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Map 1: Following World War II, land ownership in Israel-Palestine 
was roughly 6% Jewish, and 94% Palestinian.  This, despite massive 
emmigration by Jews to the region in the decades prior.  
Map 2: The UN Partition Plan of 1947 allocated 53% of the land to a 
Jewish-majority state, and 47% of the land to a Palestinian-majority 
state.  At this time, the Jews only represented 33% of the population 
of Israel-Palestine.  Western countries voted in support of the Plan, 
while almost all Asian and African countries voted against it.   
Map 3: In the armed conflict of 1948, Israel defeated its opponents, 
and seized vast amounts of land intended for the Palestinian-majority 
state.  At least 700,000 Palestinians became refugees between 
1947-1949, yet Israel has never permitted these refugees to return.  
In 1967, Israel invaded the West Bank and Gaza, and has militarily 
controlled these territories ever since.  
Map 4: With its military occupation of the West Bank, Israel contin-
ues to confiscate land with illegal Jewish-only colonies (a.k.a. 
“settlements”), Jewish-only roads, “security” zones, and a 700-km. 
Wall.  Palestinians are separated from their lands, their schools, 
health services, and neighbouring Palestinian communities by what 
some now call Israel’s “matrix of control.” 

Israel’s gradual dispossession of Palestinians from 1946 - Present
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