
3/7/23, 7:29 AM Legislative Update Week #6

https://mailchi.mp/7d1280290af5/legislative-update-week-6?e=c4a172418c 1/10

View this email in your browser

Representative Sydney Carlin
66th District

2023 Legislative Update
Week #6

February 13 - 17, 2023

In This Issue

This Week
Forever the Free State
Hate Week
Public Education
Fentanyl Testing Strips
What's Up with Water
Recently Passed Bills
Pages
Keep In Touch

This Week

Subscribe Past Issues Translate

https://mailchi.mp/7d1280290af5/legislative-update-week-6?e=c4a172418c
http://eepurl.com/hdU4A5
https://us20.campaign-archive.com/home/?u=95e92c3fecfcefc76b3491fd9&id=c56009eb88
https://us20.campaign-archive.com/feed?u=95e92c3fecfcefc76b3491fd9&id=c56009eb88
javascript:;


3/7/23, 7:29 AM Legislative Update Week #6

https://mailchi.mp/7d1280290af5/legislative-update-week-6?e=c4a172418c 2/10

This week in Topeka, the legislature heard or took action on over 100 bills. Members heard
and worked bills on LGBTQ rights and discrimination; public education funding, including
special education, so-called school choice, and vouchers; the decriminalization of test
strips for Fentanyl, roofies, and ketamine; solutions to the Ogallala Aquifer’s rapid decline,
and more.
 
If you feel strongly about a policy or bill, let me hear from you. My office phone number is
785.296.7657, or my email is sydney.carlin@house.ks.gov
 
Did you know? All committee hearings and chamber proceedings can be found on the
Kansas Legislature’s YouTube page.

Forever the Free State:
Defending Constitutional Rights & Freedoms

The House Democrats unveiled their policy platform for the 2023-2024 biennium in a
Monday morning press conference.

Once again, Republican members attempting to strip low-income and rural Kansans of
their right and access to an equitable public education. They refuse to return taxpayer
money to taxpayers, instead favoring tax breaks for giant multinational corporations.
Despite Kansans overwhelmingly rejecting the anti-abortion constitutional amendment on
August 2, numerous anti-abortion bills have been put forward, including another
constitutional amendment proposing an outright, explicit ban on abortion. Local control is
routinely impeded -- particularly regarding prevailing wage -- which negatively affects
countless laborers across the state. The LGBTQ community and their bodies are targeted
to score cheap political points. Legalizing medical cannabis is not a priority for the GOP
despite it having the support of the vast majority of Kansans.
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Hate Week: "Playing to the Lowest Common Demoninator"

Following a national trend, Republicans in the legislature have introduced a slew of
discriminatory, anti-LGBTQ bills. Most of these bills had hearings within a 4-day window
this week. Rep. Heather Meyer (D-KCK) nailed it when she told the Kansas Reflector,
“They are trying to burn us out” by scheduling such a packed week of legislation.
Data from The Trevor Project’s 2022 National Survey on LGBTQ Youth Mental Health
show overwhelming rates of anxiety, depression, suicidal ideation, and suicide attempts
among LGBTQ youth. This is exacerbated when anti-LGBTQ legislation floods the
airwaves.
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93% of transgender and nonbinary youth worry about receiving proper medical
care due to state and local government interference.
91% are concerned about safe restroom access.
83% have worried about their ability to participate in sports due to state or local
law.

Transgender Youth In Sports: On Monday, HB 2238 had a hearing in the House
Education committee. HB 2238 is perhaps the most infamous of the recent anti-
transgender bills. Deceptively named the “Fairness in Women’s Sports Act,” the bill seeks
to prevent trans girls from participating in K-12 and college athletics. There are only TWO
transgender kids in after-school activities this year, according to the Kansas State High
School Athletics Association, which oversees the programs.

These bills are just Kansas Republicans getting on the National Republican bandwagon,
and do not express the feelings of Kansans. “It’s terrible and evil,” said Rep. Jerry Stogsdill
(D-Prairie Village), the top Democrat on the committee. “It’s hateful, it’s unnecessary, it’s a
political attempt to play to the lowest common denominator in the Republican Party.”

The hearing on HB 2238 has testimony in opposition to the bill from the ACLU, Mainstream
Coalition, Equality Kansas, the Kansas State Board of Education, Kansas National
Education Association (KNEA), Kansas Suicide Prevention, the Greater Kansas City
Chamber of Commerce, the Kansas Association of School Boards, Kansas Action for
Children, the American Academy of Pediatrics, and over 100 others.

Despite such robust opposition, the bill is expected to be voted on by the full House later
this legislative session. Two Republicans voted with Democrats in opposition to passing
the bill out of committee.

HB 2376 had a Wednesday hearing in the Local Government committee. The bill prohibits
city or county nondiscrimination ordinances that are more restrictive than the current
nondiscrimination ordinance in Kansas. Notably, current state law does not include
nondiscrimination protections for veterans or the LGBTQ community -- something House
Democrats have repeatedly tried to change.
 

Continuing the Fight for Kansas Public Schools

Public schools, special education funding, vouchers, and school choice continue to be at
the center of one of the loudest -- and most frequent -- debates in Topeka.
 
The nationwide teacher shortage affects Kansas yet Republicans in the House fail to
pursue sustainable solutions, opting instead to siphon money away from the public
education budget and into unaccredited, unmonitored private and parochial schools. They
say public schools don’t deserve support because of threats from a “woke agenda,”
teachers who “groom” students, critical race theory, and other hot-button issues de jour.

Assistant Leader Valdenia Winn (D-KCK), the top Democrat on the K-12 Education budget
committee, doesn’t buy that argument. “The Legislature, whether they like it or not, or
intends, is running teachers out of the profession. It is that simple,” said Rep. Winn.
“Teaching is one of the most important jobs in our society. Yet, it’s repeatedly sidelined and
dismissed. Some arrogant lawmakers — I hate to call them that — seem to work day in
and day out to squash the hopes and esteems of Kansas teachers.”
 
After years of Brownback era cuts to public education, Republicans are now criticizing
teachers for low test scores. This has been a self-inflicted wound from which we are only
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beginning to recover. Governor Kelly has fully funded public education in five of her annual
budgets, and I have been proud to support this every year. We are now addressing the
lack of special education funding on both a state and national level. I am appalled by the
criticism of teachers and the drive to give taxpayer dollars to private schools with little
oversight and less accountability.
Education bills to keep an eye on:
 

HB 2048: Providing additional student eligibility under the tax credit for low income
students scholarship program and increasing the amount of the tax credit for
contributions made pursuant to such program. 
HB 2218: Establishing the Sunflower education equity act to provide education
savings accounts for qualified students in Kansas.
HB 2236: Establishing parents' right to direct the education, upbringing and moral or
religious training of their children including the right to object to harmful and
inappropriate educational materials.

This week students visited Topeka for Higher Education at the Capitol. It was great
visiting with them.

Left to Right: Nick Saia, Evan Porter, Kelm Lear, Robert Bruckner, and Caleb Stout.

Fentanyl Testing Strips

A movement has spread like wildfire across Kansas to decriminalize Fentanyl test strips.
The energy comes after a shocking spike in Fentanyl overdoses in the state and across
the nation. Test strips have been pitched as one effort to help curb deaths that would be
low-cost and accessible, with data to support their effectiveness.
 
Rep. Jason Probst (D-Hutchinson), who has been called “a driving force behind fentanyl
test strip legalization,” worked with colleagues from across the aisle to develop a coalition
invested in the passage of Fentanyl legislation beginning last year. That coalition -- built
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from Republicans and Democrats from across Kansas and the political spectrum --
successfully ushered two bills through committee this week. Governor Laura Kelly has also
supported decriminalization of test strips, even citing the policy as a priority in her state of
the state address.
 
In the 66th district, overdoses are a growing problem. It is difficult to know that there are
things we can do to lessen these horrible causes of overdoses and death. Instead,
Republican leadership is choosing to standby, do nothing, and allow the scourge of
addiction to continue unchecked. This is an affordable and effective step to take, and that
is why I support it.
 
HB 2390 had a hearing on Wednesday, February 15 in the Health & Human Services
committee. The bill establishes the Kansas overdose fatality review board and allows
Kansans to legally test substances for Fentanyl, ketamine or GHB -- commonly known as a
roofie, or the date-rape drug.
 
HB 2328 is virtually the same bill except for the review board. It was also heard by on
Wednesday, but in the Corrections & Juvenile Justice committee.
 
Last year, the House’s efforts to decriminalize Fentanyl test strips were squashed by
Republicans in the Senate, with one senator implying that people would use the test kits to
seek out Fentanyl. “Let’s be clear. There are individuals that want fentanyl in the drug that
they’ve purchased or acquired,” said GOP Sen. Molly Baungardner, who also chairs the
Senate Education committee.
 
One or both bills are expected to be voted on by the full House before the end of session.

What's Up with Water?:
The Ogallala Aquifer

Groundwater managers in western Kansas have been responsible for slowing the decline
of the Ogallala Aquifer for 50 years. The Ogallala Aquifer, which underlies parts of
Colorado, Kansas, Nebraska, New Mexico, Oklahoma, South Dakota, Texas, and
Wyoming, provides water to the people and regional economy. From Kansas southward,
the aquifer’s water levels are in rapid decline.
 
After years of consternation surrounding the impending water crisis in Kansas and
numerous failed efforts, the Water committee made significant progress this week.
 
HB 2279, introduced by top Democrat on the committee Rep. Lindsay Vaughn (D-Overland
Park), requires these groundwater management districts to annually submit information on
their spending to the Kansas Legislature. The bill was passed out of committee on
Thursday with bipartisan support and praise for the deference it shows to both local and
state efforts.
 
We must look for compromise on this difficult issue for Kansas farmers and residents. Left
unchecked, the Aquifer will be fully depleted within 20-years. Land values in Western
Kansas will be destroyed. An entire half of the state will be unemployed and unable to
sustain their lifestyles. Continuing to ignore the problem is foolish, which is why I have
been an ardent supporter of funding for the Kansas Water Office, and their attempts for
water conservation programs and technologies.
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Bills Recently Passed in the House

HB 2100: Updating the version of risk-based capital instructions in effect. Passed on
Emergency Final Action, 121-0.
HB 2096: Requiring certain premium taxes to be paid 90 days after each calendar
year and basing such premium taxes upon the gross premiums collected for the
previous calendar year. Passed on Emergency Final Action, 121-0.
HB 2093: Discontinuing payments to certain group-funded insurance pools,
refunding existing balances thereof and abolishing such funds and establishing the
group-funded pools refund fund. Passed on Emergency Final Action, 120-1 (I voted
Yea).
HB 2314: Prohibiting the use of the social media platform TikTok on state-owned
devices and on any state network. Passed as amended on Emergency Final Action,
109-12 (I voted Yea).
HB 2262: Allowing six months of an embalmer apprenticeship to be completed prior
to an individual attending mortuary science school. Passed on Emergency Final
Action, 121-0.
HB 2060: Establishing the special education and related services funding task force.
Passed on Final Action, 83-37 (I voted Nay).
HB 2234: Increasing and changing the measure of the cost threshold when state
construction projects require a negotiating committee and the selection of
professional services from a list of qualified firms. Passed as amended on Final
Action, 116-4 (I voted Yea).
HCR 5004: Urging the U.S. Congress to fully fund the federal government's original
funding promise under the individuals with disabilities education act. Passed on
Final Action, 119-1 (I voted Yea).
HB 2021: Allowing evidence-based program account money to be used on certain
children, requiring the department of corrections to build data systems and allowing
for overall case length limit extensions for certain juvenile offenders. Passed as
amended on Final Action, 85-35 (I voted Nay).
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Every year I display a quilt in our office suite (451-S) at the Capitol.
This year's quilt has been loaned to me by Harriet Janke.

Pages

We are currently accepting applications for Paging at the Capital during the next few
months.

Please contact my office if you are 12-16 years of age and interested in spending the day
with me here, 785.296.7657, or email sydney.carlin@house.ks.gov.

Keep In Touch
 

It is a special honor to serve as your State Representative.  I value and need your input on
the various issues facing our community and the state government.  Please contact me
with your comments and questions. 

My o�ce address is Room 451-S, 300 SW 10th Street, Topeka, KS 66612. 

You may reach my o�ce at (785) 296-7657, or the legislative hotline (800) 432-3924 to
leave a message.
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If you feel strongly about a policy or bill, let your legislators know. Find their contact
information here. Catch up on past issues of the House Democrats’ newsletter here.

Email at sydney.carlin@house.ks.gov

Please follow my legislative activity or the entire session. You may also view all committee
hearings and chamber proceedings on the Kansas Legislature’s YouTube page.

Thank you!

Sydney 

Carlin

66th District
Representative

Our mailing address is:
Sydney Carlin

Kansas House of Representatives
300 SW 10th Street

Suite 451-S
Topeka, KS 66612

Want to change how you receive these emails?
You can update your preferences or unsubscribe from this list.
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