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Executive Summary
The COVID-19 pandemic continues, and 
post-secondary students in Canada 
remain disproportionately susceptible 
to its broad socioeconomic and mental 
health impacts. The Canadian Alliance of 
Student Associations (CASA) and Quebec 
Student Union (QSU) know that students 
across the country have had their 
financial and social lives upended, with 
health restrictions and persistent virtual 
learning now paired with rising inflation 
and surging prices for food and housing. 

But as difficult as the past two years 
have been for students from coast to 
coast to coast, post-secondary students 
agree that now is the time to look 
forward and build for the future. With 
over 2 million post-secondary students 
across the country, we will play a critical 
role in Canada’s economic recovery. 
Recognizing this, we are excited to share 
our ideas on how we can work together 
to build a stronger post-secondary 
system and a brighter tomorrow.

Asks:
1. Maintain current funding levels to 

Canada Student Grants past the 
2022-23 school year, permanently 
doubling grant maximums for 
eligible students from $3,000 to 
$6,000 per academic year.

2. Initiate a pan-Canadian strategy 
on mental illness detection, 
prevention, and intervention for 
post-secondary students.

3. Increase funding for student 
scholarship programs by $120 
million on a recurring basis, thus 
re-establishing the importance 
of student scholarships within the 
overall envelope of the Canada 
Research Granting Agencies.

4. Establish multi-year funding 
for community-based youth 
organizations to deliver programs 
on reconciliation, and establish 
a national network to share 
information and best practices 
per Truth and Reconciliation 
Commission Call to Action 66.

5. Allow international students to 
participate in co-op programs 
without requiring them to apply 
for an additional permit.
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Creating An Affordable 
Post-Secondary System 
For All 

1 “The Price of Knowledge: Access and Student Finance in Canada,” Millennium Scholarship Foundation, 2009, 
http://www.yorku.ca/pathways/literature/Access/The%20Price%20of%20Knowledge%202009.pdf.

Expanding the Canada 
Student Grant to help 
improve access for those 
who need it most.
CASA firmly believes that an accessible 
and affordable post-secondary 
system in Canada is a fundamental 
ingredient for economic growth and 
equitable prosperity. All Canadians 
benefit from an education system 
where academically qualified students 
with the desire to pursue post-
secondary studies do not face any 
kind of barrier, financial or otherwise. 

To create this ideal education system, it 
is important that the federal government 
play a role in ensuring that no student 
has to take on an unreasonable or 
insupportable amount of debt in pursuit 
of their post-secondary education. 
Indeed, where systemic barriers 
exist, focused financial support from 
government financial aid programming 
is both necessary and the right thing 
to do. To that end, it is well known that 
up-front needs-based grants are the 
best way to widely improve access and 

help students, especially those from 
marginalized communities, afford a 
costly post-secondary education.1

“recent survey data from Canadian 
post-secondary students indicate 
that the pandemic has made 
it even more difficult to afford 
post-secondary education”

Canada Student Grants (CSG) are 
the federal government’s primary 
method to financially assist low- and 
middle-income students to cover the 
costs of post-secondary education. 
Canada Student Grants are up-front, 
non-repayable aid, meaning they are 
distributed directly to students at the 
beginning of their studies and come with 
no obligation to pay the money back. 
Grant allocations are based on a need-
assessment process that determines how 
much school will cost over the course 
of a year, and whether the student has 
access to enough funding to access 
their chosen educational pathway. The 
CSG saw immediate results when it was 
first created in 2009–10, with $350 million 
distributed in its first year that helped 
over 295,000 college, polytechnic, and 

undergraduate students afford post-
secondary.2 Since then, the program 
has broadened its eligibility criteria and 
become more generous, supporting over 
477,000 in-need students in 2019-20.3

“Tuition fees for degree programs, 2021/2022,” Statistics Canada, https:
//www150.statcan.gc.ca/n1/daily-quotidien/210908/dq210908a-eng.htm
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In 2020-21, due to the COVID-19 pandemic, 
the Government of Canada further 
expanded the CSG program to increase 
the maximum up-front, non-repayable 
grant an eligible student could receive. 
This decision, applauded by CASA and 
other post-secondary stakeholders, 
raised CSG maximums to $6,000 per 
year from $3,000 per year, effectively 
doubling the possible non-repayable 
aid available to an in-need student. 
While CASA was pleased to see this 
increase maintained in Budget 2021 
until the 2022-23 school year4, we know 
that low- and middle-income students 
depend on this expanded benefit and 

2 “Canada Student Loans Program Annual Report 2010-2011,” Human Resources and Skills Development Canada, 
2012, http://www12.esdc.gc.ca/sgpe-pmps/p.5bd.2t.1.3ls@-eng.jsp?pid=6436&wbdisable=true.
3 “Canada Student Loans Program Annual Report 2018-2019,” Employment and Social Development Canada, 2018, https://www.
canada.ca/content/dam/esdc-edsc/documents/ programs/canada-student-loans-grants/CSLP-A-R-2018-2019-Layout-EN.pdf.
4 “Budget 2021: A Recovery Plan for Jobs, Growth, and Resilience,” Finance Canada, April 
19, 2021, https://www.budget.gc.ca/2021/pdf/budget-2021-en.pdf. 
5 “Continued Concerns: Post-Secondary Students One Year into COVID-19,” Canadian Alliance of 
Student Associations, June 2021, https://www.casa-acae.com/concerns_2021. 
6 “Building a Resilient Economy: A Cleaner & Healthier Future for our Kids – Speech from the Throne to Open the 
First Session of the 44th Parliament of Canada,” Privy Council Office of Canada, November 23, 2021, https://www.
canada.ca/en/privy-council/campaigns/speech-throne/2021/speech-from-the- throne.html

will require increased levels of financial 
support in the years following 2022-23.

To ensure post-secondary education 
in Canada remains affordable, and 
therefore accessible to low- and 
middle-income students, keeping 
the CSG at its current level will be 
critical. Notwithstanding the ongoing 
and lingering financial impacts of the 
COVID-19 pandemic, students are 
struggling to keep up with the rising cost 
of living, specifically in areas like rental 
housing and tuition, where costs have 
risen sharply in recent years. What is 
more, recent survey data from Canadian 
post-secondary students indicates 
that the pandemic has made it even 
more difficult to afford post-secondary 
education, and that COVID-19 will have 
a long-lasting effect on their financial 
situations.5 As a result, it’s important that 
the government keep its promise in its 
most-recent Speech from the Throne and 
continue to make “life more affordable” 
for the future drivers of the Canadian 
economy: post-secondary students.6  

Therefore, CASA calls on the 
Government of Canada to maintain 
current funding levels to Canada 
Student Grants past the 2022-23 school 
year, permanently doubling grant 
maximums for eligible students from 
$3,000 to $6,000 per academic year.

http://www.yorku.ca/pathways/literature/Access/The%20Price%20of%20Knowledge%202009.pdf
mailto:http://www12.esdc.gc.ca/sgpe-pmps/p.5bd.2t.1.3ls@-eng.jsp?pid=6436&wbdisable=true
https://www.canada.ca/content/dam/esdc-edsc/documents/ programs/canada-student-loans-grants/CSLP-A-R-2018-2019-Layout-EN.pdf
https://www.canada.ca/content/dam/esdc-edsc/documents/ programs/canada-student-loans-grants/CSLP-A-R-2018-2019-Layout-EN.pdf
https://www.budget.gc.ca/2021/pdf/budget-2021-en.pdf
https://www.casa-acae.com/concerns_2021
https://www.canada.ca/en/privy-council/campaigns/speech-throne/2021/speech-from-the- throne.html
https://www.canada.ca/en/privy-council/campaigns/speech-throne/2021/speech-from-the- throne.html
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Tackling the Post Secondary 
Mental Health Crisis

7 “Breaking Down Barriers: Mental Health and Canadian Post-Secondary Students,” Canadian Alliance of Student Associations, 
January 2018, https://www.casa-acae.com/breaking_down_barriers_mental_he alth_and_post_secondary_students. 
8 “Continued Concerns: Post-Secondary Students One Year into COVID-19,” Canadian Alliance of 
Student Associations, June 2021, https://www.casa-acae.com/concerns_2021. 
9 Ibid.
10 Ibid.
11 “Building a Resilient Economy: A Cleaner & Healthier Future for our Kids – Speech from the Throne to Open the 
First Session of the 44th Parliament of Canada,” Privy Council Office of Canada, November 23, 2021, https://www.
canada.ca/en/privy-council/campaigns/speech-throne/2021/speech-from-the- throne.html

Students need a pan-
Canadian post-secondary 
mental health strategy.
CASA has long advocated for the 
Government of Canada to play an 
active role in mental health policy and 
programming on post-secondary 
campuses, and we are encouraged by 
recent steps that signal a willingness 
from this government to take more 
concrete action in the coming years. 
Indeed, federal interventions are 
critically necessary, as what was 
once a mental health crisis on post-
secondary campuses has turned into 
a catastrophe during the pandemic.

“84% of students told Abacus Data 
that the pandemic had added 
new, or exacerbated existing, 
mental health challenges.”

Before COVID-19, post-secondary 
students were already being prescribed 
psychiatric medication at a rate 2.5x that 
from a decade earlier.7 With the onset of 
the pandemic, a startling 84% of students 
told Abacus Data that the pandemic 

had added new, or exacerbated existing, 
mental health challenges.8 There have 
also been worrying increases in the 
levels of post-secondary students 
reporting that they feel isolated (73%), 
overwhelmed (71%), and in despair 
(53%).9 Just a year prior, these figures 
were 2%, 10%, and 16% lower, respectively, 
than they are today.10 Seeing these 
distressing trends, CASA has been 
steadfast in our position that the federal 
government can and must do more to 
intervene and safeguard the mental 
health of Canada’s next generation. 

Students were encouraged to see the 
government recognize in the most 
recent Speech from the Throne, that “[t]
he pandemic has shown us that we 
need to put a focus on mental health 
in the same way as physical well-being 
because they are inseparable.”11 This 
reference, along with the appointment 
of a new Minister of Mental Health & 
Addictions are encouraging steps 
that show the government recognizes 
the importance of mental health and 
the challenges facing all Canadians.  

However, there needs to be a clear, 
concrete framework for bold action to 
ensure an evidence informed and fully 
funded approach to address mental 
illness on Canadian campuses.

The federal government must move 
quickly to initiate this pan-Canadian 
strategy that not only builds capacity 
through investment in more on- 
campus councillors, but also funds 
dedicated research, coordinates 
national awareness campaigns 
on-campus, and encourages 
strategic collaboration between 
levels of government and interested 
stakeholders around best practices 
and accommodations. An intentional 
strategy would create better outcomes

“Continued Concerns: Post-Secondary Students One Year into COVID-19,” Canadian Alliance of Student Associations, June 2021,
https://www.casa-acae.com/concerns_2021.
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for post-secondary students by pairing 
federal government mental health 
funding with a national body that can 
strategically coordinate with other levels 
of government, conduct research and 
collect data around the effectiveness of 
mental health interventions, and create 
awareness campaigns to promote 
initiatives meant to help post-secondary 
students with the mental well-being. 

Therefore, CASA calls on the 
Government of Canada to 
initiate a pan-Canadian strategy 
on mental illness detection, 
prevention, and intervention for 
post-secondary students.

https://www.casa-acae.com/breaking_down_barriers_mental_he alth_and_post_secondary_students
https://www.casa-acae.com/concerns_2021
https://www.canada.ca/en/privy-council/campaigns/speech-throne/2021/speech-from-the- throne.html
https://www.canada.ca/en/privy-council/campaigns/speech-throne/2021/speech-from-the- throne.html
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Funding More Students 
to Tackle the Challenges 
of Tomorrow
It’s time for graduate student 
scholarships to keep pace 
with overall Canada Research 
Granting Agency funding. 
A robust and well-funded post-
secondary research ecosystem is a 
key pillar of an innovative and high-
quality educational experience in 
Canada. The federal government 
actively cultivates these innovative and 
high-quality educational experiences 
by funding world-class researchers, 
state-of-the-art facilities, cutting-
edge resources, and diverse programs. 
The primary bodies responsible for

 

distributing funding on behalf of the 
Government of Canada are called the 
Canada Research Granting Agencies 
(CRGA), and they primarily consist of 
the Natural Sciences and Engineering 
Research Council (NSERC), the Social 
Sciences and Humanities Research 
Council (SSHRC), and the Canadian 
Institutes of Health Research (CIHR).

Funding for these three main research 
granting agencies has steadily grown 
over recent years. During the early 
phases of the COVID-19 pandemic, 
additional funding was also allocated to 
the CRGAs to double-down on virus- and 
vaccine-related research, much to the 

delight of post-secondary stakeholders 
such as CASA and the QSU.12 That said, 
while students have appreciated the 
government’s ongoing commitment 
to funding research through various 
mechanisms inside and outside of the 
CRGAs, we have also noticed a persistent 
lack of new funding allocated to the 
CRGAs student scholarship programs.13

“all students should have 
opportunities to contribute 
to the varied and dynamic 
research that happens in 
Canada’s post-secondary 
institutions.”

CASA and the QSU believe that all 
students should have opportunities 
to contribute to the varied and 
dynamic research that happens in 
Canada’s post-secondary institutions. 
CRGA student scholarship programs 
are one of the main pathways that 
graduate students in Canada enter 
the research ecosystem, and its lack 
of new funding over the last decade 
has seriously limited the number of 
interested graduate students able 
to contribute to Canadian university 
research, whether it be fundamental 
research in the humanities or life-
saving vaccine research in a biomedical 
laboratory. The Government of Canada 

12 “Budget 2021: A Recovery Plan for Jobs, Growth, and Resilience,” Finance Canada, April 19, 2021, https://www.budget.gc.ca/2021/
pdf/budget-2021-en.pdf; “Support for students and new grads affected by COVID-19,” Prime Minister’s Office of Canada, April 
22, 2020, https://pm.gc.ca/en/news/news- releases/2020/04/22/support-students-and-new-grads-affected-covid-19.
13 “Fair Share for Student’s Research,” Quebec Student Union, 2018, https://unionetudiante.ca/fair -share-2/.
14 “Platform Of Demands 2021 Federal Elections”, Quebec Student Union, 2021, https://
unionetudiante.ca/download/platform-of-demands-2021-federal-elections/”
15 “Investing in the Middle Class: Budget 2019,” Finance Canada, March 19, 2019, https://www.budget. gc.ca/2019/docs/plan/budget-2019-en.pdf. 
16 “Platform Of Demands 2021 Federal Elections”, Quebec Student Union, 2021, https://
unionetudiante.ca/download/platform-of-demands-2021-federal-elections/”
17 “Platform Of Demands 2021 Federal Elections”, Quebec Student Union, 2021, https://
unionetudiante.ca/download/platform-of-demands-2021-federal-elections/”

attempted to rectify this situation in 
its 2019-20 budget by announcing a 
gradual reinvestment in the budget 
of CRGAs for student graduate 
scholarships.14 This funding gradually 
increases over a three-year period to 
reach the sustainable reinvestment 
of $26.5 million annually thereafter.15

While the reinvestment of 2019 is 
welcome, the amount does not keep 
pace with other investments being 
provided to the CRGAs. At its peak, 
student scholarship funding represented 
16.9%, 13.3%, and 6.3% of the respective 
budgets of the Social Sciences and 
Humanities Research Council (SSHRC), 
the Natural Sciences and Engineering 
Research Council (NSERC), and the 
Canadian Institutes of Health Research 
(CIHR).16 In order to return to these 
levels, the Government of Canada 
would have to invest an additional $120 
million per year on top of the funding 
it already committed in 2019-20.17

Therefore, the QSU and CASA call 
on the Government of Canada 
to increase funding for student 
scholarship programs by $120 
million on a recurring basis, thus 
re-establishing the importance 
of student scholarships within the 
overall envelope of the CRGAs.

https://www.budget.gc.ca/2021/pdf/budget-2021-en.pdf
https://www.budget.gc.ca/2021/pdf/budget-2021-en.pdf
https://pm.gc.ca/en/news/news- releases/2020/04/22/support-students-and-new-grads-affected-covid-19
https://unionetudiante.ca/fair -share-2/
https://unionetudiante.ca/download/platform-of-demands-2021-federal-elections/
https://unionetudiante.ca/download/platform-of-demands-2021-federal-elections/
https://www.budget. gc.ca/2019/docs/plan/budget-2019-en.pdf
https://unionetudiante.ca/download/platform-of-demands-2021-federal-elections/
https://unionetudiante.ca/download/platform-of-demands-2021-federal-elections/
 https://unionetudiante.ca/download/platform-of-demands-2021-federal-elections/
 https://unionetudiante.ca/download/platform-of-demands-2021-federal-elections/
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Increasing Indigenous 
Access to Post-Secondary

18 “The educational attainment of Aboriginal peoples in Canada,” Statistics Canada, https://
www12. statcan.gc.ca/nhs-enm/2011/as-sa/99-012-x/99-012-x2011003_3-eng.cfm.

Funding Truth and 
Reconciliation Commission 
Call to Action 66 to help 
connect Indigenous 
students with support and 
educational opportunities.
Critical to the well-being of Indigenous 
peoples in Canada is their level of 
access to education, in particular post-
secondary. And yet, Indigneous peoples 
remain underrepresented in Canadian 
post-secondary education and face 
multiple financial, cultural, social, 
geographical, and historical barriers to 
access. While the number of Indigenous 
students in post-secondary has been 
growing in recent years, the evidence 
is clear that Indigenous students 
continue to attend post-secondary 
institutions at a much lower rate than 
non-Indigenous Canadians. According 
to the Assembly of First Nations, 70% of 
First Nations youth want to participate 
in post-secondary education, but a 
survey conducted on the educational 
attainment of Indigenous Peoples in 
Canada indicated that only 48.4% had a 
post-secondary credential, compared 
with 64.7% of non-Indigenous People.18 

It is clear that more work 
needs to be done to improve 
the educational outcomes of 
Indigenous peoples in Canada.

“70% of First Nations youth want 
to participate in post-secondary 
education, but a survey conducted 
on the educational attainment of 
Indigenous Peoples in Canada 
indicated that only 48.4% had 
a post-secondary credential,”

While investments in programs like 
the Post-Secondary Student Support 
Program (PSSSP) and the Inuit and Metis 
education strategy are aiding in bridging 
the financial gap hindering Indigenous 
access to postsecondary education, 
the ongoing impacts of colonialism and 
racism play a key role in contributing 
to the persistent underrepresentation 
of Indigenous Peoples. Indeed, the 
barriers to postsecondary education 
are far reaching and substantive 
amid a legacy of ongoing and 
historical atrocities committed against 
Indigenous peoples. Immense efforts 
continue to be required to improve 
the mental health of Indigenous 
communities and to help heal wounds 
of intergenerational trauma and shame.

In 2015, the Truth and Reconciliation 
Commission of Canada (TRC) released 
94 recommendations for Canadians and 
Canadian governments to undertake 
in the spirit of reconciliation. Among 
those recommendations is Call to Action 
66: “[the TRC calls] upon the federal 
government to establish multi-year 
funding for community-based youth 
organizations to deliver programs on 
reconciliation, and establish a national 
network to share information and best 
practices.”19 This recommendation 
is crucial to building the necessary 
support needed to increase Indigenous 
participation in education, from 
primary to post-secondary. While the 
federal government has committed 
to developing and funding new 
programs, as required under TRC Call 
to Action 66, little has been done as of 
today to move the process forward.

The Government of Canada must take 
swift action to further fund TRC Call to 
Action 66 in an effort to combat the 
persistent barriers affecting educational 
participation rates among Indigenous 
peoples in Canada. This funding 
must not only include ad-hoc youth 
programming,20 but must include 
the establishment of a national 

19 “Youth programs – Call to Action 66,” Truth and Reconciliation Commission of Canada, September 
2019, https://www. rcaanc-cirnac.gc.ca/eng/1524504660890/1557513687138.
20 Ibid.

network to share information and best 
practices. This network is an essential 
part of the Call to Action, as it would 
help prevent ongoing and unwanted 
cycles of reliving trauma and shame.

“The educational attainment of Aboriginal peoples in Canada,” 
Statistics Canada, https://www12.statcan.gc.ca/nhs-en-
m/2011/as-sa/99-012-x/99-012-x2011003_3-eng.cfm.
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Therefore, CASA calls on the federal 
government to establish a multi-year 
funding envelope for community-
based youth organizations to deliver 
programs on reconciliation and 
education, and establish a national 
network to share information and best 
practices per Truth and Reconciliation 
Commission Call to Action 66.

https://www12. statcan.gc.ca/nhs-enm/2011/as-sa/99-012-x/99-012-x2011003_3-eng.cfm
https://www12. statcan.gc.ca/nhs-enm/2011/as-sa/99-012-x/99-012-x2011003_3-eng.cfm
https://www. rcaanc-cirnac.gc.ca/eng/1524504660890/1557513687138
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Helping International 
Students Gain Skills 
in Canada

21 “Canadian postsecondary enrolments and graduates, 2017/2018,” Statistics Canada, https://
www150. statcan.gc.ca/n1/daily-quotidien/200219/dq200219b-eng.htm. 
22 “Canadian postsecondary enrolments and graduates, 2016/2017,” Statistics Canada, https://
www150. statcan.gc.ca/n1/daily-quotidien/181128/dq181128c-eng.htm.
23 “Facts & Figures,” Canadian Bureau for International Education, October 4, 2020, https://cbie.ca/ media/facts-and-figures/.
24 “Flexibility in post-graduation work permit rules to help international students and Canadian post-
secondary institutions,” Immigration Refugees and Citizenship Canada, May 14, 2020, https:// www.canada.
ca/en/immigration-refugees-citizenship/news/notices/pgwpp-rules-covid19.html.

Helping streamline the  
co-op process for international 
students seeking Canadian 
work experience
For more than twenty years, the number 
of international students enrolled in 
Canadian post-secondary institutions 
has grown at a rate far higher than that 
of domestic students.21 Not even a global 
pandemic could keep eager students 
around the world from studying at 
Canadian institutions, as many started 
their programs virtually from their home 
country with the hope that they’d one 
day be able to travel to study in and 
contribute to Canada. This persistent 
interest is because of a variety of factors 
unique to our country, including the 
quality of Canadian post-secondary 
education, targeted recruitment 
programs, and the appeal of Canada 
as a post-study destination.22 Despite 
higher tuition fees, international students 
have continued to seek out Canada 
as a high-quality study destination, 

with 60% of these students planning to 
continue to live and contribute to the 
Canadian economy after graduation.23 
Indeed, international students represent 
a powerful macroeconomic asset 
for Canada, as they bring significant 
economic benefit, contributing $21.6 
billion to Canada’s GDP and supporting 
nearly 170,000 jobs as of 2018.24 

“Despite higher tuition fees, 
international students have 
continued to seek out Canada as 
a high-quality study destination, 
with 60% of these students 
planning to continue to live 
and contribute to the Canadian 
economy after graduation.”

What is more, Canada’s aging population 
necessitates the need for increased 
immigration levels if we are to sustain 
the health of our national social safety 
net, and who better to fill that gap 
than smart and eager international 
students who have already shown a 
desire to live and study in Canada.

Notwithstanding their immense cultural 
value and economic potential, and 
in spite of their higher tuition fees, 
international students are often locked 
out of some of the most valuable 
aspects of their Canadian education. For 
example, classes that include optional 
work-integrated learning components 
-- things such as co-ops or internships 
-- are often impossible for international 
students to access due to existing study 
permit restrictions. To participate in co-
ops or full time internships, international 
students must first go through the process 
of obtaining an additional work permit 
on top of their active study permit. This 
additional application process creates 
barriers to accessing work-integrated 
learning in a number of ways. First, they 
are only valid for a year and thus need to 
be applied for annually.25 Further, timelines 
for getting co-op permits approved 
differ in length, meaning an international 
student’s ability to participate in 
work-integrated learning may be 
limited. Finally, the current guidelines 
for co-op permit eligibility is restricted 
to include only work that is integral to 
a student’s program of study, which 
prevents international students from 
participating in optional co-op routes.26 
These barriers make it extremely difficult 
for international students to participate 
in these valuable learning experiences.

Given that the federal government 
has prioritized skilled immigration as a 

25 “How Does Co-op Work? International Students,” Carleton University, October 4, 2020, https://
carleton .ca/co-op/how-does-co-op-work/international-students/.
26 “Co-op or internship work permit,” University of British Columbia, Accessed online on October 4, 2020, 
https://students.ubc.ca/career/career-resources/working-canada/co-op-work-permit. 
27 “A Stronger and More Resilient Canada,” Government of Canada, September 23, 2020, https://www.canada.ca/throne-speech.

key driver of Canada’s post-COVID-19 
economic recovery,27 It makes sense to 
lower barriers for international students 
participating in work-integrated learning 
in Canada. Reducing these barriers will 
help international students get the job 
experience they need to stay in Canada 
after graduation. International students 
who choose to stay in Canada following 
graduation, have the potential to become 
important contributors in many economic 
sectors that need skilled workers.

co-op
work permit
wait times
up to ...

3
months before

COVID-19

Therefore, CASA calls on the federal 
government to allow international 
students to participate in an internship 
or co-op under their existing study 
permit rather than requiring them 
to apply for and obtain a separate 
co-op or intern work permit.

https://www150. statcan.gc.ca/n1/daily-quotidien/200219/dq200219b-eng.htm
https://www150. statcan.gc.ca/n1/daily-quotidien/181128/dq181128c-eng.htm
https://www150. statcan.gc.ca/n1/daily-quotidien/181128/dq181128c-eng.htm
https://cbie.ca/ media/facts-and-figures
https:// www.canada.ca/en/immigration-refugees-citizenship/news/notices/pgwpp-rules-covid19.html
https:// www.canada.ca/en/immigration-refugees-citizenship/news/notices/pgwpp-rules-covid19.html
https://carleton .ca/co-op/how-does-co-op-work/international-students/
https://carleton .ca/co-op/how-does-co-op-work/international-students/
https://students.ubc.ca/career/career-resources/working-canada/co-op-work-permit
https://www.canada.ca/throne-speech
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About CASA

About QSU

Established in 1995, the Canadian Alliance of 
Student Associations (CASA) is a non-partisan, 
not-for-profit, student organization composed 
of 23 student associations representing 274,000 
post-secondary students from coast to coast. 
Through its partnership with the Quebec 
Students Union (QSU), CASA presents a national 
student voice to the federal government. CASA 
advocates for a Canadian post-secondary 
education system that is accessible, affordable, 
innovative and of the highest quality.

The Quebec Student Union’s mission is to defend 
the rights and interests of the student community, 
of its member associations, and of their members, 
by promoting, protecting, and improving the 
conditions of students and those of local and 
international communities.

casa-acae.ca 
@CASAACAE 
@CASAACAE 
CASAACAE

unionetudiante.ca 
@UnionEtudiante 
@UnionEtudiante 
ueq.qsu

Together, we represent 365,000 students across Canada.


