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LAND ACKNOWLEDGEMENT

CBRC acknowledges that as a national organization, our work spans across the unceded, ancestral, 
and traditional territories of Indigenous peoples on land that is currently occupied and known as 
Canada. This includes the unceded territories of the Musqueam, Squamish, and Tsleil-Waututh First 
Nations, currently known as Vancouver, where our head offices are located. We recognize and are 
grateful for living and working on all these lands that have been cared for by Indigenous peoples since 
time immemorial.

In 2016, CBRC endorsed the Truth and Reconciliation Commission of Canada: Calls to Action and 
the United Nations Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples. As an organization dedicated to 
the health and wellness of our communities, we recognize that true reconciliation requires more than 
an endorsement and have made a series of commitments in our work, including the full integration of 
Two-Spirit and Indigenous staff into the culture of the organization and delivery of our programs, and 
creating and centring an intentional space at the Summit for Two-Spirit and Indigenous queer and 
trans people.

As we continue on our path of Truth and Reconciliation, CBRC continues to learn from our Indigenous 
staff and partners, reflecting on the ways our actions and social policies impact the lives of Indigenous 
people, and actively participating in decolonization.

https://www.cbrc.net/our_path_towards_truth_reconciliation


INTRODUCTION

SUMMIT 2022: PUSHING POSSIBILITIES
Change doesn’t just happen. It requires force behind it—pressure, momentum. Over the past couple of 
years, that momentum has been building. Through difficult challenges and disruptions to our daily lives, 
we continue to push onwards—finding new ways to navigate through a global pandemic and strained 
healthcare system. Now, as people and systems settle into once-deemed impossible practices, we must 
ask ourselves: what new and other limitations must we break for 2S/LGBTQ+ communities to thrive in 
this next era?

Time and time again, Two-Spirit, queer, and trans communities have demonstrated that we can be 
leaders in driving this change—through organization, collaboration, activism, and perseverance. Take 
Canada’s recent ban on conversion “therapy” practices, or Health Canada adopting a new gender-
neutral approach to blood donation. Both were preceded by years of tireless advocacy where we 
asked ourselves, each other, and those with power and privilege, to keep doing better.

Still, there is so much more work to be done. More than a ban, we need a comprehensive strategy and 
funding for ending conversion practices and supporting survivors. We need further improvements to 
the blood donation policy while continuing to raise the alarm on stagnant HIV funding and the ongoing 
criminalization of HIV—all of which contribute to HIV stigma. There are also clear examples in which 
the dial is moving in the wrong direction, including increased hate and bigotry against trans people, as 
well as gender-based violence, racism and other forms of oppression. Despite any recent milestone, 
there remains so much more change to push for.

It is here, where meaningful progress and the need for further action meet, where we hold Summit 
2022. Our collective achievements create pathways toward greater health equity amongst the many 
intersections we may belong to—queer people of colour and Two-Spirit folks, for example—but there 
are still many unexplored, overlooked, underresearched and underfunded needs to attend to. Where 
do we need to go? And with whom?

Summit 2022 will dive deep into strategies for strengthening access and dismantling barriers that 
impact our health and wellbeing, and explore ways we can build on these strategies to achieve even 
greater outcomes. As we continue to push for possibilities in and for our communities, this year’s 
conference will hone in on directions that we can take our research, programs, and advocacy, to 
critically investigate all the best possible outcomes for health equity while also providing support and 
care for each other in our own ways.

In our disruption of the status quo, in our reconstruction of systems to better respond to our needs, and 
in the many ways we show up to support each other, we can and have created better and healthier lives.

We know what is possible. Now let’s push further.
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REGISTRATION

Registration to attend both the online (October 18-20) and in-person (October 27-28) editions of Summit 
2022 is required. To register, please visit cbrcsummit.net.

If you require assistance to register online, please contact summit@cbrc.net. 

REGISTRATION HOURS
The registration desk is located on the 2nd floor and is open during the following hours:

Thursday, October 27 8:00am - 7:00pm 
Friday, October 28 8:00am - 1:00pm

CONFERENCE FEES
Online Summit: free

Two-Spirit Symposium: free

In-person Summit:

• 1 Day Regular Delegate* $200
• 2 Days Regular Delegate* $400
• 1 Day Non-profit, Students and Charitable Organizations $100
• 2 Days Non-profit, Students and Charitable Organizations $200

*Regular Delegate includes healthcare service providers, representatives of government agencies, other 
professionals, etc.

ONLINE PARTICIPANT DIRECTORY
The online edition of Summit 2022 will feature a participant directory that will allow conference 
attendees to network, exchange information or research interests, and build connections with other 
participants. Those who opt-in to the directory will have their names, pronouns, and affiliations listed 
by default, with the option to add more information later on. This information will be deleted once the 
conference has ended. All participants may edit their profile at any point during the conference. To 
read CBRC’s privacy policy, go to cbrc.net/privacy.

NAME BADGE
In-person conference participants will receive a name badge. In addition to serving as identification to 
colleagues, it also allows the hotel to know that you are attending the Summit. As seating is limited, you 
are asked to wear your name badge for admission to conference sessions and events in the hotel, and 
may be asked by conference volunteers or staff to produce your name badge.

CERTIFICATES OF ATTENDANCE
If you require a Certificate of Attendance, please contact us by email at summit@cbrc.net.

http://cbrcsummit.net
mailto:summit@cbrc.net
http://cbrc.net/privacy
mailto:summit@cbrc.net
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HOTEL FACILITIES AND SERVICES

FLOOR PLAN
Please take a moment to familiarize yourself with the venue.

GUEST SERVICES
•  The Coast Coal Harbour Hotel’s   
 Concierge is located next to the Front  
 Desk in the main lobby. The Concierge  
 can answer questions about the facility  
 and the city.

•  Free Wi-Fi is available at the Summit,  
 including all meeting rooms and foyer  
 areas. The password will be provided at  
 the registration desk.

COVID-19 PROTOCOL
The Coast Coal Harbour Hotel is following 
current public health guidelines and, as 
such, masks are optional on site. CBRC 
does, however, strongly encourage all 
in-person Summit participants to wear 
masks indoors when not presenting or 
eating. 

FIRST AID OR MEDICAL EMERGENCY
In case of a medical emergency, the first 
option is to alert the hotel staff as a First Aid 
Attendant is onsite 24 hours a day. Alter-
natively, you may ask any volunteer or staff 
member at the Summit registration desk.

If you need immediate, non-critical care, 
the nearest walk-in clinic is the Georgia 
Medical Clinic, located at 683 Denman 
Street. The clinic is open from Monday to 
Friday, from 9 am to 3 pm. The telephone 
number is 604-564-6644.
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CONFERENCE SERVICES & POLICIES

COMMUNITY GUIDELINES
Our shared commitment to queer and trans health is part of what brings us together at Summit 
each year. In response to feedback from participants, we have introduced community guidelines 
to help us build a safer, supportive, and inclusive space. These guidelines include our expectations 
for how we treat each other within this space. We ask that you please:

1. Respect personal experiences. In many cases, presenters, moderators, facilitators, 
and participants share their personal experiences as part of the Summit. We know these 
personal experiences are powerful in shaping our understanding of the world around us. 
The experiences, and the words that the person uses to describe them, are not up for debate 
or disagreement.

2. Follow guidelines from presenters, moderators, and facilitators. Summit welcomes many 
presenters and guests each year, and there are a variety of session types, each with different 
possibilities for participation. Throughout Summit, follow the specific guidelines for each 
presentation about confidentiality and participation (e.g., posting comments or questions). 
Most sessions will be recorded and published online in our content library after the Summit. 
If you have any concerns about being included in a recorded session, please contact us at 
summit@cbrc.net.

3. Share the space! Many of us have lots to say about the topics we will be considering. During 
questions and conversations, our team will prioritize first-time attendees, those who have not 
yet spoken, and people who identify as a peer to the topic being discussed. We will do our 
best to ensure as many people as possible join the discussion. When participating in the live 
chat during an online presentation, please ask your question or make your comment once, and 
our team will be sure to pass them on to the presenters.

4. Participate from a place of learning and with an open mind. We all have something to learn 
from the Summit program, as well as things we can teach others. As a participant, you will 
play a key role in pushing discussions forward, asking questions, and building your capacity to 
enact change in your own local community.

5. Presentations will be in the language preferred by the presenter(s)/speaker(s). We aim 
to ensure every online presentation is accessible in either French or English by means of 
simultaneous automated closed captioning. All plenary and keynote sessions will include live 
interpretation. Live interpretation will also be available for one out of the three presentations 
per concurrent session.

The live chat will be monitored for all online Summit sessions. We will work with participants to 
ensure that all community guidelines are upheld and will follow up directly with those who do not 
respect them. If an attendee is unable to participate in the Summit in a way that creates a supportive 
environment for everyone, they will be removed. Should you have a concern about someone’s 
behaviour, please let us know at summit@cbrc.net.

Racism, transphobia, biphobia, sexism, homophobia, ableism, anti-Semitism, classism, 
fatphobia, Islamophobia, and other forms of discrimination or hate speech, as well as 
intimidation and personal attacks, are not permitted. Our team will address any of these instances 
immediately and will remove any participant who behaves in this way.

Content Note and Accessing Support: The Summit will cover a range of topics, including many that 
may bring up harmful, traumatic, violent, or isolating experiences. These topics include racism, anti-
Black violence, sexual orientation and gender identity change efforts, criminalization of people living 
with HIV, suicide, addiction, sexualized violence, cissexism, and colonization.

mailto:summit@cbrc.net
mailto:summit@cbrc.net
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We recognize that these kinds of presentations may be emotionally taxing for Black folks, Indigenous 
Peoples, and people of colour (BIPOC). We encourage participants to reach out to the counselling and 
mental health professionals that have partnered with Summit to process any of the content, feelings, 
or experiences it brings up. We also encourage participants to choose whether or not to attend ses-
sions based on their content. Please refer to the Counselling section below for more details.

LANGUAGE OF THE CONFERENCE
Since 2017, CBRC has strived to make the conference more accessible for our Francophone partic-
ipants, presenters, and stakeholders, as well as people who are deaf, hard of hearing, or those who 
have other accessibility needs. While English remains the primary language used at the Summit, we 
offer automated simultaneous closed captioning for all online presentations in English and French and 
will offer simultaneous interpretation for plenary sessions as well as certain concurrent sessions (see 
the schedule for more details). 

For the in-person Summit, all slides used during plenary and concurrent sessions within Coal Harbour 
Ballroom A or B will also be displayed in French. If you require a headset for simultaneous interpreta-
tion, you will be required to provide a photo ID. ASL interpretation will be provided during all plenary 
sessions, as well as one session within each concurrent session. The availability of interpretation 
services is noted in the conference schedule.

In the weeks following the conference, CBRC will publish English- and French-captioned recordings 
of all Summit 2022 sessions on our website. For more information on the steps we’ve taken to ensure 
linguistic accessibility, please consult our Accessibility Statement below.

ACCESSIBILITY STATEMENT
CBRC is committed to providing an inclusive and accessible Summit in order to support participation 
for everyone. This commitment includes offering free-of-charge participation for online events, pro-
viding full and partial scholarships for the in-person conference, enabling simultaneous interpretation 
and captioning services (in-person and online), offering support to potential Summit 2022 proposal 
submission authors, and ensuring that conference proceedings and ancillary/social events are fully 
accessible for people with physical disabilities (e.g. wheelchair access, reserved front row seating).

Though we are doing our best to enable everyone’s participation during Summit, we recognize that 
some needs may not be met through these measures. If you have other accessibility needs which have 
not been addressed through this statement, please let us know when completing your registration.

If you have questions or comments regarding Summit 2022’s accessibility, please contact summit@cbrc.net.

mailto:summit@cbrc.net
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COUNSELLING
Having a tough day? Participating in a panel or workshop that is distressing or upsetting? We under-
stand that some of the content and discussions at Summit may be difficult to hear and encourage any 
participant in need to access one of the counsellors that CBRC has partnered with.

For the online Summit: On the online Summit Participant Directory, located on the conference platform 
a counselling coordinator will be listed. Once you click to chat with them, our coordination team 
will work with you to help match you as best as possible with a suitable counsellor based on who’s 
available, where they’re located, their backgrounds, etc. Once the team has identified a counsellor, 
the counsellor will message you directly in a separate chat and determine with you how you’d like to 
continue the conversation (e.g., by chat, Zoom, etc.).

For the in-person Summit: HIM’s Mental Health and counselling staff will be present at the Summit to 
offer crisis and emergency counselling. To access counselling please text 250-507-9141, and a HIM 
staff member will connect you to a counsellor. Alternatively, you may reach out directly to a counsellor 
listed below:

Alvaro Luna Barco (he/him)

alvaro@checkhimout.ca

Originally from Colombia, Alvaro has lived in Canada 
for over eight years, has lived experience as a queer 
person of colour, and as a migrant. He is bilingual 
in English and Spanish, and can provide mental 
health support in Spanish. His current training 
includes CCC (Canadian Certified Counsellor), CBT 
practitioner, Assertiveness, ASIST, and DBT Skills. 
Alvaro identifies as a gay man of colour.

Kyle Wilson, RCC (he/him)

kyle@checkhimout.ca

Kyle Wilson is a graduate of Athabasca University’s 
Master of Counselling program and holds a Bachelor 
of Arts in Psychology. He has formal training in 
several evidence based therapeutic interventions, 
including ACT, DBT, CBT, and Motivational 
Interviewing. Some of the issues Kyle has helped his 
clients work through include: anxiety, depression, 
addictions, grief, and trauma. Kyle is also a proud 
member of the 2SLGBTQIA+ community.

Hailea (she/they)

hailea@checkhimout.ca

Hailea (she/her/they/them) is a queer, consensually 
non-monogamous, white settler completing a 
Master of Arts in Counselling Psychology at Simon 
Fraser University (SFU). She was born and raised 
in Vancouver and Maple Ridge located on the 
unceded and traditional territories of the Musqueam, 
Squamish, Tsleil-Waututh, Katzie, and Kwantlen 
peoples. Hailea strongly believes in the power 
of affirmative, holistic counselling. She strives 
to support her clients through an intersectional 
lens and believes that each person has a unique 
perspective and context that deserves to be 
validated and respected.

Ric Devilla (he/him)

enric@checkhimout.ca

Ric was born in the Philippines but moved to 
California when he was 10; He eventually relocated 
to Vancouver in 2009 to be closer to family. He is 
a gay male living with his partner of six years. Ric 
has worked in the field of mental health in varying 
capacities throughout his professional life. He 
also received his master’s degree in Public Policy 
previously and was working for the Canadian 
Mental Health Association prior to returning to 
school to pursue his current master’s degree in 
Counselling Psychology.

Please note that the support being made available to attendees does not necessarily constitute a 
formal, documented, professional counselling service. The aim of this support is to provide attend-
ees with informal and rapid counselling, active listening, or peer support so that attendees feeling 
distressed or upset have someone that they can speak to in a safe and confidential way. Need help 
figuring out how to access counselling support during Summit? Contact us at summit@cbrc.net.

mailto:alvaro@checkhimout.ca
mailto:kyle@checkhimout.ca
mailto:hailea@checkhimout.ca
mailto:enric@checkhimout.ca
mailto:summit@cbrc.net
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SESSION ROOM PROTOCOLS
• Timing: CBRC will work to ensure that all sessions start and end on time. We ask presenters and 

participants to help us achieve that and keep the Summit on schedule, this includes any pre-
recorded presentations.

• Cellular phones and other noise-making devices: We also kindly ask you to turn your mobile 
devices to airplane mode, where possible. Some of our attendees are sensitive to Wi-Fi and 
cellular signals that electronic devices emit.

• Scent-free/healthy environment policy: Summit is promoting a scent-free environment. Many 
people are extremely sensitive to perfumes, colognes, aftershaves and other scented products. 
Please limit the use of or refrain from wearing them while attending the Summit.

• Photography: Please be advised that photographs will be taken at the event for use on 
Community-Based Research Centre’s promotional materials, and other publications created 
by CBRC. Should you wish not to be photographed, please let us know when completing your 
on-site registration.

• Video recording: Most of Summit’s programming will be recorded and available for viewing in 
the weeks following the conference. This includes all plenary and breakout sessions that take 
place in the Coal Harbour Ballroom. Audience members will not be recorded and will not appear 
in material.

DIGITAL PLATFORMS
We encourage participants to share their experiences of Summit on social media. You can connect 
with us on the following platforms: 

THECBRC @CBRCTWEETS  

THECBRC @THECBRC  

COMMUNITYBASEDRESEARCHCENTRE 

We look forward to your posts, comments, and stories highlighting your favourite moments. 
Don’t forget to add the hashtag: #CBRCSummit2022 

EVALUATION 
CBRC’s goal is to ensure that the Summit is an enjoyable and educational conference experience for 
everyone. At the end of each Summit session, participants will be invited to complete a very short 
evaluation survey, a link to which will be provided online (e.g., posted in the chat) or in-person (e.g., 
a QR code will be shared). After the conference, all participants will receive an email invitation to 
complete an evaluation survey on their Summit experience overall. Participants are also encouraged to 
submit comments or suggestions in our feedback box, where made available online and/or in-person.

https://www.facebook.com/theCBRC/
https://twitter.com/cbrctweets
https://ca.linkedin.com/company/thecbrc?original_referer=
https://www.instagram.com/thecbrc/
https://www.youtube.com/c/CommunityBasedResearchCentre


SUMMIT 2022 TEAMS

Our teams and committees have been hard at work to organize Summit 2022. CBRC would like to 
recognize the important contributions of our members and external partners who have helped to 
organize this year’s event.

SUMMIT 2022 OPERATIONS TEAM
Many members of the CBRC team have worked hard over the past several months to support the 
planning and delivery of this year’s Summit:

Jessy Dame, Two-Spirit Program Manager 
Christopher DiRaddo, Associate Director, Communications 
Estelle Grenier, French Content Editor 
Darren Ho, Associate Director of Population-specific Programs 
Michael Kwag, Knowledge Exchange and Policy Development Director 
Deanna Lennox, Digital & Visual Communications Coordinator 
Francesco MacAllister-Caruso, French Content Strategist 
Jose Patiño-Gomez, Senior Manager, Marketing & Engagement 
Keith Reynolds, Web Coordinator 

Mik Vattiata, Engagement Coordinator

SUMMIT 2022 PROGRAMMING COMMITTEE 
The role of the Summit Programming Committee (SPC) is to provide advice on the planning, delivery, and 
evaluation of the Summit, including the development of the conference theme and program, review of 
abstracts, and many other aspects of planning. We would like to recognize all the SPC members for their 
contributions and support in organizing this year’s Summit.

Aidan Ablona, Independent Consultant 
Lamiae Bouqentar, Université de Montréal 
Tara Chanady, Université de Montréal 
Sarah Chown, Independent Consultant 
Jonathan Degenhardt, Peers Victoria Resources Society 
Maxim Gaudette, Université de Montréal  
Khaled Kchouk, MAX Ottawa 
Alec Moorji, Alberta Health Services 
Vincent Mousseau, Université de Montréal 
Jess Murray, Queer and Trans Health Collective 
Roberto Núñez-Ortiz, Independent Consultant 
Debbie Owusu-Akyeeah, The Canadian Centre for Sexual Diversity 
Dylan Wall, Health Initiative for Men
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ONLINE SUMMIT TUESDAY, OCTOBER 18
KEYNOTE SPEAKER

Hannah Kia (she/her)
Hannah Kia is an Assistant Professor at the University 
of British Columbia’s School of Social Work. She is also 
affiliated with the Centre for Gender and Sexual Health 
Equity. Her current program of research addresses a 
variety of issues pertaining to sexual and gender minority 
(SGM) populations. Hannah’s work centres questions 
related to SGM health, aging among SGM people, as 
well as social work and other professional practice with 
SGM groups. As a qualitative researcher and social work 
practitioner with interests in the health and well-being of 
SGM populations, Hannah is particularly drawn to inter-
sectionality and other critical frameworks of scholarship 
and practice to conceptualize responses to the social and 
health inequities of these groups.

Most recently, Hannah has been awarded an Insight Development Grant from the Social Sciences and 
Humanities Research Council (SSHRC) to examine the role of peer-based social support in building 
resilience among transgender (trans) and gender diverse people. She is also a co-investigator on 
several other projects supported with tri-council funding that address the social context of SGM 
health. Hannah maintains registration as a clinical social worker in British Columbia and consistently 
incorporates her lived and professional experience 
to draw connections between research and practice.

TUESDAY, OCTOBER 18 AT A GLANCE

9:00 am PT KEYNOTE PLENARY “Staying Support”: 
Leveraging Possibilities of Being Across 
Time (60 minutes)

Hannah Kia (presentation in English, 
with live interpretation in French)

10:00 am PT Break (30 minutes)

10:30 am PT CONCURRENT SESSION A (90 minutes)

A1 PANEL “J’Prends Ma Place !”: A Survey 
by and for 2S/LGBTQIA+ Youth on Mental 
Health, Substance Use and Resilience

Amina Rhanim, Olivier Ferlatte, 
Laurie Fournier, Vincent Arsenault, 
Elie Tremblay, Meredith Nana, Alexis 
Pozzo Di Borgo, Dominic Nadeau

(presentation in French, with live 
interpretation to English)

A2 WORKSHOP Democratizing Data and 
Mobilizing Knowledge for Community Action

Roberto Ortiz Núñez, Kiffer Card

A3 SHORT ORAL PRESENTATION Advancing Care 
for Aging, Older, and Senior Communities

Celeste Pang, Ellie Maclennan, 
Joseph Friedman Burley, Rick 
Gourlie, Pink Angel, Ingrid 
Handlovsky, Wilbur Turner



12

KEYNOTE PLENARY “Staying Support”: Leveraging Possibilities of Being Across Time 

9 am PT | Presentation in English, with live interpretation to French | Hannah Kia

In this talk, I draw on my experience as a researcher and a settler trans woman to consider the pos-
sibilities and limitations of community-informed research involving 2S/LGBTQ+ people in catalyzing 
change across temporal contexts. After socially locating myself and my work, I first discuss my doctoral 
research on older gay men’s healthcare experiences. In sharing the findings of this study, which highlight 
ongoing histories of intersectional oppression and resistance that shape older gay men’s contemporary 
health-care experiences, I consider the potential of harnessing research to render visible and challenge 
historically rooted injustices. During the second part of my talk, I introduce a study I have recently led 
on experiences of peer support among transgender (trans) and gender diverse (TGD) people. The 
emerging findings of this study foreground the exchange of community-based care as a site of trans-
formative change at multiple levels. In reviewing these data, I discuss the emancipatory relevance of 
leveraging research to co-imagine possibilities of caring and collectivizing. I conclude this presentation 
with key lessons reflected in my experience as a new researcher, including the need to push against 
institutional confines that restrict the practice of community-informed research.

CONCURRENT SESSION A

A1. PANEL “J’Prends Ma Place !”: A Survey by and for 2S/LGBTQIA+ Youth on Mental 
Health, Substance Use and Resilience

10:30 AM PT | Presentation in French, with live interpretation to English | Amina Rhanim, Olivier 
Ferlatte, Laurie Fournier, Vincent Arsenault, Elie Tremblay, Meredith Nana, Alexis Pozzo Di Borgo, 
Dominic Nadeau (chercheur·e·s queer, École de santé publique, Université de Montréal)

The Jeunes chercheurs·e·s queer program is a French and Montreal-specific adaptation of the CBRC 
Investigaytors program. This participatory and community-based capacity-building and knowledge 
transfer program is geared towards 2S/LGBTQIA+ youth who are interested in the world of research. 
Together, they elaborated and conducted J’prends ma place !, a survey to better understand mental 
health, substance use and resiliency among 2S/LGBTQIA+ youth aged 15-24 living in Canada. The survey 
was available online and shared on social media platforms (Instagram and Facebook) from November 
2021 to January 2022. It was completed by a total of 3,668 participants. Queer youth researchers 
conducted individual and group analyses on a variety of topics such as conversion therapy, cannabis 
use, activism, and the experiences of non-binary youth. The results will be used to advocate for better 
mental health services for 2S/LGBTQIA+ youth. During this panel, the youth researchers will present 
the results of the J’prends ma place ! survey to discuss actions to improve the mental health of 2S/
LGBTQIA+ youth in Canada.
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A2. WORKSHOP Democratizing Data and Mobilizing Knowledge for Community Action

10:30 am PT | Presentation in English | Roberto Ortiz Núñez, Kiffer Card (University of Ottawa)

Two-Spirit, queer and trans communities in Canada have multiple and complex health and well-
ness needs as demonstrated by various surveys and reports over the past years (Sex Now Survey 
2015-2020, Casey 2019). However, funding and policies to address those needs have not followed 
accordingly as they are subject to social biases that determine priorities (Card et al, 2022). In addition 
to the social biases that 2SLGBTQ+ communities face, it takes on average 17 years for any research 
evidence to reach clinical practice (Morris, 2011). This workshop looks to breach those challenges by 
exploring strategies for community leaders to mobilize data for the benefit of their communities (data 
activism). Participants will learn the history, context and methodology of CBRC’s Sex Now Survey, 
Canada’s largest and longest running community-based study of GBT2Q+ people. They will also learn 
how to access and mobilize Sex Now data using the OurStats data visualization dashboard online. 
This online tool democratizes data, by making access easier than traditional academic and knowledge 
outputs (Card et al, 2021). Through an interactive discussion and case studies, participants will also 
identify some persisting challenges regarding data access, policy and funding as well as some mobi-
lization strategies and opportunities to get their communities’ needs and voices heard. Beyond the 
on-site learning and exchange, participants will part with a resource list including programs, websites, 
articles and other online resources and tools that will help them continue their journey to mobilize data, 
knowledge and communities for community action.

A3. SHORT ORAL PRESENTATIONS Advancing Care for Aging, Older, and Senior 
Communities

10:30 am PT | Presentations in English

• Housing Possibilities for Aging LGBTQI Communities 
Celeste Pang, Ellie Maclennan (Egale Canada; University of Toronto)

• Leading & Learning with Pride: A Revitalized Tool Kit to Promote Respectful, Inclusive, and 
Affirming Care for 2SLGBTQI+ Seniors 
Joseph Friedman Burley (Senior Services and Long Term Care, City of Toronto; 2SLGBTQI+ 
Tool Kit Working Group), Rick Gourlie, Pink Angel

• Examining the Influence of Pre-HAART Experiences on Older, Self-Identifying Gay Men’s 
Contemporary Constructions of Quality of Life (QOL): A Canadian Perspective 
Ingrid Handlovsky (University of Victoria)

• Supporting the 50+ Pride Community 
Wilbur Turner (Advocacy Canada)
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ONLINE SUMMIT WEDNESDAY, OCTOBER 19
KEYNOTE SPEAKER

Chanelle Gallant (she/her)
Chanelle Gallant has over 20 years of experience in move-
ments for sex workers’ rights and racial justice. She is an 
activist, strategist, boss bitch and a reluctant writer. Her 
work appeared most recently in “Disarm, Defund, Disman-
tle: Police Abolition in Canada”, “Pleasure Activism” and 
“Beyond Survival,” and her series “Protest and Pleasure” 
was a finalist for the Canadian National Media Awards for 
best column. She is on the Board of Directors for Showing 
Up for Racial Justice in the US, and she is co-authoring 
a forthcoming book on the politics of the anti-trafficking 
industry. 

WEDNESDAY, OCTOBER 19 AT A GLANCE

9:00 am PT KEYNOTE PLENARY Top Ten Reasons Why 
Defunding the Police is Good for the Health 
of Marginalized Communities (60 minutes)

Chanelle Gallant

(presentation in English, with live 
interpretation to French)

10:00 am PT Break (30 minutes)

10:30 am PT CONCURRENT SESSION B (90 minutes)

B1 ROUNDTABLE Access to Care for Lesbian, 
Bi, Queer and Trans Women: Challenges and 
Opportunities

Tara Chanady, Julie Antoine, 
Kim Forget-Desrosiers, Line 
Chamberland, Lamiae Bouqentar

(presentation in French, with live 
interpretation to English)

B2 WORKSHOP Peer N Peer Presents: The Nuts 
& Bolts of PnP-Focused Harm Reduction

Andy Lessard, Jess Murray, Maticus 
Adams, Bren Dixon, Andrew Thomas

B3 SHORT ORAL PRESENTATION Investigating 
and Responding to the Impacts of COVID-19

Christopher Dietzel, Brittany 
Matchett, Dele Bello, Jessie Cullum, 
Kenny Chee, Todd Coleman, Ezra 
Blaque

KEYNOTE PLENARY Top Ten Reasons Why Defunding the Police is Good for the Health 
of Marginalized Communities

9 am PT | Presentation in English, with live interpretation to French | Chanelle Gallant 

What does LGBT2S+ health-care have to do with abolishing the police? Join us for an exciting conver-
sation between long-time anti-police activist Chanelle Gallant and CRBC Associate Director Darren 
Ho about how the institution of policing damages the health, safety and well-being of LGBTQ2S+ 
communities. Why is defunding, disarming and dismantling the police one of the most effective ways 
to improve the health and well-being of our communities? What are health care researchers, providers 
and advocates doing to challenge the deathly and sickening power of the police in the health-care 
field? This will be an engaging conversation, so come with your questions, curiosity and hard-won 
community wisdom!
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CONCURRENT SESSION B

B1. ROUNDTABLE Access to Care for Lesbian, Bi, Queer and Trans Women: Challenges 
and Opportunities

10:30 am PT | Presentation in French, with live interpretation to English | Tara Chanady (École de 
Santé Publique, l’Université de Montréal, CRESP, ESPUM), Julie Antoine (Réseau des lesbiennes du 
Québec), Kim Forget-Desrosiers (Aide aux trans du Québec), Line Chamberland (UQAM), Lamiae 
Bouqentar (UdM)

Lesbian, bisexual, queer and trans women remain on the margins of health care despite their specific 
mental, physical and sexual health needs. The intersection of gender and sexuality complicates 
resource development, while heterosexist norms, microaggressions, and lack of knowledge frame 
experiences of accessing care within LBQT communities. This panel aims to generate a discussion 
on the issues of access to care faced by lesbian, bi, queer and trans women in Quebec. Members of 
various community associations and academic researchers will present the issues and challenges 
faced by women of sexual and gender diversity in terms of health care in Quebec. This panel aims to 
build bridges between invisibilized communities whose needs are often overlooked in comparison to 
heterosexual and gay populations, allowing for the sharing of knowledge necessary to further commu-
nity organizing and research development efforts. 

B2. WORKSHOP Peer N Peer Presents: The Nuts & Bolts of PnP-Focused Harm Reduction

10:30 am PT | Presentation in English | Andy Lessard (CBRC), Jess Murray (Queer & Trans Health 
Collective), Maticus Adams (MAX Ottawa), Bren Dixon (Sexuality Education Resource Centre), 
Andrew Thomas (AIDS Coalition of Nova Scotia)

Peer N Peer is a peer- and community-led harm reduction project based in the party’n’play scene, with 
iterations in Edmonton and Ottawa, and more recently, Winnipeg and Halifax. The program is built on 
values of harm reduction, destigmatization, celebration, and realities of drug use, opposing criminal-
ization of drugs and sex work, and challenging racist, transphobic, homophobic, ableist, classist, pearl 
clutching, colonial/imperial and prison-industrial projects. In this workshop, Peer N Peer coordinators 
will explain the nuts and bolts of developing harm reduction supply kits to meet the specific needs of 
folks who party’n’play, describe the various components, why and how they are used, and how any 
community-based or harm-reduction-aware organization could create these to meet the harm reduc-
tion needs unique to queer and trans people who party’n’play.

B3. SHORT ORAL PRESENTATIONS Investigating and Responding to the Impacts of 
COVID-19

10:30 am PT | Presentations in English

• Impacts of the COVID-19 Pandemic on the Mental Health of LGBTQ+ People: A Scoping Review 
Christopher Dietzel, Brittany Matchett, Dele Bello, Jessie Cullum (Dalhousie University)

• Intersectional Experience of Queer Asian Youth and Impacts of COVID-19 Pandemic 
Kenny Chee, Todd Coleman (Wilfrid Laurier University)

• Healthwork & COVID-19: How GBMSM Managed Their Sexual Health During the Pandemic 
Ezra Blaque (Dalla Lana School of Public Health, University of Toronto; ACT)
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ONLINE SUMMIT THURSDAY, OCTOBER 20
KEYNOTE SPEAKER

Jorge Flores-Aranda (he/him)
Jorge Flores-Aranda is a professor at the School of Social 
Work of the Université du Québec à Montréal. He holds 
the Canada Research Chair TRADIS (trajectories, diversity, 
substances) and is a regular researcher at the l’Institut 
universitaire sur les dépendances. He is interested in the 
links between substance use and sexuality, and the social 
problems experienced by various populations, including 
sexually and gender-diverse individuals and people expe-
riencing homelessness. He also studies the use of new 
technologies in social interventions. Through his projects, 
he works in close collaboration with the community of 
practice, particularly with community organizations.

THURSDAY, OCTOBER 20 AT A GLANCE

9:00 am PT KEYNOTE PLENARY Substance Use and the 
Need for More Interventions and Research 
Opportunities (60 minutes)

Jorge Flores-Aranda

(presentation in French, with live 
interpretation to English)

10:00 am PT Break (30 minutes)

10:30 am PT CONCURRENT SESSION C (90 minutes)

C1 SHORT ORAL PRESENTATIONS Thinking 
Intersectionally about Health and Equity in 
Our Communities

Kai Jacobsen, William Hébert, Julie 
Deslandes Leduc, Gabriel Enxuga

(presentations in English and 
French, with live interpretation to the 
other language)

C2 PANEL Clinique Mauve: Responding to the 
COVID-19 Crisis by Transforming Integrated 
Health-Care for LGBTQI+ Migrants

Edward Ou Jin Lee, Ahmed 
Hamila, Javier Fuentes Bernal, and 
additional speakers

C3 SHORT ORAL PRESENTATIONS Centering 
Rural and Remote Community Perspectives 
and Needs

Paul Pasanen, Selena Rogalski, 
John Sweeney, Jacob Barry, Nikki 
Baldwin, Shannon Driscoll

KEYNOTE PLENARY Substance Use and the Need for More Interventions 
and Research Opportunities

9 am PT | Presentation in French, with live interpretation to English | Jorge Flores-Aranda

This presentation will address the different interventions and actions currently available in the field of 
substance use among sexually- and gender-diverse individuals. It will also reflect upon potential future 
actions and the strategies to achieve them. Participatory approaches, both in research and in intervention, 
the inclusion of peers, as well as activism activities are interesting strategies to open up possibilities in 
this field. Working together and raising awareness among decision-makers of the issues surrounding 
substance use among sexually- and gender-diverse individuals are essential. This presentation will also 
provide an opportunity to discuss ways to influence public policy in the area of substance use and to 
include sexual and gender diversity in the priority populations for these policies. 
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CONCURRENT SESSION C

C1. SHORT ORAL PRESENTATIONS Thinking Intersectionally about Health and Equity 
in Our Communities
10:30 am PT | Presentations in English and French, with live interpretation to the other language

• Prevalence and Correlates of Incarceration Among Trans Men, Non-Binary People, and Two-Spirit 
People in Canada 
Kai Jacobsen, William Hébert (University of Victoria; Carleton University)

• The Use of Photography to Counter Injustice and Promote the Social Recognition of Gender 
Expression and Sex Work Practices 
Julie Deslandes Leduc (Université du Québec à Montréal)

• Epistemic Authority in Gender-Affirming Health-Care: Rethinking the “Assessment” and 
“Informed Consent” Models of Care 
Gabriel Enxuga (McGill University; Lambda Health)

C2. PANEL Clinique Mauve: Responding to the COVID-19 Crisis by Transforming 
Integrated Health-Care for LGBTQI+ Migrants

10:30 am PT | Presentation in English | Edward Ou Jin Lee, Ahmed Hamila, Javier Fuentes Bernal, 
and additional speakers affiliated with the Clinic Mauve (School of Social Work, Université de 
Montréal)

LGBTQI+ migrants encounter multiple structural and intersecting barriers to health care access due 
to their migration status (xenophobia), racial identity (racism), sexual orientation (homophobia) and/
or their gender identity (transphobia). COVID-19 and its restrictive public health measure further 
destabilized the public health-care system and marginalized LGBTQI+ migrants, making it more 
difficult to access care. In response to this crisis, the Clinic Mauve was launched in September 2020 
in collaboration with community partners, offering medical and psycho-social services (social worker, 
psychologists, etc.) and outreach, including peer navigation. Results from an initial evaluation of the 
clinic’s services and programming suggest that since the arrival of COVID-19, many LGBTQI+ migrants 
who accessed the clinic experienced increased social isolation and mental health distress. However, 
participants reported a high degree of satisfaction and appreciation for the clinic’s integrated care 
model. Since its inception, the need for Clinic Mauve services has only continued to grow. This panel 
brings together the clinic’s researchers and health care workers to share key insights related to its 
implementation and evaluation, including the clinic’s strengths and on-going challenges to ensuring 
its long-term sustainability, notably due to institutional constraints. This panel also explores the role of 
LGBTQI+ migrants and racialized people, at various levels of the clinic’s research, training, supervision 
and practice—from peer navigation to graduate students to organizational leadership. Through this 
meaningful participation, the Clinic Mauve aims to transform health systems and contribute to more 
equitable, inclusive, and accessible futures for queer and trans migrant and racialized communities. 

C3. SHORT ORAL PRESENTATIONS Centering Rural and Remote Community 
Perspectives and Needs

10:30 am PT | Presentations in English

• Invisible No More: Voices from our Queer Community 
Paul Pasanen (Public Health Sudbury & Districts; Laurentian University)

• The Care We Deserve 
Selena Rogalski, John Sweeney (Coastal Queer Alliance)

• Exiting The Clinic: The Formal and Informal Care Experiences and Practices of Two-Spirit, Trans, 
and Gender-Diverse Individuals in New Brunswick, Canada 
Jacob Barry (Western University; University of New Brunswick)

• Smashing Barriers: Harm Reduction for 2SLGBTQIA+ Community in Real Time 
Nikki Baldwin, Shannon Driscoll (Planned Parenthood)
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Two-Spirit 
Symposium
October 25-26, 2022

The Two-Spirit Symposium is part of Summit 2022: Pushing 
Possibilities. The two-day gathering is a central part of CBRC’s 
programming and organized exclusively for Two-Spirit and 
queer and trans Indigenous folks. The goal for the event is 
to provide an update on current Two-Spirit work throughout 
Turtle Island and collectively create opportunities to help 
guide further Two-Spirit resurgence. The Two-Spirit Symposium 
will include an opening ceremony, keynote talks, panels, 
presentations, and a sharing circle.

For more information, or to participate, please contact Jessy 
Dame, Two-Spirit Program Manager, at jessy.dame@cbrc.net.
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IN-PERSON SUMMIT THURSDAY, OCTOBER 27
KEYNOTE SPEAKERS

Percy Lezard (they/them)
Dr. Percy Lezard is a Sqilxw under the Indian Act and a 
registered member of Penticton Indian Band in unceded 
B.C. Their work centres Indigenous knowledge, teaching 
and research methodologies. They are an assistant pro-
fessor of Indigenous Studies at Laurier – Brantford. Some 
of their work centres Indigenous knowledge, Two-Spirit 
pedagogies, community Indigenous health, missing and 
murdered women and 2SLGBTQ+, and gender-based 
violence in 2SLGBTQQIA+ communities. They are the 
lead writer of the 2SLGBTQQIA+ sub-working group final 
report.

CBRC Research Team
The CBRC Research Team is a group of dedicated, 
hardworking, and passionate people who collaborate to 
implement novel community-based research projects 
for the betterment of our communities’ health and 
wellbeing. This panel presentation will include the following 
people (alphabetical by first name): Anu Radha Verma 
(2SLGBTQQIA+ Chronic Health Research Manager), Ben 
Klassen (Research Manager), Chris Draenos (National 
STBBI Testing and Linkage Implementation Manager), 
Nahomi Amberber (Social Epidemiologist), and Nathan 
Lachowsky (Research Director). Based across Canada, 
these presenters are sharing the work of our larger 
CBRC research team and our critical collaborations with 
community organizations and CBRC affiliated researchers.
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THURSDAY, OCTOBER 27 AT A GLANCE (All times are in PT)

8:00 am Registration opens, coffee 3rd Floor 
Foyer

9:00 am OPENING PLENARY Indigenous Opening 
and Welcome

Francesco MacAllister-Caruso, 
Darren Ho, Brook Biggin, Elder Glida 
Morgan, Jeremy Jones, Harlan Pruden

Coal Harbour 
Ballroom

9:45 am KEYNOTE PLENARY Sorting Out Our 
Bundles: The Way Forward is Back to 
Basics (60 minutes)

Percy Lezard Coal Harbour 
Ballroom

10:45 am Break (15 minutes)

11:00 am CONCURRENT SESSION A (75 minutes)

A1 WORKSHOP Storying Metis Femmes Health 
and Wellness–Keeoukaywin as a Method of 
Building Community Health and Wellness

Keith D King, Tai Grauman, Paulette 
Dahlseide

Grouse 
Room

A2 WORKSHOP Outreach to the Outlands: 
Community-Based Mental Health, Research 
and Harm Reduction in Rural Communities

Jess Murray, Steven Spurvey, Tris Min Ballroom A

A3 SHORT ORAL PRESENTATIONS Building 
Equity, Capacity, and Cultural Sensitivity in 
Health-Care for 2S/LGBTQ+ Communities

James Morrison, Brettley Mason, Felix 
Desmeules-Trudel, anya gwynne, Maria 
Karimi

Ballroom B

12:15 pm Lunch (60 minutes)

1:15 pm KEYNOTE PLENARY Putting the CBR in 
CBRC: Our Health, Sex Now, Test Now, and 
More! (60 minutes)

Nathan Lachowski, Anu Radha Verma, 
Ben Klassen, Chris Draenos, Nahomi 
Amberber

Coal Harbour 
Ballroom

2:15 pm Break (15 minutes)

2:30 pm CONCURRENT SESSION B (75 minutes)

B1 WORKSHOP Pushing Possibilities in 2S/
LGBTQIA+ HIV Self-Testing: Effectiveness 
and Feasibility of HIVST Distribution 
Through Community-Based Organizations

Brook Biggin, Chris Draenos, 
Abbey Ferguson, Jess Murray, 
Nikki Baldwin

Ballroom A

B2 WORKSHOP Les minorités oubliées: 
Addressing the Health-Care Needs of 
2S/LGBTQ+ Official Language Minority 
Francophones in Canada

Francesco MacAllister-Caruso, Kevin 
Prada

Grouse 
Room

B3 SHORT ORAL PRESENTATIONS Driving 
Change with Policy and Advocacy

Cameron Schwartz, Rod Knight, Charlie 
E. Davis, Katherine Hogan, Debbie 
Owusu-Akyeeah

Ballroom B

3:45 pm CONCURRENT SESSION C (75 minutes)

C1 ROUNDTABLE Past, Present, and Future: 
2S/LGBTQIA+ Blood Donor Eligibility and 
Inclusivity in Canada

Fae Johnstone, Nathan Lachowsky, 
Michael Kwag

Grouse 
Room

C2 PANEL Aging with Dignity: A Conversation 
on Home and Community Care for Older 
Adults Living with HIV

Antonio Marante Changir, Patience 
Magagula, Claudette Cardinal

Ballroom B

C3 ROUNDTABLE Mental Health and Cannabis 
Use Among LGBTQIA+ Youth in Quebec: 
A Discussion Between Queer Youth 
Researchers

Tara Chanady, Kira London-Nadeau, Rod 
Knight, Kinda Wassef, Christian Barborini, 
Olivier Ferlatte, Connor Lafortune, 
Catherine Gorka, Mélodie Lemay-Gaulin

Ballroom A

5:00 pm Conference break (60 minutes)

6:00 pm 
to 8 pm

Summit Reception and Designated Poster 
Session

Coal Harbour 
Ballroom
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OPENING PLENARY Indigenous Opening and Welcome

9:00 am PT | Coal Harbour Ballroom | Francesco MacAllister-Caruso (CBRC), Darren Ho (CBRC), 
Brook Biggin (CBRC), Elder Glida Morgan, Jeremy Jones (Indian Residential School Survivors 
Society), Harlan Pruden (BC Centre for Disease Control)

CBRC’s path toward Truth and Reconciliation has included a series of commitments and actions, start-
ing in 2016 with an intentional approach to creating space at the Summit for Two-Spirit and Indigenous 
queer and trans people. The organization continues its journey at the 2022 Summit as we kicked off the 
conference with a two-day Two-Spirit Symposium (Oct 25-26) to prioritize and give back the space to 
Two-Spirit, queer and trans Indigneous community members. As we move forward into this year’s Summit 
we believe it is essential to follow Indigneous protocols on the lands of which we will be learning and 
ensure that we open in a respectful way.

KEYNOTE PLENARY Sorting Out Our Bundles: The Way Forward is Back to Basics

9:45 am PT | Coal Harbour Ballroom | Percy Lezard

My research orientation is always towards community. It is my responsibility as a xatma sqilx researcher 
and thinker to disrupt mainstream models of knowledge extraction. In my talk, I will re-center Two-Spirit 
Indigenous ways of knowing and being. My work highlights the impacts of harnessing the existing 
strengths and leadership from Indigenous community members. As a result, I prioritize community- 
based participatory action research (CBPAR), and always strive to involve myself in research that has 
tangible impacts. I will share my work as a principal researcher and contributor on many CBPAR projects 
with social agencies that provide health and service support to Indigenous and 2LGBTQQIA+ commu-
nities. The scope of my current research agenda includes First Nations, Métis, Inuit, Black Indigenous, 
Afro Indigenous, Two-Spirit, trans, sex-worker, youth, deaf/hard-of-hearing and houseless communities. 
Research in these areas is increasingly salient, as resources within health-care must be tailored to fit 
the unique needs of these communities by service providers. 

CONCURRENT SESSION A

A1. WORKSHOP Storying Metis Femmes Health and Wellness–Keeoukaywin as a 
Method of Building Community Health and Wellness

11:00 am PT | Grouse Room | Keith D King (University of Alberta, Edmonton 2S Society), Tai Grauman 
(Savage Society, University of Alberta), Paulette Dahlseide (University of Alberta)

This workshop, or community-based gathering, will bring together participants around lii taab (the 
kitchen table), to learn and share knowledge of community health and wellness, research, and whatever 
else emerges, in a way that bridges the feminist and Indigenous ways of being and knowing that are 
shared by those who are providing care in their communities. By gathering together Metis scholars 
and femme-folk inclusive of 2SLGBTQIA+, we will co-learn with participants about contemporary 
Indigenous health in the context of 2SLGBTQIA+ lives, identify opportunities for improvement, areas of 
strength, and envision future possibilities for research, advocacy and learning. Lii Taab Pimachiwin 
provides a research and community space that helps to push the possibilities of strengthening health 
and wellbeing for 2SLGBTQ+ Metis communities, by providing safe, inclusive, and traditionally informed 
knowledge transfer through the practice of keeoukaywin or visiting. Keeoukaywin is a Michif (Metis) 
land- and community-based research and wellness methodology that enables individuals, families, and 
communities to access and navigate health and wellness through mutual care, love, and support. This 
practice helps to sustain and scale-up advocacy, system change, while sharing knowledge to improve 
our health and wellness. It is through keeoukaywin that health and healing knowledge is transferred and 
shared, and it is through visiting that we will deliver this gathering or workshop. We welcome both Indig-
enous and non-Indigenous community members to join us at lii taab, where we might learn together 
using this traditional Metis methodology.
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A2. WORKSHOP Outreach to the Outlands: Community-Based Mental Health, 
Research and Harm Reduction in Rural Communities

11:00 am PT | Ballroom A | Jess Murray (Queer & Trans Health Collective, Peer N Peer Program), 
Steven Spurvey (QTHC, PnP), Tris Min (QTHC, PnP)

2SLGBTQ+ communities have historically been underserved and underrepresented in their need for 
community-based mental health and harm reduction support. Additionally, there is little research 
backing harm reduction, peer-based supports and mental health that is by and for the queer community. 
This has led to a reduction in understanding and meeting the needs of our most vulnerable members 
of our communities. We have seen too many in our rural communities turning to substances instead of 
connecting with others, also there has been an increase in overdoses, poisonings and even suicide, all 
from a lack of funding and support. Peer N Peer out of the Queer & Trans Health Collective in Alberta, 
one of the first empowerment-based harm reduction services in Canada, has begun this work. We will 
explore our innovative approach to mental wellness in our new initiative Bloom, explore our innovative 
method of research in this community and how to become a hub for rural community-based outreach 
support. We will discuss a unique peer based mental wellness initiative that is based in modern 
cognitive behavioral therapy, adapted from a tried and tested program for the GBMSM community to 
be more inclusive. It is our hope to reach all those in the queer continuum that could benefit from this 
support whether the reside in a large urban environment or outlying, rural communities.

A3. SHORT ORAL PRESENTATIONS Building Equity, Capacity, and Cultural Sensitivity 
in Health-Care for 2S/LGBTQ+ Communities

11:00 am PT | Ballroom B

• Pharmacy School Curricula on Providing Care to Gender and Sexual Minority Patients 
James Morrison (University of Saskatchewan)

• Visioning Trans and Two-Spirit Healthcare in Alberta 
Brettley Mason (Brett Mason Counselling)

• Egale Canada’s Intersex Community Hub: Training for Health-Care Workers and a Trauma-
Informed Space for the Community 
Félix Desmeules-Trudel (Egale Canada)

• “Nothing About Us, Without Us”: Building Sexual and Reproductive Health Leadership for 
Community and Service Providers 
anya gwynne (Gay Men’s Sexual Health Alliance), Maria Karimi (Quadrangle NL)
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KEYNOTE PLENARY Putting the CBR in CBRC: Our Health, Sex Now, Test Now, and More!

1:15 pm PT | Coal Harbour Ballroom | Nathan Lachowsky (CBRC; University of Victoria), Anu Radha 
Verma (CBRC), Ben Klassen (CBRC), Chris Draenos (CBRC), Nahomi Amberber (CBRC) 

The research program at CBRC has evolved dramatically over the past five years, responding to feedback 
and needs from community calling for increased inclusivity and diversity. We will open this panel by 
sharing our recently developed community-based research principles that guide our work. These prin-
ciples include: access, advance social justice, balance, bravery and love, community empowerment, 
centre lived experience, historically-informed, impact-oriented, holistic view of health, and intergenerational. 
We will then share examples of how these principles have informed growth and change within the 
CBRC research program. Our long-standing “Sex Now” began as a survey of sex between men, and 
we evolved its survey design, question wording, and recruitment messages to create explicit inclusion 
for Two-Spirit people, trans men, and non-binary people. This also clarified the gap around broader 
2SLGBTQQIA+ data needs and allowed for the genesis of Our Health, a new community health survey 
for all 2SLGBTQQIA+ people across Canada regardless of sex, gender, or sexuality. Both Sex Now 
2022 and Our Health were offered in English, French and Spanish. Through the Test Now research pro-
gram, we have been able to provide access to free HIV self-tests for our community through various 
pilot and implementation studies. These new and adapted studies are indicative of the changing nature 
of the research program at CBRC. Our team will share preliminary results from Sex Now, Test Now, 
and Our Health. We will close the panel by sharing our newly developed CBR training curriculum and a 
brief overview of our future research plans.

CONCURRENT SESSION B

B1. WORKSHOP Pushing Possibilities in 2S/LGBTQIA+ HIV Self-Testing: Effectiveness 
and Feasibility of HIVST Distribution through Community-Based Organizations

2:30 pm PT | Ballroom A | Brook Biggin (CBRC), Chris Draenos (CBRC), Abbey Ferguson (Halifax 
Sexual Health Centre), Jess Murray (Queer and Trans Health Collective), Nikki Baldwin (Planned 
Parenthood, NL Sexual Health Centre)

In 2021, CBRC partnered with approximately 20 community-based organizations across Canada to 
distribute 873 HIV self-testing (HIVST) kits to 2S/LGBTQIA+ people through the project, Test Now: 
Community Edition. With support and guidance from CBRC’s research team, utilizing an implementation 
science approach, quantitative and qualitative data was collected and analyzed to determine the 
effectiveness and feasibility of HIVST kit distribution through community-based organizations. During 
this session, CBRC research and programming team representatives will share an overview of key 
project learnings, including who the project reached, which distribution models proved most effective 
(i.e., event-based, intensive outreach, mail-out), key barriers to and facilitators of successful HIVST kit 
distribution, and recommendations for future community-based HIVST kit distribution initiatives. In 
addition to data shared by CBRC, representatives from delivery partner organizations across Canada 
will share how they integrated HIVST distribution into their existing programming, key challenges and 
successes they experienced, acceptability and interest demonstrated by the communities they serve, 
and recommendations they’d make to other organizations interested in implementing this important 
work. By sharing a range of data from a variety of vantage points, we believe this session will include 
key learnings that will resonate with a variety of Summit target audiences including community members, 
community-based organizations, researchers, and policymakers.
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B2. WORKSHOP Les minorités oubliées: Addressing the Healthcare Needs of 2S/
LGBTQ+ Official Language Minority Francophones in Canada

2:30 pm PT | Grouse Room | Francesco MacAllister-Caruso (CBRC, Concordia University), 
Kevin Prada (Université de Saint-Boniface)

Despite the progress made by 2S/LGBTQ+ people in recent years, the Canadian health-care system 
remains largely ill-equipped to adequately serve our unique yet diverse needs. While the COVID-19 
pandemic affected everyone, 2S/LGBTQ+ people—especially those at the margins of our community—
were among the most severely impacted, highlighting pre-existing and worsening health-care inequities. 
While community-based advocacy and research have brought about significant gains, an often forgotten 
segment of our population remains under- studied: Francophone 2S/LGBTQ+ people living in official 
language minority communities. This workshop will level the playing field by equipping English-speaking 
community members, health-care providers, policymakers, and other stakeholders with the knowledge 
required to better meet the needs of this population. Through a brief overview of relevant literature and 
both speakers’ lived experience, an assessment of the Francophone healthcare policy landscape in 
Manitoba and Ontario, and the promotion of community resources across Canada and within specific 
provinces, this workshop will equip attendees with the knowledge and tools necessary to identify and 
address potential gaps in service provision that negatively impact queer and trans Francophones in 
minority settings. Participants will develop a deeper appreciation for the cultural competencies required 
to effectively serve French-speaking 2S/LGBTQ+ people, while also discovering the history surrounding 
the development of French-language health-care services in official language minority contexts, thereby 
fostering solidarity and collaboration between different segments of Canada’s queer, trans, and allied 
communities.

B3. SHORT ORAL PRESENTATIONS Driving Change with Policy and Advocacy

2:30 pm PT | Ballroom B

• Pathways to Poppers Regulation: Reducing Harms and Promoting Evidence-Based Drug Policy 
for Alkyl Nitrite Use in Canada 
Cameron Schwartz (CBRC), Rod Knight (BC Centre on Substance Use; Université de Montréal)

• Trans Lives Legislated: A Historical Policy Analysis on Canadian Trans Rights 
Charlie E. Davis (Wilfrid Laurier University)

• What Blood Recipients Know About Blood Donation and Their Thoughts on Changing Blood Donor 
Screening for Men Who Have Sex with Men 
Katherine Hogan (University of Victoria, CHER group)

• Not Far from the Classroom: Resisting White Supremacist and Anti-2SLGBTQ+ Rhetoric in 
Canadian School Communities 
Debbie Owusu-Akyeeah (Canadian Centre for Gender and Sexual Diversity)
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CONCURRENT SESSION C

C1. ROUNDTABLE Roundtable: Past, Present, and Future: 2SLGBTQIA+ Blood Donor 
Eligibility and Inclusivity in Canada

3:45 pm PT | Ballroom B | Fae Johnstone (Wisdom2Action), Nathan Lachowsky (University of 
Victoria, CBRC), Michael Kwag (CBRC)

In a dialogue-oriented session, join CBRC and Wisdom2Action for a discussion on the past, present 
and future of 2SLGBTQIA+ blood donor eligibility and inclusivity in Canada. This session will begin 
with a short overview of 2SLGBTQIA+ donor eligibility and what’s changed in recent years, followed 
by a facilitated discussion to explore community perspectives, recommendations and potential next 
steps. Join us for this community roundtable to share your thoughts on the recent eligibility changes, 
and what’s needed to make blood donation policy and practice more inclusive and evidence-based.

C2. PANEL Aging with Dignity: A Conversation on Home and Community Care for Older 
Adults Living with HIV

3:00 pm PT | Ballroom B | Antonio Marante Changir (BC Centre for Excellence in HIV/AIDS; AIDS 
Vancouver), Patience Magagula (BCCfE; Afro-Canadian Positive Network of BC), Claudette Cardinal 
(BCCfE; Communities, Alliances & Networks; Voice of Women; Canadian HIV Women’s Sexual and 
Reproductive Health)

This session begins with a 20-minute presentation by older adults living with HIV (OALHIV)/peer research 
associates (PRAs) from the Thrive project team at the BC Centre for Excellence in HIV/AIDS: Patience 
Magagula, Claudette Cardinal, and Antonio Marante. The presentation provides an overview of the 
journey travelled by OALHIV in BC while aging, including personal narratives and community-based 
research findings from the Thrive project, a home and community care study. This session then invites 
all attendees to join a conversation on home and community care to enable aging with dignity by 
asking: In what ways can BC improve culturally safe, home and community care? As you age, what 
changes would you like to see to support aging with dignity for OALHIV, LGBTQIA2S+, and the general 
population? Through this peer-led conversation, attendees will explore pathways and obstacles to 
home and community care, learning about different home and community care models and cultural 
safety considerations.
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C3. ROUNDTABLE Mental Health and Cannabis Use Among LGBTQIA+ Youth in 
Quebec: A Discussion Between Queer Youth Researchers

3:45 pm PT | Ballroom A | Tara Chanady (École de Santé Publique de l’Université de Montréal), Kira 
London-Nadeau (Université de Montréal), Rod Knight (BC Centre on Substance Use, Université de 
Montréal), Kinda Wassef (École de Santé Publique de l’Université de Montréal), Christian Barborini 
(University of British Columbia), Olivier Ferlatte (École de Santé Publique de l’Université de Montréal), 
Connor Lafortune (Nipissing University), Catherine Gorka (Université de Montréal), Mélodie Lemay-
Gaulin (Université de Montréal, CHU Ste-Justine Research Centre)

LGBTQIA+ youth are typically left to the margins of substance use and mental health research. However, 
focusing on LGBTQIA+ youth perspectives and experiences is an important avenue to better understand-
ing cannabis use motivations and its effects without pathologizing and paternalizing an already stigmatized 
population. Through two projects led by queer youth, this panel aims to offer insights on the challenges, 
benefits and importance of community-based research led by queer researchers and queer youth. Through 
their semi-structured interviews with 27 queer and trans youth, aged 21 to 25 years in Québec, the first 
research team focused on neurodiversity and the structural and systemic factors about the COVID-19 
pandemic on queer and trans youth’s experiences. The second team will present a photovoice project 
with 76 LGBTQIA+ youth who use cannabis in Quebec (46) and British Columbia (30). By taking pictures 
and discussing them in an interview, the participants expressed complex cannabis use motivations that 
featured experiences with mental health fluctuations, as well as the use of cannabis for introspection and 
for gender and sexual identities explorations. Throughout both research projects, cannabis often presents 
itself as an evolving tool for exploration, discovery, connection, coping and resistance. This panel aims 
to initiate a much-needed discussion on LGBTQIA+ youth agency within community-based research in 
the areas of substance use and mental health, in particular in regards to cannabis use trajectories across 
sexually diverse women as well as transgender, non-binary & gender-questioning youth. 

Summit Reception and Designated Poster Session (authors present)

6:00 pm PT to 8:00 pm PT | Coal Harbour Ballroom

Join us to check out the posters at this year’s Summit, chat up the authors, and network with your fellow 
conference attendees over cocktails and canapés! The Summit Reception is a great opportunity to get to 
connect with other researchers, educators, and advocates for improving queer and trans health access 
and accessibility. It’s also the Summit’s only designated poster session with authors present. For the com-
plete list of posters and presenters, please see page 34.

The Summit Reception and Poster Session is generously sponsored by ViiV Healthcare.
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IN-PERSON SUMMIT FRIDAY, OCTOBER 28
KEYNOTE SPEAKERS

Olivier Ferlatte (he/him)
Olivier Ferlatte is an assistant professor at l’École de 
Santé Publique de l’Université de Montréal and a research 
scientist at the Centre de Recherche en Santé Publique 
(CRESP). He is the director of Qollab, a community-based 
and collaborative research lab promoting the participa-
tion of 2S/LGBTQIA+ people in research. His research 
focuses on the relationship between stigma, substance 
use and mental health in 2S/LGBTQIA+ communities. He 
is a recognized expert on the applications of syndemics 
theory and intersectionality to 2S/LGBTQIA+ health, and 
findings drawn from his research have influenced the 
development of policies and programs aimed at improving 
the health of 2S/LGBTQIA+ people. His scientific work is 
based on several methodologies (qualitative, quantitative, 
art-based method, mixed approaches) and is motivated 
by a particular interest in community engagement and the 
participation of people affected by health inequalities as 
research partners. Dr. Ferlatte holds a Junior One salary 
award from the Fonds de recherche du Québec – Santé. 

Darrell Tan (he/him)
Darrell H. S. Tan is an infectious diseases physician and 
Clinician-Scientist at St. Michael’s Hospital, where he 
leads the Options Collaboratory in HIV/STI Treatment and 
Prevention Science (www.optionslab.ca). He is also an 
Associate Professor in the Department of Medicine and 
Institute of Health Policy, Management and Evaluation at 
the University of Toronto. His research focuses on clinical 
trials and implementation science in the areas of HIV 
prevention and treatment, sexually transmitted infections 
(STIs), and COVID-19. Dr. Tan holds a Tier 2 Canada 
Research Chair in HIV Prevention and STIs, is Co-Lead of 
the HIV Prevention Core of the CIHR Canadian HIV Trials 
Network and is a member of the Governing Council of the 
International AIDS Society.
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FRIDAY, OCTOBER 28 AT A GLANCE (All times are in PT)

8:00 am PT Registration opens, coffee 3rd Floor 
Foyer

9:00 am PT KEYNOTE PLENARY Pushing the 
Possibilities of Queer Research with Art 
(60 minutes)

Olivier Ferlatte Coal Harbour 
Ballroom

10:00 am PT Break (15 minutes)

10:15 am PT CONCURRENT SESSION D (75 minutes)

D1 SHORT ORAL PRESENTATIONS Prioritizing 
PnP and Queer Harm Reduction Services: 
Sexualized Substance Use Approaches

Yannick Gaudette, Jonathan 
Bacon, Evan Machett Wong, 
Andy Lessard (presentations 
in English and French, with live 
interpretation)

Ballroom A

D2 SHORT ORAL PRESENTATIONS Breaking 
Barriers in Trans, Non-binary, and Gender 
Diverse Health

Kaeden Seburn, Ismay Macklin, 
Alec Moorji, Tammy Troute-
Wood, Mac Stewart

Ballroom B

D3 WORKSHOP Anti-Racist Sexual Health Delilah Kamuhanda Grouse Room

11:30 am PT CONCURRENT SESSION E (75 minutes)

E1 SHORT ORAL PRESENTATIONS Centering 
IBPOC, Immigrant and Refugee Experiences

Vibhuti Kacolia, Javier Fuentes 
Bernal, Steve Bastien, Martin 
Morberg, Lane Bonertz 
(presentations in English and 
French, with live interpretation)

Ballroom A

E2 SHORT ORAL PRESENTATIONS 
Transformative Approaches to Mental 
Health and Wellbeing

Shivinder Dhari, Fowzia Huda, 
QC Gu, Kaitlyn Gilham, Nakita 
Sunar, Mahalia Dixon, David J 
Brennan

Ballroom B

E3 WORKSHOP Bringing Self-Collection Kits 
for STBBI Testing to Scale: How Should We 
Do This?

Aidan Ablona, Mark Gilbert, 
Chris Draenos

Grouse Room

12:45 pm PT Lunch (60 minutes)

1:45 pm PT KEYNOTE PLENARY Leaning Into Science 
and Mobilizing Community as Pillars of the 
MPX Response (60 minutes)

Darrell Tan Coal Harbour 
Ballroom

2:45 pm PT Break (15 minutes)

3:00 pm PT CONCURRENT SESSION F (75 minutes)

F1 SHORT ORAL PRESENTATIONS Youth 
Research – Social Connections and 
Relationships

Finn St Denis, Sammy Lowe, 
Tom Soroski, Travis Salway, 
Kalysha Closson, Tadiwa 
Nemutambwe, Maxim Gaudette

Ballroom A

F2 ROUNDTABLE Responding to Monkeypox in 
Our Communities – Reviewing Progress and 
the Work Ahead

Aaron Purdie, Abbey Ferguson, 
Adam Awad, Alexandre Dumont 
Blais, Jermane Hall, Michael 
Kwag

Grouse Room

F3 ROUNDTABLE Queer Aging, Dying, Death, 
and Loss

Robert Beringer, Max Kleijberg Ballroom B

4:15 pm PT CLOSING PLENARY (45 minutes) Fae Johnstone, Michael Kwag, 
Debbie Owusu-Akyeeah, 
Trevor Stratton

Coal Harbour 
Ballroom
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KEYNOTE PLENARY Pushing the Possibilities of Queer Research with Art

9:00 am PT | Coal Harbour Ballroom | Presentation in French, with live interpretation to English | 
Olivier Ferlatte (Université de Montréal)

Research on 2S/LGBTQIA+ communities have had the tendency to focus predominantly on our chal-
lenges and deficits, producing overly individualized understandings of our health. This trend is rapidly 
changing, thanks to research by and for our communities that are rooted in the principles of participa-
tory research and social justice. In his keynote, Olivier Ferlatte will draw on his experiences conducting 
art-based action research with 2S/LGBTQIA+ communities to discuss how art can push the possi-
bilities of community-based research even further. He will discuss how art-based action research 
creates unique spaces for reflexivity and introspections that generate new insights on our health. This 
presentation will feature photographs, videos and podcasts by community members to illustrate how 
art-based research can challenge stereotypes and explore more deeply the relationship between 
gender, sexual identity and health. Finally, this presentation will discuss how art can disrupt power 
dynamics in research and how it provides innovative mechanisms for community-based interventions 
that celebrate the strength and resilience of queer communities. 

CONCURRENT SESSION D

D1. SHORT ORAL PRESENTATIONS Prioritizing PnP and Queer Harm Reduction 
Services: Sexualized Substance Use Approaches

10:15 am PT | Ballroom A | Presentations in English and French, with live interpretation

• Perspectives from People Practicing Chemsex on Support Resources  
Yannick Gaudette (The Canada Research Chair in TRADIS: Trajectories, Diversity, Substances)

• A Rallying Cry: Developing PnP Interventions in a Montréal Clinic  
Jonathan Bacon (Clinique médicale L’Actuel)

• A Contingency Management Approach to Sexualized Substance Use Cessation 
Evan Machett Wong (Health Initiative for Men)

• T4PnP: Trans Approaches to PnP Harm Reduction 
Andy Lessard (Community-Based Research Centre)

D2. SHORT ORAL PRESENTATIONS Breaking Barriers in Trans, Non-binary, and 
Gender Diverse Health

10:15 am PT | Ballroom B

• “I Just Need to Get to Know You”: A Foucauldian Genealogy of Health Care Assessments of Trans 
and Gender Diverse Youth 
Kaeden Seburn (York University)

• PrEP’ed Beyond the Binary 
Ismay Macklin (Community-based Health Equity Research Group, University of Victoria School 
of Public Health and Social Policy)

• Transgender Reproductive Health (TRH) Research Study: Providing Contraceptive Care to 
Transgender People (Preliminary Findings) 
Alec Moorji, Tammy Troute-Wood (Alberta Health Services)

• “As a Trans Person It’s Been Very Hard Navigating the System”: Examining the Benefits of 
Remote and Self-Testing for Transgender Men, Two-Spirit, and Non-Binary People Who Have Sex 
with Men 
Mac Stewart (Dalla Lana School of Public Health)
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D3. WORKSHOP Anti-Racist Sexual Health

10:15 am PT | Grouse Room | Delilah Kamuhanda (Saskatoon Sexual Health)

Good sex ed has the power to be transformative. Beyond condoms on bananas, or birds and bees, 
sexual health education has the ability to transform the way people interact with each other and the 
world. Comprehensive sexuality education teaches young people about power and privilege. They 
learn about equity in relationships. And they learn to stand up for what they believe in. Anti-racist 
sex-ed is one piece of the puzzle towards social justice. In this presentation, participants will learn of 
the history of racism in sexual health and queer spaces. In addition, they will learn the impacts of these 
legacies and how we in health-care and/or 2SLGBTQIA+ spaces can work to dismantle these issues. 
Participants will leave with the ability to evaluate racism and privilege. Moreover, participants will gain 
tools to integrate anti-racism with their own daily practices.

CONCURRENT SESSION E

E1. SHORT ORAL PRESENTATIONS Centering IBPOC, Immigrant and Refugee 
Experiences

11:30 am PT | Ballroom A | Presentations in English and French, with live interpretation

• Reflections on the Sexual Orientation and Gender Identity (SOGI) Project: Intersectional 
Understanding of Health, Culture, and Belonging for LGBTQ+ South Asian, Middle-Eastern, and 
Indo-Caribbean (SAMEIC) Population in Canada 
Vibhuti Kacolia (Alliance for South Asian AIDS Prevention)

• The Contribution of Peer Support to the Wellbeing of Migrant LGBTQI+ People: Findings from a 
Community Evaluation by AGIR Montréal 
Javier Fuentes Bernal (Université de Montréal)

• Dur à Queer and Black: How Sexual Racism is Affecting Our Communities 
Steve Bastien (REZO)

• The Medicine Bundle – Honouring Community and Indigenous Self-Determination in Sexual 
Health Research 
Martin Morberg (CBRC), Lane Bonertz (CBRC)

E2. SHORT ORAL PRESENTATIONS Transformative Approaches to Mental Health and 
Wellbeing

11:30 am PT | Ballroom B

• Anchoring to Life: A Photovoice Study of Resiliencies Among Sexual and Gender Minority Women 
Post-Suicide Attempt 
Shivinder Dhari (University of British Columbia)

• Do You Mind? 2SLGBTQ+ Youth Mental Health Leadership Program 
Fowzia Huda (CBRC), QC Gu (Queer & Trans Health Collective)

• 2SLGBTQ+ Leadership and Engagement in a Youth Mental Health System: Reflections, 
Accountability, and Transformations 
Kaitlyn Gilham (Centre for Addictions and Mental Health), Nakita Sunar (Centre for Addictions 
and Mental Health), Mahalia Dixon (Centre for Addictions and Mental Health)

• Social Support as a Moderator of Sexual Orientation Microaggressions and Depression Among 
Gay, Bisexual, and Two-Spirit Men in Ontario, Canada 
David J Brennan (Factor-Inwentash Faculty of Social Work, University of Toronto)
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E3. WORKSHOP Bringing Self-Collection Kits for STBBI Testing to Scale: How Should 
We Do This?

11:00 am PT | Grouse Room | Aidan Ablona (BC Centre for Disease Control, BCCDC), Mark Gilbert 
(BCCDC), Chris Draenos (CBRC)

As a result of the COVID-19 pandemic, many 2SLGBTQ+ communities have used innovative ways to 
access sexually transmitted and bloodborne infection (STBBI) testing, including using kits to collect 
their own specimens and returning them to clinics or labs for testing (self-collection kits). STBBI 
testing barriers faced by 2SLGBTQ+ communities can be overcome with self-collection kits, there-
fore, continuing to expand their use beyond the COVID-19 pandemic is a priority. There are also more 
options to include in self-collection kits for collecting specimens for testing for multiple STBBI (e.g., for 
HIV, HCV, syphilis, chlamydia, and gonorrhea) at the same time. Pilots have shown that self-collection 
is acceptable to testers and a case can be made for developing large-scale programs in Canada as in 
other countries, however, to do so successfully, 2SLGBTQ+ communities need to be involved early in 
planning in determining how these programs should be designed. In this interactive workshop, we will 
brainstorm ideas on how to (and how not to) design and implement large-scale programs to provide 
self-collection kits to best serve the STBBI testing needs of 2SLGBTQ+ communities in Canada. The 
goals of the workshop are: to share Sex Now and Our Health survey findings describing interest in 
self-collection for STBBI testing; to identify the optimal characteristics of self-collection systems for 
STBBI testing that best meet the needs of 2SGBTQ+ communities; and to learn from each other about 
experiences with and expectations of self-collected specimens for STBBI testing across Canada. This 
workshop will be hosted by the Digital Sexual Health Initiative.

KEYNOTE PLENARY Leaning Into Science and Mobilizing Community as Pillars of the 
MPX Response

1:45 pm PT | Coal Harbour Ballroom | Presentation in English, with live interpretation to French 
Darrell Tan (St. Michael’s Hospital)

When news reports first emerged in May 2022 of a little-known viral infection called “monkeypox” 
affecting gay men in Western Europe, most of us – health-care workers included–started googling the 
term and learning just how much we didn’t know about this previously neglected disease. Within days, 
cases were detected in Montreal and Toronto, just weeks before Pride season. The stakes seemed high, 
health officials scrambled to develop protocols for diagnosis and management, and a climate of fear 
surrounded much of the response.  Apprehensions were also high about the risk of stigmatizing queer 
communities – with mainstream media adopting a befuddled mix of nervous mentions and “don’t say 
gay” approaches. How did we respond to the challenges of this new epidemic and so much uncer-
tainty? In this presentation we will explore how leaning into the science with community-engaged 
approaches is leading the way on MPX.

CONCURRENT SESSION F

F1. SHORT ORAL PRESENTATIONS Youth Research – Social Connections and 
Relationships

3:00 pm PT | Ballroom A | Presentations in English and French, with live interpretation

• Queer Health: Questioning Use and Experience Engaging in and Receiving Health-Care in Alberta 
Finn St Dennis, Sammy Lowe, Tom Soroski (Alberta Investigaytors; Queer & Trans Health 
Collective)

• Knowledge and Attitudes Regarding Conversion Practices: A Binational Survey of People 15-29 
Years Old in Canada and the USA 
Travis Salway (Simon Fraser University)
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• Relationship and Gender Equity Measurement Among Gender-inclusive Young Women and Non-
binary Youth in British Columbia (RE-IMAGYN BC): A Youth-led, Community-Based, Qualitative 
Research Study Protocol 
Kalysha Closson (Simon Fraser University Faculty of Health Sciences), Tadiwa Nemutambwe 
(Simon Fraser University Faculty of Health Sciences)

• A “Double-Edged Sword”: The Impacts of Gay Dating Apps (GDAs) On the Health of Young Gay, 
Bisexual, Trans, and Queer (YGBTQ) Men According to Health Professionals Working With Them 
Maxim Gaudette (Université de Montréal)

F2. ROUNDTABLE Responding to Monkeypox in Our Communities – Reviewing 
Progress and the Work Ahead

3:00 pm PT | Grouse Room | Aaron Purdie (Health Initiative for Men), Abbey Ferguson (Halifax Sexual 
Health Centre), Adam Awad (Gay Men’s Sexual Health Alliance), Alexandre Dumont Blais (REZO), 
Jermane Hall (Black CAP), Michael Kwag (CBRC)

Community-based organizations serving gay, bi, trans, and queer men and Two-Spirit and gender-di-
verse people (2SGBTQ+) have played a critical role in mobilizing the response to monkeypox since the 
onset of the outbreak in Canada. As cases were first being identified in Montreal, RÉZO was collabo-
rating with local and provincial public health to quickly establish community education and vaccination 
campaigns, providing a model for community action soon to be followed in other cities and regions 
in Canada and around the world. Within a rapid evolving context of fear, stigma, and misinformation, 
community organizations have worked to provide clear and non-stigmatizing education, to promote 
low-barrier vaccine access for community members most in need, and to advocate for compassionate 
care and emergency supports for people with monkeypox – many of whom courageously stepped 
forward to share their story and to provide support to each other on managing symptoms and how to 
advocate with healthcare providers.

This roundtable provides an opportunity to consider the work undertaken by community-based 
organizations supporting 2SGBTQ+ communities across Canada in the response to monkeypox. With 
a sustained decline in cases since August, and encouraging signs that the outbreak may be getting 
under control, this informal, community-centred discussion will consider the progress made by queer 
people and organizations in the monkeypox response, and the work still needed to address stigma and 
inequities. 

F3. ROUNDTABLE Queer Aging, Dying, Death, and Loss

3:45 pm PT | Ballroom B | Robert Beringer (University of Victoria) Max Kleijberg (Karolinska Institute, 
Department of Neurobiology, Care Sciences and Society, Division of Nursing)

In this roundtable discussion, we invite Summit’s participants to join us in designing a research agenda 
focusing on investigating the social needs of older 2SLGBTQ+ people nearing the end-of-life, and 
finding ways in which 2SLGBTQ+ can be supported and empowered to live authentically in old age, at 
the end-of-life, and in bereavement. End-of-life issues concerning sexual and gender minorities have 
been researched in the past in relation to HIV and AIDS, but little is known about contemporary issues 
facing 2SLGBTQ+ people at the end-of-life. Involuntary loneliness and lack of community support is 
more prevalent among older 2SLGBTQ+ people compared with their heterosexual peers, in part due to 
chronic stress through stigmatization and lack of supportive intergenerational relationships and subcul-
tural spaces. Little is known about social needs of older 2SLGBTQ+ people, particularly those receiving 
formal care and/or nearing the end-of-life, as research is often biased towards heteronormative rela-
tionships. Based on a health promotion approach to palliative and end-of-life care, the “compassionate 
communities” movement seeks to strengthen community action in relation to aging, dying, death, loss, 
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and care, particularly for those with intersecting vulnerabilities. However, 2SLGBTQ+ people have not 
yet received much attention in this field or in related research. In this roundtable discussion we invite 
participants to share challenges facing 2SLGBTQ+ at the end-of-life as well as experiences and lessons 
learned throughout the COVID-19 pandemic and discuss ways in which community-based and partici-
patory action research approaches can effectively address these challenges. 

CLOSING PLENARY Reflections on Summit 2022

4:15 pm PT | Coal Harbour Ballroom | Presentation in English, with live interpretation | 
Fae Johnstone (Wisdom2Action), Michael Kwag (CBRC), Debbie Owusu-Akyeeah (Canadian 
Centre for Gender and Sexual Diversity), and Trevor Stratton (Communities, Alliances, and Networks)

Summit 2022: Pushing Possibilities comes to an end with our closing plenary where we reflect on 
some of what we’ve learned at this year’s event, and where we need to go next.

SCHOLARSHIPS

As part of CBRC’s commitment to making the Summit more accessible, CBRC is proud to have been 
able to offer a limited number of full and partial scholarships to Summit 2022 participants and pre-
senters. Scholarships assist first-time or early career participants or presenters with  registration fees, 
travel, and accommodation expenses. This year’s recipients are: 

FULL SCHOLARSHIPS (CONFERENCE 
REGISTRATION, TRANSPORTATION, AND 
ACCOMMODATION):
Jonathan Bacon (Clinique médicale L’Actuel) 
Félix Desmeules-Trudel (Egale) 
Yannick Gaudette (Chaire de recherche du Can-
ada TRADIS, Trajectoires, diversité, substances) 
Katherine Hogan (Canadian Institute for Sub-
stance Use Research) 
Vibhuti Kacholia (Alliance for South Asian AIDS 
Prevention) 
Delilah Kamuhanda (Saskatoon Sexual Health) 
Ismay Macklin (University of Victoria) 
Brett Mason (Brett Mason Counselling) 
Dixon Jude Pinto (Options Lab: Unity Health) 
Kevin Prada (Université de Saint-Boniface, 
University of Manitoba) 
Kaeden Seburn (York University) 
Thomas Soroski (Alberta InvestiGAYtors)

PARTIAL SCHOLARSHIPS (CONFERENCE 
REGISTRATION):

Calvin Fernandez 
Colby Hangle (Simon Fraser University) 
Antonio Marante (BC Centre for Excellence in 
HIV/AIDS) 
Zoe Osborne (Simon Fraser University) 
Liz Walker (Wilfred Laurier University) 
Sadie Stephenson (RE-IMAGYN BC) 
Tadiwa Nemutambwe (RE-IMAGYN BC) 
Patience Magagula (BC Centre for Excellence 
in HIV/AIDS) 
Rana Van Tuyl (Royal Roads University)
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POSTERS EXHIBIT

Both the online and in-person Summit will feature a poster exhibit.

For the online Summit, posters will be available to be viewed throughout the three days in the Summit 
content library. There will also be an interactive Live Poster Presentation on Wednesday, October 19 
from 12 pm PT to 1 pm PT. This session will be hosted on a site called GatherTown, and attendees 
will be able to view posters and presentations in a 2D space using an avatar (no need to create an 
account, a link to GatherTown will be provided on the Summit platform).

For the in-person Summit, posters will be available to be viewed throughout the three days on the 
fourth floor. As part of the Summit reception on Thursday, October 27 from 6 pm PT to 8 pm PT, the 
poster exhibit will be moved into the Coast Coal Harbour Ballroom for a designated poster presenta-
tion session with authors present.

For a full list of posters, please see below.

ONLINE SUMMIT
Imagining Positive Futures 
Maticus Adams (Dr Peter Centre), Seff Pinch, 
Courtney Pankratz, Daniel Boyle

Better Together: The Collaborative Response 
to Monkeypox in Ottawa 
Sarah Beanlands (Ottawa Public Health)

Physical Activity Beyond the Gender Binary: 
Investigating How to Improve Access to 
Physical Activity for Transgender Folks 
Ashu Bost (Carleton University, CBRC)

“I Wish My Doctor Knew”: Queer Nova 
Scotian Youth Speak 
Hannah Cameron (Dalhousie Medical School), 
Zachary Ford

Doula Care is Queer Health Care 
Emma Devin (Brood Care Inc.), Anna Balagtas

Online, Inclusive, Crowd-Sourced Sex 
Education 
Kori Doty

Caring for Our Communities in the Era of 
Neoliberalism 
Laurie Fournier (Université Concordia)

Ensuring That Services Respond to the Needs 
of SGD Men Who Use Methamphetamine: 
Possible Steps to Integrate an 
Interdisciplinary Approach 
Ida G

Barriers and Facilitators to the Implementation 
of Rapid Testing for HIV in the Emergency 
Department: A Mixed-Methods Study 
Galo F. Ginocchio (Unity Health Toronto, St. 
Michael’s Hospital Emergency Department 
and MAP Centre for Urban Health Solutions; 
University of Toronto’s Dalla Lana School of 
Public Health), Jess Kent-Rice, Evelyn Dell, 
Michelle Klaiman, Aya Alsefaou

Exploring the Role of Alcohol in Young Men’s 
Use of Substances with Sex: A Qualitative 
Study 
Trevor Goodyear (British Columbia Centre on 
Substance Use)

Participation Rates and Threats to Safety of 
Non-Binary Youth in Organized Team Sports 
in Canada 
Martha Gumprich (Simon Fraser University)

Drugs and Sex Among Gay, Bisexual, and 
Queer Men: Recent Findings from the Engage 
Cohort Study 
Trevor Hart (Toronto Metropolitan University)

Using CBR to Envision and Operationalize the 
Women-Centred HIV Care Model 
Jill Koebel (Women’s College Hospital)

Médiation par la littérature des violences dans 
les relations intimes LGBTQIA2S+ 
Pierre-Luc Landry, Cédric Trahan, (University of 
Victoria)
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Agility in the Community: Adopting New 
Service Frameworks to Rapidly and Effectively 
Respond to Queer Community Needs 
Samuel Miriello (RÉZO; CRHA)

« Ma capacité à me définir est tributaire de ce 
que l’on veut m’assigner » : Mieux comprendre le 
développement identitaire des personnes Noires 
LGBTQ+ au Québec 
Vincent Mousseau (Dalhousie University)

Gender Affirming Care Nova Scotia 
Riley Nielson-Baker (Gender Affirming Care 
Nova Scotia)

Bringing the Needs and Experiences of 
Masculine-Identified Gay, Bisexual, and 
Gender-Diverse Sex Workers into Focus 
Remy Quiroga (Health Initiative for Men; Peers 
Victoria), Synder Cuddahy, Daniel Boyle

“Do We Need an Anti-Bullying Campaign?” 
Experiences of Negativity and Sex-Related 
Body Worries Among Trans and Non-
Binary People after Phalloplasty and/or 
Metoidioplasty 
Leo Rutherford (University of Victoria)

Fostering More Inclusive Spaces in Health-
Care for 2SLGBTQ+ Folks 
Jillian Schneidman, (Sex[M]ed, McGill University 
Faculty of Medicine), Stéphane G. Aubin (Treat it 
Queer, Health Standards Organization)

Saving Lives with Pride: Evaluation of a 
Multimedia Campaign to Engage Gay, 
Bisexual, and Queer, and Other Men who have 
Sex with Men in Canada as Stem Cell Donors 
Jillian Schneidman (Stem Cell Club, McGill 
University Faculty of Medicine), Vincent So, 
Rupal Hatkar, Lauren Sano, Joel Koette, Warren 
Fingrut

2SLGBTQ Clinical and Cultural Competencies 
for Health-Care and Social Service Providers 
Juan Sebastian Ortiz (Rainbow Health Ontario), 
Tanya Neumeyer, Silvana Hernando

Beyond Inclusion: Gender Solidarity in Practice 
Stevie Thompson (Stevie Thompson Facilitation 
and Consulting)

Practical Recommendations for Innovating 
LGBTIQ+ Mental Health Advocacy in Vietnam: 
Ideas for Other ASEAN Countries 
Viet (Mason) Trinh (Lighthouse Social Enterprise)

Framings of Non-Consensual Sex Among 
Queer Men 
Valerie Webber (Dalhousie University), Samantha 
McCready

IN-PERSON SUMMIT

Imagining Positive Futures 
Maticus Adams (Dr Peter Center), Seff Pinch, 
Courtney Pankratz, Daniel Boyle

Physical Activity Beyond the Gender Binary: 
Investigating How to Improve Access to 
Physical Activity for Transgender Folks 
Ashu Bost (Carleton University, CBRC)

Attitudes and Experiences Towards Online 
Outreach Workers Among Gay, Bisexual, Two-
Spirit and Other Men who have Sex with Men 
(GB2M) in Ontario, Canada 
David J Brennan (Factor-Inwentash Faculty of 
Social Work, University of Toronto)

“I Wish My Doctor Knew”: Queer Nova 
Scotian Youth Speak 
Hannah Cameron (Dalhousie Medical School), 
Zachary Ford

Early Lessons from a Youth-Engaged 
Qualitative Study Relationship and Gender 
Equity Measurement Among Gender-Inclusive 
Young Women and Non-Binary Youth in 
British Columbia (RE-IMAGYN BC) 
Kalysha Closson (Simon Fraser University 
Faculty of Health Sciences)

Doula Care is Queer Health Care 
Emma Devin (Brood Care Inc.), Anna Balagtas

Online, Inclusive, Crowd-Sourced Sex 
Education 
Kori Doty

Exploring 2SLGBTQIA+ People’s Experiences 
with Intimate Partner Violence in Ontario: A 
Multi-Methods Qualitative Study 
Kyle J. Drouillard 

Anti-Fat Bias Among Allied Health 
Professionals: An Interpretive Review 
Alexandra Fox

The Role of Advocacy Within OT: A Literature 
Review 
Alexandra Fox
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Barriers and Facilitators to the Implementation 
of Rapid Testing for HIV in the Emergency 
Department: A Mixed-Methods Study 
Galo F. Ginocchio (Unity Health Toronto, St. 
Michael’s Hospital Emergency Department 
and MAP Centre for Urban Health Solutions; 
University of Toronto’s Dalla Lana School of 
Public Health), Jess Kent-Rice, Evelyn Dell, 
Michelle Klaiman, Aya Alsefaou

Exploring the Role of Alcohol in Young Men’s 
Use of Substances with Sex: A Qualitative 
Study 
Trevor Goodyear (British Columbia Centre on 
Substance Use)

Participation Rates and Threats to Safety of 
Non-Binary Youth in Organized Team Sports 
in Canada 
Martha Gumprich (Simon Fraser University)

Assessing Community Readiness 
Jordy Ironstar (CAAN)

Exploring HIV Risk Communication Strategies 
to Improve PrEP Implementation 
Sawyer Karabelas-Pittman (Queen’s University; 
St. Michael’s Hospital in Toronto)

Reducing HIV Among the Youth Through 
Proud and Positive Campaign 
Bernard Luyiga, Herbert Kasaija, Aisha Namutebi

Connecting to the Ally Body: Practice Feeling 
Sexy and Safe in Your Own Body 
Lachlan MacDonald (Institute for the Study 
of Somatic Sex Education), Liam ‘captain’ 
Snowdon, (Institute for the Study of Somatic Sex 
Education)

Agility in the Community: Adopting New 
Service Frameworks to Rapidly and Effectively 
Respond to Queer Community Needs 
Samuel Miriello (RÉZO; CRHA)

2SiMS: 2-Spirit Resurgence 
Marissa Moar (2 Spirits in Motion Society), 
Angelina Perea

Willingness to Accept Monkeypox Vaccine 
and Participate in Monkeypox Vaccine and 
Therapeutic Clinical Trials Among Sexual 
Minority Men in the PRIMP Community Survey 
Dixon Pinto

Two-Spirit Peoples’ Experiences Accessing 
and Receiving Care in Community 
Pharmacies 
Marissa Pirlot (University of Saskatchewan), Jaris 
Swidrovich

“One of Us: A Needs Analysis of French-
Speaking 2SLGBTQQIA+ People in Manitoba”: 
A Review of Key Findings and Avenues for 
Reflection 
Kevin Prada (Université de Saint-Boniface)

Bringing the Needs and Experiences of 
Masculine-Identified Gay, Bisexual, and 
Gender-Diverse Sex Workers into Focus 
Remy Quiroga (Health Initiative for Men; Peers 
Victoria), Synder Cuddahy, Daniel Boyle

“Do We Need an Anti-Bullying Campaign?” 
Experiences of Negativity and Sex-Related 
Body Worries Among Trans and Non-
Binary People after Phalloplasty and/or 
Metoidioplasty 
Leo Rutherford (University of Victoria)

Fostering More Inclusive Spaces in Health-
Care for 2SLGBTQ+ Folks 
Jillian Schneidman, (Sex[M]ed, McGill University 
Faculty of Medicine), Stéphane G. Aubin (Treat it 
Queer, Health Standards Organization

Beyond Inclusion: Gender Solidarity in 
Practice 
Stevie Thompson (Stevie Thompson Facilitation 
and Consulting)
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SUMMIT 2022 SPONSORS

Summit 2022 is made possible through the support of this year’s Presenting Partner ViiV Healthcare, 
Presenting Sponsor Gilead Sciences Canada, as well as project funding from the Public Health Agency 
of Canada (PHAC). 

The views expressed at Summit 2022 do not necessarily reflect the policies or opinions of our funders 
or sponsors.
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As the only company solely focused 
on HIV, we are proud of our commitment to 
supporting Summit 2022: Pushing Possibilities, 
to increasing knowledge on HIV/AIDS 
treatment and prevention, resiliency to 
adversities, and strengthening community 
support of people living with HIV.
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