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March 29, 2022 
 

The Honorable Pete Buttigieg 
Office of the Secretary of Transportation 
United States Department of Transportation 
1200 New Jersey Avenue, SE 
Washington, DC, 20590 

RE: Letter of Support for the University of California San Diego’s 2022 RAISE Program 
Application    
 

Dear Secretary Buttigieg: 

On behalf of Circulate San Diego, whose mission is to create excellent mobility choices 
and vibrant, healthy neighborhoods, I strongly support the University of California (UC) 
San Diego’s application for its Voigt Electric Mobility Hub (Hub) proposal to the U.S. 
Department of Transportation’s RAISE discretionary grant program.  
 
Circulate San Diego is a local nonprofit organization dedicated to making our 
neighborhoods more vibrant and sustainable through better land use planning and the 
advancement of transportation initiatives that support increased multimodal options 
and transportation choice. Through our planning activities, educational events, 
trainings, advocacy, and work with local, county, regional, and transit partners, 
Circulate San Diego is working to reclaim our streets through improved streetscape 
design, accessible pedestrian corridors, more bike lanes, better transit routes and 
service, and traffic calming measures. 
 
The Hub will be sited on the UC San Diego Blue Line Trolley light rail extension, which 
would extend the impact of the Blue Line and lay the foundation for a carbon-free last 
mile. It would also make transit more viable for travelers in underserved, overburdened, 
and disadvantaged communities of south San Diego County and thereby would 
reduce particulate emissions in those communities. 
 
The funding requested through the RAISE discretionary grant program will allow the 
university to proceed with this critical investment in green infrastructure and provide a 
carbon-free last mile connection to cultural and coastal resources, along with the top-
rated hospital in San Diego, well-paying jobs, specialty clinics, and educational 
opportunity at one of the top-ranked universities for social mobility. 

Additionally, the Hub will support commuters and campus residents with Level 2 EV 
charging supported by 100% carbon-free energy generated from the Hub’s 
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photovoltaic array and imported under UC San Diego’s renewable energy purchasing 
agreement. The parking will also provide options for southbound travelers on Interstate 
5, diverting private automobile trips to light rail and reducing impacts for historically 
disadvantaged communities in south San Diego. 
 
As part of the Hub, an additional 1.25 miles of Class IV cycletrack will be installed, 
providing a protected bikeway that connects the facility to two light rail stations, three 
medical centers (UC San Diego, Scripps, and VA San Diego), the Canyon View Aquatic 
Center, and the Preuss School, UC San Diego’s on-campus charter school serving high-
potential students from underserved, overburdened, and disadvantaged communities. 
The facility will feature electric bike and scooter sharing and charging, integrated with 
digital pedestrian wayfinding, and a 100-stall secure bicycle parking facility with 
electronic access and security cameras to provide the highest level of security for 
micromobility users and their vehicles. 

The Hub, through both new connectivity and decarbonizing existing transportation 
options, provides a final rung on the ladder of opportunity that is the UC San Diego Blue 
Line Trolley (Mid-Coast Trolley Extension). In doing so, it ensures that the many resources 
of one of the leading public universities are available to the entire region, regardless of 
age, income, or physical ability. 

The American Lung Association’s State of the Air Report Card gives San Diego County 
an “F” for Ozone and a “D” for Particle Pollution 24-hour. UC San Diego’s Hub proposal 
will help alleviate the air pollution burden our communities face and will help shift the 
United States toward a carbon-neutral future.   
 
The improvements proposed as part of this grant application are consistent with 
Circulate San Diego’s mission. Thank you for the opportunity to submit this letter of 
support.  
 
Sincerely, 
 

 
 
 

Dara L. Braitman, AICP 
Director of Planning 


