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What is the 
‘substrate’ of 
school?



My part of ‘Odd’

• To explore the relationship between children and the 
building, atmospheres, landscapes, structures and 
odours of school, and between each other, and adults.

• To explore how ‘difference’ is constructed in our 
environment, and how it is experienced.

• To experience the meniscus where the child and the 
school environment ‘touch’.- a substance where ‘how 
you feel’ is made.













Haunted Typography



orrelati

Finding oddness:

Sensing instruments:
stethoscopes,
camera with endoscope,
prisms,
magnifying lenses,
coloured gels,
mirrors
tuning forks

were used to contend with the school space



• To help us break up the ‘common-sense’ edges and names 
of objects so we see it (and perhaps each other) afresh.

• To understand the environment as a lively surface : a place 
where we make contact, ‘touch’- making experience and 
identities

• May show ‘unseen’ aspects of the environment- qualities 
beyond names or category

• They don’t ‘reveal the hidden thoughts of children’ but 
they construct a new way to interact, and to understand 
the world as something that is made by interaction

• They give us a reason to move differently and perform in 
different ways.

• The instruments aren’t neutral- what we see with them is 
indicated by their technology.

• The priority isn’t whether the pictures are good or bad- but 
how taking the picture lets us access space and time 
differently.

Why these tools and instruments?



Mirrors and shadows break up the 
surface- putting ‘us’ in our 
environment and combining times





It takes two (or three or four!) people to operate the 
endoscope. Taking a picture as a different way to be together



School isn’t just regimented and orderly and defined- it has lots of aspects that 
are messy, with different histories, atmospheres and systems.



Uniform: more different than we imagine



The surface of bodies and the surface of the school : 
neither is flat and smooth



Text is full of different surfaces, depths and visual qualities that are 
different to its meaning.



In one area stones push upwards and 
climbing frames sink down- things are not 
so static as we think



Even in objects with hard, distinct surfaces, the way we 
differentiate one from the other is challenged by the action of  
time- change is happening continuously.



The endoscopy cable and close up lens see into 
holes, and we realise that surfaces are rarely 
uniform







Objects that speak



Images of apples on a display spoke the sound of 
eating, a contracted space where apple, eating an 
apple, the eater of an apple and an image of an apple 
are one. 

a crystalline entity, a ‘decomposed and multiplied 
object’ (Zukauskaite, 2013) 



ji-’in and 
the ‘Bloody Marys’

“Living between worlds, crossing (out) taxonomic differences, tunneling
through boundaries, [understanding] the material multiplicity of self, the 
way it is diffracted across spaces, times, realities, imaginaries”
(Barad, 2004: 175) 



So what?
We have been asking ourselves, about the the possible implications for a 
project like ‘Odd’

• Dissolving the edges of where individual and group, or individual and building 
‘touch’- showing that experience/identity  (or oddness) is not just situated in 
the individual- we are all made through relationships
• Exploring how things are not what they seem
• Recognising the oddness of the school environment
• A different way to inhabit school, to move, look and speak- to recognise ones 

strengths differently
• A different way to relate to others


