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February 25, 2022 
 
Elissa Konove, Acting Secretary / Undersecretary  
California State Transportation Agency 
915 Capitol Mall, Suite 350B 
Sacramento, CA 95814 
 
Subject: Letter of Support for the San Diego Rail Optimization and Asset Resiliency 
Application   
 

Dear Secretary Konove: 

On behalf of Circulate San Diego, whose mission is to create excellent mobility choices 
and vibrant, healthy neighborhoods, I strongly support the San Diego Rail Optimization 
and Asset Resiliency (SD ROAR) application, submitted by the San Diego Association of 
Governments, under the Transit and Intercity Rail Capital Program (TIRCP). 
 
Circulate San Diego is a local nonprofit organization dedicated to making our 
neighborhoods more vibrant and sustainable through better land use planning and the 
advancement of transportation initiatives that support increased multimodal options 
and transportation choice. Through our planning activities, educational events, 
trainings, advocacy, and work with local, county, regional, and transit partners, 
Circulate San Diego is working to reclaim our streets through improved streetscape 
design, accessible pedestrian corridors, more bike lanes, better transit routes, and traffic 
calming measures. 
 
SD ROAR is a transformative program of high priority rail improvements that will enable 
more frequent and integrated intercity and commuter rail service, improve on-time 
performance and safety, and enhance operations within the 351-mile Los Angeles – 
San Diego – San Luis Obispo (LOSSAN) Rail Corridor. The LOSSAN corridor travels through 
a six-county coastal region in Southern California and includes 41 stations with more 
than 150 daily passenger trains. It is the second busiest intercity passenger rail corridor in 
the United States with an annual ridership in 2019 of more than 2.8 million on Amtrak 
Pacific Surfliner intercity trains and 5 million on Metrolink and COASTER commuter trains. 
This corridor also supports significant freight operations and is part of the U.S. Strategic 
Rail Corridor Network. 
  
SD ROAR will address key bottlenecks within the LOSSAN corridor by constructing three 
miles of additional double track, replacing two aging bridges, realigning curves, and 
stabilizing track sections. This program of projects will support service increases to boost 
ridership, reduce greenhouse gas emissions, and ensure the viability of passenger and 
freight rail service in areas vulnerable to the impacts of climate change. Completion of 
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SD ROAR aligns with the Partnership Program’s goals to reduce the state of good repair 
backlog, improve Intercity Passenger Rail performance, and enhance safety for 
transportation in communities across the United States. 
 
The improvements proposed as part of this grant application are consistent with 
Circulate San Diego’s mission. Thank you for the opportunity to submit this letter of 
support. We appreciate your leadership in helping to make investments to improve and 
integrate our rail systems in a way that will increase mobility while reducing greenhouse 
gas emissions.  
 
 
Sincerely, 
 

 
 
 

Dara L. Braitman, AICP 
Director of Planning 


