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March 29, 2022 
 

The Honorable Pete Buttigieg 
Office of the Secretary of Transportation 
United States Department of Transportation 
1200 New Jersey Avenue, SE 
Washington, DC, 20590 

RE: Letter of Support for North County Transit District’s 2022 RAISE Program Application    
 

Dear Secretary Buttigieg: 

On behalf of Circulate San Diego, whose mission is to create excellent mobility choices 
and vibrant, healthy neighborhoods, I strongly support the North County Transit District’s 
(NCTD) submission to the U.S. Department of Transportation’s Rebuilding American 
Infrastructure with Sustainability and Equity (RAISE) discretionary grant program.    
 
Circulate San Diego is a local nonprofit organization dedicated to making our 
neighborhoods more vibrant and sustainable through better land use planning and the 
advancement of transportation initiatives that support increased multimodal options 
and transportation choice. Through our planning activities, educational events, 
trainings, advocacy, and work with local, county, regional, and transit partners, 
Circulate San Diego is working to reclaim our streets through improved streetscape 
design, accessible pedestrian corridors, more bike lanes, better transit routes and 
service, and traffic calming measures. 
 
NCTD offers safe, reliable, and affordable transportation services to the residents, 
workers, students, and visitors of northern San Diego County, California. The SPRINTER 
hybrid rail corridor traverses 22 directional miles, providing connections to jobs, schools, 
medical facilities, and other essential destinations near its 15 stations. SPRINTER serves 
multiple local colleges, including Cal State San Marcos, Mira Costa, and Palomar 
College. The service offered by the SPRINTER is an alternative to congested highways, 
particularly the State Route 78 corridor that runs parallel to SPRINTER corridor. Prior to the 
COVID-19 pandemic, NCTD provided 2.4 million annual trips on the SPRINTER. NCTD 
continues to serve several low-income communities along the SPRINTER corridor and 
several census tracts designated as Areas of Persistent Poverty under RAISE 
discretionary grant program guidelines.  
 
NCTD is requesting funding to modernize its signal systems along the SPRINTER corridor 
as part of its plans to implement phased infrastructure improvements that will allow 
NCTD to double SPRINTER service frequency from 30 minutes to 15 minutes. The 
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frequency improvements will be implemented in coordination with NCTD’s plans to 
advance transit-oriented commercial and residential development at seven stations on 
the SPRINTER corridor and will be combined with the future implementation of zero 
emission rail operations and micro-transit to provide efficient first and last mile 
connections. SPRINTER corridor signal modernization is a critical milestone in support of 
NCTD’s goals to improve the quality of life for residents, workers, students, and visitors, 
enhance mobility, and reduce greenhouse gas emissions.  
 
The project will specifically accomplish the following:  
 

 Promotes Safety and State of Good Repair by replacing obsolete signal 
components with state of the art signaling technology that supports seamless 
integration with newly installed fiber optic cabling, mitigating risk of system and 
communication failures.  

 Future-Proofs the Corridor by investing in signal modernization that will provide 
Positive Train Control compatibility, significantly increasing rail safety and paving 
the way for future daytime freight service and interoperability with the Los 
Angeles – San Diego – San Luis Obispo (LOSSAN) Rail Corridor.  

 Completes Major Milestone on a Regionally Significant Corridor by efficiently 
implementing an early investment in the corridor ahead of key double-tracking 
projects and future deployment of a zero-emission SPRINTER fleet.  

  
This funding request directly supports regional and statewide plans to reduce harmful 
emissions generated by the transportation sector by providing a more reliable, 
convenient alternative to personal vehicle travel. This project aligns well with the RAISE 
discretionary grant program objectives of addressing economic development and 
climate change through investment in transportation infrastructure.  
 
The improvements proposed as part of this grant application are consistent with 
Circulate San Diego’s mission. Thank you for the opportunity to submit this letter of 
support. We appreciate your leadership in helping to make investments to improve and 
integrate our rail systems in a way that will increase mobility while reducing greenhouse 
gas emissions.  
 
Sincerely, 
 

 
 
 

Dara L. Braitman, AICP 
Director of Planning 


