
 
  

Canadians for Justice and Peace 
in the Middle East 
580 Sainte-Croix, Suite 050 
Saint-Laurent, QC  H4L 3X5 
May 20, 2022 
438-380-5410 

Hon. Mélanie Joly 
Minister, Global Affairs Canada 
Lester B. Pearson Building 
125 Sussex Drive 
Ottawa, Ontario K1A 0G2 
 

Dear Ms. Joly,  
It has been more than one week since the killing of Al Jazeera journalist Shireen Abu 
Akleh, who was shot in the head during an Israeli raid in Jenin, a city in the occupied West 
Bank. In the aftermath, you issued a tweet calling for a “thorough investigation” into the 
killing, and the Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister of Foreign Affairs has said that 
people will need to have “confidence in its findings.” However, even as evidence mounts 
which points to Israeli forces as the perpetuators of the attack, Israel has indicated it is not 
willing to participate in a credible investigation of the crime. In the absence of 
accountability, and given the gravity of the incident, Canada must demand nothing less than 
an independent, international investigation.  
From the beginning, it was immediately apparent that Israeli forces were responsible for the 
killing of Abu Akleh, as multiple eyewitness accounts from the scene insisted that she was 
deliberately targeted by Israeli soldiers in what they referred to as an execution or 
assassination. These witnesses included journalists Shatha Hanaysha, who was standing 
beside Abu Akleh when she was killed, and Ali al-Samoudi, who was shot in the back 
during the same attack. Since then, these credible accounts have been supported by 
additional evidence and two independent, preliminary investigations: 

• Palestinian NGO Al-Haq conducted an initial field investigation immediately 
following the attack. Al-Haq concluded that their investigation “clearly shows that 
the crime was committed by Israeli soldiers,” and “indicates that the murder of 
Shireen amounts to willful killing, a war crime under article 8 of the Rome Statute 
of the International Criminal Court (ICC).” 

• The Dutch-based Bellingcat Investigation Team conducted a probe based on open-
source videos and photographs, and their conclusions support the eyewitness 
accounts. First, they determined that it was most likely Israeli forces that fired the 
shots which killed Abu Akleh. Second, they determined that the shots “seem to be 
both aimed and deliberate – not wild, undirected sprays. This pattern of gunfire 
points to the possibility of intentional targeting of the journalists by the shooter, 
rather than accidental crossfire.” 

• New video evidence from the scene which begins moments before the killing of 
Akleh, and which has been verified by Al Jazeera, further corroborates the 
eyewitness accounts. Contrary to Israeli claims that the shot may have occurred 
during crossfire with Palestinian gunmen, the video clearly shows that the scene was 



 
calm and peaceful, with no evidence of fighting. This further indicates that the shots 
were not an accident, but that Abu Akleh was deliberately targeted. 

While Israel continues to deflect responsibility for the killing of Abu Akleh, there is strong 
reason to doubt its credibility, given the behaviour of Israeli officials following the murder. 
The Israeli government initially spread disinformation attempting to blame Palestinians for 
the killing, which was immediately debunked by Israeli human rights organization 
B’Tselem and several news outlets. This week, the Israeli military announced that it will 
not conduct a criminal probe.  
Israel has sought to shift focus onto the Palestinian Authority (PA) for not agreeing to a 
‘joint investigation’ or handing over evidence, but the PA’s position is entirely reasonable. 
Just as nobody would expect Ukraine to cooperate with Russia in a joint investigation into 
Russian war crimes, it is outrageous to expect Palestinians to cooperate with a military 
regime which occupies them, and which is reasonably believed to have perpetuated this 
crime. Underlining this point are the reports from B’Tselem and other human rights 
organizations, which document how Israel’s military has shown itself unable and unwilling 
to investigate itself, giving Palestinians no reason to trust an Israeli-led process.  
On the contrary, the PA has declared its willingness to cooperate with an international 
investigation to ensure a fair and credible process, and intends to bring the case to the 
International Criminal Court (ICC). The International Federation of Journalists has also 
announced it would seek to add Abu Akleh’s case to their existing complaint at the ICC 
against Israel’s systemic targeting of journalists. Canada should give its full support to these 
initiatives. 
Only an independent and international investigation offers any hope for justice and 
accountability. We exhort you to clearly condemn the killing of Abu Akleh by Israeli 
forces, call for an independent, international investigation, and demand Israel’s full 
cooperation, including the handing over of evidence. Canada should also immediately 
suspend military trade with Israel, to ensure that made-in-Canada weapons are not used to 
target journalists or anyone else. 
We reiterate our request to meet with you in-person regarding these, and other matters, 
related to Canada's relationship with Israel and the Palestinians.   
Sincerely,  

 
Michael Bueckert, PhD 
Vice President  
Canadians for Justice and Peace in the Middle East 
 
CC: 
Canada-Palestine Parliamentary Friendship Group 


