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00:00:08.280 --> 00:00:13.840
<v SPEAKER_1>Hello again, and welcome to another episode of Defence 
Deconstructed on The CGAI Podcast Network.

00:00:13.840 --> 00:00:21.160
<v SPEAKER_1>In this episode, we make available a webinar recorded in 
April of 2025 on the Multinational Brigade in Latvia.

00:00:21.160 --> 00:00:34.200
<v SPEAKER_1>With Andrew Rasiulis, Chris Shapardanov, Alexandra 
Richards, Robert Baines, and Chris Kilford, we navigate each of their 
travels and experiences to Latvia in 2022 and more recently in 2025.

00:00:34.200 --> 00:00:39.720
<v SPEAKER_1>We highlight Canadian activity and operations at the 
Brigade, as well as their personal takeaways.

00:00:39.720 --> 00:00:44.160
<v SPEAKER_1>This episode was made possible due to the NATO Public 
Diplomacy Grant.

00:00:47.460 --> 00:00:53.540
<v SPEAKER_2>Very happy to have joined with colleagues on screen here, 
including Robert Baines from the NATO Association of Canada.

00:00:53.860 --> 00:00:57.680
<v SPEAKER_2>We're happy to have worked together to get this going.

00:00:58.780 --> 00:01:03.900
<v SPEAKER_2>Looking to have a conversation here about Canada's 
participation in Eastern Europe.

00:01:04.580 --> 00:01:15.220
<v SPEAKER_2>Our panellists here have all at one time or another, most 
of them at the same time just recently, been over to visit firsthand 
the Canadians working at Camp Pazari in Latvia.

00:01:15.220 --> 00:01:29.000
<v SPEAKER_2>And then today through the cooperation of the Department 
of National Defence, Public Affairs team had helped put a lot of those 
people on the trip, including Robert who went earlier, Chris who went 
earlier and more recently.

00:01:29.000 --> 00:01:33.600
<v SPEAKER_2>Thank them for the support and helping get us more 
informed on these issues.

00:01:33.680 --> 00:01:44.320



<v SPEAKER_2>And our thanks to the NATO Public Policy Division, 
helping us support this discussion today through a grant looking at 
our NATO mission in Latvia.

00:01:44.320 --> 00:02:00.100
<v SPEAKER_2>I also want to take a quick minute to thank The Canadian 
Global Affairs Institute, strategic sponsors, Lockheed Martin Canada, 
General Dynamics, Hanwa, Defence and Ocean, BAE Systems, AWS, Sinovus, 
Pathways Alliance, Tourmaline Oil and CAP for supporting all the 
things that we do.

00:02:00.100 --> 00:02:10.000
<v SPEAKER_2>Let me now briefly introduce our guests today, starting 
with Andrew Rasiulis, who is our fellow who previously served in the 
Canadian Armed Forces and then in the Department of National Defence.

00:02:10.000 --> 00:02:18.320
<v SPEAKER_2>His work focuses on Eastern Europe and he continues to 
write and provide expert commentary on the situation in Ukraine and 
the work of NATO more generally.

00:02:18.320 --> 00:02:26.200
<v SPEAKER_2>Chris Shapardanov is a member of the University of 
Ottawa's Information Integrity Lab, a former Canadian diplomat whose 
postings included Washington and Moscow.

00:02:26.200 --> 00:02:30.740
<v SPEAKER_2>He was also a member of the NATO international staff and 
served as ambassador to Finland.

00:02:31.520 --> 00:02:35.340
<v SPEAKER_2>He is now senior associate with David Pratt and 
Associates as well.

00:02:35.340 --> 00:02:44.760
<v SPEAKER_2>Alexandra Richards is a PhD candidate in political 
science at Simon Frasier University, working on public opinion on 
security and defence issues, international relations and strategic 
culture.

00:02:44.760 --> 00:02:59.120
<v SPEAKER_2>Chris Kilford is a member of the National Board of the 
Canadian International Council, president of its Victoria Branch, co-
editor of their Open Canada and a fellow at the Queen's Centre for 
International and Defence Policy after a 36-year career in the 
Canadian Armed Forces.

00:02:59.660 --> 00:03:10.160
<v SPEAKER_2>And then last but not least, Robert Baines, the president 
and CEO of the NATO Association of Canada, where he's focused on 
communicating the importance of NATO and international rules to 
Canadians.



<v SPEAKER_2>And then last but not least, Robert Baines, the president 
and CEO of the NATO Association of Canada, where he's focused on 
communicating the importance of NATO and international rules to 
Canadians.

00:03:10.160 --> 00:03:17.380
<v SPEAKER_2>So Robert, Chris, Alexandra, Chris again, and Andrew, 
welcome to this discussion.

00:03:17.380 --> 00:03:19.440
<v SPEAKER_2>I want to jump right in with things.

00:03:19.440 --> 00:03:21.560
<v SPEAKER_2>Andrew, I will get you to kick things off.

00:03:21.560 --> 00:03:27.000
<v SPEAKER_2>You've all had experience with our troops and our 
contributions overseas.

00:03:27.120 --> 00:03:29.220
<v SPEAKER_2>I guess we'll kick the discussion off today.

00:03:29.220 --> 00:03:32.960
<v SPEAKER_2>Give us some of your first impressions before we dive in 
to some more specific questions.

00:03:32.960 --> 00:03:35.920
<v SPEAKER_2>Andrew, I'll get you to start first.

00:03:35.920 --> 00:03:36.440
<v SPEAKER_3>Thanks, Dave.

00:03:36.440 --> 00:03:40.460
<v SPEAKER_3>So super macros, morale, excellent.

00:03:40.460 --> 00:03:45.620
<v SPEAKER_3>This is the Canadian Army and the Canadian Forces' major 
overseas expeditionary mission.

00:03:45.620 --> 00:03:47.220
<v SPEAKER_3>They are doing superb.

00:03:47.220 --> 00:03:49.280
<v SPEAKER_3>The morale is wonderful.

00:03:49.280 --> 00:03:58.120
<v SPEAKER_3>And to note, this is a very, the most multinational of 
those brigades that are NATO's Eastern flank and our brigade.

00:03:58.120 --> 00:04:00.680
<v SPEAKER_3>I call it ours in the sense we are the lead.



00:04:00.680 --> 00:04:12.900
<v SPEAKER_3>We have reached brigade status because a couple of years 
ago, NATO decided that we were going to upscale what were formerly 
battalion groups when these things, when this Eastern flank mission 
was formed.

00:04:12.900 --> 00:04:15.660
<v SPEAKER_3>And it was by 2026, we should go to brigade.

00:04:15.660 --> 00:04:17.500
<v SPEAKER_3>Well, Canada has reached it.

00:04:17.500 --> 00:04:20.000
<v SPEAKER_3>And so that's something we can be very proud of.

00:04:20.000 --> 00:04:29.260
<v SPEAKER_3>Again, another example of how Canada takes what it has in 
terms of its military and puts everything up in the front window, and 
people see our effectiveness.

00:04:29.260 --> 00:04:33.700
<v SPEAKER_3>So that's my major takeaway from the Canadian Forces side 
of the equation.

00:04:33.700 --> 00:04:44.880
<v SPEAKER_3>The mission itself, of course, is on, is a deterrent, 
it's a reassurance, of course, in light of what's happening between 
Russia and Ukraine and the war that's going on there.

00:04:44.880 --> 00:04:55.140
<v SPEAKER_3>Now, that mission is still very much in a reassurance and 
deterrence phase, although their perspective on the threat assessment 
has been shifting.

00:04:55.140 --> 00:05:04.880
<v SPEAKER_3>Prior to that, there was this expectation that somehow 
Ukraine would regain the 91 borders and the war would shift further 
east, but that's not happening.

00:05:04.880 --> 00:05:16.840
<v SPEAKER_3>In the last few months, particularly in this visit, 
everywhere we went, whether it's the Latvian Defence Minister or the 
Polish Foreign Ministry people, it was resoundingly clear that 
everyone's now focused on a ceasefire.

00:05:17.780 --> 00:05:22.700
<v SPEAKER_3>Basically, it's hold the line for Ukraine as opposed to 
push the Russians back.

00:05:22.700 --> 00:05:43.180



<v SPEAKER_3>And there's another point we gathered from that is that 
if their ceasefires reach at some point, the threat to the Baltic 
States, where our brigade is right in the middle there in Latvia, 
could technically increase as the Russians, this is estimations might, 
take a breather, refit, and then threaten the Baltic States.

00:05:43.260 --> 00:05:53.120
<v SPEAKER_3>And of course, as we know, from the early days when we 
debated the entry of the Baltic States into NATO, the defence of that 
territory is extremely difficult.

00:05:53.120 --> 00:05:56.720
<v SPEAKER_3>And there was a lot of debate whether the Baltic should 
actually come in because of that fact.

00:05:56.720 --> 00:06:03.340
<v SPEAKER_3>Well, we're now faced with that reality, that it's not a 
shooting war, but it's all about getting real and how do we defend it.

00:06:03.340 --> 00:06:14.780
<v SPEAKER_3>So the last thing I'll say on that is basically it's the 
lines of communication that's key, because as we know, they fold the 
gap there, makes the territorial resupply of the Baltic States 
extremely vulnerable.

00:06:14.780 --> 00:06:27.380
<v SPEAKER_3>So by Sweden coming in, actually, it's been a bit of a 
boost for NATO because it makes the lines of communication that much 
more significant because the Swedish Navy plays an important role.

00:06:27.380 --> 00:06:32.500
<v SPEAKER_3>And again, lastly, we have to remember the Russians have 
an enclave there, it's called Kaliningrad.

00:06:32.500 --> 00:06:36.560
<v SPEAKER_3>It's right in the back where our forces are, and that 
makes things very interesting.

00:06:37.500 --> 00:06:39.680
<v SPEAKER_3>So I'll conclude on that.

00:06:39.680 --> 00:06:40.740
<v SPEAKER_2>Thanks, Andrew.

00:06:40.740 --> 00:06:45.540
<v SPEAKER_2>Chris, what would you add to that just in terms of 
initial observations and impressions of your time?

00:06:45.540 --> 00:06:49.540
<v SPEAKER_4>Yeah, some big strategic questions, I think, that Andrew 
put out there.



<v SPEAKER_4>Yeah, some big strategic questions, I think, that Andrew 
put out there.

00:06:49.540 --> 00:06:54.280
<v SPEAKER_4>For me, it was great to see the Canadian leadership role, 
which is kind of natural at NATO.

00:06:54.280 --> 00:07:15.860
<v SPEAKER_4>Having served at NATO myself, it's a very comfortable 
position for Canadians to be in because I think you'll appreciate we 
have some high-end capabilities that keep us interoperable with the 
major allies, but we also have some capabilities that allow us to plug 
in with the smaller countries, which I think helps to make NATO more 
effective as an alliance.

00:07:15.860 --> 00:07:18.260
<v SPEAKER_4>It's good for alliance unity.

00:07:18.260 --> 00:07:22.660
<v SPEAKER_4>So we can talk about that a little more as we get into 
this.

00:07:22.660 --> 00:07:30.440
<v SPEAKER_4>Also, I think it was pretty clear that the Army is 
driving this mission to drive a lot of modernization for the Army writ 
large.

00:07:31.520 --> 00:07:45.280
<v SPEAKER_4>And although things kind of look smooth, more or less, in 
the field, I'm sure there's a lot of paddling underneath the surface 
going on back at headquarters and elsewhere in the Canadian military.

00:07:45.280 --> 00:07:48.560
<v SPEAKER_4>You can imagine some of the challenges on sustainment and 
supplies.

00:07:48.560 --> 00:07:52.660
<v SPEAKER_4>We know it's all about logistics, so we can talk about 
that as well.

00:07:52.660 --> 00:07:56.980
<v SPEAKER_4>Plus, as Andrew alluded, some major security questions at 
play here.

00:07:57.280 --> 00:08:01.500
<v SPEAKER_4>And, of course, what role Canada is playing in those 
equations.

00:08:01.500 --> 00:08:09.420
<v SPEAKER_4>To me, I hope this mission helps to create a long overdue 
strategic awakening in Canada.



00:08:09.420 --> 00:08:21.780
<v SPEAKER_4>I think I've been talking about Canada as a strategic 
adolescent for far too long, waiting for other people to sort of take 
the big decisions or kind of look after our strategic interests.

00:08:21.780 --> 00:08:44.940
<v SPEAKER_4>And I think it's incumbent on us as a country of 40 
million, occupying the second largest land mass on the planet, to make 
sure we project authority from Canada and make sure our Arctic and 
Atlantic and Pacific coasts are protected and that we ensure that no 
one operates there without our permission.

00:08:44.940 --> 00:09:00.220
<v SPEAKER_4>Getting back to the security in Europe question, securing 
the Baltics is linked to Scandinavian security, which is linked to 
Arctic security, which brings it all together in back to Canada in 
terms of all these interlocking pieces.

00:09:00.220 --> 00:09:16.120
<v SPEAKER_4>Andrew is right that should there be a peace, some kind 
of truce in Ukraine, I think the Russians will likely reconstitute in 
northwest Russia and that would put our guys really in the crosshairs.

00:09:16.120 --> 00:09:29.400
<v SPEAKER_4>I think that's something that in terms of threat 
perception is perhaps not widely appreciated in Canada, how much we 
will be on the front lines if the Ukraine situation comes to a halt.

00:09:29.400 --> 00:09:36.800
<v SPEAKER_4>And that I think speaks to some of the conversations that 
we had there, that there are different threat perceptions across the 
lines.

00:09:36.800 --> 00:09:47.560
<v SPEAKER_4>You have the Baltic States and countries like Finland and 
Sweden actively talking to their populations about the prospect of 
war, where we don't have that in Canada.

00:09:48.720 --> 00:09:53.660
<v SPEAKER_4>So, yet we have these troops on the ground who may face a 
hostile situation.

00:09:53.660 --> 00:09:58.820
<v SPEAKER_4>You know, as one of the studies that the Danes have put 
out within six months to a year.

00:09:58.820 --> 00:10:05.420
<v SPEAKER_4>So, it's definitely a dynamic and evolving situation, and 
I'll just leave it at that.



00:10:05.420 --> 00:10:06.520
<v SPEAKER_2>Okay.

00:10:06.520 --> 00:10:11.100
<v SPEAKER_2>Alexandra, what would you offer as some initial thoughts 
about your experience, your trip over there?

00:10:12.360 --> 00:10:28.620
<v SPEAKER_5>So, I visited Operation Reassurance first in 2020 when I 
was working on a book for NATO Defence College with several other 
Canadian and NATO member state academics.

00:10:28.620 --> 00:10:32.560
<v SPEAKER_5>So, what struck me on this visit was a few things.

00:10:32.560 --> 00:10:44.040
<v SPEAKER_5>Mostly, the evolution or the adaption of Operation 
Reassurance to the realities, the tactical and strategic realities of 
the Russia-Ukraine War.

00:10:44.040 --> 00:11:02.020
<v SPEAKER_5>So, on the tactical side, we see developments where 
they're beginning to think more seriously about the effects of drone 
warfare on military tactics, rethinking certain aspects of command and 
control, specifically where command posts are located and how they 
operate.

00:11:02.020 --> 00:11:29.420
<v SPEAKER_5>And then on the strategic side, as many of the other 
experts on the panel have alluded to, if a favourable Ukraine-Russia 
ceasefire for Russia, so a favourable ceasefire for them happens, it 
does increase the likelihood of aggression towards the Baltic States, 
which I think is very much felt both in the Baltics and Poland.

00:11:29.480 --> 00:11:37.500
<v SPEAKER_5>Other NATO allies, I'm less sure how they feel about that 
specific threat perception.

00:11:37.500 --> 00:11:41.880
<v SPEAKER_5>And then along with the changes, there's also some things 
that have remained the same.

00:11:41.880 --> 00:11:52.980
<v SPEAKER_5>I think we have sort of this thread of low-level 
multinational integration of forces is working fairly well in 
operation reassurance.

00:11:52.980 --> 00:11:56.400
<v SPEAKER_5>Canada is well-suited to lead that mission.



00:11:56.400 --> 00:12:05.320
<v SPEAKER_5>They're able to work with sort of smaller powers in a way 
that isn't high-handed and actually utilizes what they can offer.

00:12:05.320 --> 00:12:18.260
<v SPEAKER_5>And then I also think there's a thread of operation 
reassurance or a theme that says this is what NATO can achieve without 
direct US leadership on the ground.

00:12:18.300 --> 00:12:27.200
<v SPEAKER_5>So this is a middle power and middle and small powers 
working together to do something extremely challenging.

00:12:27.200 --> 00:12:40.400
<v SPEAKER_5>And for the most part, they're achieving, I think, the 
deterrent aspect and definitely sort of the overall ability to work 
together at a tactical or operational level.

00:12:41.740 --> 00:12:42.600
<v SPEAKER_2>Thank you.

00:12:42.600 --> 00:12:47.360
<v SPEAKER_2>Chris Kilford, you, like Alexandra, have a previous trip 
to give some comparison to.

00:12:47.740 --> 00:12:50.540
<v SPEAKER_2>I guess, what were your initial thoughts?

00:12:51.720 --> 00:12:56.640
<v SPEAKER_6>David, my colleagues have said quite a lot of things that 
I would tell.

00:12:56.720 --> 00:13:03.860
<v SPEAKER_6>I've said I've been there before in 2022, so it was great 
to go back and see how the mission has grown in size.

00:13:03.860 --> 00:13:20.800
<v SPEAKER_6>And I think some of my takeaways, going there and being 
on the ground was a reminder of the extent of NATO's deterrence 
efforts, whether it's by sea or air or, in our case, what we saw on 
land.

00:13:20.800 --> 00:13:39.240
<v SPEAKER_6>And if and when Russia reconstitutes its forces that face 
the Baltics and Finland and Poland and all the others, they will face 
a much more reinvigorated NATO that many of us couldn't have even 
imagined a few years ago.

00:13:39.520 --> 00:13:41.140



<v SPEAKER_6>So there's that aspect.

00:13:41.320 --> 00:13:47.000
<v SPEAKER_6>And the other piece I took away is it's not just a 
military effort.

00:13:47.000 --> 00:13:52.480
<v SPEAKER_6>It doesn't matter if it's any of the countries there, but 
there's other pieces to this.

00:13:52.600 --> 00:14:06.580
<v SPEAKER_6>And let me just center on Canada's diplomatic presence, 
which has grown also with embassies opening up in 2023 in Lithuania 
and Estonia and, of course, our presence in Latvia, too.

00:14:07.020 --> 00:14:08.900
<v SPEAKER_6>There's more to it than the military piece.

00:14:08.960 --> 00:14:15.480
<v SPEAKER_6>And I think that's really important for Canadians to 
realize there's trade aspects as well.

00:14:15.480 --> 00:14:20.540
<v SPEAKER_6>I took away that there's a sense of purpose for the 
Canadian military.

00:14:20.540 --> 00:14:24.260
<v SPEAKER_6>Now, you know, our military has always had a sense of 
purpose.

00:14:24.260 --> 00:14:35.820
<v SPEAKER_6>But in this particular case, being on the ground with all 
those other countries and training Ukrainians, whether it was in 
Poland or Latvia, it gives you this real sense of purpose that you are 
making a difference.

00:14:36.460 --> 00:14:39.020
<v SPEAKER_6>And I think that's incredibly important.

00:14:39.020 --> 00:14:45.440
<v SPEAKER_6>The last thing I'll say is that we're learning a 
tremendous amount from what is happening in Ukraine.

00:14:45.640 --> 00:14:56.320
<v SPEAKER_6>In Poland, our soldiers to simulate the environment that 
Ukrainians are in, are actually flying little drones that they've 
acquired from somewhere.

00:14:56.320 --> 00:15:01.840
<v SPEAKER_6>And then if you go up to Latvia, we're pulling all those 
lessons in.



<v SPEAKER_6>And then if you go up to Latvia, we're pulling all those 
lessons in.

00:15:01.920 --> 00:15:11.360
<v SPEAKER_6>And this will, I think, make us much better prepared as a 
Canadian military for what we will likely face in the future.

00:15:13.600 --> 00:15:16.480
<v SPEAKER_2>So, Robert, you didn't participate in this trip.

00:15:16.480 --> 00:15:33.740
<v SPEAKER_2>So I guess I'll offer you the opportunity, though, to 
reflect on what your panelists have said and how that lines up from 
what you've seen through your other mechanisms that are closely 
observing what the NATO Alliance as a whole is doing, as well as what 
we've been doing in particular in Eastern Europe.

00:15:33.740 --> 00:15:46.880
<v SPEAKER_7>Yeah, well, I mean, I'd say certainly I really love what 
Chris was saying about the adolescents, especially overall comfort 
level of Canada with what we're doing as part of NATO.

00:15:46.880 --> 00:15:47.860
<v SPEAKER_7>Why are we there?

00:15:47.860 --> 00:15:57.220
<v SPEAKER_7>The kind of determination that you see on the ground in 
Latvia, when you're just going around in the population, let alone at 
the camp, was remarkable.

00:15:57.680 --> 00:16:02.800
<v SPEAKER_7>And from the NATO Association point of view, the fact 
that NATO flags are pretty much everywhere.

00:16:02.800 --> 00:16:05.000
<v SPEAKER_7>They all have a sense of purpose.

00:16:05.000 --> 00:16:12.200
<v SPEAKER_7>They have also, from a counter disinformation point of 
view, they know their narrative.

00:16:12.200 --> 00:16:16.620
<v SPEAKER_7>They know the story that is behind NATO and what it's 
doing there.

00:16:16.620 --> 00:16:22.660
<v SPEAKER_7>And that, of course, is something that is the best 
antidote to disinformation you could possibly have.

00:16:23.820 --> 00:16:32.320
<v SPEAKER_7>And that idea, Melanie Lake often calls it, I'm not sure 
where she got it from, but a genius phrase, I think, narrative 
sovereignty.



<v SPEAKER_7>And that idea, Melanie Lake often calls it, I'm not sure 
where she got it from, but a genius phrase, I think, narrative 
sovereignty.

00:16:32.320 --> 00:16:38.880
<v SPEAKER_7>They have control of it and they are constantly repelling 
any advance from Russia.

00:16:38.880 --> 00:16:43.240
<v SPEAKER_7>They can really just shrug it aside almost.

00:16:43.240 --> 00:16:50.700
<v SPEAKER_7>And that's one of the things that I'd love to see, that 
same urgency that I saw on the ground to kind of transfer to the rest 
of NATO.

00:16:50.820 --> 00:17:08.900
<v SPEAKER_7>And of course, that is one of the greatest challenges of 
the Alliance, is trying to make sure that everybody can meet in the 
middle and that the Eastern flank can help us, you know, the rest of 
NATO have the same kind of urgency while also maintaining the 
essential consensus about everything.

00:17:08.900 --> 00:17:23.700
<v SPEAKER_7>And I would just mention, as far as the interoperability 
is concerned, I really did appreciate the fact that they were quite 
open about the challenges that were happening, say, for the Canadian 
Armed Forces in communication, for instance.

00:17:23.700 --> 00:17:27.100
<v SPEAKER_7>They were finding as many bugs as they could.

00:17:27.100 --> 00:17:51.140
<v SPEAKER_7>In some cases, it was a little embarrassing, but better 
to find out now when we're working with this essentially storefront 
for NATO, where we've got so many allies working together, far better 
to find out now than when we are properly challenged, which of course 
we hope doesn't happen, but the whole point is to be prepared, and 
this is the best way that we can do it for the Canadian Armed Forces.

00:17:53.840 --> 00:17:59.800
<v SPEAKER_2>This episode of Defence Deconstructed is brought to you 
by Irving Shipbuilding, Canada's national shipbuilder is currently 
hiring.

00:17:59.800 --> 00:18:04.800
<v SPEAKER_2>For more information on the many jobs and opportunities 
currently available, please visit www.shipsforcanada.ca.

00:18:12.800 --> 00:18:27.600
<v SPEAKER_2>So I'm going to ask you to just kind of walk viewers and 
listeners through a little bit more of some of the specifics of what 
you saw over there in terms of what Canada's contribution actually 
looks like, how it's laid out, how it connects with the other 
different brigades.



<v SPEAKER_2>So I'm going to ask you to just kind of walk viewers and 
listeners through a little bit more of some of the specifics of what 
you saw over there in terms of what Canada's contribution actually 
looks like, how it's laid out, how it connects with the other 
different brigades.

00:18:27.600 --> 00:18:38.480
<v SPEAKER_2>Chris Shapardanov maybe gets you to start just kind of 
giving a bit of more perspective in detail about what Canada's 
contribution actually looks like when you go to see it in person.

00:18:38.480 --> 00:18:56.640
<v SPEAKER_4>So one of the training serials, we actually got to see a 
training serial and we had this kind of this bone crunching ride in 
the, what was it called, the new light tactical vehicle that was 
recently procured for Lafayette.

00:18:57.500 --> 00:19:04.440
<v SPEAKER_4>And yeah, so we bounced along to this training serial and 
what did we see there?

00:19:04.440 --> 00:19:07.440
<v SPEAKER_4>You know, typical training, you know, I'm not a, I'm a 
diplomat.

00:19:07.440 --> 00:19:12.600
<v SPEAKER_4>So it's first time I've gone to an actual military 
training exercise.

00:19:12.660 --> 00:19:26.360
<v SPEAKER_4>And the exercise had, was basically showing breaching a 
barrier and armoured vehicles would have to go across this area that 
had been destroyed as part of the breaching of the barrier.

00:19:26.360 --> 00:19:29.860
<v SPEAKER_4>And so there were leopard tanks, Canadian leopard tanks.

00:19:30.500 --> 00:19:45.520
<v SPEAKER_4>And I'm kind of of the Helmut Schmitt school, that it's 
good to have a Canadian tank or an armoured vehicle with a maple leaf 
ploughing the fields of Europe because it shows the transatlantic link 
is not just one country, it's two countries.

00:19:45.520 --> 00:19:59.640
<v SPEAKER_4>And of course, the other piece there, I hope we get into 
this, is that as the US seems to be stepping back from its commitments 
to Europe, it's incumbent on countries like Canada especially to step 
up in terms of protecting the transatlantic link.

00:19:59.640 --> 00:20:08.360
<v SPEAKER_4>But to me, what the exercise showed is that still the US 
provides some backbone to the formations.



<v SPEAKER_4>But to me, what the exercise showed is that still the US 
provides some backbone to the formations.

00:20:08.360 --> 00:20:18.500
<v SPEAKER_4>Five Corps is the NATO Reserve Corps, and elements of 
Five Corps, specifically elements of the Third Infantry Division, were 
participating in the serial.

00:20:18.500 --> 00:20:25.880
<v SPEAKER_4>And sure enough, as the barrier was breached, what 
happened was a single piece of kit provided by the US Army was rolled 
out.

00:20:25.880 --> 00:20:29.440
<v SPEAKER_4>It was an Abrams bridge-laying tank.

00:20:29.440 --> 00:20:34.440
<v SPEAKER_4>So to me, this one piece of kit was the whole purpose for 
the exercise, right?

00:20:34.440 --> 00:20:48.620
<v SPEAKER_4>The whole purpose was to get over this breach and this US 
Abrams tank provided that so that the Canadian, Spanish, Italian and 
other troops from other countries could use their vehicles to cross 
this breach.

00:20:48.680 --> 00:20:52.980
<v SPEAKER_4>So to me, that was kind of symbolic of the situation 
there.

00:20:52.980 --> 00:20:56.600
<v SPEAKER_4>But of course, other countries are providing their NSEs 
and all that.

00:20:56.600 --> 00:21:00.320
<v SPEAKER_4>And I'll let the other speak to some of the other kind of 
military elements.

00:21:00.320 --> 00:21:07.960
<v SPEAKER_4>But we are definitely the most multinational brigade in 
the EFP formations in the region.

00:21:07.960 --> 00:21:10.840
<v SPEAKER_2>Alexandra, do you want to build off of that?

00:21:10.840 --> 00:21:14.340
<v SPEAKER_2>Your impressions of kind of what our actual contribution 
looks like in person?

00:21:16.040 --> 00:21:29.220
<v SPEAKER_5>In terms of what our contribution looks like in person, I 
think in general, you see a lot of work being done to sort of work 
together at a very low level.



<v SPEAKER_5>In terms of what our contribution looks like in person, I 
think in general, you see a lot of work being done to sort of work 
together at a very low level.

00:21:29.940 --> 00:21:33.180
<v SPEAKER_5>And there was some discussion of the challenges of that, 
right?

00:21:33.180 --> 00:21:38.920
<v SPEAKER_5>You have language barriers to a certain degree, 
especially when you move to the smaller groups.

00:21:39.900 --> 00:21:47.500
<v SPEAKER_5>And then you also have some communication issues, making 
sure all the communication technology works together.

00:21:47.500 --> 00:21:55.220
<v SPEAKER_5>Looking at the exercise itself, we see it went fairly 
seamlessly from my perspective.

00:21:55.220 --> 00:22:01.560
<v SPEAKER_5>They were able to achieve their objective, and it was a 
fairly effective exercise.

00:22:01.560 --> 00:22:26.920
<v SPEAKER_5>And I think that one aspect of Operation Reassurance is 
the continual training exercise after training exercise to sort of 
work out all of these issues on the ground, I think is effective, but 
also important for sort of cohesion, alliance, cohesion, and sort of 
resolve in the politics as well.

00:22:28.980 --> 00:22:37.420
<v SPEAKER_2>Chris Kilford, your thoughts, anything to add to that in 
terms of what the actual training contribution looks like on the 
ground?

00:22:37.420 --> 00:22:50.780
<v SPEAKER_6>Yeah, I think the first thing we have to keep in mind 
that it's no less than seven years since we started off in Latvia with 
the battle group and the presence there has grown ever since.

00:22:50.780 --> 00:23:02.200
<v SPEAKER_6>There were times when I was in Riga, I had just passed 
Canadian soldiers in Riga in uniform going back to where they might be 
staying, not just on the camp.

00:23:02.200 --> 00:23:04.600
<v SPEAKER_6>I felt like I was almost at home.

00:23:05.180 --> 00:23:14.460
<v SPEAKER_6>This is a relationship that is going to build even 
further between the Latvian people, the Canadian people and our two 
militaries.



<v SPEAKER_6>This is a relationship that is going to build even 
further between the Latvian people, the Canadian people and our two 
militaries.

00:23:14.460 --> 00:23:17.980
<v SPEAKER_6>We're so very much tied together.

00:23:17.980 --> 00:23:21.260
<v SPEAKER_6>And I think this is incredibly important.

00:23:21.260 --> 00:23:28.440
<v SPEAKER_6>I think the other aspect too, of course, is you've got 
about a third of the NATO members with troops in Latvia as well.

00:23:28.440 --> 00:23:32.880
<v SPEAKER_6>And you don't often find that outside of a major 
headquarters.

00:23:32.980 --> 00:23:39.620
<v SPEAKER_6>And so, there we are leading this organization.

00:23:41.220 --> 00:23:44.060
<v SPEAKER_6>We are learning an awful lot, as I mentioned earlier as 
well.

00:23:44.060 --> 00:24:02.540
<v SPEAKER_6>And we're in a situation where many new capabilities, and 
I'm thinking more of the very short-range air defence side of the 
house, these capabilities are being introduced right into theatre, not 
actually being brought here to Canada and then trained on and then 
delivered.

00:24:03.020 --> 00:24:05.540
<v SPEAKER_6>They're being sent right to the front lines.

00:24:05.540 --> 00:24:07.300
<v SPEAKER_6>I'm an artillery officer.

00:24:07.300 --> 00:24:10.160
<v SPEAKER_6>I'm a ground-based air defence officer.

00:24:10.160 --> 00:24:18.560
<v SPEAKER_6>I was so thrilled to see us getting back into getting 
back this important capability that we let go.

00:24:18.800 --> 00:24:21.020
<v SPEAKER_6>And now also thinking about shore ad.

00:24:21.020 --> 00:24:25.500
<v SPEAKER_6>And this is just typifying what we're seeing in a number 
of other areas.



00:24:25.500 --> 00:24:29.160
<v SPEAKER_6>Anti-tank weaponry being delivered into theatre and being 
trained on.

00:24:29.160 --> 00:24:31.540
<v SPEAKER_6>I mean, this is an exciting environment.

00:24:32.660 --> 00:24:44.800
<v SPEAKER_6>Albeit, under the umbrella of a war in Ukraine, but 
needless to say, many new capabilities are being brought into the 
Canadian military at this particular time.

00:24:46.440 --> 00:25:04.260
<v SPEAKER_2>To build off that point in particular, Chris, I guess 
what you're saying is that amongst the troops that were there, you 
personally probably had more operational experience in that particular 
piece of equipment because of Canada's divestment and now 
reintroduction of that capability set into the Canadian Army.

00:25:04.260 --> 00:25:12.560
<v SPEAKER_2>For the Canadian deployed troops, did many have previous 
experience working with NATO in other contexts?

00:25:12.560 --> 00:25:20.940
<v SPEAKER_2>Andrew, maybe, I don't know if that came up as part of 
the discussion, but for how many of our troops was this their first 
experience working in a NATO context?

00:25:23.680 --> 00:25:25.300
<v SPEAKER_3>We're rotating constantly.

00:25:26.060 --> 00:25:35.820
<v SPEAKER_3>So a lot of the troops, because we, unlike Lar, and I 
often made comparisons because I had experience with four brigade in 
the old days.

00:25:35.820 --> 00:25:42.160
<v SPEAKER_3>Basically, four brigade people were deployed, so 
stationed, three years of postings, families and everything.

00:25:42.160 --> 00:25:48.940
<v SPEAKER_3>We're only doing that for about two, three hundred max 
headquarters people are being stationed with their families.

00:25:48.940 --> 00:25:52.540
<v SPEAKER_3>Everybody else in the brigade is on enhanced deployment.

00:25:52.540 --> 00:25:58.640
<v SPEAKER_3>So they're there for six to nine months, and they rotate 
constantly through our three brigades back in Canada.



<v SPEAKER_3>So they're there for six to nine months, and they rotate 
constantly through our three brigades back in Canada.

00:25:58.640 --> 00:26:02.980
<v SPEAKER_3>So consequently, there's a lot of people who have 
actually been there before.

00:26:02.980 --> 00:26:08.820
<v SPEAKER_3>Most of the people I spoke with, it's their third, second 
return visit.

00:26:08.820 --> 00:26:09.800
<v SPEAKER_3>And they're learning.

00:26:09.800 --> 00:26:14.540
<v SPEAKER_3>So there's always newbies, but no, this is for the 
Canadian Army.

00:26:14.540 --> 00:26:16.760
<v SPEAKER_3>It's a standard mission now.

00:26:16.760 --> 00:26:18.780
<v SPEAKER_3>Everyone's doing it.

00:26:18.780 --> 00:26:21.160
<v SPEAKER_3>It's a veteran organization as well, I would put it.

00:26:24.320 --> 00:26:34.320
<v SPEAKER_2>To shift around and build off that, we've gone through 
multiple deployments, but the composition of the working group that 
we're with now is expanding.

00:26:34.320 --> 00:26:41.360
<v SPEAKER_2>Alexandra, you're the one that sort of mentioned earlier 
about the uniqueness about smaller NATO allies working together.

00:26:41.360 --> 00:26:47.140
<v SPEAKER_2>That's now the pool of smaller NATO allies that we are 
working with directly has expanded recently.

00:26:47.140 --> 00:26:48.760
<v SPEAKER_2>Sweden has just joined.

00:26:48.760 --> 00:26:53.520
<v SPEAKER_2>I don't know if the, based on the timing, whether or not 
they had been fully present when you were there or not.

00:26:53.520 --> 00:27:02.440
<v SPEAKER_2>But you maybe just want to expand on that a little bit 
about how the composition of what of the different allies that Canada 
is engaged in working with directly has changed over time.



00:27:03.900 --> 00:27:09.620
<v SPEAKER_5>I think you have sort of a core group that have been 
there since the beginning.

00:27:09.620 --> 00:27:11.060
<v SPEAKER_5>So you have the Canadians there.

00:27:11.060 --> 00:27:16.380
<v SPEAKER_5>I believe the Italians have been there almost the entire 
time, and so have the Slovakia as well.

00:27:16.380 --> 00:27:19.520
<v SPEAKER_5>And then you do have sort of this new...

00:27:19.520 --> 00:27:23.460
<v SPEAKER_5>So you have Sweden coming in and things like that.

00:27:25.280 --> 00:27:36.960
<v SPEAKER_5>So I think, as far as I understand it, we talked a little 
bit about how working with Scandinavian partners or Scandinavian 
allies in NATO has shifted things.

00:27:36.960 --> 00:27:39.480
<v SPEAKER_5>And for the most part, it seems that they slot in fairly 
well.

00:27:40.080 --> 00:27:43.100
<v SPEAKER_5>They have quite well-trained militaries.

00:27:43.100 --> 00:27:50.780
<v SPEAKER_5>And they operate similarly to NATO standard procedures 
and protocols.

00:27:50.780 --> 00:27:53.040
<v SPEAKER_5>So standings are quite similar.

00:27:53.040 --> 00:28:03.540
<v SPEAKER_5>That being said, I still think there's challenges when it 
comes to making sure that everyone's equipment works together.

00:28:03.540 --> 00:28:08.140
<v SPEAKER_5>And everyone has a basic understanding of everyone else's 
equipment and capabilities.

00:28:08.880 --> 00:28:21.820
<v SPEAKER_5>So one of the things that was interesting in the exercise 
we watched is you had Americans driving Italian tanks and you had 
other countries driving different equipment from different countries.



00:28:21.820 --> 00:28:32.380
<v SPEAKER_5>And I think that speaks to the efforts to sort of say, we 
need to be able to work together very closely and we need to be able 
to do that on a low level scale.

00:28:33.920 --> 00:28:41.840
<v SPEAKER_5>And as far as sort of the composition of the battle 
group, I think we've always had about 10 plus allies there.

00:28:41.840 --> 00:28:52.320
<v SPEAKER_5>That varies over time, but it works fairly well.

00:28:52.320 --> 00:28:57.580
<v SPEAKER_5>And it doesn't seem to change that much when one ally 
switches for the other.

00:28:57.580 --> 00:29:10.900
<v SPEAKER_5>So I think what we can glean from that is sort of the 
training program, the exercise program does seem to work to integrate 
allies that maybe weren't there before and are now there or are 
shifting in and out.

00:29:10.900 --> 00:29:11.980
<v SPEAKER_2>Yes.

00:29:11.980 --> 00:29:15.260
<v SPEAKER_6>David, could I build on that for just a second?

00:29:15.260 --> 00:29:26.900
<v SPEAKER_6>Because one of the key takeaways for me was the 
difficulty that they encountered with communications, because even 
though we have NATO standards, everybody comes with different 
communications gear, and so you have to find workarounds.

00:29:26.900 --> 00:29:29.020
<v SPEAKER_6>And this comes to a point that Robert made.

00:29:29.480 --> 00:29:50.200
<v SPEAKER_6>The Multinational Brigade Group and before the Battle 
Group, they're kind of like a Petri dish to get us past a point where 
we're much better prepared for what may come, and we find what works 
and what doesn't work, whether it's logistically and so on, what kind 
of equipment is there, can it work together, all of these things.

00:29:50.200 --> 00:30:04.160
<v SPEAKER_6>And so I think it's incredibly important what we're doing 
with the Brigade Group now to prepare essentially the rest of NATO for 
what might be happened, what might happen when the rubber hits the 
road.



00:30:04.160 --> 00:30:10.920
<v SPEAKER_6>We haven't been doing this enough, and this is a very 
important opportunity for NATO.

00:30:13.520 --> 00:30:16.180
<v SPEAKER_2>Chris Shapardanov, I was asked you to...

00:30:16.180 --> 00:30:20.120
<v SPEAKER_2>So Chris Kilford was building off of the tieback for the 
rest of the Alliance.

00:30:20.120 --> 00:30:38.600
<v SPEAKER_2>And I guess in a more tangible sense, you talk a little 
bit about the tieback of the forces in Latvia to the rest of the NATO 
structure and what that connective tissue is in terms of our troops 
that are deployed on front lines back to headquarters.

00:30:38.600 --> 00:30:44.780
<v SPEAKER_4>Yeah, so as we saw, so we've got Canada plus 12 other 
nations.

00:30:44.780 --> 00:30:57.220
<v SPEAKER_4>And I think part of the success that we heard was that 
Canada was not applying a national framework to the management and 
command control of the Brigade.

00:30:57.220 --> 00:31:10.040
<v SPEAKER_4>This is a NATO format, a NATO standard format, so that it 
makes it easy for countries of various sizes to plug and play, if you 
will.

00:31:10.040 --> 00:31:21.560
<v SPEAKER_4>And I think temperamentally, as Canadians coming from a 
very multi-ethnic society, we are able to work in this kind of multi-
ethnic, multi-national environment quite well.

00:31:23.240 --> 00:31:36.100
<v SPEAKER_4>Now, and of course, just to get, we are providing the 
backbone for the Brigade in various ways, you know, in terms of 
logistics, communications, et cetera.

00:31:36.100 --> 00:31:43.540
<v SPEAKER_4>We're providing two-thirds of 2,000, roughly of the 3,000 
troops that belong to the Brigade.

00:31:43.540 --> 00:31:50.080
<v SPEAKER_4>But of course, the Brigade sits in a structure in the 
Multinational Division North.

00:31:50.080 --> 00:32:04.600



<v SPEAKER_4>We met with the Danish two-star Commander of 
Multinational Division North, and she too was talking about the 
challenges she was facing, commanding a division with 17 
nationalities.

00:32:04.600 --> 00:32:14.900
<v SPEAKER_4>And of course, that was pointed out that that 
Multinational Division North operates in a core formation that's 
headquartered in Brunson, I believe.

00:32:14.900 --> 00:32:23.140
<v SPEAKER_4>And I think I have the graph here, the graphic that shows 
the structure of the command levels.

00:32:23.140 --> 00:32:29.400
<v SPEAKER_4>It starts with the brigade down here, and then you have 
all the way up to shape in Mons.

00:32:29.400 --> 00:32:35.800
<v SPEAKER_4>So you see the kind of the hierarchy of command that the 
brigade fits into.

00:32:35.800 --> 00:32:39.580
<v SPEAKER_4>And that, of course, presents challenges in and of 
itself.

00:32:41.260 --> 00:32:53.880
<v SPEAKER_4>In terms of, you know, how do you command a, well, how do 
you conduct command and control in a rapidly evolving tactical 
situation or theatre situation?

00:32:53.880 --> 00:33:04.680
<v SPEAKER_4>How do you, as a diplomat, how do you insert political 
level control and discussion into that process?

00:33:04.680 --> 00:33:09.900
<v SPEAKER_2>To build off the comment, I think it was Chris 
Shapardanov made about Canada being the backbone, Robert.

00:33:09.900 --> 00:33:22.180
<v SPEAKER_2>I guess from your vantage point, how would you, what 
would you characterize as unique about us taking on the role that we 
are now with the Brigade and having to provide that backbone because 
we are the framework nation?

00:33:22.180 --> 00:33:31.380
<v SPEAKER_2>And what kind of unique considerations has that 
introduced into this particular involvement with the Canadian Armed 
Forces in a NATO context?



00:33:31.380 --> 00:33:45.460
<v SPEAKER_7>Well, a couple of things, what Chris was mentioning as 
well reminded me that when we were there, the leadership were taking 
us through all of the various aspects of consultation that keep going 
on week after week.

00:33:45.460 --> 00:33:49.120
<v SPEAKER_7>Just keep making sure everybody's checking pulses.

00:33:49.120 --> 00:34:09.000
<v SPEAKER_7>But also culturally, I was fascinated by the leadership's 
approach as far as creating competitions, creating quizzes, sports 
integration, so that there was this constant flow of learning, of 
picking up little aspects of language, being able to respond to one 
another.

00:34:09.000 --> 00:34:12.880
<v SPEAKER_7>Of course, the two languages of NATO are English and 
French.

00:34:12.880 --> 00:34:17.740
<v SPEAKER_7>So we've got that, but so few of our other allies do.

00:34:17.740 --> 00:34:23.660
<v SPEAKER_7>So just adding that aspect and the cultural sharing, I 
thought was just terrific.

00:34:23.660 --> 00:34:29.320
<v SPEAKER_7>And I think the leadership of Canada on that is just 
perfectly suited for this aspect.

00:34:29.560 --> 00:34:35.280
<v SPEAKER_7>I must say that there was some discussion about having to 
prove ourselves.

00:34:35.280 --> 00:34:46.040
<v SPEAKER_7>Because we're not reaching the 2% GDP and haven't been, 
that extra operational capacity was always something that we wanted to 
talk about.

00:34:46.040 --> 00:34:56.860
<v SPEAKER_7>When I was there in 2023, that was kind of something that 
was on everyone's minds, having to show that we can do this job and do 
it in a great, great way.

00:34:58.180 --> 00:35:08.720
<v SPEAKER_7>And I think that most of the political discussions that 
have been happening in Canada have always kind of highlighted what 
we're doing in Latvia as that aspect.



00:35:08.720 --> 00:35:12.920
<v SPEAKER_7>And I think that's becoming more and more urgent, 
certainly.

00:35:12.920 --> 00:35:25.040
<v SPEAKER_7>Of course, we do have to reach 2% because I think we all 
agree, but at least maintaining our ability to put together a 
significant operation like this is key and it should be exactly what 
Canada is doing.

00:35:27.080 --> 00:35:30.080
<v SPEAKER_2>Alexander, you were nodding as Robert was saying that.

00:35:30.260 --> 00:35:34.420
<v SPEAKER_2>I ask you to elaborate a little bit about sort of we 
talked earlier.

00:35:34.420 --> 00:35:48.620
<v SPEAKER_2>A couple of you mentioned that troop morale seemed to be 
quite good, had a sense of purpose in terms of recognizing that I 
guess you could say that the Alliance seems to be in a point of flux 
last couple of months in terms of how different things are evolving.

00:35:49.800 --> 00:36:02.580
<v SPEAKER_2>How would you add to what Robert said in terms of people 
on the ground recognizing that they were there at a slightly different 
time than they might have been even just a couple of years ago, a 
couple of months ago for that matter?

00:36:02.580 --> 00:36:03.060
<v SPEAKER_5>Yeah.

00:36:03.060 --> 00:36:05.580
<v SPEAKER_5>There's a couple aspects of that.

00:36:05.600 --> 00:36:20.320
<v SPEAKER_5>One, I do think this mission is quite important, 
operation is quite important to Canada's standing within NATO, 
agreeing with Robert there, that it is sort of about this idea that 
sometimes Canadians say, well, it's not just about the numbers.

00:36:21.380 --> 00:36:24.660
<v SPEAKER_5>It's about putting together capabilities.

00:36:24.660 --> 00:36:41.580
<v SPEAKER_5>It's about commitment to allies, both political and as 
well as sort of the idea that we're willing to take on riskier 
operations, put our people in harm's way, which is sometimes 
challenging for other allies.



00:36:41.580 --> 00:36:45.440
<v SPEAKER_5>So I think there's that aspect of Canada sort of standing 
within NATO.

00:36:45.440 --> 00:37:09.820
<v SPEAKER_5>I also think there's an awareness on the ground that we 
do need to reach 2% in order to continue to do both this mission and 
the vast amount of other ones' operations that we do, both in Canada 
and elsewhere in terms of capabilities and investment.

00:37:09.820 --> 00:37:44.580
<v SPEAKER_5>I also think that in my view, there was a little bit of a 
perception maybe on the Canadian side, where recent events, although 
not nearly as serious as the Russian, Latvia history of threats, has 
made us maybe slightly more sympathetic to a small country, living 
next to a very big military power that seems to want to have a say in 
how we've run, how the domestic sphere operates.

00:37:45.160 --> 00:37:57.080
<v SPEAKER_5>So I think there's also a renewed sense of purpose there, 
where you see people going, yeah, this is really important that we 
stand by them, support them, and give them everything they need to 
defend themselves.

00:37:57.080 --> 00:38:01.740
<v SPEAKER_5>So in general, I think it's going well.

00:38:01.740 --> 00:38:05.660
<v SPEAKER_5>The support of Latvians for this mission is extremely 
high.

00:38:05.660 --> 00:38:24.680
<v SPEAKER_5>In terms of looking at Canadian public opinion, I don't 
see a ton of interest in this operation broadly, but that might change 
going forward, depending on how things develop, both in the North 
American side of things, but also perhaps in the European security 
space as well.

00:38:26.500 --> 00:38:28.660
<v SPEAKER_2>Chris, you touched on a couple of elements of this.

00:38:28.660 --> 00:38:39.960
<v SPEAKER_2>Chris Kilford touched on a couple of elements of it 
earlier about what we're learning, the fact that it's a dynamic 
evolution on the ground of certainly the Canadian Army in terms of 
some of the capability.

00:38:40.700 --> 00:39:00.680
<v SPEAKER_2>I guess, what was your appreciation of, as an Armed 
Forces, we've learned by actually being that close to front lines in 
Latvia that we can use to inform whatever future decision-making, 
whoever wins the election that's underway right now has to take about 
the future of Canadian Defence and the Canadian Armed Forces?



<v SPEAKER_2>I guess, what was your appreciation of, as an Armed 
Forces, we've learned by actually being that close to front lines in 
Latvia that we can use to inform whatever future decision-making, 
whoever wins the election that's underway right now has to take about 
the future of Canadian Defence and the Canadian Armed Forces?

00:39:01.840 --> 00:39:07.860
<v SPEAKER_6>What we're doing on the ground is, as I've mentioned, 
it's incredibly important.

00:39:09.020 --> 00:39:18.740
<v SPEAKER_6>I think we've had quite a number of our senior leaders of 
the current party at least go through Latvia and appreciate what 
Latvia is facing.

00:39:18.740 --> 00:39:39.180
<v SPEAKER_6>I think no matter what political party happens to get 
into office after the 28th of April, as Alex alluded to, we've had our 
own Latvian moment, if you like, our own Baltic moment when we were 
threatened by the United States, and you suddenly feel somewhat 
helpless.

00:39:41.000 --> 00:40:03.640
<v SPEAKER_6>What we're doing over there, I think has risen in some 
respects, perhaps not manifesting itself in an outward Canadian 
public, with Canadian public support, but needless to say, the 
Canadian public would understand how the Baltics are viewing Russia a 
little better than they probably did.

00:40:03.640 --> 00:40:10.320
<v SPEAKER_6>I think going forward, what we're going to find is that 
we'll be committed to Latvia, to NATO.

00:40:10.320 --> 00:40:12.560
<v SPEAKER_6>I don't think that will change.

00:40:12.560 --> 00:40:17.460
<v SPEAKER_6>And this will be an incredibly important thing going 
forward for us.

00:40:17.460 --> 00:40:23.060
<v SPEAKER_6>What was so brilliant about this visit is it went from 
the strategic to the operational to the tactical.

00:40:23.060 --> 00:40:44.260
<v SPEAKER_6>So being able to sit with the Latvian Defence Minister, 
as we did, and hear what he had to say, and being able to hear for 
them how incredibly visceral this threat is from Russia, and why they 
need us there, and then to go to the Multinational Division North and 
have that echoed, and then down on the ground with our troops.

00:40:44.260 --> 00:40:48.480



<v SPEAKER_6>You know, we saw the complete picture.

00:40:48.480 --> 00:40:54.560
<v SPEAKER_6>And you then begin to realize how important what we are 
doing there.

00:40:54.560 --> 00:40:57.460
<v SPEAKER_6>We may think, oh, well, it's not that much of a 
contribution.

00:40:57.880 --> 00:41:02.840
<v SPEAKER_6>But for those people, it is incredibly important.

00:41:02.840 --> 00:41:04.060
<v SPEAKER_2>Okay.

00:41:04.060 --> 00:41:13.660
<v SPEAKER_2>Well, everybody, I want to thank all of the panelists, 
Andrew, Robert, Alexandra, Chris, Chris, for joining us today.

00:41:13.660 --> 00:41:18.920
<v SPEAKER_2>For everybody for joining us and to the NATO Public 
Policy Division for helping us put this on.

00:41:18.920 --> 00:41:28.400
<v SPEAKER_2>And to the Department of National Defence for organizing 
the visits to help the folks on here learn more about what we're doing 
over there and then share it with everybody else.

00:41:29.700 --> 00:41:31.900
<v SPEAKER_2>Thanks for listening to Defence Deconstructed.

00:41:31.900 --> 00:41:37.360
<v SPEAKER_2>For more of our work, go to cgai.ca or follow us on 
LinkedIn, Twitter, Instagram or Facebook.

00:41:37.360 --> 00:41:43.960
<v SPEAKER_2>If you like what we do and want to keep us going, think 
of donating to us at cgai.ca slash support.

00:41:43.960 --> 00:41:46.560
<v SPEAKER_2>Defence Deconstructed is brought to you by our team in 
Ottawa.

00:41:46.560 --> 00:41:50.220
<v SPEAKER_2>Music credits go to Drew Phillips and this episode was 
produced by Jordyn Carroll.


