
 

 

On May 27, 2021, the United Nations Human Rights Council (UNHRC) resolved to
conduct an open-ended commission of inquiry (COI) to investigate “all alleged
violations and abuses of international human rights law” by Israel in its territories. 

The UN Human Rights Council’s Commission of Inquiry against Israel 

Background: The UN Human Rights Council’s
Commission of Inquiry against Israel

We expect the report presented at the UNHRC’s
June 2022 session will not be neutral, impartial,
or factual. This conclusion is based on the
following premises: 

This COI was created in the wake of the self-
defensive war Israel was forced to wage against
Hamas (a listed terrorist entity in Canada) in
May 2021, a war initiated by Hamas, during
which the Iranian-backed terror group
indiscriminately fired more than 4,000 missiles
at Israeli civilians.

The COI was supported by authoritarian regimes with known anti-Israel

biases and egregious human rights records 

The COI’s mandate violates UNGA 60/251 

The commissioners have well-documented, preexisting personal biases

against Israel, a violation of UN guidelines 

Problematic source material from NGOs with well-documented anti-

Israel biases

A cynical manipulation of international law to target Israel. 

The following is a brief overview of the inherent flaws that will likely characterize the
COI findings. We have included citations of detailed analyses by expert organizations. 
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The COI’s mandate for investigation, set out in UNHRC resolution A/HRC/S-30/L.1, refers
solely to Israel and makes no mention of Palestinian terror groups such as Hamas – a
Canadian-designated terrorist entity. The UNHRC framed its mandate as an
investigation of:

 

Canada should reject the findings of the COI as it has done in past instances of biased
UN reports, statements, and conferences. In doing so, Canada will ensure it maintains
its foreign policy principles of demanding integrity of international institutions, parity
before the law, support for human rights, and commitment to work with partner
democracies.

 
Mandate in Violation of UNGA 60/251

With this mandate, the COI has been provided with an unprecedented purview to
investigate alleged Israeli crimes since the establishment of the State in 1948. This
mandate is one-sided and violates the UNHRC’s founding principles of “universality,
impartiality, objectivity and non-selectivity,” as set forth in UNGA Resolution 60/251.

See: https://www.thinc.info/wp-content/uploads/2022/04/UNCOI-BP_final_20220412.pdf 

“the Occupied Palestinian Territory, including East Jerusalem, and in Israel all
alleged violations of international humanitarian law and all alleged violations
and abuses of international human rights law leading up to and since 13 April
2021, and all underlying root causes of recurrent tensions, instability and
protraction of conflict, including systematic discrimination and repression based
on national, ethnic, racial or religious identity.” 

Commission Members in Violation of UN Guidelines:

The individuals appointed by the UNHRC to carry out the investigation – Navi Pillay
(Chair), Chris Sidoti, and Miloon Kothari – all have a long and documented history of
anti-Israel bias, which includes justifying, minimizing and, in some cases, completely
ignoring Palestinian terrorism. 

Notably, Pillay supports the Durban Conference, which the Canadian government
rejects as biased and has not attended since its first iteration in 2001. Further, Pillay
openly supports boycott, divestment, and sanctions campaigns against Israel,
considered by many – including Prime Minister Trudeau and a large consensus of
Canada's political parties – to be both antisemitic and counterproductive to peace
efforts.
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For further details on COI Commissioners bias in violation of UN guidelines, see: 
https://unwatch.org/wp-content/uploads/2022/02/Request-for-Navi-Pillay-to-Recuse-
Herself-on-Grounds-of-Bias.pdf

https://www.ilfngo.org/_files/ugd/3445b6_27aad828290d498eb19c3abe531e3dbe.pdf 

Pillay has referred to Israel as an "apartheid regime," an additional baseless accusation
that is rejected by the Canadian government.

According to UN guidelines, this bias
should have disqualified Pillay from
being appointed as Chair of the COI.
Indeed, the UN guidelines clearly state
the all Commissioners must have “a
proven record of independence and
impartiality,” referring to “prior public
statements” as a relevant factor that
could affect their “independence or
impartiality,” or create a “perception of
bias.”

Reliance on Non-Factual Sources of Information: 

As have previous COIs targeting Israel, the COI relies on non-governmental
organizations (NGOs) that have political agendas with an anti-Israel bias. Further, they
have been shown to undertake investigations that are not impartial. The reliance on
such groups and their investigations creates an inherent bias in the COI report.  

See: https://www.ngo-monitor.org/reports/unhrc-special-session-2021-gaza-conflict 

Manipulation of International Law:

Like previous COIs targeting Israel, the framing of the foundational resolution of this COI
makes it clear that it will manipulate and distort international law and deliberately
ignore Israel’s primary responsibility to defend its citizens and Israel’s adherence to the
laws of armed conflict to minimize civilian casualties. 

For example, the IDF uses multiple techniques that go beyond what any other military
force in the world employs – such as dropping leaflets in Arabic to warn Gaza residents
of incoming strikes, making phone calls to individual residences, and dropping light
explosives, known as roof knocks, to warn occupants that the building in question is an
IDF target. 
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Source: Thephotostrand

During the 12 days of the conflict, the IDF destroyed more
than 1,500 Hamas and Islamic Jihad terror targets in Gaza,
including launch sites, command and control centres,
weapons storage sites, and many kilometres of a vast terror
attack tunnel network dug by Hamas. In comparison,
Hamas uses its own population as human shields and
indiscriminately targets Israeli civilians – points that will
likely be ignored or minimized in the COI. 

This is the ninth investigative commission established against Israel by the UNHRC,
constituting nearly a third of all such commissions created by the UNHRC. The majority
of the UNHRC’s democratic members, including Denmark, the Netherlands, Japan, and
Italy, voted against the creation of this COI, whereas undemocratic nations including
Russia, China, and Venezuela supported its creation. 

Context of UNHRC Focus on Israel: 

See: https://www.thinc.info/wp-
content/uploads/2022/04/UNCOI-BP_final_20220412.pdf 

https://jinsa.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/10/Gaza-
Assessment.v8-1.pdf 

This pattern is consistent with the UNHRC’s bias against Israel – the only country with a
permanent, standalone item on the Council’s agenda – an issue that prompts
democracies to decline to participate in this debate. Of particular concern is that
disproportionate focus and use of resources have been placed on Israel by the UNHRC
to the exclusion of other matters for investigation, including documented and pressing
human rights violations in China and Iran.

See: https://unwatch.org/database/

Source: https://unwatch.org/database/
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