
Ally Handout 
Given the rise in enforcement activity by Immigration and Customs Enforcement (ICE), it is 
necessary for communities to be prepared in the event of a small- or large-scale raid. 
Immigration raids may take place at workplaces, homes, checkpoints or may be neighborhood-
wide.  

Being prepared before a raid or increase of ICE activities can help communities respond 
immediately and effectively by assisting those directly affected. The first few hours after a raid 
are crucial, and being prepared allows for advocates, communities and families to work together 
and help those who are detained quickly and efficiently. 

Be ready to document all the facts about what is happening, including all actions taken by ICE 
that seem unlawful, as well as license plates and other identifying features of vehicles used by 
the enforcement agency.  

There are “sensitive locations” where ICE and law enforcement should not arrest or search 
people. Some sensitive locations are hospitals, schools, and places of worship. If any action does 
occur there, it should be under special circumstances, such as: ICE officers must avoid alarming 
people and should be discreet and limit their time at the sensitive location. 

Raids are usually very fast and targeted actions. 

Community members may be approached by immigration for many reasons, however, some 
communities have seen ICE use abusive tactics such as coercion, intimidation and surveillance 
while making arrests. One deceptive tactic used in Maryland was ICE officers who gained a 
person’s trust by behaving as if they were local police.  

Keep record of any concerning law enforcement behavior such as threats or use of excessive 
force. This information could be used for future advocacy actions.  

 

When documenting ICE arrests (From WeHaveRights.us) 

If you witness ICE or any law enforcement agents making an arrest in 
public, it is your right to film the interaction, as long as you do not 
interfere with the arrest. If you’re not comfortable filming, you can still 
document the arrest by taking notes on what happens or simply bearing 
witness.  

When documenting an arrest, film openly and follow instructions, like 
“back up.” Document yourself complying. If agents tell you to stop filming, tell them “I am 
exercising my right to document this arrest.”  

ICE does not have the right to confiscate your phone or delete your footage. They may try.  

Lock your phone with a code. Passwords are protected under 5th amendment rights, but 
fingerprints, facial recognition, and pattern locks are not.  

We Have Rights videos 
www.wehaverights.us 



Let the person being arrested know that you are there to support them and document the agent’s 
behavior. 

Keep focus of camera on law enforcement, not the person being arrested. 

Capture details, like any documents shown (warrant), weapons, badges, uniforms 

Capture context, such as street signs, landmarks, any other cameras present 

Don’t stop recording between shots 

If agents become violent, remain calm and allow footage to speak for itself 

If you narrate, focus on facts such as time of day and number of agents. 

Do not narrate or reveal: identity of person being detained, their immigration status, or their 
criminal history. Anything the agents learn during an arrest can be used in court.   

After filming, make a copy of your footage on a separate device. Don’t change the file name. 
Don’t edit the original. Do not post the footage to social media or livestream. Share it with the 
family of the arrested person or their attorney.  

If you are searched, stay calm and say “I do not consent to this search.” Do not run, do not fight. 

 

Raids in the Home or Workplace 

If you are a person with legal status who is present or nearby when a raid or arrest is in progress 
in a home or workplace, you can provide support with your presence. Being willing to speak to 
officers or provide translation can encourage the people they are trying to arrest.  

Raids carried out in private locations such as homes have increased across the United States. 
These types of enforcement actions are different from raids in public areas because ICE officers 
typically need a warrant or permission to enter a home. Many community members live in mixed 
status households with different immigration statuses. Therefore, it is important to require ICE 
officials to show a valid warrant from a judge to gain access to your home. Lawful access to a 
home can be granted either by consent of the person in the home, or with a signed warrant.  

Do not attempt to interfere, but you can help the person they are trying to arrest to remember 
their rights, and facilitate them gathering information without opening the door.  

During a house raid people within the home should know they do not have to open the door, nor 
should they until they are certain that they must. They may ask for the officer’s name and badge 
number, and are allowed to inspect the warrant without opening the door. 

Officers may only enter a home or workplace with 1) a VALID warrant, or 2) the homedweller’s 
permission 

For a warrant to be valid, it must contain certain information. 



Below, please find samples of the different types of warrants and information they must contain 
to be valid. 

Warrants may look different depending on your location or the issuing authority. This means that 
information required to make a warrant valid may appear in different orders or look different 
from the samples below. 

If officers do not have permission to enter and they do not have a warrant or a valid warrant, it is 
the homedweller’s right to ask them to leave. 

Search Warrant  

A valid search warrant: 

• Must be signed by a judge, justice of the 
peace or magistrate. 

• Must state the address to be searched. 
• Must state in detail the area to be searched. 

In some cases, search warrants may be many 
pages long describing locations to be 
searched. 

• Look for other information that might make 
the warrant invalid, such as being out of date. 

• If the officer does not have a valid warrant 
you can say, “This is not a valid warrant. You 
may not enter. Please leave.” 

• If the officer has a valid warrant, you must 
allow them to enter the home. When they 
enter say, “I do not consent to this search.” 
This should limit where they are allowed to 
search. 

• Observe where the officers search. Observe 
if they search in areas that the warrant does 
not list. Repeat that you do not consent to the 
search. If an officer takes any property, ask 
for a receipt. 



Arrest Warrant 

A valid arrest warrant: 

• Must be signed by a judge, justice of the 
peace or magistrate. 

• Must state the name of the person to be 
arrested. 

• Must describe the person to be arrested. 
• Look for other information that might make 

the warrant invalid, such as being out of 
date. 

• If the officer does not have a valid warrant, 
you can say, “This is not a valid warrant. 
You may not enter. Please leave.” 

• If the officer has a valid arrest warrant and 
the person named in the warrant is there, 
that person should go outside to meet the 
officer. Close the door behind them. If the 
person named in the warrant is not there, 
tell the officer that the person is not there. 
and do not open the door. 

 

Warrant of Removal/Deportation (Immigration 
Warrant) 

• A warrant of removal or deportation (an 
immigration warrant) DOES NOT give an 
officer the right to enter your home. Say, 
“You do not have the right to enter with this 
warrant. Please leave.” 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

If you have witnessed a raid or arrest, activate the Rapid Response Team:  

Maintain communication channels; call an emergency meeting as soon as it is apparent a raid has 
taken place. Immigration attorneys and DOJ accredited representatives who are part of the rapid 
response team should start coordinating with families and friends of those detained and should 
immediately determine where the person was taken. 

Flagstaff Rapid Response Network is a project in progress 

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

The deportation defense hotline from United We Dream is 1-844-363-1423 – use it if you 
witness an I.C.E. Raid or any other immigration activity in your community. 

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

 

STAND IN SOLIDARITY: ADVOCACY ACTIONS 

Raising awareness: 

Become an active member of your local rapid response team 

Be a good ally: rely on leaders within the affected community to help guide your advocacy work 
in a way that respects their culture and addresses the specific needs  

Report any possible illegal or abusive practices by ICE or any law enforcement agency to 
national organizations that lead efforts in this area or create an advocacy action around it. 

Keep in mind those family members left behind. Provide moral support and help where possible.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 


