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This month: Executive Director search, Summit 2022 Content Library now up, poppers update,
job opportunities, and more. 

Note: If you prefer to receive this newsletter in either English or French only, please change your preferences.

THE LATEST

1. CBRC is now accepting applications for a new Executive Director (ED). Last
August, Brook Biggin was appointed to the Interim ED role, maintaining the
continuity of our programming, research, and operations following the departure of
Jody Jollimore. The CBRC Board has been working with Strategisense Consulting
- a firm with significant experience in the non-profit realm -  to support the search
for our next Executive Director. For full details, please click here.

2. It’s the New Year, do you need a new test? For the next few months, CBRC will
be providing 15,000 free HIV self-test kits to 2S/LGBTQIA+ folks in Canada,
through three concurrent programs designed to remove common barriers to
testing: Test Now, Test@Home, and the Medicine Bundle.

3. For decades, queer folks—and particularly queer men—have been using poppers
to reduce pain and increase pleasure during penetrative sex. But for nearly ten
years, Health Canada has been cracking down on these substances, meaning
there is no safe supply of poppers products in Canada. Read an update about our
work to end the poppers crackdown, which includes possible approaches to
regulation.

4. The Summit 2022: Pushing Possibilities Content Library is now available to be
viewed online. Missed a panel? Want to watch one again? Thirty-seven
presentations have now been uploaded, including most of this year’s keynotes,
plenaries, workshops, and panels. Watch them all on our website or YouTube
channel. Note: It will take a few more weeks for all videos to be properly translated
and captioned. We will communicate once they are all complete.
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THE READ

As queer sexual cultures have evolved in the context of HIV/AIDS, so too has the
relationship between sex and drugs. Emerging from this nexus is the party and
play (PnP) scene, a subculture and set of practices and relationships incorporating
specific drugs that facilitate, enhance, or prolong sex. This important intersection of sex,
sexuality, and drug use is rarely taken into account by addictions or recovery services.
To get a sense of how themes of stigma, advocacy, and community care play out in
community settings, we spoke with Bren Dixon and Andrew Thomas who, in
partnership with CBRC, have been adapting Peer N Peer, a community-led queer
substance use and sexual health program. Read the full blog post here. 

OUR COMMUNITY: 
Debbie Owusu-Akyeaah

 Debbie Owusu-Akyeeah is the Executive Director of the Canadian Centre for Gender and
Sexual Diversity (CCGSD). Coming to the organization with experience from agencies like
Oxfam Canada and Global Affairs Canada, Debbie entered the leadership role at just 28 years
old. She was initially hesitant to apply for the Executive Director role due to imposter
syndrome and challenges in the organization’s past, but has now been leading the agency for
more than two years. 

A friend of CBRC, Debbie gave a presentation at this year’s Summit on resisting white
supremacist and anti-2S/LGBTQIA+ rhetoric in Canadian school communities. “If you think
the fight to eradicate homophobia and transphobia can be done without anti-racism, you’re
kidding yourself!” she says. “Unless we bring an anti-racist lens to the fight against
homophobia and transphobia, we’re not really doing the liberatory work we think we’re
doing.”  

Debbie speaks about the “possibility model,” a term popularized for her by Laverne Cox. A
possibility model (as opposed to a role model) refers to someone who models a possible way
of existing in the world. One of Debbie’s possibility models is Lady Phyll Opoku-Gyimah, a
fellow queer Ghanaian femme based in the UK. Seeing a Ghanaian person being loud and
proud about her queerness modeled to Debbie the possibility of also being proud of her
heritage, her femmeness, and her dark-skinned womanhood all at once, not having to pick
and choose what to show to the public. 

As well, her best friend’s mother was her first example of a racialized, lesbian, feminist woman
who wasn’t afraid to take her to Dyke March. Growing up in a Catholic school in Brampton,
Debbie didn’t see many like her, but her friend’s family was her first entryway to seeing other
Black women who were proud to be queer feminists, which has been instrumental in shaping
her values. “I recognize the significance of me being a young Black femme leading a national
LGBTQ organization” she says. “It is extremely white out here in these streets. I’m placed in a
position where I have to be hopeful. I can recognize what that might signify for many people
because I had to look to someone in England as a possibility model. I hope that what I’m
doing can provide an opportunity to Black young femmes here in Canada.” 

As 2023 begins, Debbie is looking forward to focusing on strategy development and capacity-
building at the CCGSD, streamlining her own freelance consultancy work to support
nonprofits and political campaigns, travelling, and maybe even starting her own TikTok (“I
need to talk to young racialized people in Canada about what the eff is happening in terms of
policy!”). 
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“If you think the fight to eradicate homophobia and transphobia can be
done without anti-racism, you’re kidding yourself!” 

IN CASE YOU MISSED IT

The impacts of mpox are still front and centre for many 2S/LGBTQIA+ communities. We
created a suite of new resources available online at mpox.ca, including specific
guidance on appropriate wound care, self-advocacy when experiencing marginalization
and stigma in accessing care for mpox, and updated information regarding the mpox
vaccine.
The Future of PrEP is Now! CBRC is seeking 2S/GBQM folks to participate in focus
groups on new, “long-acting” PrEP to prevent HIV, and to explore potential needs and
preferences within different communities. You will receive an honorarium of $60 for your
participation! Learn more about the study and details on how to participate here.
Last month, CBRC’s Chris Draenos and Martin Morberg talked about the importance of
our HIV self-testing programs. We also spoke to Abbey Ferguson, Executive Director of
the Halifax Sexual Health Centre, one of our community partners who are helping to
deliver HIV self-tests to local community members in need of testing access. Read the full
blog post here.

CBRC IN THE MEDIA

Some recent interviews and articles about our work: 

World AIDS Day | CP24
HIV activists hope World AIDS Day marks an end to backsliding on infections, stigma |
NEWSTALK1010
Our Highway, Our Tears: Indigenous Women’s and Two Spirit People’s Health and
Resource Extraction | Voices from the Field
Expert Q&A: HIV In My Day oral history project | UVic News
Is Canada’s Blood Ban Really Over? | Xtra Magazine
Self-testing HIV kits now more readily available in northeastern Ontario | CBC Sudbury
Pas encore d’accusation au Canada pour des thérapies de conversion | La Presse
Canadienne
A year after Canada banned conversion therapy, Ottawa says no criminal charges laid |
Canadian Press

COMING UP...

We’re working to analyze findings from our Public Legal Education and Information
project on conversion “therapy” practices, which includes survey results and insight
from focus groups. 

We’re also working on an upcoming qualitative study with folks recently diagnosed with
HIV in British Columbia, to learn how HIV prevention efforts can be enhanced and
connection to HIV-related support and care can be improved. 

You can also look out for an upcoming community consultation with trans folks who
PnP, and video interviews with various Summit presenters. 

Get Involved

Join our team! Along with a new Executive Director, we’re also looking for an Associate
Director of Research, an Associate Director of Communications, and a Bookkeeper. 

Community-Based Research Centre (CBRC) promotes the health of people of diverse
sexualities and genders through research and intervention development.

To learn more visit www.cbrc.net.
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