
                                                           
 
 
May 27, 2022 
 
Lynn von Koch-Liebert 
Executive Director 
California Strategic Growth Council 
1400 Tenth Street 
Sacramento, CA 95814 
Submitted via email: ahsc@sgc.ca.gov  
 
Re: AHSC Round 7 Draft Guidelines  
 
Dear Executive Director Koch-Liebert: 
 
On behalf of the San Diego Housing Federation and Circulate San Diego, we are writing to 
submit comments on the Affordable Housing and Sustainable Communities (AHSC) Round 7 
Guidelines Policy Discussion Document released on April 25. Having observed the outcomes of 
the previous 6 rounds of funding, we believe that changes to the program guidelines are needed 
to ensure program funding is distributed equitably throughout the state.   
 
As we have noted in previous communications to the Strategic Growth Council, the San Diego 
region continues to receive only a small share of funding available from the AHSC program 
despite representing over 8 percent of the state’s population. In the most recent announcements 
of awards, the San Diego region only was awarded for one project made possible by the 
geographic targets in the program guidelines. We urge the SGC to keep the geographic targets 
in place for the next round of guidelines while also considering other changes that will help to 
create a more equitable and fair framework for awarding funding for AHSC projects.  
 
It has become increasingly clear that San Diego projects struggle to compete due to preferences 
in the guidelines regarding transit types as well as inconsistency among transit agencies in 
calculating assumed increases in transit ridership. To remedy this, we strongly support the 
following proposals in the Policy Discussion Document. 
 

1) We support proposal A1 to place less weight on Transit GHG reductions.  
This change would place more emphasis on the GHG reductions as a result of the 
housing itself rather than the transit infrastructure. In doing so, this change moves closer 
to a more equitable scoring system that is not as reliant on existing transit and focuses 
more on the efficiency of the building. Projects in communities without large, built out 
transit lines would be able to receive competitive scoring through the efficiency of the 
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development rather than having to rely so heavily on transit infrastructure that may not 
be available and is outside of the control of the developer proposing the project. 
 

2) We support proposals A2 and B2. Both are needed to address inequities in project 
competitiveness. 
Proposals A2 and B2 are complimentary to each other. By uplifting local transit and 
allowing short-distance trips to compete amongst each other, Proposal A2 acknowledges 
that the current guidelines lean heavily in favor of longer rail lines that may not be 
available in every region of the state competing for these funds. Along those same lines, 
Proposal B2 calls for an effort to standardize ridership estimates that are currently not 
consistent across transit agencies. While we understand that available data for an 
approach to such methodology may be difficult to come by and will take time to 
implement, a quick and simple approach to this issue would be for the program 
guidelines to clearly state whether system-wide ridership increases can be included or 
only transit line specific ridership estimates. In either case, this would create clarity on 
the ridership estimates and fairer approach to this key component of the transit GHG 
quantification.  

    
In addition to our support for Proposal A2 to place less weight on the transit GHG reduction of 
the project, we are supportive of Proposal G3 to establish a requirement that all AHSC funded 
projects be All-Electric. This provision ensures that the AHSC program is aligned with the goals 
of the Greenhouse Gas Reduction Fund while also placing a greater emphasis on the GHG 
reduction impact of the housing being built with this funding. As stated earlier in this letter, a 
more housing-centered approach to the GHG reduction of a project rather than a transit-
centered approach creates more opportunity and fairness statewide to communities and regions 
with less access to transit infrastructure.  
 
In 2016, SDHF released a report prepared in partnership with Centers for Neighborhood 
Technology and California Housing Partnership analyzing the potential GHG impact and 
housing production opportunities of the AHSC program in the San Diego region. The study, 
Location Matters: Affordable Housing and VMT Reduction in San Diego County, found that the 
AHSC program could fund an estimated 1,100 affordable homes near transit in San Diego 
County that would eliminate 65.6 million miles of driving and provide 17.9 thousand metric 
tons of GHG reductions over the lifetime of the developments.  
 
In 2019, Circulate San Diego released its report “Fair Share,” which documented how the San 
Diego region has received less than an equitable amount of AHSC funding from prior rounds. 
While we are committed to advocating for local agencies to be more strategic and helpful for 
AHSC applications, we need the State to meet us half way by maintaining fair and equitable 
rules.  
 
With these studies in hand, we have urged our local governments, transit agencies, and 
affordable housing developers to take the steps necessary to pursue funding available from the 
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AHSC program. We have seen local governments step up as partners in applications, transit 
agencies prioritize their land for affordable housing, and developers shift priorities in project 
proposals to increase the potential of a project to reduce GHGs and be competitive for this 
program. Unfortunately, the program guidelines consistently favor other regions of the state 
and have led to an air of disillusionment with the potential of the AHSC program in the San 
Diego region.  
 
We strongly share the Strategic Growth Council’s goals to build affordable homes near transit to 
reduce greenhouse gas emissions throughout California and for this reason strongly urge 
changes to the program guidelines that will create a more encouraging environment for 
applicants in the San Diego region. 
 
We thank you, your staff, and the members of the Strategic Growth Council for your efforts to 
gather community input in the guideline development process for this program. We look 
forward to continuing to work with you to support healthy, thriving, and resilient communities 
for all. 
 
Sincerely, 
 

 
Laura Nunn 
Chief of Policy & Education 
San Diego Housing Federation 
 
 

 
Colin Parent 
Executive Director & General Counsel 
Circulate San Diego 
 
 
 
 
Madison Coleman 
Policy Advocate 
Climate Action Campaign 
 


