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Islamophobia: Dislike of or prejudice against Islam or Muslims, especially as a political force. (The 

Oxford English dictionary) 

Definitions and Discussion: 

Definition of Islamophobia: Just as there is no uncertainty about what homophobia means (e.g. “Dislike 

of, or prejudice against homosexual people,” Oxford) there should be no uncertainty as the implications of 

Islamophobia.  Fear, hate and hostility towards Islam and Muslims rooted in narrow-minded perspectives 

which create negative stereotypes of Muslims that stain all aspects of Canadian society. 1   

Islamophobia is a racism:  Islamophobia becomes a form of racism because it targets not just those who 

actually practice Islam, but also those who are presumed to be Muslim by their appearance, origin, or 

other indicators.  So while the concept of Islamophobia was not initially a “biological” racism, it has gone 

through a process of “racialization” over time in Canada and other Western countries.  This is seen in that 

individuals are discriminated against as much because of the colour of their skin (a biologically-based 

racism), their name, their dress, their language, their accent, as by whether or not they even practice 

Islam.   

Implications and manifestations of Islamophobia: Just like with homophobia, or racism against African-

Americans, Muslims can face diminished opportunities in the job market and their careers; lower levels of 

service from public or private institutions; less favourable treatment by public servants or corporations; 

physical danger to their persons and institutions; hatred in their personal interactions; and other areas.   

“Islamophobia consists of violence against Muslims in the form of physical assaults, verbal abuse, and the 

vandalizing of property, especially of Islamic institutions including mosques, Islamic schools and Muslim 

cemeteries. Islamophobia also includes discrimination in employment — where Muslims are faced with 

unequal opportunities —discrimination in the provision of health services, exclusion from managerial 

positions and jobs of high responsibility; and exclusion from political and governmental posts. 

Ultimately, Islamophobia also comprises prejudice in the media, literature, and everyday conversation”2 

Not “Singling out”/“Giving special treatment to” Islamophobia:  Some politicians have suggested that 

there was an attempt to give Islamophobia “special treatment,” by identifying it by name in Motion M-

103 – thus, giving it preferential importance/treatment.  But individuals making this argument would 

likewise dilute the statement “Black lives matter” by saying, “All lives matter.”  While it is true that all 

lives matter, white lives in the West have always “mattered,” while black lives have not been valued in 

the same way.  “Black lives matter” puts the emphasis on the fact that society overall has historically 

attributed less value to black lives based on several independent empirical measures, e.g. deaths in police 

custody, incarceration rates, graduation rates, life expectancy, etc.   

Similarly, in 2017, by citing Islamophobia when speaking against religious discrimination or systemic 

racism, we put the emphasis that it is especially Muslims who are experiencing religious discrimination 

and systemic racism in Canada today, and who were the targets of a recent murderous attack on a Quebec 

City mosque.  The safety, rights and opportunities of Christians in Canada are not in jeopardy in 2017; 

whereas those of Muslims are. 

A. Politicians should treat Islamophobia as the serious prejudice – even racism – that it is.  

Politicians express contempt toward Muslims, and discredit themselves by playing political games 

with the issue. 

1. Federal caucuses should not use the issue of Islamophobia (or any other prejudice) as a 

opportunity for political games.  The inappropriate behaviour of some federal parties from 

October, 2016 through March, 2017 was shocking and disappointing.  Ultimately, this behaviour 

suggested a gross indifference to the ominous rise of Islamophobia, and the threat faced by 

millions of Canadians. For example:   
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i. The anti-Islamophobia petition e-411 sponsored by a Liberal MP was at first spurned by the 

Liberals.  It was the NDP leader who obtained unanimous consent around a motion based on 

this petition. 

ii. The Liberals tabled motion M-103 which calls for a study of “systemic racism and religious 

discrimination” by the Standing Committee on Canadian Heritage.  The recommendation of 

Heritage for the study seems to be based on political considerations only, as either 

Citizenship and Immigration, or Justice would bring far greater expertise to this file. 

iii. When the anti-Islamophobia motion M-103 was tabled, MPs who had supported the October 

motion now claimed to be unsure of what Islamophobia actually was.  This was disingenuous 

and petty. 

iv. Conservatives tabled a motion to compete with M-103 based in the spurious “can’t single out 

Islamophobia” argument, with the apparent true intent of averting a study of Islamophobia, as 

per M-103. 

v. Rather than rationalize or find a compromise the competing motions, Liberals and 

Conservatives played their political hands to the utmost with each motion, each extracting the 

maximum political gain, at the expense of Canadian Muslims. 

2. Parliament should move quickly to qualify the problem of Islamophobia, and organize remedies.  

M-103 has launched a process which could lead to a better understanding of religious 

discrimination, systemic racism, and Islamophobia in Canada.  Parliament should follow up on 

the findings of the study promptly, findings that will likely lead to additional funds being 

budgeted for campaigns of public awareness and cultural sensitization.  For example: 

i. Communication of guidelines to agents of the state vis-à-vis respect for religious freedom, to 

prevent judges, or other agents of the state from making unconstitutional legal or procedural 

decisions.  This would also be useful to help state actors understand the appropriate 

accommodations legally due Canadians in their interactions with the state. 

ii. Guidelines to law enforcement to ensure a legal and uniform application of laws, as they 

potentially pursue criminal investigations regarding members of religious communities.   

iii. Communication and training around the laws regarding discrimination in employment, to 

help civil servants, and other agents and institutions to protect all Canadians from 

discrimination in employment based on religion.   

iv. Communication and application of sanctions against agents or institutions which fail to 

respect Canadian laws regarding freedom of religion, to prevent civil servants, schools, law 

enforcement, municipalities or other actors from violating the religious expression of 

Canadians.   

B. Politicians should avoid exploiting Canadians’ prejudices for political gain.  Playing to 

Canadians’ basest inclinations brings out the worst in our society.  Politicians – as societal leaders – 

should not exploit Canadians’ prejudices for greater popularity or personal gain.  M-103 was not a 

motion on which politicians should have based their vote on poll results, but rather on principle. 

1. Politicians must acknowledge that the harm from Islamophobia is concrete, and affects thousands 

of Canadians every day.  While many Canadians fear a terror attack by extremist groups, the 

danger from such attacks is dwarfed by the other everyday dangers, e.g. traffic accidents, heart 

disease, a fall, a painkiller overdose, etc.  

2. Politicians must make clear that extremists who plan terror attacks have nothing to do with 

Canadians’ Muslims friends, co-workers and neighbours.  Canadian Muslims abhor such acts, and 

their leaders are regularly on record denouncing such attacks, whether they occur in Canada or 

elsewhere.  Politicians should be careful to make this distinction repeatedly. 

 
1 Note: It is disingenuous to invoke false etymological arguments about Islamophobia needing to be a “fear” of some sort. 
2 Abu Sway, Mustafa, “Islamophobia: Meaning, Manifestations, Causes,” Palestine-Israel Journal, Vol. 12, No. 2&3, 2005 


