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Friend,

This month: View original art created as part of Summit 2021, find out what’s
poppin’ on the poppers ban, and learn about how gay, bisexual, trans, Two-
Spirit, and queer men and non-binary (GBT2Q) people were early adopters of the
COVID-19 vaccine.

 

 

 
 THE LATEST

 

1.
 For Summit 2021: Disrupt and Reconstruct, we invited GBT2Q artists to attend our annual

conference and create a piece of content inspired by session(s) they attended and what they
learned. You can now view original artworks by seven participants in the Creators Project
that CBRC invited from the Atlantic and Prairies region. Additional projects by artists selected
by ACT, MAX Ottawa, and the Health Initiative for Men are also available for viewing.

 

2.
 Following last year’s interventions, CBRC’s Do You Mind? (DYM?) program has wrapped up

its second cycle with delivery partners in Halifax, Edmonton, Vancouver, and Ottawa. National
Coordinator Fowzia Huda will present insights along with our program partners during the Do
You Mind? 2021-2022 Program National Highlights Webinar on Thursday, March 17. Click
here to register. Evaluation highlights from the 2020-2021 program have also recently been
made available on our site.

 

3.
 Last fall, CBRC launched a national advocacy campaign to address the country’s outdated

and misinformed prohibition on poppers, calling upon the public to write letters to their MP
and the Minster of Health. We also asked people to share stories of how the crackdown has
impacted them personally. So far, more than 600 people have answered the call. Read an
update on our work to overturn the ban.

   

 

 

 
 THE READ  Data from the 2021 Sex Now Survey show that gay, bisexual, trans, Two-Spirit, and queer

men and non-binary people (GBT2Q) were early adopters of the COVID-19 vaccine. Ninety-
two percent of GBT2Q folks surveyed July to September 2021 had at least one vaccine,
compared to 85% of the general population. These findings align with other studies that
show higher COVID-19 vaccination rates among queer people than their straight
counterparts. “It’s possible that diverse factors, like cultural values or political affiliation
contributed to these findings,” says CBRC’s Acting Executive Director Michael Kwag, “but
one reason is perhaps more compelling than the rest: it’s not our first pandemic.”

We unpack the findings on our website.
   

 

 

  
 OUR COMMUNITY:

Zailee Beauchamp
 Zailee (“rhymes with Hayley, but with a zed”) Beauchamp joined the ranks of CBRC’s Two-

Spirit Program team as a peer researcher before even finishing her degree in Social
Psychology at McMaster University. Living in the traditional territories of the Erie, Neutral,
Huron-Wendat, Haudenosaunee and Mississaugas, located on land covered by the Dish With
One Spoon Wampum agreement, Zailee’s time with the team has proved far more than just a
well-placed pre-graduation hire, but an experience of self-discovery and epiphany. 

A member of the Mohawk Turtle Clan, Zailee classifies the discovery of her Two-Spirit identity
as “enlightening, because I didn’t go into this position being Two-Spirit. I was kind of
questioning and not even sure of my sexuality or my identity at that point. But the more I
learned, I just got comfortable, and I realized that everything here is describing exactly the
way I feel,” she says. “It was an eye-opener, and every time I get to talk to people that are
Two-Spirit or like-minded in the community, it doesn’t feel like a job—it feels like I’m just
talking to these cool people. They’re my buddies!”

For Zailee, the Two-Spirit Program is one based on conversation and collection. “There’s a lot
of group discussions and sharing of ideas. Getting those perspectives is really important, and
you don’t realize it until after you have them,” she says. And through these conversations,
Zailee has also come to a deeper understanding of what her Two-Spirit identity means for
her. “It’s not like I’m not like other girls or that I’m one of the boys. I think certain ways I deal
with things in certain ways is Two-Spirit […] It’s not like being definitive. I would describe it
more like pan-sexuality—whoever you love, you love.”

And while Zailee’s viewing habits primarily include nature documentaries and presentations
on YouTube playing in the background, her real love remains a long-held fascination with
books. Discovering multi-volume series like Kathryn Lasky’s Guardians of Ga’Hoole and
Nancy Farmer’s The House of the Scorpion and The Lord of Opium as far back as fifth grade,
Zailee has also written, developed, and drawn her own epic story universes since the age of
13. Inspired at turns by her dreams and real-world situations, Zailee’s creativity clearly knows
no bounds. “I was inspired to draw because I wanted to get my thoughts on paper,” she
says. “I used to be into Manga, but now I just like to draw and think of my own things!” 

  

Photo: Zailee Beauchamp

 

 

 "When it first started clicking for me—which is
how I like to describe it—was when I read that
traditionally, in pre-colonial times, Two-Spirit
people were kind-of mediators between two

spheres of people. They could do a little bit of
both—they were just well-rounded. And that’s

how I would describe it."

 

 

 

  
 IN CASE YOU MISSED

IT
 CBRC’s Acting Executive Director Michael Kwag took part in a panel discussion hosted by

The Enchanté Network and No Conversion Canada on continuing momentum for
2SLGBTQI+ rights after the campaign to ban conversion ‘therapy.’ Watch the
recording here.
CBRC is looking for a Two-Spirit, Indigenous queer, trans, or non-binary artist with graphic
design experience to help create a logo for the Two-Spirit Team. For more information,
please contact Martin Morberg (martin.morberg@cbrc.net) no later than March 7.
This past month, CBRC hosted an Atlantic Regional Forum. Over the course of two days,
this in-person event showcased our work in the region and brought over two dozen local
partners and community-based researchers together for networking and knowledge
exchange.

  

Photo: The Atlantic Regional Forum included participants from
AIDS Committee of Newfoundland and Labrador, Sexual Health
Nova Scotia, Wabanaki Two-Spirit Alliance, prideHealth, AIDS
Coalition of Nova Scotia, UNtoxicated Queers, Chroma NB,
PEERS Alliance, Planned Parenthood – Newfoundland and
Labrador Sexual Health Centre, Rainbow Refugee Association
of Nova Scotia, Atlantic Wellness Community Centre, Dalhousie
SHAG Lab, CATIE, YMCA of Greater Halifax/Dartmouth –
Centre for Immigrant Programs, Halifax Sexual Health Centre,
and The Youth Project.

 

 

 

  
 CBRC IN THE MEDIA  Jody Jollimore was quoted in Xtra magazine about how queer men have been using off-

label medications to prevent gonorrhea, chlamydia, and syphilis for years, and how
community organizers are leading prevention efforts to address the growing STBBI
emergency.
CBC Saskatchewan wrote about how free HIV self-test kits have been made available to
community organizations across the province through CBRC’s Test Now program.

 

 

  
 COMING UP...  On March 22, CBRC will co-present – along with CATIE and The Future of PrEP is Now

research team – the second in a series of webinars on HIV pre-exposure prophylaxis (PrEP).
PrEP: Where are we going? will explore the future of the medication, in particular the new
injectable options for people not currently reached by oral PrEP. On the panel will be Darrell
Tan (St. Michael’s Hospital), Harlan Pruden (Chee Mamuk, B.C. Centre for Disease Control),
Gabriel Enxuga (Lambda Health) and Jordan Bond-Gorr (Gay Men’s Sexual Health Alliance).
The event will be moderated by CBRC’s project coordinator Mik Vattiata. To register, click
here.

 

 

 
 Get Involved

 
 CBRC has launched a short Communications & Knowledge Exchange Survey to help us

understand what kinds of content, resources, and events our communities and stakeholders
find helpful or would like to see more of. Your responses will be used to improve our work

moving forward. Ten prizes of $50 are up for grabs for those who participate.

 

 

 

 
 
 

Community-Based Research Centre (CBRC) promotes the health of people of diverse
sexualities and genders through research and intervention development.

To learn more visit www.cbrc.net.
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