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This month: Sex Now tours Pride celebrations across Canada, Test Now Buddies peer support initiative, monkeypox community update and more.

 

 

 

  THE LATEST
 

1.
  This summer, CBRC will be hitting the road to collect data at more than twenty-four Pride festivals

across Canada for Sex Now, the country’s largest and longest running health survey of gay,
bisexual, queer, and trans men and Two-Spirit and non-binary people (GBT2Q). This will be the first
in-person data collection for the study in four years and we’re excited to see friendly faces, so
please come out! CBRC will also be providing free and simple-to-use HIV self-test kits for
participants (18 and older) who want to use them or pass them along to their friends or sexual
partners. Click here for our complete schedule. 

 

2.
  CBRC has published an executive summary of Test@Home’s Peer Support Initiative. Created to

complement current efforts to diagnose, treat and reduce the transmission of HIV in Canada—
especially in light of new and available HIV self-testing (HIVST) technologies—Test@Home offered
Sex Now 2021 participants a chance to take part in our research program and receive up to three
free HIVST kits. As part of the program, CBRC created a peer support initiative called Test Now
Buddies. Participants who received an HIVST kit were subsequently contacted by a “buddy” who
offered peer support, answered participant questions, and sent follow-up surveys over a six-month
period. Learn more about the program’s activities and key findings here. 

 

3.
  The Two-Spirit Program at CBRC has unveiled a logo for its team. Designed by Indigenous artist

Taylor Ward, the dynamic logo was created to represent an offering to all Two-Spirit people in
Canada, as well as all Indigenous ancestors who have paved the way for so many generations.
“Completed in a circular orientation to represent the cycle and flow of life, the logo resembles the
sun when you look at it complete, but also the water, which is an important element for Two-Spirit
people, as we fill gaps and work our way through barriers,” says Ward, describing his vision. You
can read more about the logo here.

     

 

 

 

  THE READ   In The Read this month, Michael Kwag provides a community update on monkeypox, which has
disproportionately impacted gay, bisexual, and queer (GBQ) men in recent outbreaks in Canada
and several other countries. While it is still not fully understood why GBQ men are overrepresented
in a large proportion of these cases, it’s important for our communities to remain informed on what
we know so far about the illness. “Responding to Monkeypox: An Update to Our Community,”
reviews current knowledge on how the virus is transmitted, what to look out for, and the need to
address the financial and housing needs for people who need to isolate due to confirmed or
suspected monkeypox infection.

     

 

 

   

  OUR COMMUNITY: 
Jody Jollimore

  Originally from Liverpool, Nova Scotia, CBRC Executive Director Jody Jollimore got his start in
advocacy at the age of 16 while still in high school. “I was student council president and the youth
rep on many partisan electoral associations. Politics has always been a passion of mine. My
activism comes from those early days of organizing.”

Jollimore’s advocacy would reach new levels in Montreal after he moved to the city at 18 to attend
university and explore his sexuality. One of the classes he took at Concordia was HIV/AIDS:
Aspects of a Pandemic, a year-long interdisciplinary course that surveyed the cultural, social, and
scientific impacts of the pandemic. As part of the requirements, students had to volunteer at
community organizations and Jollimore linked up with AIDS Community Care Montreal. “I learned
all about HIV, social determinants, and vulnerable populations—and stayed engaged.” At the same
time, he got involved in queer student politics, and ran the Queer McGill’s Men’s Group. “In those
days, it was all about queer activism, queer health, and trying to create visibility and safe spaces
for our people." 

After getting his Masters in Public Policy, Jollimore moved to Vancouver where he quickly began
working for Gayway, a precursor to Health Initiative for Men (HIM). During his tenure, he worked
with CBRC on several projects, including Summit. “I attended the second-ever Summit, and also
helped recruit for Sex Now. Eventually, I started delivering the Totally Outright program.” At some
point, Jollimore left HIM to work full time for CBRC. He soon became Executive Director and has
skillfully guided the organization over the past five years as it has grown from a small non-profit
created to specifically address the needs of gay men in response to HIV/AIDS to a much larger one
that now promotes the health and wellness of people of diverse sexualities and genders. 

For the last few months, Jollimore has been away from CBRC on parental leave, spending time
with his new child, Sascha. But now, happy to be back at work, he has two priorities for the
summer. “My plan is to continue to strengthen our sexual health and HIV work, especially with our
upcoming funding and advocacy campaign in advance of the International AIDS Conference. We
also need to follow up with more action around the recent broadening of our mission. This means
new types of programming, new staff, and new board members.”
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  “I’ve always really been involved in queer community, and I attribute that
to my experience coming out in Montreal in the late 90s. It was such a
vibrant, accepting, supportive place. In many ways, Montreal’s queer
community saved me from a lot of things. I just want to give back.”

 

 

 

   

  IN CASE YOU MISSED IT   We’re still collecting data for Our Health: Canada-Wide 2SLGBTQQIA+ Community Survey, a
groundbreaking national study to investigate the current state of health among 2SLGBTQQIA+
people in Canada. Participants who opt-in will receive free COVID antibody tests.
Last month, the Two-Spirit Program at CBRC launched the Two-Spirit Medicine Bundle
Pilot with the goal of creating alternate pathways to testing and sexual health resources for Two-
Spirit, queer and trans Indigenous folks in British Colombia. Participants can order a free
personalized Medicine Bundle to an address of their choosing.
On the International Day Against Homophobia, Transphobia and Biphobia (IDAHOT) we
published a blog post by Qollab research assistant Sarah Cooper about her research looking
into masculine norms and mental health outcomes among GBT2Q people in Canada. 
Pivot Nova Scotia hosted “Needs-Based Care Spaces: Creating Networks for 2SLGBTQIA+
Communities in Rural & Urban Mi’kma’ki.” The video is available to watch here.
You can also click here to watch a video of 2SLGBTQIA+ Leadership Program Findings from
Halifax’s Investigaytors program.

 

 

   

  CBRC IN THE MEDIA   CBRC’s Research Director Nathan Lachowsky joined Shaun Proulx on SiriusXM for a deep dive
into the Our Health survey, while Test Now Program Coordinator Simon Child spoke with CBN
Noticias about the survey in Spanish.
The Two-Spirit Program’s Lane Bonertz spoke with Indiginews about the Medicine Bundle Pilot.
The article was picked up by the Toronto Star.
Kirk Furlotte, CBRC’s Atlantic Regional Manager, spoke to OMNI TV for a report on accessing
gender affirming medical care in Canada, which mentioned CBRC’s available training programs
(in Italian).
Project Coordinator Jordan Sullivan was quoted in two articles about the findings from the
SOGIECE/CT Survivor Support Project: one in Xtra magazine, and the other in SFU’s student
newspaper The Peak.
Knowledge Exchange and Policy Development Director, Michael Kwag, also spoke to The Peak,
this time about significant changes being made to Health Canada’s blood donation policy.

 

 

   

  COMING UP...   Some important dates this month: National Indigenous Peoples Day is June 21; National HIV
Testing Day is June 27. 
On Tuesday, June 14, Nathan Lachowsky will share key findings from Sex Now 2021 during a
webinar related to trends on topics such as U=U awareness, PrEP uptake, and substance use
among GBT2Q communities. Click here to register.

 

 

 

 

  Get Involved
 

  CBRC has extended the application for the Event Coordinator, Sex Now position. New deadline is
June 10. Apply here. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Community-Based Research Centre (CBRC) promotes the health of people of diverse sexualities
and genders through research and intervention development.

To learn more visit www.cbrc.net.
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