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September 21, 2022 

 

The Honorable Gavin Newsom 

Governor, State of California 

1021 O Street, Suite 9000 

Sacramento, CA 95814 

 

RE: AB 2097 (Friedman) Signature Request  

 

Dear Governor Newsom:  

 

On behalf of Circulate San Diego, a nonprofit whose mission is to create excellent 

mobility choices and vibrant, healthy neighborhoods, I write to respectfully request that 

you SIGN AB 2097 (Friedman). This bill would prohibit local governments from requiring 

excessive parking for new developments near transit.  

 

California needs more homes. Our climate goals also need new developments to 

prioritize affordability and access to transit, above outmoded priorities like car storage.  

 

Circulate was the leading advocate for recent successful efforts to reduce parking 

requirements both for homes and for new commercial developments in the City of San 

Diego. Like AB 2097, San Diego allows parking, but does not require excessive amounts. 

 

Circulate also sponsored AB 2345, which extended the City of San Diego’s enhanced 

density bonus program across California. That bill was the most substantial housing 

production bill you signed in 2020.  

 

Earlier this year, Circulate published a report “Home Run for Homes.”1 That report details 

how San Diego’s enhanced density bonus program (called the Affordable Homes 

Bonus Program or “AHBP” locally), produced many thousands of affordable and 

market-rate homes.  

 

The data in “Home Run for Homes” demonstrates that parking reform in the City of San 

Diego absolutely did not undermine the success of density bonus. Below is a chart from 

“Home Run for Homes” that shows the remarkable growth of density bonus production 

in the City of San Diego. This occurred even after parking reform began. 

 

                                                 
1 Colin Parent and Jesse O’Sullivan, Home Run for Homes, Circulate San Diego (April 18, 2022), 

available at http://circulatesd.org/homerunforhomes.  
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As the above chart shows, the year after parking reform took effect in 2019, production 

from density bonus in the City of San Diego shot up. The City of San Diego is the best 

natural experiment to see how density bonus and parking reform interact.  

 

The evidence is clear that parking reform does not pose a risk to the continued success 

of California Density Bonus Law. 

 

Please continue to support housing affordability in California, and sign AB 2097. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

 
 
Colin Parent 

Executive Director and General Counsel 

Circulate San Diego 


