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About “Sex Now”
Sex Now is a national periodic survey conduct-
ed by the Community Based Research Centre 
for Gay Men’s Health (CBRC) in Vancouver. The 
survey was originally commissioned in 2002 by 
the BC Centre for Disease Control (CDC) as 
an investigation into rising HIV infection rates 
in gay men in the province of British Columbia. 
Since then, there have been eight survey cycles 
starting with BC Pride Festivals in 2002 & 2004, 
moving to the internet in 2006, 2007 & 2008, and 
then to cover all of Canada in 2010, 2012 & 2015. 

Sex Now 2015 (SN15) was the third national 
edition of the survey. Participation in the pre-
vious cycles reached at least 8,000 Canadian 
gay and bisexual men on each occasion. SN15 is 
known to have reached almost 15,000, however, 
the net result was around 8,000 completed sur-
veys – about the same sample size produced in 
previous years. The significantly lower comple-
tion rate than participation rate may have been 
due in part to the increased use of smart phones 
in lieu of laptop/desktop computers to respond 
to the questionnaire. As well, the questionnaire 
was the longest of any previous survey. Worries 
about data plan usage, low familiarity with com-
pleting surveys on a smart phone, and the length 
of the questionnaire itself apparently contribut-
ed to the near 50% drop-out rate. Nonetheless, 
the massive response affirmed the extensive out-
reach, advertising and social media promotion 
for SN15 and the potential for greater participa-
tion in future surveys.

This report compares selected statistics 
between the BC health authorities. Each table 
in the report is supported by embedded bar 
graphs which may help to provide a visual refer-
ence for comparisons within and between each 
health authority.

As the data will show, Vancouver Coast-
al Health Authority (VCHA) stands out from 

the rest as having the highest proportion of re-
spondents who: identify as gay (and the lowest 
proportion who identify as bi), are partnered to 
males, are urban-dwellers, spend the majority of 
their time with other gay/bi men, are out, have 
experienced antigay discrimination, have higher 
recent partner volume, and have knowledge of 
pre- and post-exposure prophylaxis. These find-
ings are not surprising considering that many of 
the gay/bi men in the province are concentrated 
in the region served by VCHA. Northern Health 
Authority (NHA) and Interior Health Authority 
(IHA) have the least similar profiles to VCHA, 
while Fraser Health Authority (FHA) and Van-
couver Island Health Authority (VIHA) have pro-
files which lie between these extremes.

 This is a preliminary study of some key 
variables selected to assist in community plan-
ning for gay men’s health promotion and HIV 
prevention. Comparing statistics across health 
authorities provides useful comparative infor-
mation about each variable but little about how 
they interact such as the relative influence of age, 
income or ethnicity in each case. These details 
remain interests for future studies.

Assigning Health Authorities 
One of the questions on the survey asked re-
spondents for the first three characters of their 
postal code - their forward sortation area (FSA). 
Mapping FSAs to health authorities was done in 
ArcMap 10.3 using source files from BC Stats and 
Statistics Canada. There were some cases where 
an FSA had a significant portion of its area falling 
within two health authorities. In these cases, half 
of the records within that FSA were randomly as-
signed to one health authority and the rest were 
assigned to the other health authority.

FHA Fraser Health Authority

Introduction
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FHA Fraser Health Authority

IHA Interior Health Authority

NHA Northern Health Authority

VCHA Vancouver Coastal Health Authority

VIHA Vancouver Island Health Authority
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Demographics
This segment of the report describes similarities and differences in the samples for each health 
authority. Note the total number of respondents for each health authority is quite different, from 
a low of 65 in NHA to 854 in VCHA.
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Demographics 
	
This	segment	of	the	report	describes	similarities	and	differences	in	the	samples	for	each	health	authority.	Note	
the	total	number	of	respondents	for	each	health	authority	is	quite	different,	from	a	low	of	65	in	NHA	to	854	in	
VCHA.	
	
	

# % # % # % # % # %
<25 								62	 15% 								23	 11% 								17	 26% 								91	 11% 								29	 10%
25-34 						105	 26% 								34	 16% 								15	 23% 						233	 27% 								47	 17%
35-44 								56	 14% 								33	 15% 								14	 22% 						159	 19% 								27	 10%
45-59 						123	 30% 								72	 34% 								14	 22% 						278	 33% 						122	 43%
60+ 								64	 16% 								52	 24% 											5	 8% 								93	 11% 								58	 20%
Total 						410	 100% 						214	 100% 								65	 100% 						854	 100% 						283	 100%

AGE
Your	age:

FHA IHA NHA VCHA VIHA

	

The	average	age	of	respondents	across	the	health	authorities	was	a	little	over	40.	Respondents	from	NHA	were	
the	youngest,	with	a	median	age	of	35,	while	respondents	from	VIHA	were	the	oldest,	with	a	median	age	of	50.	
	
Since	age	is	related	to	many	of	the	variables	in	this	survey,	an	age	adjustment	was	carried	out	for	all	of	the	
variables	presented	in	this	report,	using	the	age	distribution	of	Canadian	males	in	2015	
(http://www.statcan.gc.ca/tables-tableaux/sum-som/l01/cst01/demo10a-eng.htm)	as	the	standard	population.	
Carrying	out	an	age	adjustment	allows	you	to	compare	statistics	between	groups	(in	this	case,	health	authorities)	
while	controlling	for	the	effect	of	age,	but	it	makes	interpreting	the	percentages	problematic.	Since	the	
differences	between	the	age-adjusted	statistics	and	the	crude	statistics	were	minor,	only	the	crude	(i.e.	
unadjusted)	statistics	are	presented	in	this	report.	
	
	
	 	

The average age of respondents across the health authorities was a little over 40. Respondents 
from NHA were the youngest, with a median age of 35, while respondents from VIHA were the 
oldest, with a median age of 50.

Since age is related to many of the variables in this survey, an age adjustment was carried out 
for all of the variables presented in this report, using the age distribution of Canadian males in 
2015 as the standard population. Carrying out an age adjustment allows you to compare statistics 
between groups (in this case, health authorities) while controlling for the effect of age, but it 
makes interpreting the percentages problematic. Since the differences between the age-adjusted 
statistics and the crude statistics were minor, only the crude (i.e. unadjusted) statistics are pre-
sented in this report.
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# % # % # % # % # %
Gay	(homosexual) 						283	 69% 						121	 57% 								38	 58% 						726	 85% 						168	 59%
Bi	(bisexual) 						113	 28% 								88	 41% 								24	 37% 						106	 12% 								98	 35%
Straight	(heterosexual) 								27	 7% 								13	 6% 											4	 6% 								29	 3% 								20	 7%
Queer 								14	 3% 											6	 3% 											2	 3% 								71	 8% 								15	 5%
Two-spirit 											5	 1% 											9	 4% 3 5% 								13	 2% 								10	 4%
Other 								15	 4% 											7	 3% 0 0% 								16	 2% 											8	 3%
%	calculated	out	of 	
(i.e.	total	#	of	respondents) 						410	 						214	 								65	 						854	 						283	

SEXUAL	IDENTITY
How	do	you	usually	describe	your	sexual	identity?	(check	all	that	apply)

FHA IHA NHA VCHA VIHA

	

The	distribution	of	sexual	identities	in	each	health	authority	is	worth	noting	because	it	has	become	increasingly	
clear	that	gay	and	bisexual	men	inhabit	quite	different	social	contexts	and	conditions	–	greatly	influencing	the	way	
each	group	can	be	effectively	reached	by	health	promotion	and	HIV	prevention	initiatives.	As	might	be	expected,	
VCHA	had	the	highest	proportion	of	respondents	identifying	as	gay,	followed	by	FHA.	The	other	three	health	
authorities	had	much	higher	proportions	of	respondents	identifying	as	bisexual.	
	
	

# % # % # % # % # %
Single 						201	 49% 						106	 50% 								40	 62% 						432	 51% 						127	 45%
Partnered	to	a	male 						126	 31% 								38	 18% 								15	 23% 						340	 40% 								72	 25%
Partnered	to	a	female 								76	 19% 								62	 29% 											9	 14% 								56	 7% 								77	 27%
Other 											7	 2% 											8	 4% 											1	 2% 								26	 3% 											7	 2%
Total 						410	 100% 						214	 100% 								65	 100% 						854	 100% 						283	 100%

RELATIONSHIPS
Are	you	currently…?

FHA IHA NHA VCHA VIHA

	

NHA	had	the	highest	proportion	of	single	respondents.	Partnership	patterns	closely	mirrored	sexual	identity	
patterns;	virtually	all	of	the	respondents	partnered	to	a	male	identified	as	gay,	and	among	partnered	bisexual	
respondents,	the	majority	were	partnered	to	females.	
	
	

# % # % # % # % # %
Yes 						342	 83% 						195	 91% 								62	 95% 						642	 75% 						240	 85%
No 								68	 17% 								19	 9% 											3	 5% 						212	 25% 								43	 15%
Total 						410	 100% 						214	 100% 								65	 100% 						854	 100% 						283	 100%

BORN	IN	CANADA
Is	Canada	your	birthplace?

FHA IHA NHA VCHA VIHA

	

The	volume	of	new	gay	and	bisexual	Canadians	in	each	health	authority	may	be	an	indicator	of	cultural,	racial	and	
language	issues	that	need	to	be	addressed	in	prevention.	In	VCHA,	this	accounts	for	nearly	a	quarter	of	the	
population.	
	

The distribution of sexual identities in each health authority is worth noting because it has become 
increasingly clear that gay and bisexual men inhabit quite different social contexts and conditions 
– greatly influencing the way each group can be effectively reached by health promotion and HIV 
prevention initiatives. As might be expected, VCHA had the highest proportion of respondents 
identifying as gay, followed by FHA. The other three health authorities had much higher propor-
tions of respondents identifying as bisexual.
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# % # % # % # % # %
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clear	that	gay	and	bisexual	men	inhabit	quite	different	social	contexts	and	conditions	–	greatly	influencing	the	way	
each	group	can	be	effectively	reached	by	health	promotion	and	HIV	prevention	initiatives.	As	might	be	expected,	
VCHA	had	the	highest	proportion	of	respondents	identifying	as	gay,	followed	by	FHA.	The	other	three	health	
authorities	had	much	higher	proportions	of	respondents	identifying	as	bisexual.	
	
	

# % # % # % # % # %
Single 						201	 49% 						106	 50% 								40	 62% 						432	 51% 						127	 45%
Partnered	to	a	male 						126	 31% 								38	 18% 								15	 23% 						340	 40% 								72	 25%
Partnered	to	a	female 								76	 19% 								62	 29% 											9	 14% 								56	 7% 								77	 27%
Other 											7	 2% 											8	 4% 											1	 2% 								26	 3% 											7	 2%
Total 						410	 100% 						214	 100% 								65	 100% 						854	 100% 						283	 100%

RELATIONSHIPS
Are	you	currently…?

FHA IHA NHA VCHA VIHA

	

NHA	had	the	highest	proportion	of	single	respondents.	Partnership	patterns	closely	mirrored	sexual	identity	
patterns;	virtually	all	of	the	respondents	partnered	to	a	male	identified	as	gay,	and	among	partnered	bisexual	
respondents,	the	majority	were	partnered	to	females.	
	
	

# % # % # % # % # %
Yes 						342	 83% 						195	 91% 								62	 95% 						642	 75% 						240	 85%
No 								68	 17% 								19	 9% 											3	 5% 						212	 25% 								43	 15%
Total 						410	 100% 						214	 100% 								65	 100% 						854	 100% 						283	 100%

BORN	IN	CANADA
Is	Canada	your	birthplace?

FHA IHA NHA VCHA VIHA

	

The	volume	of	new	gay	and	bisexual	Canadians	in	each	health	authority	may	be	an	indicator	of	cultural,	racial	and	
language	issues	that	need	to	be	addressed	in	prevention.	In	VCHA,	this	accounts	for	nearly	a	quarter	of	the	
population.	
	

NHA had the highest proportion of single respondents. Partnership patterns closely mirrored 
sexual identity patterns; virtually all of the respondents partnered to a male identified as gay, and 
among partnered bisexual respondents, the majority were partnered to females.
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patterns;	virtually	all	of	the	respondents	partnered	to	a	male	identified	as	gay,	and	among	partnered	bisexual	
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FHA IHA NHA VCHA VIHA

	

The	volume	of	new	gay	and	bisexual	Canadians	in	each	health	authority	may	be	an	indicator	of	cultural,	racial	and	
language	issues	that	need	to	be	addressed	in	prevention.	In	VCHA,	this	accounts	for	nearly	a	quarter	of	the	
population.	
	

The volume of new gay and bisexual Canadians in each health authority may be an indicator of cul-
tural, racial and language issues that need to be addressed in prevention. In VCHA, this accounts 
for a quarter of the sample.
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# % # % # % # % # %
Urban 						119	 29% 								43	 20% 								14	 22% 						760	 89% 						105	 37%
Suburban 						221	 54% 								21	 10% 											8	 12% 								59	 7% 								41	 14%
Small	city/town 								51	 12% 						105	 49% 								32	 49% 								22	 3% 						107	 38%
Rural 								18	 4% 								37	 17% 8	 12% 								10	 1% 28	 10%
Remote 1	 .2% 6	 3% 3	 5% 2	 .2% 2	 1%
Other 0	 0% 2	 1% 0	 0% 											1	 .1% 0	 0%
Total 						410	 100% 						214	 100% 								65	 100% 						854	 100% 						283	 100%

LIVING	ENVIRONMENT
What	best	describes	the	environment	you	live	in?

FHA IHA NHA VCHA VIHA

	

As	expected,	the	environments	that	respondents	lived	in	varied	considerably	between	health	authorities.	VCHA	
had	the	highest	proportion	of	urban-dwellers,	while	on	the	other	end	of	the	spectrum,	NHA	and	IHA	had	the	
highest	proportion	of	respondents	living	in	small	cities/towns,	or	rural	and	remote	locations.	
	
	

# % # % # % # % # %
Yes 						123	 30% 								54	 25% 								13	 20% 						423	 50% 								88	 31%
No 						268	 65% 						148	 69% 								47	 72% 						377	 44% 						176	 62%
Not	sure 								19	 5% 								12	 6% 											5	 8% 								54	 6% 								19	 7%
Total 						410	 100% 						214	 100% 								65	 100% 						854	 100% 						283	 100%

MIGRATION
Have	you	ever	moved	in	order	to	more	freely	express	your	sexuality?

FHA IHA NHA VCHA VIHA

	

Migration	has	become	an	important	indicator	of	disruption	and	upheaval	in	men’s	lives,	often	in	response	to	
unliveable	conditions	of	stigma	and	prejudice	or	just	wanting	to	experience	unfettered	sexual	freedom.	As	shown	
here,	the	area	served	by	VCHA	is	a	strong	magnet	for	gay	men	looking	to	improve	their	lives,	but	almost	a	third	of	
FHA’s	and	VIHA’s	respondents	have	also	moved	in	order	to	more	freely	express	their	sexuality.	
	
	

As expected, the environments that respondents lived in varied considerably between health au-
thorities. VCHA had the highest proportion of urban-dwellers, while on the other end of the spec-
trum, NHA and IHA had the highest proportion of respondents living in small cities/towns, or 
rural and remote locations.
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Migration	has	become	an	important	indicator	of	disruption	and	upheaval	in	men’s	lives,	often	in	response	to	
unliveable	conditions	of	stigma	and	prejudice	or	just	wanting	to	experience	unfettered	sexual	freedom.	As	shown	
here,	the	area	served	by	VCHA	is	a	strong	magnet	for	gay	men	looking	to	improve	their	lives,	but	almost	a	third	of	
FHA’s	and	VIHA’s	respondents	have	also	moved	in	order	to	more	freely	express	their	sexuality.	
	
	

Migration has become an important indicator of disruption and upheaval in men’s lives, often in 
response to unliveable conditions of stigma and prejudice or just wanting to experience unfet-
tered sexual freedom. As shown here, the area served by VCHA is a strong magnet for gay men 
looking to improve their lives, but almost a third of FHA’s and VIHA’s respondents have also 
moved in order to more freely express their sexuality.
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# % # % # % # % # %
White/Caucasian 						328	 80% 						198	 93% 								54	 83% 						679	 80% 						252	 89%
Aboriginal 								30	 7% 								14	 7% 											8	 12% 								40	 5% 								22	 8%
African 4 1% 											2	 1% 0 0% 											3	 .4% 1 .4%
Caribbean 											2	 .5% 0 0% 0 0% 								11	 1% 2 1%
East	Asian 								29	 7% 											2	 1% 0 0% 								46	 5% 											6	 2%
South	Asian 								15	 4% 											3	 1% 1 2% 								22	 3% 											4	 1%
South-east	Asian 								10	 2% 0 0% 0 0% 								21	 2% 											2	 1%
Latino/Hispanic 											1	 .2% 											2	 1% 2 3% 								33	 4% 											5	 2%
Middle	Eastern 											2	 .5% 0 0% 0 0% 								25	 3% 2 1%
Pacific	Islands 											5	 1% 1 .5% 0 0% 											4	 .5% 											4	 1%
Other 								24	 6% 											9	 4% 											5	 8% 								42	 5% 											7	 2%
%	calculated	out	of
(i.e.	total	#	of	respondents) 						410	 						214	 								65	 						854	 						283	

ETHNICITY
What	best	describes	your	ethnic/cultural	origins?	(check	all	that	apply)

FHA IHA NHA VCHA VIHA

	

These	distributions	describe	the	relative	ethno-racial	diversity	of	gay	and	bisexual	respondents	in	each	health	
authority	but	should	be	considered	approximations	of	the	real	population	distribution.	Such	figures	can	be	
distorted	by	the	dynamics	of	ethno-racial	participation	in	surveys,	however,	these	figures	may	well	be	useful	
information	to	stimulate	outreach	and	inclusion	in	health	promotion	activities.	
	
	

# % # % # % # % # %
<50% 						286	 70% 						184	 86% 								49	 75% 						435	 51% 						224	 79%
50% 								56	 14% 								17	 8% 											9	 14% 						143	 17% 								28	 10%
>50% 								68	 17% 								13	 6% 											7	 11% 						276	 32% 								31	 11%
Total 						410	 100% 						214	 100% 								65	 100% 						854	 100% 						283	 100%

TIME	SPENT	WITH	GAY/BI	MEN
How	much	of	your	free	time	do	you	usually	spend	hanging	out	with	other	gay	or	bisexual	men?

FHA IHA NHA VCHA VIHA

	

Time	spent	with	other	gay/bi	men	has	been	an	enduring	indicator	of	social	bonding	and	community	engagement.	
This	table	shows	the	scale	and	extent	of	gay	social	connection	trends	in	each	health	authority.	VCHA	had	the	
highest	proportion	of	respondents	spending	50%	or	more	of	their	free	time	with	gay/bi	men,	but	in	all	five	health	
authorities,	the	majority	of	respondents	spend	less	than	half	of	their	free	time	with	other	gay/bi	men.	
	
	

	  

These distributions describe the relative ethno-racial diversity of gay and bisexual respondents in 
each health authority but should be considered approximations of the real population distribu-
tion. Such figures can be distorted by the dynamics of ethno-racial participation in surveys, how-
ever, these figures may well be useful information to stimulate outreach and inclusion in health 
promotion activities.
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Time	spent	with	other	gay/bi	men	has	been	an	enduring	indicator	of	social	bonding	and	community	engagement.	
This	table	shows	the	scale	and	extent	of	gay	social	connection	trends	in	each	health	authority.	VCHA	had	the	
highest	proportion	of	respondents	spending	50%	or	more	of	their	free	time	with	gay/bi	men,	but	in	all	five	health	
authorities,	the	majority	of	respondents	spend	less	than	half	of	their	free	time	with	other	gay/bi	men.	
	
	

	  

Time spent with other gay/bi men has been an enduring indicator of social bonding and commu-
nity engagement. This table shows the scale and extent of gay social connection trends in each 
health authority. VCHA had the highest proportion of respondents spending 50% or more of their 
free time with gay/bi men, but in all five health authorities, the majority of respondents spend less 
than half of their free time with other gay/bi men.
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Sexuality 
	

# % # % # % # % # %
0 27 7% 16 8% 4 7% 47 6% 29 10%
1 61 15% 33 16% 13 22% 115 14% 29 10%
2-9 190 48% 114 55% 31 53% 344 41% 144 52%
10	+ 119 30% 44 21% 11 19% 337 40% 77 28%
Total 						397	 100% 						207	 100% 								59	 100% 						843	 100% 						279	 100%

PARTNER	VOLUME
In	the	last	12	months,	how	many	guys	have	you	had	sex	with	in	total?

FHA IHA NHA VCHA VIHA

	

*	This	question	was	only	asked	if	respondents	said	they	had	ever	had	sex	with	a	guy.	
	
Average	partner	volume	was	highest	in	VCHA,	followed	by	FHA	and	VIHA.	Higher	partner	volume	is	often	
associated	with	HIV	infection	risk,	though	not	by	itself	an	actual	risk.	
	
	

# % # % # % # % # %
0 281 76% 145 76% 42 76% 570 72% 191 76%
1 35 9% 20 10% 9 16% 85 11% 29 12%
2-9 41 11% 21 11% 2 4% 110 14% 24 10%
10	+ 13 4% 5 3% 2 4% 31 4% 6 2%
Total 						370	 100% 						191	 100% 								55	 100% 						796	 100% 						250	 100%

CONDOM	USE:	Unknown	status	partners
In	the	last	12	months,	how	many	guys	whose	HIV	status	was	UNKNOWN	to	you	did	you	fuck	or	fucked	you	WITHOUT	
condoms?

FHA IHA NHA VCHA VIHA

	

*	This	question	was	only	asked	if	respondents	said	they	had	sex	with	a	guy	in	the	last	12	months.	
	
Condom	use	is	still	a	commonly	used	indicator	of	community	risk	for	HIV	and	STIs	even	while	Treatment	as	
Prevention	(TasP),	undetectability,	and	Pre-Exposure	Prophylaxis	(PrEP)	are	changing	the	prevention	landscape.	
This	question,	focused	on	sex	with	partners	of	unknown	HIV	status,	has	been	used	in	prevention	surveys	for	the	
past	20	years.	About	a	quarter	of	respondents	across	the	health	authorities	had	unprotected	anal	sex	with	at	least	
one	guy	of	unknown	HIV	status	in	the	last	12	months.	
	
	

	  

Average partner volume was highest in VCHA, followed by FHA and VIHA. Higher partner volume 
is often associated with HIV infection risk, though not by itself an actual risk.
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Condom	use	is	still	a	commonly	used	indicator	of	community	risk	for	HIV	and	STIs	even	while	Treatment	as	
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This	question,	focused	on	sex	with	partners	of	unknown	HIV	status,	has	been	used	in	prevention	surveys	for	the	
past	20	years.	About	a	quarter	of	respondents	across	the	health	authorities	had	unprotected	anal	sex	with	at	least	
one	guy	of	unknown	HIV	status	in	the	last	12	months.	
	
	

	  

Condom use is still a commonly used indicator of community risk for HIV and STIs even while 
Treatment as Prevention (TasP), undetectability, and Pre-Exposure Prophylaxis (PrEP) are chang-
ing the prevention landscape. This question, focused on sex with partners of unknown HIV status, 
has been used in prevention surveys for the past 20 years. About a quarter of respondents across 
the health authorities had unprotected anal sex with at least one guy of unknown HIV status in 
the last 12 months.

* This question was only asked if 
respondents said they had ever had 
sex with a guy.

* This question was only asked if 
respondents said they had sex with a 
guy in the last 12 months.
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Identity, Stigma, & Resilience 
	

# % # % # % # % # %
Friends 						220	 55% 								87	 41% 								34	 56% 						645	 76% 						140	 51%
Family 						191	 48% 								84	 39% 								31	 52% 						568	 68% 						133	 48%
School/College/University 						109	 41% 								50	 31% 								23	 47% 						376	 62% 								69	 33%
Workplace 						143	 39% 								56	 30% 								24	 41% 						488	 63% 								96	 40%
Civic,	community	activities 						113	 36% 								42	 23% 								19	 36% 						416	 60% 								65	 28%

OUT	TO...
Who	knows	about	your	sexuality?

FHA IHA NHA VCHA VIHA

	

*	This	table	shows	the	percentage	of	respondents	in	each	health	authority	who	answered	“Everyone”	(e.g.	48%	of	respondents	in	FHA	were	
out	to	everyone	in	their	family).	

*	This	table	does	not	include	people	who	responded	“Not	applicable”.	Since	the	number	of	“Not	applicable”	responses	varied	by	survey	
item	and	by	health	authority,	percentages	were	calculated	out	of	different	totals	for	each	of	the	items,	so	there	is	no	“%	calculated	out	of”	
row	at	the	bottom	of	this	table.	

	
Identity	disclosure	–	how	“out”	people	are	–	is	an	indicator	of	the	social	climate.	As	the	table	shows,	respondents	
living	in	the	VCHA	area	tended	to	be	the	most	out	while	those	living	in	the	IHA	region	were	the	least	out.	Note	
that	the	relatively	high	proportion	of	NHA	respondents	who	are	out	is	partially	due	to	NHA	respondents	being	
younger	(and	younger	respondents	being	more	likely	to	be	out).	These	data	may	be	useful	when	considering	the	
extent	to	which	stigma	may	be	playing	a	role	in	gay	and	bisexual	men’s	health.	
	
	

# % # % # % # % # %
Called	homophobic	names 						182	 44% 								91	 43% 								25	 38% 						513	 60% 						128	 45%
Rumours	about	your	sexuality 						158	 39% 								84	 39% 								27	 42% 						382	 45% 						131	 46%
Unwanted	personal	attention	 								80	 20% 								48	 22% 								12	 18% 						262	 31% 								58	 20%
Pass	as	straight	at	an	event 								82	 20% 								47	 22% 								11	 17% 						203	 24% 								77	 27%
Excluded	socially 								71	 17% 								49	 23% 								14	 22% 						221	 26% 								63	 22%
Workplace	prejudice 								53	 13% 								29	 14% 								10	 15% 						138	 16% 								36	 13%
Cyberbullied 								45	 11% 								23	 11% 											8	 12% 								74	 9% 								24	 8%
%	calculated	out	of
(i.e.	total	#	of	respondents) 						410	 						214	 								65	 						854	 						283	

DISCRIMINATION
Have	you	experienced	any	of	the	following?

FHA IHA NHA VCHA VIHA

	

*	The	full	text	of	the	response	options	was:	Called	homophobic	names:	Called	out	as	“homo”,	“faggot”,	“queer”,	etc.	Rumours	about	your	
sexuality:	Rumours	flying	about	your	sexuality.	Unwanted	personal	attention:	Unwanted	attention	to	your	appearance,	what	you	wear.	
Pass	as	straight	at	an	event:	Attended	an	event	with	a	woman	to	pass	as	straight.	Excluded	socially:	Excluded	socially	because	of	your	
sexuality.	Workplace	prejudice:	Restricted,	rejected	or	dismissed	from	career	opportunity	due	to	sexuality.	Cyberbullied:	Social	media	
harassment	related	to	your	sexuality	(cyber	bullying).	

	
Actual	experience	with	prejudice	is	another	indicator	of	social	climate,	however,	it	also	indicates	people’s	
personal	histories.	Overall	results	of	the	survey	indicate	that	bisexual	men	escape	much	of	the	stigma	and	
prejudice	experienced	by	gay	men	by	the	way	in	which	they	conceal	their	sexual	identities.	As	such,	the	
distribution	of	bisexual	men	(shown	in	an	earlier	table)	may	help	to	explain	these	results.	

Identity disclosure – how “out” people are – is an indicator of the social climate. As the table 
shows, respondents living in the VCHA area tended to be the most out while those living in the 
IHA region were the least out. Note that the relatively high proportion of NHA respondents who 
are out is partially due to NHA respondents being younger (and younger respondents being more 
likely to be out). These data may be useful when considering the extent to which stigma may be 
playing a role in gay and bisexual men’s health.
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*	The	full	text	of	the	response	options	was:	Called	homophobic	names:	Called	out	as	“homo”,	“faggot”,	“queer”,	etc.	Rumours	about	your	
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Actual	experience	with	prejudice	is	another	indicator	of	social	climate,	however,	it	also	indicates	people’s	
personal	histories.	Overall	results	of	the	survey	indicate	that	bisexual	men	escape	much	of	the	stigma	and	
prejudice	experienced	by	gay	men	by	the	way	in	which	they	conceal	their	sexual	identities.	As	such,	the	
distribution	of	bisexual	men	(shown	in	an	earlier	table)	may	help	to	explain	these	results.	

Actual experience with prejudice is another indicator of social climate, however, it also indicates 
people’s personal histories. Overall results of the survey indicate that bisexual men escape much 
of the stigma and prejudice experienced by gay men by the way in which they conceal their sexual 
identities. As such, the distribution of bisexual men (shown in an earlier table) may help to explain 
these results.

* This table shows the percentage 
of respondents in each health 
authority who answered “Everyone” 
(e.g. 48% of respondents in FHA were 
out to everyone in their family).

* This table does not include people 
who responded “Not applicable”. 
Since the number of “Not applicable” 
responses varied by survey item and 
by health authority, percentages 
were calculated out of different 
totals for each of the items, so there 
is no “% calculated out of” row at the 
bottom of this table.

* The full text of the response 
options was: Called homophobic 
names: Called out as “homo”, 
“faggot”, “queer”, etc. Rumours 
about your sexuality: Rumours flying 
about your sexuality. Unwanted 
personal attention: Unwanted 
attention to your appearance, what 
you wear. Pass as straight at an 
event: Attended an event with a 
woman to pass as straight. Excluded 
socially: Excluded socially because 
of your sexuality. Workplace 
prejudice: Restricted, rejected or 
dismissed from career opportunity 
due to sexuality. Cyberbullied: Social 
media harassment related to your 
sexuality (cyber bullying).
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Sexual Health 
	

# % # % # % # % # %
STI	test 						254	 62% 						122	 57% 								37	 57% 						607	 71% 						159	 56%
HIV	test 						238	 61% 						102	 53% 34 56% 						486	 68% 						139	 56%

TESTING,	12	MONTHS
Have	you	tested	for	sexually	transmitted	infections	within	the	past	12	months?

FHA IHA NHA VCHA VIHA

	

*	This	table	shows	the	percentage	of	respondents	in	each	health	authority	who	answered	“Yes”.	
*	The	percentages	for	HIV	testing	do	not	include	people	living	with	HIV,	who	would	not	need	to	have	annual	HIV	testing.	
	
Testing	for	HIV	at	least	annually	has	become	a	common	standard	for	sexually	active	gay	and	bisexual	men,	
increasing	up	to	quarterly	with	greater	partner	volume.	Regular	STI	testing,	rather	than	waiting	for	symptoms,	is	
thought	to	be	equally	important.	The	UN	goal	for	2020	is	to	have	90%	of	people	living	with	HIV	knowing	their	
status.	The	table	shows	there	is	work	to	do	in	all	health	authorities,	although	some	of	the	respondents	who	had	
not	tested	for	STIs	in	the	past	12	months	may	have	reasons	for	not	doing	so	(e.g.	lack	of	recent	partners,	low	risk	
encounters).	
	
	

# % # % # % # % # %
HIV-positive 								23	 6% 								21	 10% 											4	 6% 						140	 16% 								34	 12%
HIV-negative 						319	 78% 						153	 71% 								46	 71% 						663	 78% 						202	 71%
Never	had	an	HIV	test/result 68 17% 40 19% 								15	 23% 								51	 6% 								47	 17%
Total 						410	 100% 						214	 100% 								65	 100% 						854	 100% 						283	 100%

LATEST	TEST	RESULT
What	was	your	most	recent	HIV	test	result?

FHA IHA NHA VCHA VIHA

	

This	table	presents	self-reported	HIV	prevalence	among	survey	participants,	although	since	the	survey	is	not	a	
true	random	sample,	these	estimates	may	not	represent	the	underlying	population	prevalence.	The	prevalence	of	
HIV	among	respondents	varied	considerably	between	the	health	authorities,	from	6%	in	FHA	and	NHA	to	16%	in	
VCHA.	The	size	of	the	“never	tested”	group	in	each	health	authority	can	serve	as	an	indicator	of	prevention	needs,	
although	some	of	these	respondents	may	not	have	tested	for	HIV	for	specific	reasons	(e.g.	never	had	sex	with	a	
guy).	
	

	  

Testing for HIV at least annually has become a common standard for sexually active gay and bisex-
ual men, increasing up to quarterly with greater partner volume. Regular STI testing, rather than 
waiting for symptoms, is thought to be equally important. The UN goal for 2020 is to have 90% 
of people living with HIV knowing their status. The table shows there is work to do in all health 
authorities, although some of the respondents who had not tested for STIs in the past 12 months 
may have reasons for not doing so (e.g. lack of recent partners, low risk encounters).
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Sexual Health 
	

# % # % # % # % # %
STI	test 						254	 62% 						122	 57% 								37	 57% 						607	 71% 						159	 56%
HIV	test 						238	 61% 						102	 53% 34 56% 						486	 68% 						139	 56%

TESTING,	12	MONTHS
Have	you	tested	for	sexually	transmitted	infections	within	the	past	12	months?

FHA IHA NHA VCHA VIHA

	

*	This	table	shows	the	percentage	of	respondents	in	each	health	authority	who	answered	“Yes”.	
*	The	percentages	for	HIV	testing	do	not	include	people	living	with	HIV,	who	would	not	need	to	have	annual	HIV	testing.	
	
Testing	for	HIV	at	least	annually	has	become	a	common	standard	for	sexually	active	gay	and	bisexual	men,	
increasing	up	to	quarterly	with	greater	partner	volume.	Regular	STI	testing,	rather	than	waiting	for	symptoms,	is	
thought	to	be	equally	important.	The	UN	goal	for	2020	is	to	have	90%	of	people	living	with	HIV	knowing	their	
status.	The	table	shows	there	is	work	to	do	in	all	health	authorities,	although	some	of	the	respondents	who	had	
not	tested	for	STIs	in	the	past	12	months	may	have	reasons	for	not	doing	so	(e.g.	lack	of	recent	partners,	low	risk	
encounters).	
	
	

# % # % # % # % # %
HIV-positive 								23	 6% 								21	 10% 											4	 6% 						140	 16% 								34	 12%
HIV-negative 						319	 78% 						153	 71% 								46	 71% 						663	 78% 						202	 71%
Never	had	an	HIV	test/result 68 17% 40 19% 								15	 23% 								51	 6% 								47	 17%
Total 						410	 100% 						214	 100% 								65	 100% 						854	 100% 						283	 100%

LATEST	TEST	RESULT
What	was	your	most	recent	HIV	test	result?

FHA IHA NHA VCHA VIHA

	

This	table	presents	self-reported	HIV	prevalence	among	survey	participants,	although	since	the	survey	is	not	a	
true	random	sample,	these	estimates	may	not	represent	the	underlying	population	prevalence.	The	prevalence	of	
HIV	among	respondents	varied	considerably	between	the	health	authorities,	from	6%	in	FHA	and	NHA	to	16%	in	
VCHA.	The	size	of	the	“never	tested”	group	in	each	health	authority	can	serve	as	an	indicator	of	prevention	needs,	
although	some	of	these	respondents	may	not	have	tested	for	HIV	for	specific	reasons	(e.g.	never	had	sex	with	a	
guy).	
	

	  

This table presents self-reported HIV prevalence among survey participants, although since the 
survey is not a true random sample, these estimates may not represent the underlying population 
prevalence. The prevalence of HIV among respondents varied considerably between the health 
authorities, from 6% in FHA and NHA to 16% in VCHA. The size of the “never tested” group in 
each health authority can serve as an indicator of prevention needs, although some of these re-
spondents may not have tested for HIV for specific reasons (e.g. never had sex with a guy).

* This table shows the percentage 
of respondents in each health 
authority who answered “Yes”.

*  The percentages for HIV testing 
do not include people living with HIV, 
who would not need to have annual 
HIV testing.
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General Health 
	

# % # % # % # % # %
Alcohol 						354	 86% 						183	 86% 								54	 83% 						776	 91% 						249	 88%
Marijuana 						142	 35% 						100	 47% 								24	 37% 						451	 53% 						137	 48%
Tobacco 						104	 25% 								64	 30% 								15	 23% 						229	 27% 								87	 31%
Poppers 						113	 28% 								57	 27% 								11	 17% 						306	 36% 								81	 29%
Viagra/Cialis 								96	 23% 								61	 29% 								10	 15% 						252	 30% 								83	 29%
Ecstasy/MDMA 								32	 8% 								18	 8% 											6	 9% 						185	 22% 								30	 11%
Cocaine 								18	 4% 								25	 12% 											5	 8% 						145	 17% 								30	 11%
"G"/GHB 								13	 3% 											6	 3% 											2	 3% 						105	 12% 								21	 7%
Crystal	meth 								16	 4% 											1	 .5% 											2	 3% 								74	 9% 								14	 5%
"K"/Ketamine 											5	 1% 											7	 3% 2 3% 								68	 8% 								13	 5%
Steroids 											2	 .5% 											4	 2% 2 3% 								13	 2% 											6	 2%
Crack 											6	 1% 											2	 1% 1 2% 								14	 2% 											8	 3%
Mephedrone 0 0% 0 0% 1 2% 											2	 .2% 1 .4%
%	calculated	out	of
(i.e.	total	#	of	respondents) 						410	 						214	 								65	 						854	 						283	

RECREATIONAL	SUBSTANCES
How	often	have	you	used	the	following	recreational	substances	in	the	last	12	months?

FHA IHA NHA VCHA VIHA

	

*	This	table	shows	the	percentage	of	respondents	in	each	health	authority	who	had	used	each	of	the	listed	recreational	substances	at	all	in	
the	last	12	months.	
	
Substance	misuse	among	gay	men	is	thought	to	be	one	of	the	mutually	reinforcing	epidemics	influencing	HIV.	
These	distributions	show	common	drugs	being	used,	but	not	necessarily	misused.	These	proportions	often	seem	
smaller	than	the	social	problems	misuse	creates	as	seen	by	those	who	treat	the	most	affected,	however,	they	
provide	useful	indicators	of	what	substances	are	active	in	each	health	authority	and	to	what	degree.	With	few	
exceptions,	substance	use	was	highest	in	VCHA.	
	
	

# % # % # % # % # %
Never 						171	 42% 								88	 41% 								23	 35% 						286	 33% 						110	 39%
Once	a	month	or	less 						165	 40% 								80	 37% 								31	 48% 						327	 38% 						107	 38%
More	than	once	a	month 								74	 18% 								46	 21% 								11	 17% 						241	 28% 								66	 23%
Total 						410	 100% 						214	 100% 								65	 100% 						854	 100% 						283	 100%

BINGE	DRINKING
How	often	did	you	consume	5	or	more	drinks	in	one	sitting	(beer,	wine	or	spirits)	in	the	last	12	months?

FHA IHA NHA VCHA VIHA

	

As	shown	above,	alcohol	was	the	most	commonly	used	substance	among	gay	and	bisexual	men.	The	distribution	
of	binge	drinking	is	an	indicator	of	the	scope	of	problematic	alcohol	use.	As	was	the	case	for	the	table	on	
recreational	substance	use,	VCHA	had	the	highest	proportion	of	binge	drinking.	
	
	

Substance misuse among gay men is thought to be one of the mutually reinforcing epidemics in-
fluencing HIV. These distributions show common drugs being used, but not necessarily misused. 
These proportions often seem smaller than the social problems misuse creates as seen by those 
who treat the most affected, however, they provide useful indicators of what substances are active 
in each health authority and to what degree. With few exceptions, substance use was highest in 
VCHA. 
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Steroids 											2	 .5% 											4	 2% 2 3% 								13	 2% 											6	 2%
Crack 											6	 1% 											2	 1% 1 2% 								14	 2% 											8	 3%
Mephedrone 0 0% 0 0% 1 2% 											2	 .2% 1 .4%
%	calculated	out	of
(i.e.	total	#	of	respondents) 						410	 						214	 								65	 						854	 						283	

RECREATIONAL	SUBSTANCES
How	often	have	you	used	the	following	recreational	substances	in	the	last	12	months?

FHA IHA NHA VCHA VIHA

	

*	This	table	shows	the	percentage	of	respondents	in	each	health	authority	who	had	used	each	of	the	listed	recreational	substances	at	all	in	
the	last	12	months.	
	
Substance	misuse	among	gay	men	is	thought	to	be	one	of	the	mutually	reinforcing	epidemics	influencing	HIV.	
These	distributions	show	common	drugs	being	used,	but	not	necessarily	misused.	These	proportions	often	seem	
smaller	than	the	social	problems	misuse	creates	as	seen	by	those	who	treat	the	most	affected,	however,	they	
provide	useful	indicators	of	what	substances	are	active	in	each	health	authority	and	to	what	degree.	With	few	
exceptions,	substance	use	was	highest	in	VCHA.	
	
	

# % # % # % # % # %
Never 						171	 42% 								88	 41% 								23	 35% 						286	 33% 						110	 39%
Once	a	month	or	less 						165	 40% 								80	 37% 								31	 48% 						327	 38% 						107	 38%
More	than	once	a	month 								74	 18% 								46	 21% 								11	 17% 						241	 28% 								66	 23%
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BINGE	DRINKING
How	often	did	you	consume	5	or	more	drinks	in	one	sitting	(beer,	wine	or	spirits)	in	the	last	12	months?

FHA IHA NHA VCHA VIHA

	

As	shown	above,	alcohol	was	the	most	commonly	used	substance	among	gay	and	bisexual	men.	The	distribution	
of	binge	drinking	is	an	indicator	of	the	scope	of	problematic	alcohol	use.	As	was	the	case	for	the	table	on	
recreational	substance	use,	VCHA	had	the	highest	proportion	of	binge	drinking.	
	
	

As shown above, alcohol was the most commonly used substance among gay and bisexual men. 
The distribution of binge drinking is an indicator of the scope of problematic alcohol use. As was 
the case for the table on recreational substance use, VCHA had the highest proportion of binge 
drinking.

*  This table shows the percentage 
of respondents in each health 
authority who had used each of the 
listed recreational substances at all 
in the last 12 months.
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# % # % # % # % # %
Fair	/	Poor 								53	 13% 								24	 11% 											7	 11% 								71	 8% 								35	 12%
Good 						133	 32% 								52	 24% 								24	 37% 						221	 26% 								73	 26%
Excellent	/	Very	good 						224	 55% 						138	 64% 								34	 52% 						562	 66% 						175	 62%
Total 						410	 100% 						214	 100% 								65	 100% 						854	 100% 						283	 100%

HEALTH	SELF	ASSESSMENT
In	general,	how	would	you	describe	your	overall	health	(physical,	mental,	social	wellbeing)?

FHA IHA NHA VCHA VIHA

	

This	question	was	adapted	from	the	Canadian	Community	Health	Survey	(CCHS).	The	table	shows	that	VCHA	had	
the	highest	proportion	of	respondents	rating	their	overall	health	as	“good”	or	better.	
	
	

# % # % # % # % # %
Yes 						266	 65% 						112	 52% 								34	 52% 						644	 75% 						154	 54%
No 						144	 35% 						102	 48% 								31	 48% 						210	 25% 						129	 46%
Total 						410	 100% 						214	 100% 								65	 100% 						854	 100% 						283	 100%

PEP
The	following	statements	are	TRUE:	Were	you	previously	aware	of	them	before	taking	this	survey?	
PEP	-	Post	Exposure	Prophylaxis:	Within	three	days	after	a	sexual	risk	event	(such	as	fucking	without	a	condom)	
there	are	medications	you	can	take	for	a	month	that	can	prevent	an	HIV	infection	from	establishing.

FHA IHA NHA VCHA VIHA

	

# % # % # % # % # %
Yes 						239	 58% 						106	 50% 								29	 45% 						620	 73% 						157	 55%
No 						171	 42% 						108	 50% 								36	 55% 						234	 27% 						126	 45%
Total 						410	 100% 						214	 100% 								65	 100% 						854	 100% 						283	 100%

PrEP
The	following	statements	are	TRUE:	Were	you	previously	aware	of	them	before	taking	this	survey?	
PrEP	-	Pre	Exposure	Prophylaxis	is	a	daily	antiretroviral	medication	now	available	for	HIV	negative	men	that	can	
prevent	sexual	transmission	of	HIV	(not	yet	approved	in	Canada).

FHA IHA NHA VCHA VIHA

	

Questions	about	PEP	and	PrEP	were	asked	as	part	of	a	suite	of	questions	intended	to	probe	general	knowledge	of	
current	health	issues	for	gay	and	bisexual	men.	Respondents	from	the	VCHA	region	were	most	knowledgeable	
about	PEP	and	PrEP,	followed	by	respondents	from	the	FHA	region,	which	may	be	due	in	part	to	the	fact	that	
Vancouver	was	the	site	of	a	PEP	pilot	program	and	awareness	campaign	prior	to	the	survey.	
	
	

	  

This question was adapted from the Canadian Community Health Survey (CCHS). The table 
shows that VCHA had the highest proportion of respondents rating their overall health as “good” 
or better.
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FHA IHA NHA VCHA VIHA

	

This	question	was	adapted	from	the	Canadian	Community	Health	Survey	(CCHS).	The	table	shows	that	VCHA	had	
the	highest	proportion	of	respondents	rating	their	overall	health	as	“good”	or	better.	
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PEP	-	Post	Exposure	Prophylaxis:	Within	three	days	after	a	sexual	risk	event	(such	as	fucking	without	a	condom)	
there	are	medications	you	can	take	for	a	month	that	can	prevent	an	HIV	infection	from	establishing.

FHA IHA NHA VCHA VIHA

	

# % # % # % # % # %
Yes 						239	 58% 						106	 50% 								29	 45% 						620	 73% 						157	 55%
No 						171	 42% 						108	 50% 								36	 55% 						234	 27% 						126	 45%
Total 						410	 100% 						214	 100% 								65	 100% 						854	 100% 						283	 100%

PrEP
The	following	statements	are	TRUE:	Were	you	previously	aware	of	them	before	taking	this	survey?	
PrEP	-	Pre	Exposure	Prophylaxis	is	a	daily	antiretroviral	medication	now	available	for	HIV	negative	men	that	can	
prevent	sexual	transmission	of	HIV	(not	yet	approved	in	Canada).

FHA IHA NHA VCHA VIHA

	

Questions	about	PEP	and	PrEP	were	asked	as	part	of	a	suite	of	questions	intended	to	probe	general	knowledge	of	
current	health	issues	for	gay	and	bisexual	men.	Respondents	from	the	VCHA	region	were	most	knowledgeable	
about	PEP	and	PrEP,	followed	by	respondents	from	the	FHA	region,	which	may	be	due	in	part	to	the	fact	that	
Vancouver	was	the	site	of	a	PEP	pilot	program	and	awareness	campaign	prior	to	the	survey.	
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This	question	was	adapted	from	the	Canadian	Community	Health	Survey	(CCHS).	The	table	shows	that	VCHA	had	
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FHA IHA NHA VCHA VIHA

	

Questions	about	PEP	and	PrEP	were	asked	as	part	of	a	suite	of	questions	intended	to	probe	general	knowledge	of	
current	health	issues	for	gay	and	bisexual	men.	Respondents	from	the	VCHA	region	were	most	knowledgeable	
about	PEP	and	PrEP,	followed	by	respondents	from	the	FHA	region,	which	may	be	due	in	part	to	the	fact	that	
Vancouver	was	the	site	of	a	PEP	pilot	program	and	awareness	campaign	prior	to	the	survey.	
	
	

	  

Questions about PEP and PrEP were asked as part of a suite of questions intended to probe gen-
eral knowledge of current health issues for gay and bisexual men. Respondents from the VCHA 
region were most knowledgeable about PEP and PrEP, followed by respondents from the FHA 
region, which may be due in part to the fact that Vancouver was the site of a PEP pilot program 
and awareness campaign prior to the survey. 
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Health Care Participation 
	

# % # % # % # % # %
Has	a	doctor 						333	 81% 						175	 82% 								54	 83% 						680	 80% 						239	 84%
Does	not	have	a	doctor 								77	 19% 								39	 18% 								11	 17% 						174	 20% 								44	 16%
Total 						410	 100% 						214	 100% 								65	 100% 						854	 100% 						283	 100%

HAS	A	PRIMARY	CARE	PROVIDER
How	would	you	rate	your	current	or	most	recent	doctor	(primary	care	provider)?	
[one	of	the	response	options	was	“I	don’t	have	a	doctor	(primary	care	provider)"]

FHA IHA NHA VCHA VIHA

	

Having	a	primary	care	provider	is	an	important	factor	in	overall	health	and	HIV	prevention.	The	proportion	of	
respondents	with	a	primary	care	provider	was	very	similar	across	the	health	authorities.	
	
	

# % # % # % # % # %
Yes 						244	 60% 						117	 55% 								24	 37% 						661	 77% 						165	 58%
No 						157	 38% 								88	 41% 								39	 60% 						161	 19% 						112	 40%
Not	sure 											9	 2% 											9	 4% 											2	 3% 								32	 4% 											6	 2%
Total 						410	 100% 						214	 100% 								65	 100% 						854	 100% 						283	 100%

OUT	TO	PROVIDER
Have	you	told	your/a	health	care	provider	that	you	have	sex	with	other	men?

FHA IHA NHA VCHA VIHA

	

Being	out	to	a	physician	is	equally	as	important	as	having	one	but	social	conditions	affect	feelings	of	safety	in	
doing	so.	This	table	shows	that	the	proportion	of	respondents	who	had	told	a	health	care	provider	that	they	have	
sex	with	other	men	varied	quite	a	bit	between	health	authorities.	These	differences	may	reflect	the	social	climate	
in	each	region,	as	well	as	the	proportions	of	bisexual	men	in	each	health	authority	since	bisexual	respondents	
were	less	likely	than	gay	men	to	answer	“Yes”	to	this	question.	
	
	

# % # % # % # % # %
Low	(1-2) 								56	 17% 								30	 17% 								13	 24% 								66	 10% 								46	 19%
Medium	(3) 								96	 29% 								59	 34% 								12	 22% 						123	 18% 								67	 28%
High	(4-5) 						181	 54% 								86	 49% 								29	 54% 						491	 72% 						126	 53%
Total 						333	 100% 						175	 100% 								54	 100% 						680	 100% 						239	 100%

RATING	CARE:	Knowledge	of	gay/bi	health
How	would	you	rate	your	current	or	most	recent	doctor	(primary	care	provider)?	
[Knowledge	about	the	health	issues	of	gay	&	bisexual	men]

FHA IHA NHA VCHA VIHA

	

*	This	question	was	only	asked	if	respondents	said	they	had	a	doctor	(primary	care	provider).	
	
The	degree	of	trust	and	rapport	that	gay	men	feel	with	their	physicians	may	ultimately	affect	health	outcomes.	
This	table	may	be	an	indicator	of	structural	needs	within	the	health	care	system.	VCHA	stands	out	as	a	health	
authority	where	gay	men	are	often	treated	by	gay	physicians.	

Having a primary care provider is an important factor in overall health and HIV prevention. The 
proportion of respondents with a primary care provider was very similar across the health author-
ities.
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Being out to a physician is equally as important as having one but social conditions affect feelings 
of safety in doing so. This table shows that the proportion of respondents who had told a health 
care provider that they have sex with other men varied quite a bit between health authorities. 
These differences may reflect the social climate in each region, as well as the proportions of bi-
sexual men in each health authority since bisexual respondents were less likely than gay men to 
answer “Yes” to this question.
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*	This	question	was	only	asked	if	respondents	said	they	had	a	doctor	(primary	care	provider).	
	
The	degree	of	trust	and	rapport	that	gay	men	feel	with	their	physicians	may	ultimately	affect	health	outcomes.	
This	table	may	be	an	indicator	of	structural	needs	within	the	health	care	system.	VCHA	stands	out	as	a	health	
authority	where	gay	men	are	often	treated	by	gay	physicians.	

The degree of trust and rapport that gay men feel with their physicians may ultimately affect 
health outcomes. This table may be an indicator of structural needs within the health care system. 
VCHA stands out as a health authority where gay men are often treated by gay physicians.

* This question was only asked if 
respondents said they had a doctor 
(primary care provider).
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