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A. Canada must engage with the growing consensus among human rights organizations that Israel 

is committing the crime of apartheid, as defined under international law. In February 2022, 

Amnesty International published a 280-page report titled “Israel’s Apartheid Against Palestinians.”1 

Similar conclusions on Israeli “apartheid” have been reached in recent years by Human Rights Watch, 

B’Tselem, Yesh Din, Al-Haq, and many other Palestinian, Israeli, and international organizations.2  

1. Canada should support the rigorous analysis of human rights organizations on the ground, and 

publicly condemn the Israeli government for its crimes of apartheid.  

2. Canada must take action to hold Israeli officials accountable. To this end, Canada should: 

a) Review and revise all bilateral agreements and activities with Israel to ensure that these are 

not contributing to maintaining the system of apartheid. Agreements requiring review would 

include: 

i. The Canada-Israel Free Trade Agreement (CIFTA); 

ii. The Canada-Israel Agreement on Bilateral Cooperation in Industrial Research and 

Development (CIIRDF); 

iii. The Canada-Israel Strategic Partnership MOU; 

b) Suspend the sale of arms to Israel; 

c) Ban trade with illegal Israeli settlements in occupied Palestinian territory; 

d) Bring perpetrators of the crimes of apartheid to justice, including by exercising universal 

jurisdiction and supporting an investigation by the International Criminal Court; 

e) Support the re-establishment of the United Nations Special Committee against Apartheid. 

B. Canada must stand up for human rights defenders and oppose Israel’s criminalization of 

Palestinian NGOs. On October 19, 2021, Israel’s Minister of Defense Benny Gantz designated six 

respected and credible civil society Palestinian NGOs as “terrorist organisations,” effectively 

criminalizing them. This designation is certain to have catastrophic consequences for the ability of 

these organizations to conduct their human rights work and their ability to secure funding, and it 

poses a grave threat to the safety and well-being of their employees and volunteers.3  

1. Canada must condemn Israel’s designation and firmly reject the fraudulent “terrorist” 

designation; 

2. Canada must hold Israeli officials accountable for its attacks on civil society by imposing 

sanctions; 

3. Canada must everything in its power to support and protect the work of human rights defenders in 

Palestine, including by making its diplomatic resources in Tel Aviv and Ramallah available to the 

targeted NGOs, should they request it. 

C. Canada should consistently and forcefully condemn all violations of human rights and 

international law, including: 

1. The continued presence and expansion of illegal Israeli colonies (“settlements”) in occupied 

Palestinian territory. At the end of 2019, there were 441,600 settlers living illegally in the West 

Bank, and 228,437 living in East Jerusalem.4 Several new settlements have either been recently 

approved or are currently being considered, including in strategic areas in East Jerusalem. These 

settlements explicitly violate Art. 49 (6) of the Fourth Geneva Convention. 

2. Military actions against the civilian population of Gaza. In May 2021, Israeli forces killed 240 

Palestinians in Gaza (63% of them were civilians), and wounded 1,968.5 During the same period, 

violence from Palestinian militants killed 12 Israelis. Canada should critically evaluate all Israeli 

claims of “self-defence,” and review claims by Human Rights Watch that Israeli war strikes have 

apparently constituted war crimes (including at least three strikes in May 2021).6 
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3. The mass forced “evictions” of Palestinians from their homes in Sheikh Jarrah and Silwan. In 

these two neighborhoods of occupied East Jerusalem, more than a thousand Palestinians face 

imminent dispossession to be replaced by Jewish Israeli settlers.7 While Israel positions such 

actions as “evictions,” human rights organizations consider them to be illegal, ethnically-targeted 

expulsions. 

4. The unlawful use of lethal force against Palestinian demonstrators, including children. During the 

March of Return in Gaza starting in 2018, Israeli forces killed 214 Palestinians (including 46 

children) and injured 36,100 (including almost 8,800 children).8 In 2021, Israeli forces shot and 

killed 17 children with live ammunition.9 

5. Israeli administrative detention and abuse of Palestinian prisoners. At any given time, Israel holds 

thousands of Palestinians in military detention, and hundreds more in indefinite administrative 

detention, which is often based on secret evidence without charge or trial. At the end of 2021, 

there were 145 Palestinian children in military detention and 5 in administrative detention.10 

6. Israeli abuses against Palestinian children. All the abuses listed above impact the lives and safety 

of Palestinian children, including the systemic abuse and torture of children who are detained and 

prosecuted in Israel’s military court system. Canadians are calling for the appointment of a 

Special Envoy to monitor and report on the rights of Palestinian children under occupation.11 

D. The Parliamentary discourse on Israel-Palestine must reflect the fact that there are no 

negotiations presently taking place between Israelis and Palestinians. Not only have no 

negotiations taken place since 2014, but Israel’s Prime Minister is a long-time opponent of a 

Palestinian state, and he has promised not to enter negotiations while in office (this is a position 

shared by his alternate, who will take over the position in 2023).12 Given this impasse, Canada’s 

emphasis on a negotiated two-state solution increasingly looks like justification for inaction in the 

present.13 

1. Canada should prioritize urgent action in support of human rights and freedom. The focus of the 

international community cannot be on endless negotiations, but on Israel's responsibilities as an 

occupying power, and the urgent need to protect the rights and freedoms of the Palestinian 

people. 

2. Canada should stop privileging the two-state solution as the only acceptable outcome. Given the 

dire prospect that a two-state solution can ever be achieved due to decades of deliberate Israeli 

policy, Canada should be open to supporting whatever option is most likely to secure equal 

freedoms and rights for all, irrespective of religion or ethnicity. 

3. Canada should advance the possibility of Palestinian self-determination by putting pressure on the 

Israeli government, including economic and diplomatic sanctions. Israel is the occupying power 

and for decades has demonstrated its complete unwillingness to cede its control over Palestinian 

territory. This pressure is the only way that Canada can play a constructive role to secure the self-

determination of all peoples. 

E. Canada must stop attempting to block initiatives by Palestinians to seek justice and 

representation at the international level. 

1. Canada should drop its opposition to an investigation of alleged war crimes by the International 

Criminal Court (ICC). Canada’s opposition in 2020 was based on the opinion that the ICC did not 

have proper jurisdiction. Nevertheless, Palestine is a signatory to the Rome Statute and the ICC 

determined in 2021 that the Court does have jurisdiction and that the investigation should go 

ahead. As one of the only avenues available for Palestinians to seek accountability, Canada 

should give its support to this legal effort. 

2. Canada should recognize the State of Palestine. Palestinian statehood is recognized by 138 

countries, and Palestine has non-member observer status at the United Nations. While this status 

is largely symbolic, it would provide Palestinians with greater access to legal mechanisms to 

pursue justice and advocate for its rights on the international stage. 
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3. Canada must vote in support of all UNGA resolutions which uphold the human rights and well-

being of Palestinians. Every year, the UN General Assembly votes on about 16 resolutions which 

are related to human rights violations in Israeli-occupied territories.14 Breaking from Canada’s 

historic tradition, both the Harper and Trudeau governments have voted against most these 

resolutions, aligning Canada with a tiny minority of countries at the UN. 

F. Canada must provide humanitarian relief to Palestinians suffering as a result of the conflict. 

1. Canada must push for an end to the blockade of Gaza. Israel’s blockade of Gaza since 2007 has 

created and perpetuated one of the world’s worst humanitarian crises, which amounts to collective 

punishment of the civilian population. At a minimum, Canada must demand that Israel allow 

civilian supplies and medicines to enter Gaza without restriction, and for the movement of 

civilians in and out of the territory.  

2. Canada must increase its funding for Palestinian refugees via the UN Relief and Works Agency 

(UNRWA). In 2016, the Liberal government restored funding to UNRWA, reversing the cuts 

from the Harper era. However, for the last several years UNRWA has faced a severe financial 

crisis which routinely threatens its ability to pay its employees or provide basic services. 

UNRWA helps to maintain schools and health care facilities for the over 5 million registered 

Palestinian refugees in the Middle East and must be given adequate support.  

G. Parliamentarians must seek a deeper understanding of the existing dynamics of the Israeli-

Palestinian conflict and share that knowledge with Canadians. 

1. Parliamentarians should establish direct contact with independent Palestinian and Israeli human 

rights organisations, including those organizations criminalized by Israel, and invite them to 

testify before the Foreign Affairs Committee.  

2. Parliamentarians travelling to Palestine-Israel must ensure that their travel is conducted 

responsibly and that it engages with the reality of the Israeli occupation. To this end, 

parliamentarians should: 

a. Avoid all-expenses-paid tours with pro-Israel advocacy organizations, or at the very least 

ensure that any trip is counter-balanced with equal time and resources given to communities 

and organizations under occupation; 

b. Make contact with Palestinian and Israeli human rights defenders as well as the humanitarian 

and civil society groups working in the region; 

c. Push for access to the Gaza Strip and other areas restricted by the Israeli government. 
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