
11 August 2022

The Honorable Todd Gloria
Mayor City of San Diego
202 C Street, 11th Floor
San Diego, CA 92101

RE: Please Support Alternative D on Park Blvd in Balboa Park

Dear Honorable Mayor Gloria and Councilmember Whitburn,

The recent Balboa Park Committee vote that endorsed Alternative D for the upcoming
resurfacing is momentous; key Balboa Park stakeholders support protected bike lanes and
efficient transit for Park Boulevard.

An enormous opportunity lies in the integral connection between uptown and downtown that is
Park Boulevard. By choosing Alternative D, the City of San Diego can take concrete steps
towards climate action and achieving Vision Zero.

This alternative has the potential to shift the modes of transportation that people use to get to
the crown jewel of San Diego, as well as through the park on the 7 and 215 buses. These
routes are two of the most frequently used bus routes in the region. We know that efficient and
accessible transit is a key element in reducing Vehicle Miles Traveled and consequently
reducing our high transportation-related emissions.

Alternative D has significant potential to reduce serious traffic-related injuries and deaths
through the planned bike and pedestrian infrastructure and traffic calming measures. To ensure
that people have access to Balboa Park institutions such as the WorldBeat Cultural Center and
Centro Cultural de la Raza, we recommend improving the connection to the preexisting parking
at Inspiration Point through the use of infrastructure such as a HAWK beacon at Inspiration
Point Way.

Neither climate action nor Vision Zero will be achieved with half-solutions. Alternative D is by far
the most comprehensive of the options proposed. We must think not only about our present, but
also our future, and which alternative most closely aligns with the community that we wish to
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create. To us, that looks like a San Diego that is walkable, bikeable, and climate
justice-centered.

Thank you for all of the ways you have already supported efficient transit and safe bike and
pedestrian infrastructure, and for the ways we hope you will continue to do so.

Sincerely,

Andy Hanshaw
Executive Director

San Diego County Bicycle Coalition
Kyle Heiskala

Board President
BikeSD

Colin Parent
Executive Director

Circulate San Diego Mitch Silverstein
Policy Coordinator

Surfrider Foundation
San Diego County


