
 
  

Canadians for Justice and Peace 
in the Middle East 
580 Sainte-Croix, Suite 050 
Saint-Laurent, QC  H4L 3X5 
August 18, 2022 

Hon. Mélanie Joly 
Minister of Foreign Affairs 
House of Commons 
Ottawa, Ontario, 
Canada 
K1A 0A6 

 

 

Dear Hon. Mélanie Joly,  

I am writing to urge you to take immediate action in support of six leading Palestinian NGOs, 
whose offices in Ramallah were raided and shut down by Israeli occupation forces early this 
morning. In October 2021, Israel’s Minister of Defense Benny Gantz outlawed these organizations 
based on false terrorism charges, for which there is no credible evidence, in a clear attempt to shut 
down their activities. This morning Israeli forces escalated their repression by raiding and damaging 
their offices, confiscating their property, welding their doors shut, and leaving behind military 
orders declaring the organizations to be unlawful. Israel’s alarming and horrifying attacks on the six 
organizations amount to the attempted elimination of Palestinian civil society and must be 
condemned in the strongest terms possible. 

Let me remind you that the organizations which have been targeted by Israel’s repressive actions 
include some of the most respected civil society groups operating in the occupied Palestinian 
territories (OPT). This includes Defense for Children International – Palestine (DCI-P), which is 
currently investigating the deaths of 17 children killed during Israel’s recent military offensive in 
Gaza. It also includes Al-Haq, a human rights and international law organization which is currently 
preparing evidence for the International Criminal Court’s investigation into war crimes in the OPT. 
Israel’s latest raids are designed to obstruct and shut down this critical human rights work.  

My organization, Canadians for Justice and Peace in the Middle East (CJPME), has been warning 
your government since October that Israel’s false “terrorism” designations were certain to have 
catastrophic consequences for these NGOs, and we have called on you to demand of your Israeli 
counterparts that these designations be rescinded. This was emphasized in a letter to your office 
dated December 13, 2021, for which we have not received a reply. I’m also aware that you have 
been contacted about this matter by the Canada-Palestine Parliamentary Friendship Group, the 
Coalition of Canadian Palestinian Organizations, the National Council of Canadian Muslims, 
Amnesty International, opposition parties, and many civil society organizations.  

Unfortunately, I’ve been distressed to watch as your government has repeatedly refused to take a 
position. In a reply to a question in Parliament in December 2021, you suggested that Canada had 
not yet made a determination about the credibility of Israel’s allegations, stating that you were still 
waiting for “clarity” from the Israeli government. This past March, your government’s reply to a 
Parliamentary e-petition did not mention Israel’s terrorism designations against the Palestinian 
NGOs, nor did it express support for the specific groups being targeted. 

This hesitation to take a position on Israel’s crackdown on Palestinian civil society is entirely 
unjustifiable. Within a few weeks of Israel’s outlawing of the six organizations, its secret dossiers of 
supposed evidence had already been leaked to the press and widely discredited, and Israel had been 
condemned by UN aid agencies and rights experts, Amnesty International and Human Rights 
Watch, and more than twenty Israeli human rights groups. In recent months, ten European 
governments and UN officials have confirmed that they have still not received any credible 
evidence from Israel to justify the designations, and have urged support for the Palestinian NGOs: 



 
• In March 2022, UN High Commissioner for Human Rights Michelle Bachelet said that her 

“Office remains unaware of any credible evidence to support these accusations,” and called 
upon Israel to revoke the designations; 

• In April 2022, a group of UN experts issued a statement noting that "Israel has had six 
months to substantiate its accusations and it has failed to deliver," and urged the 
international community to support the six Palestinian organizations; 

• In July 2022, nine European countries (Belgium, Denmark, France, Germany, Ireland, Italy, 
Holland, Spain and Sweden) issued a joint statement concluding that “no substantial 
information was received from Israel that would justify reviewing our policy towards the 
six Palestinian NGOs,” and pledged that “in the absence of such evidence, we will continue 
our cooperation and strong support for the civil society in the OPT.” This was echoed by 
Norway in a statement a few days later. 

Canada’s ongoing silence in the face of unfounded attacks on Palestinian civil society is 
contributing to Israel’s sense of impunity and will only embolden further and more dangerous 
actions against human rights defenders. It is critical to emphasize that these attacks are happening in 
a context in which Israeli airstrikes in Gaza have recently and deliberately targeted civilian 
infrastructure, and that Israeli forces continue to use lethal force against children in frequent raids 
throughout occupied territory. More than ever, civil society is necessary to hold Israel accountable 
for its actions, including violations of human rights and international law. 

Canada’s hesitation to support Palestinian human rights defenders must end now. Canada must 
immediately take the following actions: 

• Condemn Israel’s criminalization of Palestinian NGOs, and firmly reject the fraudulent 
“terrorist” designations; 

• Hold Israeli officials accountable for its attacks on civil society by imposing sanctions; and 

• Do everything in your power to support and protect the work of human rights defenders in 
Palestine, including by making diplomatic resources in Tel Aviv and Ramallah available to 
the targeted NGOs, should they request it. 

I can be reached at 438-380-5410 to discuss this urgent matter further. CJPME is also still willing to 
assist in arranging a meeting with one or more of the Palestinian civil society groups targeted by this 
latest move. 

Sincerely,  

 
Michael Bueckert  
Vice President 
Canadians for Justice and Peace in the Middle East 
 
cc:  
 
Canada-Palestine Parliamentary Friendship Group 
Michael Chong, Conservative Foreign Affairs critic  
Heather McPherson, NDP Foreign Affairs critic 
Stéphane Bergeron, Bloc Québécois Foreign Affairs critic 
Elizabeth May, Parliamentary Leader of the Green Party 
Lisa Stadelbauer, Canada’s Ambassador to Israel 
Robin Wettlaufer, Canada’s Representative to the Palestinian Authority 


