
 
  

Canadians for Justice and Peace 
in the Middle East 
580 Sainte-Croix, Suite 050 
Saint-Laurent, QC  H4L 3X5 
March 25, 2022 

Fabrice Labeau 
Deputy Provost (Student Life and Learning) 
McGill University 
James Administration Building, Room 621 
845 Sherbrooke Street West 
Montreal, Quebec H3A 0G4 
 

 

Dear Mr. Labeau,  

I am writing to you as Vice President of the Canadians for Justice and Peace in the Middle East 
(CJPME, www.cjpme.org), a national non-profit organization concerned with issues of justice, 
development and peace in the Middle East. I am alarmed to learn that McGill University is 
threatening to terminate its Memorandum of Agreement with the Students' Society of McGill 
University (SSMU) following the successful adoption of a “Palestine Solidarity Policy” via 
referendum.  

In your email to the McGill community on March 24, you make several serious accusations against 
the Palestine Solidarity Policy which are left unexplained or unfounded: 

• You claim that the policy as adopted by students echoes "key tenets of the Boycott/Divestment/ 
Sanctions [a.k.a. "BDS"] movement." However, the SSMU policy does not mention BDS, so 
any objection you may have to the BDS movement seems entirely irrelevant to the matter at 
hand. Specifically, the policy calls for boycotts against “corporations and institutions complicit 
in settler-colonial apartheid against Palestinians.” This is a course of action almost identical to 
the South African anti-apartheid movement of the 1980s, which faced similar opposition from 
McGill administrators at the time. It is McGill’s responsibility to explain exactly what 
disagreements you may have with these actions. 

• You suggest that the new SSMU policy encourages "a culture of ostracization and disrespect 
due to students’ identity, religious or political beliefs." However, the new policy does not 
mention any ethnicity or nationality, but only targets institutions which are complicit in a 
system of oppression. This allegation remains entirely unfounded. 

• You claim that “debate cannot be carried out at the expense of respect and inclusion.” This is 
ironic, given the university’s heavy-handed crackdown against one side of this debate. In 
effect, your administration is silencing campus debates on Israel’s human rights abuses against 
the Palestinians, and telling McGill students that they have no avenue by which to protest these 
abuses. 

The SSMU’s Palestine Solidarity Policy is a welcome intervention in this important historical 
moment. Within the last few years, there has been a growing consensus among human rights groups 
and other experts that Israel is practicing apartheid against the Palestinians. This includes Amnesty 
International, Human Rights Watch, B’Tselem, Al-Haq, and the UN Special Rapporteur for the 
occupied Palestinian territories. In response, these voices have urged the international community to 
adopt forms of economic and diplomatic pressure to force Israel to dismantle its discriminatory 
laws. The SSMU’s new policy is an appropriate and necessary response to the recommendations of 
these human rights organizations, targeting not identity, religious, or political beliefs, but complicity 
in a system of oppression. This leadership from students should be commended, not condemned.  

 

 



 
 

Finally, your threats against the SSMU have troubling implications for student democracy. As you 
are aware, 71.1% of students voted in favour of this policy, which commits the SSMU to take a 
principled stand against Israel’s system of racial discrimination. This is a stunning show of support 
for the policy among students, and an incredible victory for anti-racist organizers on campus. By 
threatening to terminate the agreements by which the SSMU receives its fees, McGill’s actions are 
undermining student democracy and autonomy, and putting student services in jeopardy.  

This threat to undermine student democracy and anti-racist solidarity must be rescinded. CJPME 
calls for McGill to allow students to freely undertake principled and anti-racist activism against the 
abuses of any country. 

I thank you for your prompt action on these items.  I can be reached at 438-380-5410. 

Sincerely,  

 
Michael Bueckert, PhD 
Vice President Canadians for Justice and Peace in the Middle East (CJPME) 
 


