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Dear Premier, 

 

Re: Concerns about the State Development Bill  

 

We are writing to you to voice some deep concerns that we have regarding the State Development 

Bill that is due to come before the Legislative Council soon. This Bill has the potential to modify key 

legislation in the state in a way that has the very real potential to lead to poor environmental 

outcomes in Western Australia.  

   

The environment movement understands the need for a just and rapid energy transition. In fact, a 

recent report, Power Shift: WA’s Electrified Future, released by Greenpeace on keeping WA’s 

emissions aligned with our obligations on a 1.5 degree aligned economy, demonstrates the scale of 

the challenges and opportunities that we face. We need a strong and clear set of nature protections 

in this state so that we can confidently back the projects that need to happen without making 

untenable compromises on our environment. 

  

Often, we see conversations framed around deregulation and ‘green’ or ‘red’ tape. What is missing 

from the conversation is a true account of the crisis nature is in, in this state. The Pilbara, one of the 

most prosperous regions in the country, has not been developed without a cost. Alcoa’s impact on 

our Northern Jarrah Forest is not acceptable when it supports so many precious flora and fauna, 

and is itself on the edge of being functionally extinct due to climate change. As a movement, we 

have worked to elevate our concerns for nature so that they could be accounted for in the planning 

of future projects in WA. In your media release dated 8 September 2025 it says: 

 

“The Bill is a key response to discussions at the Trade and Economic Resilience  

roundtable convened by the Premier in May this year. It builds upon the government's recent 

commitment to establish a WA Productivity Commission, as well as the nation-leading planning and 

environmental approvals reforms delivered during the last term of government”.  

  

What we haven’t seen is an environmental roundtable to have meaningful input from across the 

sector into crucial reforms. In fact, the reforms to nature in the last term were brought in without 

proper consultation and have had a negative impact on our natural environment. 

   

In its current form, the government is handing extraordinary powers not only to itself, but to 

whatever future government might be in power. There are currently no guardrails, no limits, no 

requirements for merit or public consultation, and a significant bestowal of power into one ministry 

through this Bill.  
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We respectfully request that the Bill is withdrawn in its current form and there is 

proper, deep consultation with the environment movement to ensure the Bill has our 

considerations on the record. It would be preferable that the Bill is withdrawn entirely, and the 

problems in the legislation across the board are reviewed and tackled to ensure a robust and strong 

set of laws in WA. Given the broad support for the underlying idea from the parliament, not the 

people, we would like some meaningful consultation.  

   

We, the undersigned, look forward to your response.  

 

Yours sincerely, 

 

Matt Roberts | Executive Director Conservation Council of WA 

 

Dr Richard Yin Conservation Council of WA 

Tim Frodsham Appropriate Technology International 

Angela Rossen Artist and Biodiversity Educator 

Serena Fletcher Australian Marine Conservation Society 

Eddy Wajon Australian Native Plants Society Australia 

Craig Sisson Busselton Dunsborough Environment Centre  

Louis De Villiers Citizens' Climate Lobby 

Gavin Waugh City of Melville Shadow Council 

Sally Marsh Cockburn Community Wildlife Corridor Inc 

Catherine Dixon Dayton Residents Group  

Bart Lebbing Denmark Environment Centre Inc 

Joe Dortch Dortch Cuthbert 

Tahnee Moore Education  

Rosanna Hindmarsh Ellen Brockman Integrated Catchment Group Inc 

Brenda Wilkinson EnviroBren 

Andrew Kieran Everything A.O.K 

Susan Swain Friends of Australian Rock Art 

Ashe Murray Friends of Coolbinia Bushland 

Delia Hendrie Friends of Lake Claremont 

Leonie Stubbs Friends of Paganoni Swamp  

Lynn Deering Friends of Woodbridge Bushlands  

Steph B Green Skills Inc 

Robert Cass Jacaranda Hill Farm  

James Garbutt James Garbutt Massage Therapy 

Vanessa Seebeck Kanyana Wildlife  

Megan Loneragan Landcare WA & Blackwood Environment Society 

Dr Carole Peters Margaret River Regional Environment Centre & WA Forest Alliance 

Helen Clifton Naturalist Club WA 

Dr Ann Ward Nature Conservation Margaret River Region 

Bruce Derkenne Peel Environment Protection Alliance Inc 

Dr Jean Foster Salisbury Medical Group 

Dr Robin Harvey Save Burswood Park Alliance 



   

 

Conservation Council of WA   |   Protecting nature since 1967.  3 

Dr Stefan Eberhard Save the Nullarbor Inc 

Andrea O'Brien South West Environment Centre Inc 

Ian Porter Sustainable Energy Now 

Steve Gates Sustainable Energy Now 

Dr Judith Odgaard Sustainable Population Australia 

Margaret Matassa Swan Estuary Reserves Action Group Inc 

Reem El-Naji Terra Rosa 

Piper Rollins The Australian Conservation Foundation 

Alice Clark The Wilderness Society 

Alyx Douglas The Wilderness Society 

Nicholas Doyle The Wilderness Society  

Desrae Clarke Toodyay Naturalists' Club Inc 

Kate Herren Trillion Trees 

Dr Alison Ritchie University of Western Australia 

Christine Richardson Urban Bushland Council WA Inc 

Jo Bussell Urban Revolution 

Joy Chew University of Western Australia 

Jessica Boyce WA Forest Alliance 

Linda Silvester WA Wildlife Opshop  

Mary Gray OAM Wildflower Society of WA & Urban Bushland Council WA Inc 

Deborah Walker Wildflower Society of WA and Birdlife Australia 

Roger Harington Wildflower Society of WA Inc 

Dr Sally Knowles Writing Away WA 

Claire Brittain OAM 

Assoc Prof Jonathan W Marshall 

Dr Catherine Spaggiari 

Dr Craig Chappelle 

Dr Eileen Whitehead 

Dr Gregory Taylor 

Dr Jane Hutchison 

Dr Jean Ralston 

Dr Jill H Rowbottom 

Dr John Wray 

Dr Katharine Wilson 

Dr Kerry Smith 

Dr Lauren Hawkins 

Dr Maryellen Yencken 

Dr Sally Paulin 

Dr Sharon Matthews 

Dr Teresa Meyer 

Dr Tony Start 

Abby D'Cruz 

Adam Peck 

Adrian Price 

Alan Compton 
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Alison Bullock 

Alison Bunker 

Alison Collins 

Alli Magee 

Allyson Kundid 

Amity James 

Andrew McLean 

Angela Tillier 

Anke Seidlitz 

Anna Huband 

Anne Courtney 

Anne Jones 

Anne-Marie Denny 

Arlene Quinn 

Ashleigh Murch 

Barb Thayne 

Barbara Dundas 

Barry Hutchinson 

Belinda Gibson 

Belinda O'brien 

Bianca Greyvenstein 

Brenden Metcalf 

Brett Loney 

Brian Mollan 

Bronwyn David 

Carolyn Bloye 

Carolyn Grayson 

Cassandra Eva 

Cathy Blanchflower 

Cathy Levett 

Catriona Della Martina 

Ceri Kitely 

Chelsea Hopkins-Allan 

Cheryl Lohr 

Cheryl Rogers 

Cheyne Brinkworth 

Chris Stone 

Christine Thomson 

Christo Swart 

Claudia Mueller 

Connor Brown 

Craig Butt 

Cristina Garcia Yelo 

Cyril Yarran 

Daniel Bromley 

Daniele Prongue 
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David Wake 

Dawn Barrington 

Deborah Leitch 

Denelle Kennedy 

Denise Murray 

Diana Corbyn 

Donna Chapman 

Edward Marynowicz 

Edward Scroop 

Elizabeth Jack 

Elizabeth McDonagh 

Erica Dearle 

Erica Stokes 

Eva Hart 

Fiona Stuart 

Franc Koning 

Gary Collinson 

Genette Keating 

George Crisp 

George Maddox 

Glenda Rufus 

Glenn Cook 

Gordon Leslie 

Gordon Scantlebury 

Greta Carroll 

Hannah Mason 

Hans Lambers 

Hazel Bradley 

Heather Sanders Sanders 

Heidi Hardisty 

Heidi Sanders 

Heidy Verweij 

Helen Shanks 

Hermione Hickling 

Hilary Heptinstall 

Ian Hackett 

Ian Kruger 

Inessa Dwyer 

Ingrid Mulder 

Irene Jehnich 

Isabelle Greenfield 

Ivana Scaife 

Ivy Litis 

Jack Moore 

Jaden Elphick 

Jane Cousins 
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Jane Rowett 

Janette Frazer 

Jason Wynhorst 

Jean Le Quesne 

Jean-Paul Orsini 

Jen Fraser 

Jennifer Gates 

Jennifer Hole 

Jenny Hart 

Jess McNamara 

Jessica Ferguson 

Jesz Fleming 

Jim Stone 

Joan C Scott 

Joel Hodgson 

John Foote 

John Waite 

Jolanda Keeble 

Joy Mcgilvray 

Joyce Erceg 

Judith Herring 

Julie & Desmond Croasdale 

Julie Robinson 

Karen Dugmore 

Karen Porter 

Karen Raubenheimer 

Karen Webster 

Karena Joyce 

Kate Trainor 

Kathryn Melbourne 

Katy Evans 

Kaye McGuiness 

Ken Helsby 

Kenneth Bryant 

Kerry Love 

Kerry Pike 

Kerry Rowe 

Kim Dravnieks 

Kurt Miller 

Kylie McKay 

Kylie Olney 

Laura Bavin 

Lee Katavatis 

Leslie Harrison 

Liam Lilly 

Liam Poole 
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Linda Silvester 

Linda Simonis 

Linda Thomas 

Linda Thomson 

Lisa Cockman 

Lisa Reynolds 

Lisa Zanderigo 

Lorien Watts 

Lorraine Egan 

Louise McKenna 

Louise Stelfox 

Lucy Maddox 

Lucy Worgan 

Lyn Campbell 

Lyn Osborne 

Lynette De Jong 

Lynette Francis 

M Goria 

M Insley 

Madelaine Fisher 

Malcolm John McBain 

Malcolm Murray 

Margaret Moir 

Margaret Owen 

Margaret White 

Margaret Wilson 

Marie Ryan 

Marie Yearwood 

Marina Zivkovich 

Marjorie Lewis 

Mark Hackleton 

Mark Lissiman 

Matt Sivyer 

Matthew Ryan 

Matthew Sleet 

May Carter 

Melissa Arber 

Melville Davies 

Michael Dowling 

Michael Peel 

Michelle Newland 

Miguel Pez 

Miranda Fontaine 

Murray Grey 

Myles Harmer 

Nathan Lissiman 
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Nicholas Smith 

Oliver Walsh 

Owen Kinsey 

Pamela Grimes 

Pamela Riordan 

Parker H 

Pathika Jones 

Patrick Cullen 

Paul Coster 

Paul Desmond 

Paul Dwyer 

Paula Dugmore 

Paula Samson 

Pete Dingey 

Peter Bell 

Peter Caron 

Peter Day 

Peter Griffin 

Petrusia Michie 

Prof Ray Wills 

Rae Kolb 

Richard Camilleri 

Richard Gaynor 

Rob Bygott 

Robert Atkins 

Robert Sharpe 

Robert Stevens 

Robyn Kerr 

Robyn Smith 

Robyn Walsh 

Rod Schoneveld 

Ruth Kendall 

Samantha Jasmin 

Samuel Stewart 

Sarah Pozzi 

Selena Ward 

Shannon Wilson 

Sharon Davies 

Sharon Powell 

Simon Binder 

Simon McGrath 

Simon Robin 

Simone Disney 

Sonya Elek 

Sophia Lark 

Sophie Jauffret 
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Stephen Yuen 

Steve Parin 

Steve Winfield 

Stewart Godden 

Susan Atkins 

Susan Hayes 

Susan Waddell 

Susann Lohse 

Suzanne Hillier 

Suzanne Nikoletti 

Suzi Cooper 

Tamara Dowse 

Tania McMurtrie 

Tania Nicholl 

Tanyia Maxted 

Toni Collinge 

Tracy McLaren 

Tracy Skippings 

Tricia Edwards 

Tricia O'Reilly 

Tristram Davies 

Uralla Pedeo 

Ushii Evans 

Valerie Bewick 

Valerie Hack 

Vikki Viela 

Vivienne Glance 

Warrick Gates 

Warwick Boardman 

Wayne Dawkins 

Wayne Dierden 

Wendy Morris 

Wendy Watson 

Wesley Huber 

Wess Von Hooton 

Yvonne Blyth 

Zac Hardisty 

Zena Williams 

Zoe Webber 
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