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To Defeat the Proposed Industrial Research Park 
 

Download PDF: www. tree-of-life.works/biodiesel_points 

Choose points for inspiration, or copy-and-paste into your email or letter.  

 

Rezoning from Residential to Industrial Research Park is the wrong choice. 

• Rezoning Sunnyside land to Industrial Research Park is incompatible with Pullman’s Comprehensive Plan. 

• The biodiesel refinery is incompatible with Industrial Research Park zoning.  

• Rezoning removes the possibility of homes on this land, when Pullman’s housing market is tight. 

• If the land is rezoned and AgTech OS fails, then the door is open for many industrial uses. 

 

Rezoning to Industrial Research Park will reduce the quality of life for Sunnyside neighborhoods. 

• The refinery would be too close to residential areas and a school zone.  

• Noise, light pollution, smell, air pollution, and increased traffic could impact neighbors. 

• Property values for Sunnyside homes would decline. 

 

Putting Whitman County tax dollars into a high-risk private startup is reckless. 

• AgTech OS is an unproven startup. 90% of startups fail. Few ever achieve funding to become operational. 

• Taxpayers should not be unwitting sponsors of a private adventure, via county taxes. 

 

Agtech OS doesn’t appear to have a viable business model. 

• AgTech OS would compete with the nearby Viterra crushing plant in Warden, WA for canola. 

• There isn’t enough canola grown regionally to support both the Viterra and AgTech OS facilities. 

• Due to many challenges, the biodiesel industry cannot survive without massive subsidies. 

• A core challenge is trivial energy return compared to high material inputs, making profitability difficult. 

 

Don’t be fooled by AgTech OS’s greenwashing. 

• AgTech OS admits its first-year water use will be much higher, but won’t say how much higher.  

• Biodiesel does almost nothing to mitigate climate change, due to a very low Energy Return on Energy 

Investment (EROEI).  

• Using canola for liquid fuel production competes directly with food production, inflating food prices. 

 


