
North West Shelf Extension

Make the most of your 
Appeals Convenor meeting





What are the North West Shelf 
Appeals?

WA Environmental Protection Authority (EPA) released a report, 
recommending the North West Shelf (NWS) gas facility be allowed to 
extend its life until 2070.

Appeals on this report closed in July 2022.

This is different to:

Nov 2022 - Public comment period for the Federal Government’s 
reconsideration of 18 new coal and gas projects in Australia, including 
the NWS extension



Timeline 

● Nov 2018: Woodside applies to extend the life of the NWS until 2070

● June 30, 2022: WA’s EPA released its report and (lack of) 
recommended conditions, recommending the extension be approved 

● The WA EPA’s report was open to public appeals for 3 weeks until 
21 July 2022

● Oct 31: Appeals Convenor emailed that there will be an update on 
appeals before Christmas (Dec 25)





● Oldest gas processing facility in 
Australia (1980s)

● If extension is approved, will 
pump out more than 4.6 billion 
tonnes of emissions

● Important for fossil fuel industry 
plans to open up new gas 
(Scarborough, Browse and 
fracking in the Kimberley)
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Disclaimer: The content provided today is legal information and does not 
replace the need for professional legal advice in individual cases. To request 
further assistance please visit our website.

www.edo.org.au

While every effort has been made to ensure the information is accurate, the 
EDO does not accept any responsibility for any loss or damage resulting from 
any error in this content or use of this work.

http://www.edo.org.au




What is a Part VII appeal?

● Appeal of the EPA Report recommending the Minister approve the 
NWS Extension project.

● Opportunity to challenge the EPA decision on basis of its merit.

● Provides an opportunity to participate in decision-making, improve 
environmental administration, provide additional expertise, and 
ensure accountability.



Who is the Appeals Convenor?

● Appeals are generally investigated and overseen by the Office of the 
Appeals Convenor, an independent statutory office making 
recommendations to the Minister on determination of the appeal.

● Generally, the Appeals Convenor can conduct inquiries in whatever 
manner they consider appropriate–subject to procedural fairness 
requirements.

● The Appeals Convenor is not a judge.



● Appeal is dismissed - original EPA Report stands;

● Appeal is upheld. Remedies can include:
○ That EPA assess the proposal more fully and/or more publicly, and produce 

a new report;
○ Changing the conditions that would have applied to the decision, including 

inserting new conditions.

● The Minister cannot make a decision on the appeal that the NWS Extension be 
denied.

Possible Appeal Outcomes



● At minimum:

○ The right to be heard/ make submissions (i.e., to have your say);

○ The right to know to what Woodside and the EPA say about your appeal, and to 
respond to that;

○ Advance notice of any hearing date or deadline for submissions.

● Ask the Office of the Appeals Convenor for clarification if you don’t understand what 
is happening, what to expect or what you need to do!

Your Rights in the Appeals Process



● Appointment of an Appeals Panel with at least;
○ a climate scientist;
○ an air quality expert;
○ a marine biologist; and
○ a gas facility design expert

   This will make sure the Appeals Convenor has expert input on the appeal.

● An explanation of how the appeal process will work, and advance notice of deadlines.

● That all appeal documents be put online;
○ This will mean you can see the arguments being made.

● Public hearings, not secret meetings with the appellant and separate, secret meetings with the 
EPA/Woodside.
○ There is extensive public interest in this appeal, and transparency is important for public 

trust in the system.

● Opportunity to respond to the draft Appeal Report.

Options for Appeal Investigation



More Information
● EDO has a detailed fact sheet available here:

https://www.edo.org.au/wp-content/uploads/2022/02/200508-Publi

c-Merits-Review.pdf





Join our Volunteer Team!


