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is to advocate for students using policy development and research, awareness 

campaigns, government relations, and partnerships with other stakeholders.
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recommendation

Increasing educational outcomes among Canada’s Aboriginal population is essential to supporting 
Canada’s future prosperity and long term growth. 

Students believe the federal government should invest in programs that are working to provide more skills 
and education to people who need support the most. Our country needs more people and younger people 
with advanced skills and knowledge to succeed.

The fastest growing population segment in Canada is Aboriginal youth, those between the ages of 15 and 
30.  In fact, between 1996 and 2006, Canada’s Aboriginal population grew nearly six times faster than the 
non-Aboriginal population.  The Aboriginal identity population in Canada will be an estimated 1.7 million to 
2.2 million by 2031, representing up to 5.3% of the total population.  It is crucial to support this young and 
growing community, which is widely seen as a key demographic in addressing current and future labour 
gaps. 

Currently, the federal program in place to support First Nations and Inuit youth is the Post-Secondary 
Student Support Program, which was implemented with the intention of promoting access to post-
secondary education. Unfortunately, access to this program has shrunk due to a constricting 2% funding 
cap that has been in place since 1996. From 1997 to 2009, recipients of Post Secondary Student Support 
3URJUDP�IXQGLQJ�GURSSHG�IURP��������WR����������7KLV�ȴJXUH�FDQ�EH�DWWULEXWHG�WR�WKH�IDFW�WKDW�FRVWV�
increase at a rate greater than 2% and funding not being increased to match. As a result fewer students 
today are able to access these funds than over a decade ago. This is unacceptable.
  
However, those who do receive funding from the program now have the highest graduation rates than at 
any point in the history of the Program. In 2008/2009, a higher proportion of funding recipients graduated 
than at any time since the inception of the program. 

Regretfully, due to growing demand and increased costs, the 2% funding cap placed on the program has 
EHHQ�FULSSOLQJ��DQG�TXDOLȴHG�VWXGHQWV�DUH�EHLQJ�WXUQHG�DZD\��

Aboriginal people are less than one third as likely to hold a bachelors degree than non-Aboriginal people.  
In a recent paper pertaining to the supply side of Aboriginal post-secondary education in Canada, Dr. 
Catherine Gordon and Dr. Jerry White pointed out that “we have to face up to the fact that the gaps in 
attainment between Indigenous identity groups and non-Indigenous populations is VERY troublesome.”  
Their research shows that, as of 2011, there was a 20% point gap in post-secondary education attainment 
between Aboriginal and Non-Aboriginal populations.  Projections made for 5 and 10 years from now reveal 
WKDW�WKHVH�WUHQGV�ZLOO�FRQWLQXH���:LWKRXW�PDNLQJ�SROLF\�FKDQJHV��LW�LV�HVWLPDWHG�WKDW�WKH�GLHUHQFH�EHWZHHQ�
Non-Aboriginal and Aboriginal populations will stagnate, and the gap will widen for On Reserve Aboriginals, 
Status Aboriginals, and the Inuit population. “Fundamental changes that appreciate the variation among 
the Aboriginal population are warranted,”  explain Gordon and White. 

CASA recommends that the federal government fund the backlog of students 
eligible for the program but not receiving funding to ensure that they can 
access post-secondary education. To make this a reality government would 
have to make a one-time investment of $272 million.  

CASA recommends that the federal government remove the 2% cap on Post 
Secondary Student Support Program funding and fully fund the program to 
increase access to funding. This would cost an estimated $147 million in the 
ȴUVW�\HDU��DQG�LQFUHDVH�LQ�VXEVHTXHQW�\HDUV�WR�FRYHU�GHPDQG�DQG�ULVLQJ�FRVWV��

Educational attainment is a crucial element for job creation. During the 2008 recession, 390,000 jobs were 
created for people with university and college educations and 433,000 jobs were lost for those with lower 
levels of educational attainment.  Canada’s Aboriginal population was particularly hard hit. In the core-
aged working population (25 to 54 years old) employment dropped by 2.8% in 2009 and 4.9% in 2010 
among Aboriginal people. For their non-Aboriginal counterparts, employment fell by just 1.7% among 
core-aged workers in 2009 and grew by 0.8% in 2010.  

By 2026, it is estimated that 600,000 Aboriginal youth will be of the age to participate in the labour force.  
In the December 2011 report “Reforming First Nations Education: From Crisis to Hope”, The Standing 
Senate Committee on Aboriginal Peoples noted: “Improving education outcomes will be vital for young 
First Nations people entering the labour market, as well as for Canada’s economic productivity, as their 
share of the labour force grows.” 

Seven in ten First Nations youth aspire to complete post-secondary education.  Ensuring equal educational 
outcomes for Canada’s Aboriginal peoples would have a positive and immediate economic impact that 
would compound over time. Recently, the Centre for the Study of Living Standards outlined the potential 
returns to the Aboriginal population and the economy if Aboriginal educational attainment was improved. 
They stated that education and labour market outcomes for the Aboriginal population would reach the 
same level as the non-Aboriginal population in 2001 by 2026. Further to this, a cumulative increase of $401 
ELOOLRQ�FRXOG�EH�H[SHFWHG�IRU�$ERULJLQDO�LQFRPHV��DQG�*RYHUQPHQW�ZRXOG�VHH�D�QHW�UHYHQXH�EHQHȴW�RI������
billion by 2026 due to increased tax revenue and decreased program expenditure. 

In 2008, 3,213 eligible students were denied Post Secondary Student Support Program funding and there 
was a backlog of 10,589 students who were eligible and ready to enroll, but could not get funding to 
SXUVXH�WKHLU�VWXGLHV��7KLV�EDFNORJ�VSHDNV�WR�WKH�IXQGLQJ�JDS�FUHDWHG�E\�WKH����FDS�RQ�$ERULJLQDO�$DLUV�
and Northern Development Canada program expenditure for the Post Secondary Student Support 
Program. 

Making post-secondary educational attainment equally available to Canada’s First Nations and Inuit youth 
ZLOO�UHTXLUH�D�VLJQLȴFDQW�LQYHVWPHQW��+RZHYHU��LW�LV�FULWLFDO�WR�XQGHUVWDQG�WKDW�DGHTXDWHO\�VXSSRUWLQJ�)LUVW�
Nations and Inuit people will allow them to reach the same levels of educational attainment as non-
$ERULJLQDO�SHRSOH��7KLV�ZRXOG�KDYH�VWDJJHULQJ�EHQHȴWV�WR�&DQDGDȇV�$ERULJLQDO�SRSXODWLRQ��WKH�HFRQRP\��DV�
well as all Canadians.

BETWEEN 1997 AND 2009, THE NUMBER OF ELIGIBLE STUDENTS RECEIVING
POST-SECONDARY FUNDING FROM ABORIGINAL AFFAIRS AND NORTHERN
DEVELOPMENT CANADA DECLINED BY 18.4%. 
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