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This month: Summit 2022 Call for Proposals, advocating for monkeypox
supports, how Canada’s response to HIV is stuck in the past, and more.

Note: If you prefer to receive this newsletter in either English or French only, please change your
preferences.

 

 

 
  THE LATEST

 

1.
  Last week, we launched the Summit 2022 Call for Proposals. This year’s theme is Pushing

Possibilities, which will focus on strengthening access and dismantling barriers that impact
our health and wellbeing. Summit 2022’s format will return to an in-person conference held in
Vancouver on October 27-28, but will also continue to offer virtual conference activities from
October 17-26. Everyone and anyone is welcome to submit a presentation proposal
(and scholarships are available). Submissions may include, but are not limited to, short oral
presentations, panels, workshops, roundtable discussions or an alternate format that you
propose. The deadline to submit is August 7, 2022. Read more about the theme and
submission process here.

 

2.
  On June 16, CBRC published a press release on our June 6 advocacy letter to the federal

government regarding the urgent need to establish emergency income, housing, and
wrap-around supports for people with confirmed and suspected monkeypox infections.
At the time of submission, we had 47 endorsements from a broad coalition of community-
based HIV, legal, and 2SLGBTQ+ organizations, and currently have over 70. CBRC staff have
also been regularly meeting with a coalition of other community-based organizations and
advocates to see what more we can do to better inform and protect our communities. Read
“Responding to Monkeypox: An Update to Our Community” here.

 

3.
  June 21 was National Indigenous Peoples Day and to celebrate we asked five of the

Trusted Messengers for the Medicine Bundle Project to share why this work is important to
them (read the feature here). Also, CBRC’s Associate Director of Population-specific
Programs Darren Ho wrote a lovely tribute to the important work that the Two-Spirit Team is
doing. “As a settler of Hong Kong Chinese descent on Turtle Island, and specifically on Coast
Salish Territories of the Musqueam, Tsleil-waututh, and Squamish nations, I’ve learned it is
important for all non-Indigenous folks to be engaged in these efforts, and that our role in
uplifting Indigenous voices is crucial in our collective efforts towards Truth and
Reconciliation.” Read his appreciation post here.

 

 

 
  THE READ   In The Read this month, CBRC’s Knowledge Exchange and Policy Development Director

Michael Kwag writes about how when it comes to federal funding, Canada’s response to
HIV is stuck in the past. “Since federal funding was last increased in 2008, the number of
people living with HIV in Canada has increased 25%,” writes Kwag. “For the last 15 years,
funding has stagnated at around $73 million per year. This falls far short of the value
recommended by the House of Commons’ Standing Committee on Health.” To respond to
the insufficient federal funding, CBRC has joined force with 17 other community-based HIV
and human rights organizations, calling on the federal government to make a decisive
commitment to fund the domestic response to HIV ahead of the International AIDS
Conference being in Montreal at the end of July. Find out more and send your own letter to
the Minister of Health by visiting HIVfunding.ca.

     

 

 

   
  OUR COMMUNITY: 

Maxim Gaudette
  A queer researcher currently pursuing a PhD in public health at the Université de Montréal,

Maxim Gaudette has worked with multiple community organizations for over 10 years,
specializing in issues affecting 2SLGBTQ+ communities – particularly marginalized and
stigmatized practices within these communities, such as chemsex and sex work. Since 2021,
Gaudette has provided his expertise to CBRC as part of the Summit Programming Committee
(SPC), an external advisory group composed of experts from diverse backgrounds in
community-based research, health promotion and human rights advocacy. Convened by the
CBR each year, the SPC helps evaluate the theme, proposals, and logistics of the Summit.

Gaudette agrees with the CBRC that it is important to reach out and include the different
groups that make up 2SLGBTQ+ communities in order to hear the voices of people who often
occupy marginal positions. Gaudette is pleased to see that CBRC’s mandate has recently
expanded to include lesbian, bisexual, queer, trans and non-binary women. “Queer and trans
women have their own particular issues that need to be included in the discussion,” he says.
“For a long time, women have been excluded from these spaces and concerns, even though
they have been pioneers in the fight for 2SLGBTQ+ rights. I want a future where we can move
beyond the gender binarity when it comes to the development of programs and research.”

For Gaudette, research has historically neglected the needs of 2SLGBTQ+ communities. He
believes that, “We have the opportunity to make choices as researchers to ensure that our
research respects the interests of the communities and that it has real health benefits for the
communities concerned. Simply put, research on communities must be replaced by research
by, with, and for, communities.”
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  “We should not stop at a certain progress, but
always push for equality at all levels. For

example, legislative equality is not enough—
we need to tackle stigma.”

 

 

 

   
  IN CASE YOU MISSED

IT
  As research about our communities has often under-represented Deaf and Hard of Hearing

people, CBRC has produced several ASL and LSQ videos to promote the Our Health:
Canada-Wide 2S/LGBTQQIA+ Community Survey in English and French. You can watch
(and share) all six videos by clicking here to access our YouTube page.
Members of our Research Team continue to travel across the country to collect data at
Pride festivals for Sex Now 2022: Let’s Get Physical, the country’s largest and longest
running health survey of gay, bisexual, queer, and trans men and Two-Spirit and non-binary
people. So far, more than 1,700 people have participated with quite a few more weeks to
go. Click here for our complete schedule. 
On June 14, CBRC Research Director Nathan Lachowsky shared key findings from Sex
Now 2021 during a webinar related to trends on topics such as U=U awareness, PrEP
uptake, and substance use among GBT2Q communities. Watch the recording here.
The Two-Spirit Program at CBRC recently unveiled an original logo for the team,
designed by Indigenous artist Taylor Ward. Find out more here.

 

 

   
  CBRC IN THE MEDIA  

With lots on the go, CBRC staff have been interviewed about our work multiple times this
month. Here’s a selection:

Our Health: CTV (Morning Live Saskatoon); CBN Noticias; OMNI News (Italiano); Magazine
Latino!; OMNI News (Focus Punjabi)
Sex Now: City News (Winnipeg); CBC Kelowna (Daybreak South); CBC podcast (The World
this Weekend)
Monkeypox: Toronto Star; Fugues; CBC News (The National); CBC News
SOGIECE: Broadview magazine

 

 

   
  COMING UP...  

CBRC recently received funding to spearhead two new projects. Through Health
Canada’s Sexual and Reproductive Health (SRH) Fund, CBRC will work to enhance the
knowledge and capacity of 2S LGBTQIA+ community organizations, as well as develop
programs to help health professionals deliver culturally relevant and safe sexual and
reproductive health information, supports, and services for 2S LGBTQIA+ people. Also,
through Health Canada’s Substance Use and Addictions Program (SUAP), CBRC will
implement a one-year project that will address sexualized substance use among GBT2Q
people in Canada through frontline and structural interventions. More to come in the coming
months.

Several CBRC team members will be presenting at this year’s International AIDS
Conference in Montreal, taking place July 29 to August 2. If you will be attending the
conference, please come and say hi:

Saturday, July 30th (11:45am-12:45pm)

No Substitute for Experience: Highlighting Grassroots Approaches to HIV by Jody
Jollimore

Saturday, July 30th (5:45pm-7:15pm)

Achieving Health Equity for 2SLGBTQI+ Communities: Lessons Learned From the HIV
Response in Canada by Michael Kwag

Tuesday, August 2nd (2:15pm-3:15pm)

Self-testing and Self-sampling to Enhance Integrated HIV, STIs, and Hepatitis Services by
Chris Draenos

 

 

 
  Get Involved

 
  CBRC is looking to hire three new positions on our communications team: Knowledge

Translation and Mobilization Coordinator, Social Media
Coordinator and Communications Coordinator.

 

 

 

 
 
 

Community-Based Research Centre (CBRC) promotes the health of people of diverse
sexualities and genders through research and intervention development.

To learn more visit www.cbrc.net.
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