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Clean State is an independent 
initiative advocating for action on 
climate change and jobs in Western 
Australia. We represent thousands 
of individuals and hundreds of 
businesses and other organisations 
who are dedicated to climate 
action across the state. We promote 
solutions that create thousands of 
jobs supporting businesses, families 
and communities and make our state 
a fairer, safer place to live and work. 

The Conservation Council of WA 
(CCWA) is the state’s foremost non-
profit, non-government conservation 
organisation. We are a small team of 
mostly part-time staff and volunteers, 
with an Executive Committee. 
Together, we represent more than 100 
environmental organisations across 
Western Australia, which have joined 
as Member Groups.

Lotterywest is unique – it remains the only lottery 
in Australia which is State Government owned and 
operated with a majority of money spent on tickets 
going back to the people of WA through prizes and 
grants, to support wonderful events like these.

We acknowledge that the Roadshow took place on the lands of the Noongar and Yamatji peoples. 
We pay respect to their Elders, past and present, and acknowledge the important role all Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander people continue to play in 
advancing a more sustainable Western Australia. We acknowledge all Traditional Owners and their continuing connection to land, waters and community. 
We pay respect to their Elders past and present, and to the vital role First Nations people continue to play in caring for Country across this state.  
We recognise sovereignty has never been ceded.



Between August 2020 and May 
2021, Clean State, supported by the 
Conservation Council WA and Lottery 
West, engaged 1,000 people in a 
roadshow that stopped at eight Western 
Australian cities; Bunbury, Albany and 
Geraldton, Mount Lawley, Scarborough, 
Joondalup, Dawesville and Midland. 
The Clean Jobs Roadshow followed the 
launch of the Clean State Jobs Plan - 
26 Big Ideas for 200,000 WA jobs - a 
roadmap of employment opportunities, 
based on extensive research and industry 
consultation, to inspire Western Australia’s 
journey to a zero-carbon economy. 

Our conversations with citizens, community 
groups, business owners, local government 
and State Members of Parliament about 
WA’s transition to zero-carbon, brimmed with 
community-led solutions. Ideas included circular 
economy projects, urban greening, house 
retrofitting schemes and developing technology 
that helps people reduce their carbon footprint. 
Moreover, community-led innovation is already 
underway. Albany is already powered with 80 per 
cent renewable energy while in Joondalup, the 
state’s first electric bus trials are underway.  From 
the northern suburbs of Perth to the south west 
coast, it is clear that communities are eager to 
develop positive solutions that cut pollution and 
address the impacts of climate change. 

However, there are barriers. Many community 
stakeholders are working in silos, unable to easily 
connect with existing networks, coordinate efforts 
and scale their initiatives. Similarly, many projects 
are run on shoe-string budgets, if any at all, and 
groups are unclear about how or where they can 
obtain support, resources and funding. Meanwhile, 
some projects are so cutting-edge that they fail to 
meet funding criteria set decades ago.

Introduction

“The Roadshow events have clearly demonstrated 
Western Australians overwhelmingly support 
action on climate change.”

The state’s transition to a clean economy 
provides enormous potential to create thousands 
of jobs and improve the lives of every citizen. 
While the WA Government has announced a 
number of climate-resilient initiatives, they are 
led by multiple departments and agencies. This 
makes it particularly difficult for community 
stakeholders to navigate and understand where 
they can get support and ensure projects are 
aligned to WA’s climate goals.

A solution could be a WA state government 
climate action fund that would enable 
community-led innovations to be implemented 
quickly and at scale. The fund would ensure 
community climate projects, such as the 
installation of solar panels on sports club 
rooftops, building community batteries and 
electric vehicle charging stations become more 
widespread and impactful. Moreover, a climate 
action fund would incentivise small and medium-
sized enterprises, local government and citizens 
to collaborate, improving the local economy and 
boosting jobs.
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The Clean Jobs Roadshow took place 
before COP26 in Glasgow during which 
Australia was strongly criticised for its 
inaction and lack of climate policy. WA is 
the only Australian state in which carbon 
emissions continue to rise and without 
an interim emissions reduction target 
despite other states accelerating their 
climate action plans. In fact, major fossil 
fuel projects are seeking to expand in WA.  

Nevertheless, communities across WA 
want change.

Not only is Western Australia home 
to some of the best wind and solar 
resources in the world, it has the added 
advantage of an incredibly skilled, 
innovative and knowledgeable workforce. 
The Clean Jobs Roadshow demonstrated 
an abundance of support for ideas that 
will reduce carbon emissions across 
WA. This can only be achieved when 
communities are empowered to play a 
role in shaping our zero-carbon future. 

This report summarises the motivations, challenges and ideas of the 1,000 
participants that took part in the Clean Jobs Roadshow. The key findings include 
consensus for:
•  Replacing coal and gas with big renewables that make the most of WA’s wind and solar 

resources, create thousands of jobs and deliver cheaper, affordable energy

•  Improving public buildings such as hospitals, schools and public transport infrastructure 
such as buses and trams with energy-efficient electricity

•  Establishing local recycling solutions such as composting, repair labs and tool libraries 
that reduce landfill and repurpose useful household appliances

•  Greening our communities through forest conservation and restoring urban areas with 
more green spaces

•  Making social housing healthy and low-carbon through the installation of thermal insulation, 
solar and other energy-efficient measures that reduce costs and boost  jobs



Scarborough was the first stop on the Clean 
Jobs Roadshow. The coastal community is a 
growing area with mixed density living and 
popular Perth outdoor attractions including, 
surfing, cycling and vibrant brunch spots. 

Participants gathered at the Stirling 
Community Centre and formed tables, which 
provided many locals the chance to meet their 
neighbours for the first time. Local teacher 
Jay Baddock kicked off the event by sharing 
his vision for all schools to become energy 
efficient and powered with rooftop solar. 
Participants shared Jay’s enthusiasm for 
schools becoming community energy hubs, 
saving millions of dollars in power bills and 
providing clean energy to communities when 
they need it most. 

Artist Zoe Street was invited to illustrate and 
capture climate action ideas from participants 
throughout the evening. Conversation themes 
centred around public transport infrastructure 
such as trackless trams, urban greenspace 
and community gardens, coast care initiatives 
to address dune erosion, renewable energy 
incentives for small businesses, and mandates 
for big industries to use renewable resources.

Scarborough

Wednesday 23 September 2020
Stirling Community Centre
Guest speaker: Jay Baddock
Guest artist: Zoe Street
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What made you come along to this event? What would you personally like to see happen  
on climate action and jobs in WA?

I wanted to get a local perspective on a global issue  Leadership from government on climate action  
and jobs 

I’m worried about what climate change will mean 
for my future Sustainable packaging - less waste! 

Carbon-zero goal Vegetating and greening urban spaces 

Jobs! I wanted to hear about fulfilling jobs that 
reduce carbon pollution 

Funding for insulating all social housing in 
Scarborough 

Our decision-makers are not acting fast enough Seagrass restoration and expansion. Would be cool 
if WA had lots of seagrass ‘farms’ 

Interested in economic solutions to environmental 
problems

More cycling infrastructure; circular routes and 
cycling hubs 

Recent removal of community events - markets and 
community hubs (e.g. gardens)  Trackless trams 

Better urban planning - less sprawl, more connective 
public transport, green spaces and affordable housing 

What’s something that stood out from  
the presentations?

More schools switching to clean energy -  
reduce power costs and reduce carbon pollution  

Hydrogen = liquid sunshine The Clean Jobs Plan fully funded and implemented 
in WA  

These are practical and logical solutions - we just 
need action 

Local Government to facilitate local action on 
climate in our communities 

Putting solar on schools across WA just makes sense Recycling plants in WA so our efforts to do the right 
thing count for something 

Investment in social housing insulation - 
sustainable, job creation and safer places to live 100% renewable energy by 2030 

There are some quick solutions that could be 
implemented Direct democracy in local councils 

Governments subsidising renewables instead of 
fossil fuels 

Scarborough Roadshow  |  6



Mount Lawley is known for its arts and 
entertainment precinct with many creative small 
businesses forming a community hotspot on 
Beaufort Street and surrounds. Many of these 
businesses were hard hit by COVID-19 so the 
Beaufort Street Network was invited at the Mount 
Lawley Roadshow to share existing community 
driven initiatives that strived to maintain the area 
as an exciting place to live and work.

Mount Lawley Saturday 7 November 2020
ECU Mount Lawley

Guest speakers: 
Karen Hinds - Beaufort Street Network 
Stephen King - Australian Insulation Foundation

What made you come along to this event? What’s something that stood out from  
the presentations?

What would you personally like to see happen  
on climate action and jobs in WA?

Positive and practical message We can solve multiple problems at once A circular public transport route

I want to know what climate solutions are doable Annual school power bills costing up to $1M Carbon neutrality by 2030 

Concerned for the future of my grandkids This is more than a plan, but a clear vision for a 
safer, fairer WA

Politicians to help change the narrative - we can 
have jobs and a safe climate! 

Combating misinformation requires showing up to 
informative, research-based events like these 

Jobs are often an excuse not to take action on 
climate and yet here is a plan for 200,000! 

A cultural shift towards public transport and cycling 
usage. To feel safer at night on public transport

Passionate about climate justice This plan is actionable Move away from coal, oil and gas

Our kid has become passionate and made us come Attention to local issues Faster renewable energy uptake 

Connect with community-led climate action Identified opportunities for economic growth whilst 
offering positive action on climate 

Emphasis on local job creation through climate 
action - I want to see jobs advertised for helping my 
community 

Wanting to generate change in a holistic way Provided confidence that change can be achieved Offshore wind energy farms 

Karen Hinds from the Beaufort Street Network said: 
“We’d love to get more people involved and try to 
implement some of the ideas that came out of today. 
We all have the ability to influence local governments 
and state governments…The ability for us to use our 
voice to create change is really important.”

City of Stirling resident Randa Khamis said: “I learnt 
so much about what Clean State is doing and how 
many jobs we can create through renewable energy. 
It’s just amazing to know a clean energy future is so 
economically viable for WA.”
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The City of Joondalup includes a business 
district and many beachside suburbs in Perth’s 
north. With public amenities neighbouring 
Lake Joondalup and Yellagonga Regional Park, 
Joondalup has something for everyone.

Local resident Ella Rowlands Thompson spoke 
about the potential for the City of Joondalup 
to bring the Clean State Jobs Plan to life. “The 
possibilities for a sustainable zero-carbon future 
are endless. It’s also extremely important that 
we have as many conversations as we can 
about climate change and the possibilities of 
a sustainable future. These conversations start 
right here in our community.”

“We all deserve to live on a safe, clean, 
and beautiful planet, and we also have a 
responsibility to protect it. So many people I know, 
and talk to, want action on climate change and 
support the solutions that are available to us. We 
are not powerless. Each one of us can make a 
difference, but together we can make change.”

Discussions throughout the evening centred 
around electrifying public transport, building 
more energy-efficient social housing for 
vulnerable families on long waiting lists and 
protecting remaining native vegetation in 
suburban areas.

Joondalup

Wednesday 18 November 2020
Currambine Community Centre
Guest speaker: Ella Rowlands Thompson

What made you come along to this event? What would you personally like to see happen  
on climate action and jobs in WA?

I want to know how we can transition to the future 
workforce; what that might mean for me and my 
kids too

We want to know more about what mandating 
compulsory green spaces could look like for other 
areas of our community e.g. retirement villages and 
aged care facilities

I was interested in hearing  what the rest of my 
community thinks

Localise our economy, invest in small business, 
local Aboriginal Tourism, and create WA jobs in 
manufacturing  

I am interested in clean energy initiatives and 
moving away from gas.

Address youth unemployment and underemployment 
through investment in upskilling opportunities for 
future ready jobs e.g. in renewable energy 

What’s something that stood out from  
the presentations?

Government to create and enact an ‘Emissions 
Reduction Plan’ 

New industries to replace old - investing in bees, not 
cutting down trees 

Less frugal government spending - we want a safe 
place for our kids to grow up in! 

Opportunities in the Blue Economy and the jobs that 
can be generated through marine restoration and 
carbon sequestration 

Social housing is part of the solution

There are practical  and comprehensive solutions 
available, all we need now is the political will 

Seagrass meadows need to be repaired and 
expanded 

More Aboriginal autonomy to care for Country and 
collaboration on climate solutions
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Locals from across the South West region met 
at the Bunbury Regional Entertainment Centre 
at the end of November to hear about the Jobs 
Plan, with many participants noting they were 
grateful for the opportunity to contribute to the 
conversation on local climate action. 

There were several attendees from the town of 
Collie who were particularly interested in Idea 21 
in the Clean State Jobs Plan which advocates 
for the adoption of Beyond Zero Emissions and 
the Climate Justice Union’s report Collie at the 
Crossroads - Planning a future beyond coal.

Wardandi Noongar Elder Lera Bennell opened the 
Roadshow and generously shared her knowledge 
of Noongar culture and the work being done for 
reconciliation in the region. 

Local scientist Stephanie Rowbottom presented 
the benefits of marine conservation projects. 
She shared her experiences working with coastal 
communities to preserve marine ecosystems 
and the benefits that restoration has on local 
economies and public health outcomes. 

Bunbury
Saturday 28 November 2020
Bunbury Regional Entertainment Centre

What made you come along to this event?

Opportunity for input into my community 

See what is happening currently and get reinspired 
to take action 

Interested in job opportunities that could be created 

Keen to influence decision makers with practical 
solutions 

Concern for climate change 

What’s something that stood out from  
the presentations?

Smart Soil 

Breadth of ideas: social housing, solar energy, the 
care economy and First Nations Tourism 

WA’s emissions have been rising since 2005 whilst 
other states have plateaued 

Gas is not a ‘clean’ energy source 

What would you personally like to see happen  
on climate action and jobs in WA?

Blue Carbon Economy, Bunbury sea floor carbon sink

South West renewables hub: Make Bunbury 100% 
renewable with profits being reinvested into our 
community 

More regenerative land practices (urban and 
regionally)

Less spending on roads and more on accessible 
public transport. Get more tourists from Perth 
coming down

Local government initiatives - we want to see 
community-owned and operated wind farms 

David Lewis Mackay then gave a presentation 
on soil health and the role that healthy soils play 
in a safe climate future. David is the co-founder 
of SmartSoil, an online support platform for 
farmers, helping to grow and scale regenerative 
agriculture. Participants soon shared David’s 
enthusiasm after learning that regenerating a 
soil’s microbiome is not just an effective method 
of sequestering carbon but also improves 
nutrient density, profitability for farmers, and 
biodiversity. 

An interactive group survey revealed that many 
in the room felt disempowered by the inadequate 
response of governments to address climate 
change. This influenced the following table 
discussions, with many interested in the creation 
of new community-led and owned initiatives 
leading to clean jobs. Bunbury residents were 
interested in seeing more accessible public 
transport to boost local tourism from Perth and 
reduce reliance on individually owned vehicles. 
The community also saw huge potential for a 
South West renewable energy hub and a carbon 
zero Bunbury in the near future. 

Guest speakers:  
Stephanie Rowbottom - Field Scientist, Blue Ventures 
David Lewis Mckay - Co-Founder of SmartSoil
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Dawesville is nestled between the Indian Ocean 
and the Peel Inlet making it a popular getaway 
destination with abundant wildlife and fishing. 
The Peel region’s population is growing with 
business development generating new jobs and 
opportunities for families.  

Theo Kearing, a Bindjareb Billyduck Noongar man 
from the Peel region welcomed participants to 
Country with a moving song and dance. There 
was a strong sense of community pride and 
optimism in the room for Dawesville to be a 
liveable city for years to come. One table said it 
best: “Climate action is our opportunity to solve 
multiple problems at once.”

Naydeene Edwards, a Ngoongooru Wadjari 
woman, and founder of ‘R U House Ready’ 
- an organisation assisting those facing 
homelessness - participated in the panel 
discussion with Barbara Sing, a local teacher 
and community volunteer. Both Naydeene and 
Barbara shared examples of local clean jobs 
and sustainability projects in the Peel region, 
including creating a repair industry, more jobs in 
regeneration, tourism business opportunities for 
Aboriginal people and new building requirements 
for sustainable housing. 

The evening was highly productive, with many 
bold ideas for the Peel region being championed, 
including local manufacturing of steel and other 
high-value products using renewable hydrogen.

Dawesville
Thursday 17 December 2020
Halls Head Parade Community Centre
Guest Speakers: 
Naydeene Edwards - R U House Ready  
Barbara Sing - Teacher, volunteer at  
Mandurah Dolphin Rescue and SeaBird Rescue  
Stephen King - Australian Insulation Foundation

What made you come along to this event? What would you personally like to see happen  
on climate action and jobs in WA?

I am passionate about jobs growth in the Peel region Creation of carbon sequestration jobs 

To stay informed about the latest developments of 
sustainability in WA

More training in renewable jobs e.g. hydrogen 
manufacturing 

Interested in the environmental and economic 
benefits of carbon sequestration No more gas projects 

Climate change is the most important issue of  
our time Local manufacturing of green metals 

I am really worried about the future for my children 
and grandchildren

Legislate compulsory insulation and solar power on 
all commercial and public buildings 

We all play a role in addressing climate change Grants for community repair cafes and tip shops 

Stop land clearing, cease logging, revegetate forest, 
plant more trees for carbon and urban cooling What’s something that stood out from  

the presentations?

Building 15,000 new social housing homes could save more than 80,000 tonnes of carbon pollution every year! 

Jobs created per $million invested - fossil fuel industries create far fewer jobs than low-carbon projects

Horrified that the WA Government is funding 900 diesel buses when they could invest in an all-electric fleet 
powered by renewables and save over 100,000 tonnes a year of carbon pollution

The value of WA’s old growth forests e.g. 1 tonne of Jarrah wood is worth about $300 compared to 1 tonne of 
Jarrah honey being $30,000



The City of Albany is on the southern tip of 
WA and is leading the way when it comes 
to homegrown climate solutions. Albany’s 
key industries include tourism, fishing, and 
agriculture, with a growing movement towards 
landcare and restoration. 

Menang Noongar Elder Mark Colbung welcomed 
participants to the Binalup (Middleton Beach) 
venue and shared stories about the important 
Aboriginal meeting places nearby. Some of the 
ideas the panel discussed included expanding 
science and clean technology opportunities for 
women, climate action projects already underway 
in the Great Southern like the Gondwana Link, 
clean job training programs and supporting 
resilient farming solutions in a drying climate.

Albany Guest speakers:  
Keith Bradby- Gondwana Link, WA LandCare Network 
Louise Duxbury - WA Landcare Network, Gondwana Link, Green 
Skills 
Wiebke Ebeling - Wave Energy Research Centre in Albany 
Christel Smit-Kroner - Doctors against Climate Change

What made you come along to this event?

Seeking answers - why has nothing happened when 
we’ve known about the issue for decades?

Was interested to hear how social housing can be a 
part of the solution to climate change 

I was impressed by the practical solutions outlined 
in the Clean State Jobs Plan 

Interested in creating regional energy and transport 
resilience 

What’s something that stood out from  
the presentations?

The practicality of the Clean Jobs Plan gave me a 
sense of hope

There is power in speaking about the opportunities 
of climate action, rather than doom and gloom 

What would you personally like to see happen  
on climate action and jobs in WA?

Electric Roads plan and have electric parking bays 
in more streets across town 

Integrated wave energy project

Upskilling locals and tradespeople to respond to 
impacts of climate change 

Listen to Indigenous Elders and communities 

More community involvement in planning the 
way forward, in partnership with government and 
corporations 

Investment in housing access - socially and 
environmentally sustainable 

Dr Wiebke Ebeling, Centre Manager at the Wave 
Energy Research Centre in Albany, said WA had 
vast potential in research and innovation in clean 
energy. “Let’s not just go big and fast but also 
bold and ambitious, and creating ‘smart’ jobs 
cannot be disadvantageous!” she said.

“The fact of the matter is we have developed a 
couple of renewable energy technologies to a 
point where we are content with their efficiency 
and cost-competitiveness, most notably 
solar and onshore wind. Australia also boasts 
an internationally envied resource in ocean 
renewable energy – of which wave energy 
alone has been calculated to equate to 11% of 
the country’s energy demand (the equivalent of 
Melbourne) if harnessed.”

Saturday 6 March 2021
Albany Surf Life Saving Club

Albany Roadshow  |  11



Midland is Perth’s east metropolitan centre 
and the gateway to the Swan Valley. The 
Midland townsite attracts city commuters from 
surrounding areas with small businesses and 
its arts precinct forming the cornerstone of its 
multicultural community.

The Midland Town Hall was full of passionate 
people with plenty of local climate action ideas. 
Urban forests, energy-efficient social housing, 
recycling centres, repair labs, community 
arts programs, Aboriginal place naming, 
more conservation jobs, LED street lights and 
big renewables to power our city with cheap 
energy were some of the projects discussed. 
Community decision-makers were in the room 
and participants were keen to continue the 
conversation with their local leaders.

Midland

Tuesday 20 April 2021
Midland Town Hall
Guest speakers:
Ellen Norrish and Jess Boyce –  
Swan Environmental Art Project  
Michelle White – Community Arts Network
Rob Phillips - Sustainable Energy Now

The Midland Roadshow highlighted the creative 
ways climate action can be taken. The arts and 
culture sector was identified as an important way 
to improve livelihoods and create new business 
opportunities for communities transitioning 
away from the fossil fuel industry. For example, 
participants connected with initiatives like 
Aboriginal place-naming and the Swan 
Environmental Art Project as ways to connect 
their community, educate young people and 
promote innovation.

Guest panellist Michelle White from the 
Community Arts Network said: “It was great to 
see so many local people interested and actively 
engaging in conversations around clean energy, 
and there was a genuine interest in supporting 
First Nations recognition and culture.”
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What made you come along to this event? What’s something that stood out from  
the presentations?

What would you personally like to see happen  
on climate action and jobs in WA?

Clear link made between jobs and a cleaner future Jobs per investment figures were compelling “Green collar” workforce 

I wanted to find out about opportunities for young 
people to make a healthy living while contributing to 
the protection of the planet 

Carbon credit projects can generate jobs in 
conservation

Transparency in political donations; real time 
disclosure 

I am a local councillor Recognising the value of forests and seagrass for 
tourism Noongar Boodja Place Name project 

Wanted to get inspiration for my business and hear 
how we can be more sustainable Return on investment of community arts program Greater investment in clean energy e.g. renewable 

energy power plant at Midland Gate 

I want to see urgent action on climate change The importance of closing the gap and working 
alongside First Nations people 

A timeline for closing down coal and gas and 
transition plan for workers and communities 

I wanted to hear about positive plans for the future This provided me with some points to discuss with 
people not interested in climate action Safer bike trails to encourage more bikes and less cars 

Easier than reading a big, long report WA to become renewable energy leader with an 
ambitious  200%+ target 

I wanted to know what other community members 
think and feel 

Interested in future industry opportunities in WA 

 “It was great to see so many local people 
interested and actively engaging in 
conversations around clean energy,  
and there was a genuine interest in supporting 
First Nations recognition and culture.”
Michelle White – Community Arts Network
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Geraldton is a coastal port city in WA’s 
midwest known for its incredible solar and wind 
resources, making it an important area for WA’s 
emerging clean energy economy. The Midwest 
is also one of WA’s key regions for agriculture, 
mining and conservation, and an ideal location 
to trial many of the climate action ideas 
identified in the Clean State Jobs Plan. Bushfires 
and the devastation of cyclone Seroja in 
neighbouring towns have increased the urgency 
for residents wanting to put ideas into action.

Five local panellists shared their vision for Greater 
Geraldton. Louisa Birdibirdi-Naparngarti Edwards 
began the discussion, sharing her experiences 
as a Southern Yamatji Nations woman and 
advocating for Aboriginal community leaders 
to be involved in decision-making and plans for 
the future. School students Lucy and Ahalya from 
the Geraldton Youth Regeneration Organisation 

Geraldton
Saturday 22 May 2021
QEII Seniors and Community Centre
Guest speakers: 
Louisa Birdibirdi-Naparngarti Edwards  
-Southern Yamatji Nations woman
Lara Sampson and Hamish Maclean  
– Midwest Carbon Zero
Stephen King  
- Australian Insulation Foundation
Lucy and Ahalya  
- Geraldton Youth Regeneration Organisation (GYRO) 

Guest speaker Stephen King, from the 
Australian Insulation Foundation joined 
the Geraldton leg of the Roadshow with 
a bold vision to make the city the first in 
Australia to insulate all its social housing 
as the first step before powering these 
homes with renewable energy. As a 
demonstration of his vision, Stephen spent 
two long days insulating the homes of two 
social housing tenants for free. 

During the panel discussions, Stephen said: 
“Community members may be surprised to 
learn how big an impact home insulation 
can have on reducing carbon emissions.”

“Our charity is on a mission to provide 
free thermal ceiling insulation for all 
social housing tenants across WA. We are 
in Geraldton as part of the Clean Jobs 
Roadshow to provide two tenants with our 
free service.”

“Thermal insulation saves on heating and 
cooling costs, and everyone deserves to live 
in a healthy home. If we don’t act now and 
make a change, then where does the next 
generation end up?”

shared the local sustainability projects they 
have kickstarted in Geraldton, including roadside 
cleanups and volunteering at community 
gardens. Lara Sampson and Hamish Maclean 
from Midwest Carbon Zero shared how the 
students had inspired them to get active on 
climate action and acknowledged the City of 
Geraldton’s climate emergency declaration was 
an important first step towards serious action.

Participants had a wide range of ideas and skills 
to make the sustainable transformation WA 
needs. Renewable hydrogen powering mining 
and manufacturing, recycling materials and 
remanufacturing products, making the most 
of emerging conservation and restoration 
projects on the Abrolhos Islands and throughout 
the Midwest, electrifying public transport and 
planting more trees to make the city shadier, 
were just a handful of the many ideas discussed.

“Community members may be surprised to 
learn how big an impact home insulation can 
have on reducing carbon emissions.
Stephen King – Australian Insulation Foundation
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What would you personally like to see happen  
on climate action and jobs in WA?

Recycling plan for the Midwest 

Investment  in the Blue Carbon Economy

Restoring seagrass vegetation 

Increased citizen science opportunities

Capitalising on the abundant free energy we have 
here in WA: sun and wind 

Electric vehicle hubs 

Use of hydrogen to power long-haul transport 
vehicles 

Rewire and repurpose existing infrastructure 

Change how we talk about climate change - 
opportunities instead of problems 

Fund renewables not gas 

No bicycle paths in and around Geraldton 

Protect Beekeepers Reserve from fracking

Bullet train from Geraldton to Perth 

Community solar batteries 

Ban black roofing. They should be light and reflective 
so not to absorb heat 
Improve mine rehabilitation in WA. Mines should be 
restored to gold standard 

What made you come along to this event? What’s something that stood out from  
the presentations?

I’m deadly against the fracking Forests as tourism opportunity rather than logging 

Involved in sustainability education Presents clear arguments for action on climate 
change 

Concerned about gas fields and fracking in 
Geraldton 

Contrary story from the fear-based one we usually 
hear from media 

Interested in different solutions to the climate issue We can turn this around!

Applying for tertiary education soon and want to 
hear about clean job opportunities First Nations issues in Geraldton 

Frustrated by regional/metro divide when it comes 
to the issue of climate Youth-led change right here in Geraldton 

I want a clean job! We can get things done! Stephen is making things 
happen through his own business 

Word of mouth 
A great amount of thought and consideration for the 
local area 

I am an MP Economic benefits of cycling infrastructure
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Building on the learnings of the Clean Jobs Roadshow, Clean State makes 
the following recommendations that will help communities achieve impact 
and scale and WA to achieve its climate goals:

1.  Set up a $20m annual fund to support 
community action that addresses the 
impacts of climate change. 

Supporting climate action initiatives delivered by 
community organisations and local governments 
is one of the most effective investments that 
can be made in reducing carbon pollution 
and creating clean jobs. Typically, competitive 
grants and funding programs leverage an 
additional $1-4 for every dollar that is invested. It 
is recommended that a new Community Climate 
Action Grants program is created by the WA 
State Government with four tiers of funding:

•  Community climate action micro-grants  
– providing small grants to catalyse 
community-based action to cut pollution.

•  Community climate action enabler grants 
– larger grants for more significant initiatives. 
Examples of projects could include purchasing 
solar panels for sporting clubs and schools, 
installing electric vehicle charging facilities, 
community batteries, phasing out gas in 
buildings, car-sharing initiatives, waste and 
recycling initiatives and many others.

•  Local Government climate action grants 
– dedicated grants for Local Government 
organisations to develop more comprehensive 
low-carbon schemes.

Recommendations

2.  Establish a ‘rolling fund’ to support climate 
action investments with a payback of less 
than five years. 

Rolling funds are a way to achieve a very 
significant impact with a modest amount of 
capital, through offering low or zero-interest 
loans to support capital expenses on initiatives 
that have a payback time of less than five 
years. Typically a revolving fund would support 
initiatives such as solar panels, energy efficiency 
retrofits or other projects that cut costs while also 
creating jobs and reducing pollution. Such grants 
could be made available to community groups, 
local governments and businesses that may be 
willing to make investments but lack the access 
to capital to do so. 

3.  Engage community stakeholders in climate 
policy development and implementation

While there is a huge amount of activity 
occurring to reduce carbon emissions, efforts 
are uncoordinated, inefficient and not always 
aligned to WA’s strategic goals. If the State 
Government led structured forums into which 
local government, SMEs and community 
groups could contribute, policy would be more 
targeted to local needs. It is recommended that 
the Department of Water and Environmental 
Regulation (DWER) be responsible for facilitating 
a WA Climate Practitioners Resource Network, 
bringing together stakeholders, sharing 
knowledge, policy updates and news.

4.  Establish a one-stop-shop for climate action 
and clean jobs

Current services, information and support is 
delivered by multiple departments including 
the Department of Jobs, Regional Development 
Commissions, Local Government and other 
agencies. The creation of a ‘one stop shop’ would 
streamline information and tools that community 
groups and businesses need to access. A 
dedicated State Government webpage or portal 
would contain information on funding, policies, 
training and events as well as case studies and 
initiatives others can learn from.
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With thanks
Thank you to every participant, volunteer and community that participated in the Clean 
Jobs Roadshow and contributed to this report. Special thanks to all the volunteers who 
collated participant responses for this report.  

Thank you to Lotterywest, which is a major supporter of this community engagement 
program. LotteryWest is unique – it remains the only lottery in Australia which is State 
Government-owned and operated, with a majority of money spent on tickets going back 
to the people of WA through prizes and grants to support wonderful events like these.



The Clean Jobs Roadshow was a 
series of community forums held 
between August 2020 and May 2021 
by partners Conservation Council 
of WA and Clean State with support 
from Lotterywest. 
Through this initiative, Western Australian 
communities in both regional and 
metropolitan areas were brought together 
to discuss and workshop ideas that can 
generate jobs and new businesses for a 
clean and sustainable WA. Roadshow stops 
included the regional cities of Bunbury, 
Albany and Geraldton, and the Perth 
metropolitan centres of Mount Lawley, 
Scarborough, Joondalup, Dawesville and 
Midland. We aim to reach more WA towns 
in the near future.
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