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Canadians for Justice and Peace 
in the Middle East 
580 Sainte-Croix, Suite 060 
Saint-Laurent, QC H4L 3X5 
March 9, 2023 
438-380-5410 

Hon. Mélanie Joly 
Minister, Global Affairs Canada 
Lester B. Pearson Building 
125 Sussex Drive 
Ottawa, Ontario K1A 0G2 
 

Dear Ms. Joly, 

I am writing on behalf of Canadians for Justice and Peace in the Middle East (CJPME, 
https://www.cjpme.org) regarding significant moves by Israel’s far-right government to further 
entrench its control over the occupied Palestinian territories (OPT), including the dramatic 
expansion of illegal settlements and steps which amount to de jure annexation of the West 
Bank. This is a critical moment that requires an urgent response from the Canadian government, 
including the imposition of sanctions on Israeli officials. 

I note your statement of “concern” on February 14 regarding Israel’s move to authorize 9 illegal 
outposts and the comment that Canada “strongly opposes the expansion of settlements.”1 
Regrettably, the statement did not commit to taking any action to hold Israel accountable. 
Moreover, it followed Canada’s recent votes at the United Nations General Assembly (UNGA) 
against important resolutions to: 1) condemn Israel’s settlement activity;2 and 2) request an 
advisory opinion from the International Court of Justice (ICJ) on the legal consequences of 
Israel’s prolonged occupation, settlement and annexation.3 These actions undermine Canada’s 
ostensible opposition and send the unavoidable message that Canada is seeking to shield Israel 
from accountability over its actions. 

In the last few weeks, Israel has crossed several red lines related to its governance and 
colonization of the OPT, which must be acknowledged and strongly opposed. Most 
significantly, Israel transferred sweeping powers over civilian matters in the West Bank to far-
right Finance Minister Bezalel Smotrich, transferring authority outside of the purview of the 
military, in a move which is widely understood to amount to the de jure annexation of the 
territory and the entrenchment of apartheid.4 This is the determination of prominent Israeli 
human rights lawyer Michael Sfard,5 Palestinian NGO Al-Haq,6 Israeli NGOs Yesh Din, the 
Israeli Center for Public Affairs, Breaking the Silence, and the Association for Civil Rights in 
Israel,7 the Israeli Law Professors’ Forum for Democracy,8 and the Editorial Board of the Israeli 
newspaper Haaretz,9 among others. This is a troubling outgrowth of the coalition’s formal 
commitment to advancing the “application of sovereignty” over the occupied West Bank – a 
euphemism for annexation.10  

In addition: 

• Israel’s governing coalition has published a statement of principles which expresses 
blatantly supremacist views, claiming that “the Jewish people have an exclusive and 
inalienable right to all parts of the Land of Israel,” including the occupied Palestinian 
territory (OPT).11 This is an explicit denial of the rights of Palestinians in any portion of 
the territory under Israeli control. 
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• In recent weeks, Israel has moved ahead with the authorization of more than 15 new 
illegal settlements12 and more than 7,000 illegal settlement units13 in the OPT. 

• In the coming weeks, Israel is preparing to approve major new settlements, including 
the so-called “doomsday” E-1 settlement which would connect Jerusalem with the 
Ma’ale Adumim settlement and effectively sever the West Bank in half.14 

It must also be emphasized that Israel’s settlement activity is directly linked to the rise in acts of 
settler terrorism against Palestinians in the OPT, including the recent settler pogrom against the 
town of Huwara. We were angered to see that Canada declined to sign a joint statement from 19 
‘likeminded’ countries to Huwara which clearly stated that “settler violence is a result of 
Israel’s continued settlement activities,”15 even though Canada had sent a representative to 
participate in the delegation.16  

Israel’s annexation and colonization of occupied Palestinian territory represents a grave 
violation of international law and the UN Charter and demands a commensurate response. 
Canada must assert that a red line has been crossed and act accordingly to hold Israeli 
authorities for these crimes. Canada does not need to look far for an appropriate remedy, but 
can take inspiration from its existing sanctions on Russian-occupied regions of Ukraine and on 
“individuals and entities related to Russia’s illegal occupation and attempted annexation,” 
which were first imposed in 2014 and most recently amended in September 2022.17  

Canada must immediately impose consequences for actions taken by the Israeli government to 
expand illegal settlements and annex occupied Palestinian territory: 

1. Canada should condemn Israel’s recent change of governance in the West Bank as an act 
of de jure annexation; 

2. Canada should prohibit trade and all dealings with businesses and entities related to Israeli 
settlements and annexation in the OPT, including East Jerusalem. This should include a 
ban on the import of goods from settlements, as well as an asset freeze on individuals 
involved in settlement activity and acts of annexation. Sanctions should apply to settlement 
leaders as well as government officials responsible for settlement and annexation policy, 
including Israeli Prime Minister Netanyahu and Minister Bezalel Smotrich;  

3. Canada should support the International Criminal Court (ICC) in its investigation of 
alleged war crimes in the OPT, and the International Court of Justice (ICJ) in its inquiry 
into the legal consequences of Israel’s prolonged occupation, settlement and annexation of 
the OPT.  

I look forward to hearing from you regarding this matter.   

Sincerely,  

 
Michael Bueckert, PhD 
Vice President  
Canadians for Justice and Peace in the Middle East 
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CC: 
 
Rob Oliphant, Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister of Foreign Affairs 
Mary Ng, Minister of International Trade, Export Promotion, Small Business and Economic 
Development 
Permanent Mission of Canada to the United Nations in New York City 
Canada-Palestine Parliamentary Friendship Group 
Michael Chong, Conservative Foreign Affairs critic  
Heather McPherson, NDP Foreign Affairs Critic 
Stéphane Bergeron, Bloc Québécois Foreign Affairs critic 
Elizabeth May, Co-Leader of the Green Party 
Lisa Stadelbauer, Ambassador of Canada to Israel 
David Da Silva, Representative of Canada to the Palestinian Authority 
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