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Document Purpose: This document intends to summarise key information about Santos
proposed exploration drilling off the northwest coast of WA. Itis designed for eNGOs,
campaigners, organisations, and engaged community members who want to make a
submission during NOPSEMA'’s public comment period (closes January 8th, 2026).

Project: Proponent: Santos WA Northwest Pty Ltd
Project Name: Bedout Multi-Well Exploration and Appraisal Drilling
Permits: WA-541-P, WA-435-P and WA-436-P

Location: Bedout Basin. The closest Operational Area (OA) to the WA mainland -
Mestrel/Bancroft —is approx. 123 km north of Port Hedland. The closest OA to an AMP - Ara-is
approx. 40 km south of Rowley Shoals Marine Park. (see Map 1 below). Santos has not
identified final drilling locations and is seeking approval to drill anywhere within the Operational
Areas.

Activity Summary: Santos proposes to drill up to seven (7) exploration and/or appraisal wells in
the Commonwealth waters within the Bedout Basin, across four Operational Areas (OA). The EP
covers well drilling, evaluation, testing and abandonment, with wells expected to be 3,000-
6,000 m deep, pending seafloor geology.

Planned Dates: between Q2 2026 and Q2 2031
Please note this summary is not exhaustive of all information contained in the Santos

Bedout EP. See full EP here.

Why this proposal matters:

This proposal represents a significant escalation of offshore gas exploration in waters adjacent
to internationally significant marine ecosystems. Approval would expose World Heritage-listed
areas, threatened species and vulnerable fisheries to unacceptable environmental risk, while
locking in new fossil fuel development incompatible with Australia’s climate commitments. For
these reasons, we encourage all concerned parties to engage in NOPSEMA'’s public
submissions period.

Key Environmental Concerns

In making a submission, you can refer to the following key environmental concerns:


https://docs.nopsema.gov.au/A1289393

Oil/hydrocarbon spills: Exploration drilling presents a high risk of blowouts. The
proposal therefore poses unacceptable risks of oil spills which could impact a vast area
of Western Australia’s oceans, reefs, marine life and coastlines. Of high importance is
the number of World Heritage Areas, and areas of high environmental, biological,
cultural and economic significance for West Australians within the proposals
‘environment that may be affected’ (EMBA). (see Map 2, see List 1: Protected areas
within Santos Bedout EMBA, List 2: Fisheries within Santos Bedout OAs and EMBA, List
3: Protected Species within EMBA)

Seismic activity: The proposal includes vertical seismic profiling of wells. This activity
uses loud blasts from an airgun fired close to the ocean surface towards receivers at
vertical points down well shafts, to map the geological profile of the seafloor. Loud
blasts of 160 dB will continue every few seconds for 18 hours, each time a survey is
conducted. Sound (particularly low frequency sounds like whale song or seismic blasts)
travels much further underwater than in the air.

Noise from seismic surveys is known to impact the behaviour, migration, feeding and
communication of marine animals within the vicinity of the airgun blasts. The proposal
is of particular concern for species at the Rowley Shoals Marine Park, which is just
40kms from the nearest OA.

Pollution from industrial light, noise and discharge: the proposal has the potential to
impact offshore, near shore, and onshore environments, including, coral reefs,
seagrass communities and mangroves. These impacts include:

o industrial noise from drilling, blasting and vessels causing physical and
behavioural changes to marine fauna;

o artificial light attracting and disorienting seabirds, leading to changesin
behaviour (e.g. circling around light sources or disrupted foraging), as well as
potential injury or mortality near the light

o otherthreats, including vessel collisions with marine fauna

Data gaps exist for impacts on affected species, potentially resulting in the downplaying
of impacts or under-estimation of risk.

The area also contains other oil and gas proposals, which could produce cumulative
impacts to the environment.

Climate Impacts: According to the International Energy Agency, there can be no new
gas projects if the world is to reach 1.5-degree warming targets set by the Paris
Agreement. Fossil fuel proliferation risks endangering the world’s climate and delaying
the transition to renewables. Australia's gas export industry is a major contributor to
global emissions and should not be expanded. Any new oil and gas exploration is
therefore unnecessary and poses unacceptable climate risks.


https://conswa.sharepoint.com/:w:/g/IQAuINoomkFsS4P_6h4rFMELASUDW1R4l9ne7YKmvJ_voyY?e=NhHeaX&nav=eyJoIjoiOTUyMDUyNjk1In0
https://conswa.sharepoint.com/:w:/g/IQAuINoomkFsS4P_6h4rFMELASUDW1R4l9ne7YKmvJ_voyY?e=GQPlFI&nav=eyJoIjoiNDEwODEwNTM1In0%3D
https://conswa.sharepoint.com/:w:/g/IQAuINoomkFsS4P_6h4rFMELASUDW1R4l9ne7YKmvJ_voyY?e=US752w&nav=eyJoIjoiMTA2NTc5NTcwIn0
https://conswa.sharepoint.com/:w:/g/IQAuINoomkFsS4P_6h4rFMELASUDW1R4l9ne7YKmvJ_voyY?e=kldKpj&nav=eyJoIjoiMTMyOTQ1OTU1NSJ9
https://conswa.sharepoint.com/:w:/g/IQAuINoomkFsS4P_6h4rFMELASUDW1R4l9ne7YKmvJ_voyY?e=kldKpj&nav=eyJoIjoiMTMyOTQ1OTU1NSJ9

Map 1: Santos Bedout EP Location Map
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Map 2: Santos Bedout EP Map of State Marine Parks within EMBA
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List 1: Protected areas within Santos Bedout EMBA:
World Heritage Areas within EMBA:

Shark Bay, The Ningaloo Coast, Murujuga Coastal Landscape
National Heritage Listed Places within EMBA:

Dampier Archipelago (including Burrup Peninsula), Shark Bay, Western Australia, The Ningaloo
Coast

Commonwealth Heritage Listed Places within EMBA:

Mermaid Reef-Rowley Shoals, Ningaloo Marine Area - Commonwealth Waters, Scott Reef and
Surrounds - Commonwealth Area

Australian Marine Parks within the EMBA:

Argo-Rowley Terrace AMP, Dampier AMP, Eighty Mile Beach AMP, Gascoyne AMP, Kimberley
AMP, Mermaid Reef AMP, Montebello AMP, Ningaloo AMP, Shark Bay AMP

State Marine Parks, Management Areas and Reserves within the EMBA:

Barrow Island Marine Management Area, Barrow Island MP, Eighty Mile Beach MP, Great Sandy
Island Nature Reserve, Montebello Islands Conservation Park, Montebello Islands MP, Muiron
Islands Marine Management Area, Ningaloo MP, Rocky Island Nature Reserve, Rowley Shoals
MP, Scott Reef Nature Reserve, Thevenard Island Nature Reserve, Bedout Island (A-class
nature reserve)

List 2: Fisheries within Santos Bedout OAs and EMBA

A number of fisheries are located within the proposals OA and EMBA, including fisheries for
economically important species in WA such as Western Rock Lobster, scallops, abalone and
prawns.

Demersal Scalefish Fisheries, which have recently been closed due to severe stock depletion
threatening population collapse, also overlap both the OA and EMBA. Demersal species
include pink snapper, red emperor, baldchin groper and iconic WA dhufish. The live, spawn and
feed on or just above sediments on the seafloor.

List 3: Protected Species within EMBA
Whale sharks (VU): migrate and forage through the EMBA, and migrate adjacent to OA

White shark (VU): Foraging, feeding or related behaviour known to occur within EMBA
Northern River Shark (EN): Species or species habitat may occur within EMBA
Blue Whales (EN): migrate and forage within EMBA, migrate adjacent to OA

Humpback whales: migrate through EMBA, adjacent to OA



Southern Right Whales (EN): migrate through EMBA

Fin and sei whales (both VU): Foraging, feeding or related behaviour occur within EMBA
Loggerhead turtles (EN): nesting and breeding sites within EMBA

Leatherback(EN): Foraging, feeding or related behaviour known to occur within EMBA
Green turtles (VU) and hawksbill turtles (VU): nest, breed and forage within EMBA
Flatback turtles (VU): nest, breed forage

Dusky Sea Snake (EN): habitat within EMBA

Short nosed seasnake and Leaf-scaled seasnake (CR): habitat within EMBA

Seabirds and shorebirds: numerous species of critically endangered, endangered and
vulnerable seabirds use the OA and EMBA for breeding, feeding, foraging, habitat or migration.
Specifically, the proposals OA directly overlaps the reproduction areas of the endemic white-
tailed tropicbird and lesser frigatebird and resting sites for the little tern.

The OAs are directly adjacent to the reproduction areas of the wedgetailed shearwater, and
brown booby.

Conservation Status: VU - Vulnerable, EN- endangered, CR - critically endangered

To make a submission:

1. Visit https://consultation.nopsema.gov.au/environment-
division/8612/consultation/subpage.2019-02-28.4679193405/

2. Submityour comment or attach submission as a PDF.

3. Public comment period closes January 8, 2026.



https://consultation.nopsema.gov.au/environment-division/8612/consultation/subpage.2019-02-28.4679193405/
https://consultation.nopsema.gov.au/environment-division/8612/consultation/subpage.2019-02-28.4679193405/
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