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MESSAGE FROM CASA

TOGETHERWE SHOW UP

Thanks to a community that volunteered, that
donated, that believed, CASA has accepted 
automatic appointment to every new case of 
child abuse or neglect from the Court for the 
last 12 months. 

CASA (Court Appointed Special Advocates) of Travis
County bel ieves every chi ld who's experienced 
abuse or neglect  deserves to have a dedicated 
advocate speaking up for their best interest in court, 
at school, and in our community.

Our Model

IN 2022, with support from this community, CASA 
of Travis County showed up for nearly 1,100 
children experiencing abuse, neglect, and the
trauma inherent in the child welfare system.   

Together, we can show up for children, lighting 
the way through very dark times. Each of us has 
a part to play in enhancing the future of children 
in Travis County. 
Thank you for standing with CASA to show up 
for children. 

Laura D. Wolf
Chief Executive Officer

As social supports and the child welfare system
itself continue to fray, we have deepened our 
advocacy to try to meet the more serious needs we
are seeing. CASA is a creature of its community, 
and our advocacy depends on this community 
speaking up for the children we serve.   

How You Can Help
Become a CASA volunteer, help us find new 
volunteers, or donate to support CASA’s 
transformative advocacy. 

casatravis.org/volunteer

casatravis.org/refer

casatravis.org/donate

CASA has shown up for infants, for teens, for 
toddlers, for children of all ages who are just 
hoping for some stability and security in their 
lives. We saw in 2022 that stability and security 
are harder to come by, as the situations facing 
children and their families have become ever 
more challenging.   

To accomplish this, CASA educates and empowers
diverse community volunteers who ensure each 
child's needs remain a priority in an overburdened
child welfare system.

When the state steps in to protect a child's safety,
a judge appoints a trained volunteer advocate to 
make independent and informed recommendations
and help the judge decide what's best for the child.   
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2022
PROGRAM
SNAPSHOT

CASA of Travis County served 1090 
children in 2022. 95% of children 
were served by long-term volunteer 
advocates. 527 children’s cases 
closed with the help of CASA. 639 
volunteers were assigned to cases. 

95% 
of CASA’s 
recommendations
were ordered by 
the judge or agreed
to by the parties. 

90%

of youth had at least 3 safe healthy adult connections
at case closure.   

CASA BY THE NUMBERS

81% of children whose
cases closed were 
reunited with family
or permanently placed
with relatives. 

of school aged children had a 
diploma or GED or were on track
to receive one at case closure.

93%

Race and ethnicity
of children served

49% Hispanic / Latino

23% Black / African American

14% White

9% Bi-racial / Multi-racial

0.2% Asian / Asian-American

5% Other / Not Specified

Race and ethnicity
of volunteers

66% White

18% Hispanic / Latino

5% Black / African American

5% Asian / Asian-American

3% Bi-racial / Multi-racial
4% Other / Not Specified



STORIES FROM CASA

Strengthening our advocacy

Children’s circumstances are complex and can 
change quickly. Because CASA volunteers work 
only with one child or sibling group at a time, they 
are uniquely situated to offer advocacy that is 
individualized, resourceful and nimble. A CASA 
volunteer named Sarah advocated for a thirteen-
year-old girl whose mother was suffering from 
mental illness and whose father’s whereabouts 
were unknown. Sarah’s first order of business was

V i s i t  w w w. c a s a t r a v i s . o r g  t o  l e a r n  h o w  t o  s u p p o r t  o u r  m i s s i o n  i n  c h i l d r e n ’ s  b e s t  i n t e r e s t .

As many CASA volunteers have observed, CASA is 
here to “stand in the gaps”. And unfortunately, they 
are getting wider. So many of those gaps have 
implications for children’s safety that we have 
strengthened our advocacy by supplementing 
the work of traditional CASA volunteers and their 
supervisors on the professional staff with a 
dedicated Child Safety Team, ensuring that we 
can focus on the safety of children and youth 
while they are in the State’s care.   

STANDING IN THE GAPS

Not long ago our Child Safety Specialist reconnected
with David, a youth whom she’d previously met a 
couple of years before. David had run away from a 
placement and had told CASA that he was being 
physically abused in that placement. At the time he 
ran away, our Child Safety Team found him, provided
him with a meal and urged Child Protective Services
(CPS) to find a safe and appropriate placement for 
him. Despite CASA’s firm advocacy and David’s own
outcry of abuse, this youth was returned to the 
original placement.   

Through the entirety of David’s time in the child 
welfare system, he has had CASA by his side, 
believing him and advocating for his best interest. 
He has been through many placements and 
circumstances, and CASA’s been there to speak

up for what he needs. He’s now a young adult and
preparing for adulthood on his own. Not long ago,
our Child Safety Specialist visited with him and
told him that the placement from which he had 
run away, where he had experienced abuse, had
since been closed.  

He knew. He was angry that others responsible for 
his care couldn’t even say “I’m sorry we didn’t believe
you and sent you back there.” He remembered 
how hard his CASA advocates tried, and he shared 
that CASA is truly the only help he received for 
many years.  

Now David wants to go to college and study in a 
field that will enable him to help other youth in 
foster care. As he said to CASA, “You kept me going 
when I wanted to give up.”    

FINDING MULTIPLE PATHS



PROGRAM INNOVATION

Bridge to Permanency
CASA’S FIRST GOAL, whenever it is safe, is to help 
keep children with their families. Many times, how-
ever, financial obstacles to safety and permanency 
can seem overwhelming. Additionally, more and 
more frequently, we see cases of serious domestic 
violence, in which mothers are trying to keep their 
kids safe but struggling to escape abusive partners.

Family Finding
KNOWING THAT SHE couldn’t care for her daughter
at that time, Jada’s mother gave her to neighbors 
when she was young. Some years later, Jada was 
removed from those caregivers after allegations of 
severe abuse. Jada’s CASA volunteer, Terri, worked
on the case for four years, advocating for Jada 
through multiple placement changes, trafficking 
concerns, abuse allegations in multiple residential 
treatment centers, and periods where she ran 
away or was missing. 

Terri showed up for Jada as no one else did. She 
kept up with all her educational needs from one 
school to the next. Terri also worked to make sure
that Jada wouldn’t age out of the foster care 
system with nowhere to go.

60% increase in relatives
engaged with children 
in the foster care system 
after CASA’s family 
finding efforts in 2022.

As a Judge, I need somebody boots on the 
ground, working with each child and their 
family. CASA’s role is to help the Court 

understand what is in the best interest of 
each and every child.

The Honorable Aurora Martinez Jones ,
Judge of the 126th District Court

CASA supplied gift cards so that the mother could 
purchase essential items, clothing, and food for the
month, and even more significantly, CASA was able
to provide funding to help her find a temporary
apartment for herself and her children while they 
looked for permanent housing.    

With help from CASA’s dedicated Family Finding 
Team, Terri connected with Jada’s mother who 
had been out of touch since Jada was a toddler
and learned that Jada’s mother was now in a much 
better, stronger situation herself. Terri, and the rest
of Jada’s support system, helped Jada and her mom
build a relationship. Happily, after years of being in
foster care, Jada was finally reunified with her 
biological mother, now able to provide a safe home 
for her daughter.  

CASA knew that this mother had taken big risks to 
keep her children safe and knew that as long as 
they were safe from abuse, the children were better
off with their mother. So, we used our Bridge to 
Permanency program to help.   

With this initiative, CASA provided a 21% increase 
in direct financial assistance to children and safe re-
lative caregivers in 2022. We know that if children can
be safe with their families, they will be able to leave
the child welfare system sooner and permanently.   

After a particularly frightening episode in which a 
mother was assaulted and feared that her partner 
would harm her three young children, she managed
to escape to a neighbor’s house and hide there with
her kids. Unfortunately, she couldn’t stay there long-
term, and she had no means of financial support to
provide housing or necessities for her family.       

CASA created the Bridge to Permanency in 2022 
to offer direct financial resources to support family
members who are caring for children in the child
welfare system and to maintain safe and stable
placements for them.



CLEARING UP ROADBLOCKS

CASA’s individualized advocacy for children’s best 
interest enables us to help clear roadblocks for 
kids, especially in helping them to stay with family 
members who are safe.

Julio didn’t give up hope of reunifying Ignacio with 
his mother, though the pandemic and assorted 
bureaucratic delays made for an uphill climb toward 
that outcome. In the meantime, Julio advocated 
relentlessly for Ignacio’s needs and built a rapport 
with him that made Ignacio feel safe.   

Sometimes the CASA volunteer job is not 
easy. Sometimes it can be heartbreaking. 

But it also can be life-changing. Watching 
the kids become what they are meant to be 

is a very powerful experience.

Jack Murray, CASA volunteer for
33 children in 25 years of service

V i s i t  w w w. c a s a t r a v i s . o r g / v o l u n t e e r  t o  l e a r n  w h a t  i t  m e a n s  t o  b e  a  C A S A  v o l u n t e e r  f o r  c h i l d r e n .

Julio, Ignacio’s CASA volunteer, was one of the 
only people on the case who spoke Spanish and 
could connect with Ignacio and his relatives in their
native language. 

Thanks in part to the support CASA provided for the
family, Ignacio’s mother found a way to move to 
Central Texas with one of her other children. Julio 
recommended to the Court that Ignacio be returned
to her care. When Ignacio was reunited with his 
mother and the case closed, Julio and CASA were 
overjoyed to see them together, safe and happy.   

Julio learned that Ignacio’s mother was still in 
Mexico and unable at the time to visit her son. She
told Julio that Ignacio’s father had a long history of
abuse against her and their children.  

to get to know the youth, Maria, and to understand
her needs. One thing CASA volunteers always do is
to ask children who are the important people in their
lives. For Maria, number one on her list was a teacher
at her previous school.

Within weeks, Sarah had reached out to Maria’s 
previous school and discovered that the same 
teacher asked to be considered as a placement. At
the court hearing, the judge ordered a home study
and visits between Maria and her teacher to 
reestablish their bond. Knowing that Maria needed
all the support she could get, Sarah didn’t rest, 
but also found multiple relatives in another state 
who wanted to build a relationship with Maria and 
be considered back-up placements. Sarah will 
continue exploring these paths to ensure that Maria’s
ultimate destination is one where she can thrive.  

Whenever possible, we try to help families stay 
together. After his father brought him from Mexico
to the US against his mother’s wishes, Ignacio 
found himself, at four years old, removed from his
father's home due to abuse and neglect.  



$7,182,712

$6,414,326

2022
BOARD OF

DIRECTORS

WAYS TO HELP

TOTAL REVENUE

30% Government 23% Individual/Corps26% Foundation Grants 21% Events (net)

$2,124,908 $1,882,053 $1,684,953 $1,490,798

TOTAL EXPENSES

79% Program 13% Fundraising 8% Management

$5,102,050 $813,763 $498,513

Bruny Rios
Chair 

Directors
John Berkowitz
Munira Fareed
Stephen Ferguson
Kara Grenier
Adam Lyons
Claire Morris
Shakeel Rashed

Andrew Allison
Immediate Past Chair

Russell Valdez
Secretary/Treasurer

Brittney Rodriguez
Ben Rubenstein
David Rubin
Ricardo Stinnette
Matt Stuart
Ashley Wright

2022 FISCAL REPORT

Stay connected

Volunteer

Raise awareness

Follow us on our platforms and share our 
content to spread the word about our work: 

Give
Support nearly 1,100 children each 
year as they receive the advocacy they 
deserve at casatravis.org/donate

Refer

Contact us
Have any questions? Reach out through
our website, by email, phone, or mail. 
Find details at casatravis.org/contact

facebook.com/casatravis

instagram.com/casatravis

linkedin.com/company/casatravis Send information about CASA to 
friends who might be good volunteers
at casatravis.org/refer

Find out what means to be a CASA 
volunteer and start your application
at casatravis.org/volunteer



2022 DONORS

$50,000+ 
Anonymous (2)**** 
Teresa and Matt Andresen* 
Gallogly Family Foundation 
Kathleen and Bryce 
Maddock**** 
May and Stanley Smith 
Charitable Trust 
Michael & Susan Dell 
Foundation 
Northwest Sertoma Club 
of Austin 
Manish Patel and Seema 
Daulat**** 
The Covalent Foundation 
Jaspar Weir****  

Thank you to our generous donors.

$20,000-$49,999 
Natalie and Bryce Adams 
Erin Schanning and Andrew 
Allison**** 
The Carl C. Anderson Sr. & 
Marie Jo Anderson  
Charitable Foundation 
Cara and Mike Clifford*** 
Dell, Inc. 
Digitech Web Design, LLC 
Kelly and Lee Dodson**** 
Marjorie and Lenny 
Dorr**** 
Elisabeth and John Hay 
Liz and Tim Heyl 
Annie and Ryan Jacob**** 
Kappa Alpha Theta - UT 
Chapter 
Libby and Michael Miller 
Moody Foundation 
Myer Family Charitable 
Foundation**** 
Wendy and Jay Papasan** 
Lara and William 
Perkins**** 
Nancy and Mark Pollard**** 
Liana and Arjun Rao**** 
Justin Ross 
Melissa and David Rubin*** 
Cesca and Jim Silva**** 
Jenifer and Jason Smith 
Camille and Claymon 
Cipione**** 
The Harry E. & Eda L. 
Montandon Charitable Trust 
The Linda & Jerry Strickland

Family Foundation**** 
The Lowe Foundation
Topfer Family Foundation 
Samantha Miller and 
Russell Valdez*** 
Yardi Systems    

$10,000-$19,999 
Anonymous 
Advanced Micro Devices 
American Campus 
Charities Foundation 
Astute Electronics Inc. 
Natalie and Jack Baldwin** 
Mary Beth and Phil 
Canfield*** 
Capital One 
Yolanda and Chris Conyers** 
Jennifer Cummins*** 
Dutch Bros Foundation 
Meghan and Stephen 
Elwell*** 
Ila and John Falvey*** 
Mr. and Mrs. Sam 
Fatigato*** 
Darius Fisher 
Will Fowler*** 
Greater Texas Credit Union 
H-E-B 
Vanessa and Randy 
Hemingway** 
Horizon Bank 
In-N-Out Burger Foundation 
K-Care 
Amber and Albert 
Koehler*** 
Stephanie and Jason 
Kokrak 
Steve Laukhuf 
Julie and Eric Long*** 
Adam W. Lyons*** 
Stephanie and Michael 
McCollum*** 
David Milken*** 
Erin and Jonathan Minor 
Shaina and Bobby Moats** 
Adam Morgan*** 
Brooks Morgan 
Patricia and Bob Otto*** 
Lindsay and Matt Patulski***
Kristaps Porzingis*** 
Joy Powell and David 
Voorhees**

Holly and Kevin Priestner** 
Ranger Excavating, LP 
Sara and Ben Rubenstein*** 
RWH Foundation 
Shield-Ayres Foundation 
Silicon Valley Bank 
Leslie and Jeff Socha 
Matt Stuart*** 
The Gallop Family 
Foundation*** 
The Junior League of Austin 
The Long Foundation 
Melinda and Barry 
Twomey*** 
Dyan Rody and Warren 
Walters*** 
Pamela and Rodney White    

$5,000-$9,999 
Anonymous (4)** 
3M Foundation 
ABC Bank 
American Lebanon 
Association 
Argent Financial 
Group, Inc 
ARM, Inc. 
Kristina and Evan Baehr** 
Big Dream Media 
Anne Bingaman** 
Krista Borgen** 
Laura and Phillip Brown** 
Paige and Jordan Budde 
Ashlee and Parker 
Carroll** 
CBRE Foundation, INC. 
CG&S Design-Build 
Aaron Charbonnet** 
Julia Cheek** 
Churchill Commercial 
Holdings LLC 
Megan and Mike Connors** 
Cook Dalton Family 
Foundation**
Sarah and Michael Covey**
Cresa 
Courtney and Ed Dickey** 
Donald D. Hammill 
Foundation 
Tim Donohue* 
Leslie Elliott** 
Munira Fareed & Suaad 
Sait**  

Liz and Eric Goldreyer** 
Kara Grenier and Greg 
Salton 
Karra and Dan Guess** 
Alica and Tom Harrison** 
Anne H. Harutunian 
Harutunian Engineering Inc. 
Audrea and Jon Hill 
Kacie and Cody Hill 
Kathy and Jim Hopke** 
Jack and Joyce Sampson 
Family Foundation** 
Emily Jung** 
Jennifer Kaufman** 
Cynthia and Kimble Keas** 
Cindy and Andy Lane** 
Latham & Watkins LLP 
Law Office of Jason 
Wright, PLLC 
Jill and Kirk Lewis** 
Aldila and Marlon Lobo** 
Melissa and Wade Lorber** 
Justin Mares** 
Master Halco, Inc 
Katie and Tim May 
Mark McClain** 
Jenniann and Matt 
McKnight** 
Madelyn P. Morey* 
Carolyn and Tom 
Nicewarner** 
Nomi Health 
Nordstrom 
Bettye Nowlin** 
Nylas INC 
Julie C. Parsley** 
Perkins Coie 
Popp Hutcheson PLLC 
Amy and John Porter** 
Nicole James and Kenny 
Ratton** 
Patricia A. Roback** 
Amanda and Richard 
Schmidt** 
Angela and Tom Scholzen** 
Rita Selvaggi**
Ashika Sethi** 
Sheridan Insurance 
Group LLC 
Gail and Robert Smith 
The Albany Foundation** 
The H Scott Caven, III 
Memorial Foundation** 

Visionary Circle members make fully tax-deductible gifts of $20,000+ a year 
Beacons of Hope members make fully tax-deductible gifts of $10,000+ a year
Allies make fully tax-deductible gifts of $5,000+ a year
Powerful Voice Society Members make fully tax-deductible gifts of $2,000+ a year

****
***
**
*



The Parker Foundation** 
Theodore P.  Davis 
Charitable Trust 
Dana Tomlin 
Amy Vale** 
Velocity Credit Union 
Vida Capital 
Vinson & Elkins LLP 
Emily and Daniel Walker* 
Watkins Insurance Group 
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Elizabeth Wetterhahn** 
Wheatsville Food CO-OP 
Heather and Phillip 
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Candace Wilson** 
Laura D. Wolf* 
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Foundation 
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Juliana and Howard 
Baker* 
Michelle and James 
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Baker Hughes 
Foundation* 
Barksdale Family 
Foundation 
Jay Bates* 
Dylan Beynon* 
Neha and Ketan Bhakta* 
Lauren and Ryan Boswell* 
Brown Advisory
Ann and John Burns* 
Kristen and Scott Burns 
Calavista Software 
Kim and Marc Carlson*
Mason Carter* 
Trey Chambers 
Hailey and Michael Chang 
Adrianne Chmiola and 
Pete Evans* 
Covenant Management 
Systems 

Covert Buick GMC 
Danielle and Doss 
Cunningham 
Cypress Point Wealth 
Management 
Jennifer L. Deegan and 
Zachary Richards* 
Dell Employee Giving 
Program 
Dell Technologies Latino 
Connection Employee 
Resource Group 
Deloitte Consulting 
Elisa and Mark Dennis* 
Laurie and Nigel Dessau* 
Wendy and Bill Detamore* 
DoorGrow 
DuBose Foundation* 
Rachel and Evan Dyer* 
Jeff Echols* 
Jay Ellwanger 
Enoch Kever PLLC 
Jessica Ewing* 
M Farahani* 
Cindy and Stephen Ferguson* 
Five Stone Tax Advisers 
Mac Freeman - State 
Farm Insurance Agent 
Fulcrum Capital 
Holdings, L.L.C. 
Shannon and Makarand
Ghangurde* 
Catherine and Jim Gleitman* 
Sally Goldstein* 
Golf+ 
Cindy Gomez-Nutt* 
Gordon and Patricia 
Johnson Foundation 
Erika and John Gump 
Elizabeth and Gary Gunter* 
Pam and John Halter* 
Paul Hedrick* 
Alanna Heyl* 
Sara and Don Hogan*
Kristi and Erik Hoover* 
I Live Here, I Give Here 
IBM Employee Services 
Center
James Jackson* 
Sarah and Corey Jahn* 
Brenda and Ed Jones* 
Johnna Jones and Jim 
Dechman* 
Kappa Alpha Theta Alumni 
Shelby and Daniel Kelly* 
Marsha Kelman*     

Kendra Scott Jewelry 
Key Title Group 
Rachel Knight* 
Debbie and Chick Kobelan* 
KT Foundation 
Suzy and Mike Kuhn* 
L'Aiglon Foundation 
Law Offices of David P. Crist 
Jennifer and John Paul Lewis 
Melanie and Jim Magro* 
Joseph Maloney* 
Celina and Vaughn Mankey* 
John E. Martin* 
Holly and Gavin Massingill* 
Tracy and Greg McCreight* 
Ann McEldowney* 
Meridian Wealth Advisors 
Minton, Bassett, Flores & 
Carsey PC 
Mary and Lynn Moak* 
Christi and Daniel Mondrik* 
Leslie and Jonathan Moore* 
Claire Morris* 
Munck Wilson Mandala LLP 
Mary Murphy and Mark 
Stevens* 
NFL Alumni Inc. 
Heather Nichols* 
Norton Rose Fulbright 
US LLP 
Katrina and Todd Ohlmeyer 
Megan and Carl Olsen* 
Dona Owen 
Abby and Sam Patranella* 
Lauren Paver* 
Kathy and John Payne* 
Taryn Pemberton* 
Perkins-Prothro Foundation* 
Lauren and Justin Petrowski 
Caroline Pinkston* 
Primrose School of 
Pflugerville at Falcon Point 
Dara and Vincent Prothro* 
Mark Pydynowski* 
R Bank 
Joy and Doug Rauls* 
Dane Reynolds*
Bruny and Nelson Rios* 
Margot and Scott Ritchie* 
Rekha Roarty 
Rebecca and Clay Roberson
Orion Robillard*
Jennifer Rouse* 
Alison Roy* 
Karen and Lance Sallis 
Lauren and Alex Schoenbaum    

Meghan and Don Shannon 
Tara and Michael Shelton* 
Kathy Shreiner* 
Justin Siegel 
Sherri and Andrew 
Smetana* 
Angie and Bryan Smith* 
Sheryl and Brent Smith* 
Karen and Richard Solle* 
Suzanne and Alan 
Stahlman* 
Nikki and Ricardo Stinnette 
Lisa and Rick Tewell* 
Texas Capital Bank 
The Lonsdale Family 
Philanthropic Fund* 
Anna and Tommy 
Thompson 
Tito's Handmade Vodka 
Trek IG LLC 
Delia Foster and Vince 
Trevino 
Triumphant Love Lutheran 
Church 
University Federal Credit 
Union 
Megan and Ryan VanPelt* 
Jennifer & Paul Walker* 
Keri and Greg Walling 
Walmart and Sam's Club 
Foundation 
Sarah Walters* 
Brittany and Michael Ward* 
Julia Pinkerton and 
Kent Warren* 
Katherine and Griffin 
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Michelle and JP Wells* 
Joel White* 
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Austin Arnold* 
Megan and David Whitley* 
Whole Foods Market 
Kristen and Carter 
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Williamson* 
Maggie and Newton Wong* 
Wendy and Brian 
Yarbrough* 

I have wanted to be an advocate for many years and I know right now I do
 not have the capacity to do that, so I give to support the people who do.
Anonymous donor

I f  y o u  f e e l  y o u ’ v e  b e e n  l e f t  o f f  t h i s  l i s t  o r  y o u r  n a m e  i s  m i s s p e l l e d ,  p l e a s e  c o n t a c t
e k o z m a @ c a s a t r a v i s . o r g  s o  w e  c a n  p r o p e r l y  t h a n k  y o u .




