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December 8, 2022 

 

Mayor Todd Gloria and Members of the City Council 

City of San Diego 

202 C Street, 11th Floor 

San Diego, CA 92101 

 

SUBJECT: Support for Proposed Sustainable Development Areas 

  

Dear Mayor Todd Gloria and Members of the City Council: 

 

On behalf of Circulate San Diego, whose mission is to create excellent mobility choices 

and vibrant, healthy neighborhoods, I am writing to support the proposed change from 

“Transit Priority Areas” (TPAs) to “Sustainable Development Areas” (SDAs), with the 

caveat that no downzones should be a part of the proposal. 

 

Circulate San Diego previously wrote a letter in opposition to the change from TPAs to 

SDAs. In that letter, we expressed concerns that the proposal would violate the city’s 

obligation to affirmatively further fair housing by reducing capacity in high opportunity 

areas while increasing it in low opportunity areas.  

 

In the interim, we spoke to staff with the Housing Accountability Unit at the California 

Department of Housing and Community Development. We understand they also spoke 

with City staff in response to the issues we raised. 

 

The latest update to the City's proposal addresses the fair housing issues we identified. 

The proposed update would eliminate TPAs and replace them with SDAs. SDAs would 

center around the same transit stops as TPAs, but instead of extending a 1/2 mile radius, 

would be measured by walking distance. While the old proposal would have extended 

1 mile in mobility zones 1 and 2, and 3/4 mile in mobility zone 4, the new proposal 

extends to those areas, plus areas within 1 mile of a major transit stop that are in high or 

highest opportunity areas in mobility zone 4.  

 

According to the City’s analysis, this change results in a significant net increase in 

development capacity in high and highest resource neighborhoods. Moreover, the 

proposal adds more development capacity in high and highest resource 

neighborhoods than it does in low and very low resource neighborhoods. 

 

This proposal affirmatively furthers fair housing by adding more opportunity for new 

housing in exclusionary, high resource neighborhoods.  

 

http://www.circulatesd.org/
https://www.sandiego.gov/sites/default/files/planning_commission_12.2.22_memo_and_attachments.pdf
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We also expressed concerns that it downzoned significant portions of the city. This 

proposal downzones significantly less area than the previous proposal. In addition, SDAs 

would have a significantly larger overall capacity than TPAs. Circulate maintains our 

concern that no areas should be downzoned during a housing crisis. The city should still 

adopt SDAs as an addition to, not a replacement for, TPAs. 

  

Circulate would like to thank city staff for taking fair housing concerns seriously, and for 

making improvements to the proposal. This new proposal is a fairer and more equitable 

approach, and it will help to address our housing crisis.   

 

The Mayor and City Council should support this proposal, with the modification that 

SDAs be an addition to, not a replacement for, TPAs.  

 

Sincerely, 

 

 
 

Colin Parent 

Executive Director and General Counsel 

 

CC: 

 

 San Diego City Attorney Mara Elliot 

 David Zisser, California Department of Housing and Community Development, 

Housing Accountability Unit 

 Eleanor Blume, Office of the California Attorney General, Housing Strikeforce 

 Dylan Casey, California Renters Legal Advocacy and Education Fund 

 Sonja Trauss, YIMBY Law 

 


