. Chief Justice Marla Luckert delivered
a speech in the House chamber. The chief justice asked lawmakers to support specialty
courts, behavioral health services, and pay raises for judges and court employees,
saying, “Judges across the state report they cannot find attorneys to appoint when the law
requires them to do so,” Luckert said, “and your neighbors struggle to find an attorney to
help with legal issues.”
 

Welcoming New Democratic Leadership & Members
 

The House Democrats elected a new leadership team for the 2023-2024 biennium.
To serve as the new House Democratic Leader, the caucus elected Rep. Vic Miller, a
lifelong public servant representing the 58th district in Topeka. First elected to the House in
1978, Leader Miller is a career attorney, served as both city councilman and county
commissioner, as a municipal judge, state senator, and now House Democratic
Leader.  He’s considered to be a top expert in election integrity and voter protection law in
Kansas. In his acceptance speech on the House Floor Leader Miller called his election to
the position “the honor of his lifetime.” 
 
Assistant Leader, Valdenia Winn (D-Kansas City), is known for her deep commitment to
equitable public education. Rep. Winn has served in multiple capacities for the state and
her community. She is a professor at Kansas City Community College, a member of the
KCK Board of Education, and holds a Ph.D. in history from the University of Kansas.
 
Rep. Christina Haswood (D-Lawrence) was elected Policy Chair, and Rep. Jerry Stogsdill
(D-Prairie Village) was elected Agenda Chair. The caucus re-elected Rep. Stephanie
Clayton (D-Overland Park) as Whip and Rep. Barbara Ballard (D-Lawrence) as Caucus
Chair. The previous leadership team -- Leader Tom Sawyer (D-Wichita), Assistant Leader
Jason Probst, (D-Hutchinson), Policy Chairman Rui Xu (D-Roeland Park), and Agenda
Chairman Brandon Woodard (D-Lenexa) -- served with immense commitment and
continue to work as caucus mentors.

The House Democrats also welcomed new members Brad Boyd (Olathe), Ford Carr
(Wichita), Kirk Haskins (Topeka), Allison Hougland (Olathe), Angela Martinez (Wichita),
Lynn Melton (Kansas City), Silas Miller (Wichita), Dennis Miller (Olathe), Melissa Oropeza
(Kansas City), Marvin Robinson (Kansas City), and Tobias Schlingensiepen (Topeka). 
 

Across the Rotunda: The Senate Democrats

On a personal note, I will certainly miss the leadership of Senator Tom Hawk as he retires
from his Kansas Senate seat. We first served together when he joined me in the Kansas
House, replacing Rep. Roger Reitz who became Senator in District 22, following my good
friend Senator Lana Oleen, who retired. And I welcome with open arms our new Senator
Usha Reddi who will step down from her position as Manhattan City Commissioner and
former Mayor. Also returning from Riley County is Rep. Mike Dodson former Commanding
General of Ft Riley and Mayor of Manhattan. I feel quite confident that the constituents of
the Riley County Districts will be very well served over the many years to come. We are a
passionate group that supports Kansas and Manhattan. We welcome into the Flint Hills
Delegation new Representatives Bill Bloom (R) Clay Center, Nate Butler, (R) Abilene,
Kenny Titus (R) Pottawatomie County, Jeff Underhill (R) Junction City (also a current
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Mayor).  We all work for the good of the Flint hills region.  How did we get so many new
Riley County Reps? Our district had over 10,500 too many constituents and had to be
shared!
 
The Senate welcomed two new senators this week. As Sen. Tom Hawk (D-Manhattan)
retires we welcome Sen. Usha Reddi. Chase Blasi (R-Colwich), replaces Gene
Suellentrop, and Sen. Richard Hilderbrand (R-Baxter Springs) announced his resignation
on January 4 and his replacement will be chosen in a couple of weeks.
 
On Thursday, Senate Democratic Leader Dinah Sykes introduced two bills to reduce
Kansans’ taxes. The first would eliminate the state sales tax on groceries, diapers, and
feminine hygiene products effective April 1, 2023. The second would create an annual,
four-day back-to-school tax holiday. That bill is scheduled for a hearing in Senate Tax next
Thursday.
 

Pages

We are currently accepting applications for Paging at the Capital during the next few
months.

Please contact my office if you are 12-16 years of age and interested in spending the day
with me here, 785.296.7657, or email sydney.carlin@house.ks.gov.

 

Keep In Touch
 

It is a special honor to serve as your State Representative.  I value and need your input on
the various issues facing our community and the state government.  Please contact me
with your comments and questions. 

My o�ce address is Room 451-S, 300 SW 10th Street, Topeka, KS 66612. 

You may reach my o�ce at (785) 296-7657, or the legislative hotline (800) 432-3924 to
leave a message.

If you feel strongly about a policy or bill, let your legislators know. Find their contact
information here. Catch up on past issues of the House Democrats’ newsletter here.

Email at sydney.carlin@house.ks.gov

Please follow my legislative activity or the entire session. You may also view all committee
hearings and chamber proceedings on the Kansas Legislature’s YouTube page.

Thank you!

Sydney Carlin - 66th District Representative
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Our mailing address is:
Sydney Carlin

Kansas House of Representatives
300 SW 10th Street

Suite 451-S
Topeka, KS 66612
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